《Commentary on the Book of Luke(Vol.2)》
Luke Chapter Thirteen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Teachings and Warnings of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. Concerning the repentance: 

  A. Unless you repent you will all likewise perish (v.1-5).

  B. The reason of being left alone is to repent and bear fruits (v.6-9).

II. Concerning the rest: 

  A. One will have rest after he has been healed (v.10-13).

  B. The bond should be loosed on the Sabbath (v.14-17).

III. Concerning the kingdom of God:

  A. The appearance of the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed which grew and became a large tree (v.18-19).

  B. It is also like leaven which makes it be all leavened (v.20).

  C. If one does not strive to enter through the narrow gate, he will not be able to sit down in the kingdom of God (v.21-30). 

IV. He lamented over Jerusalem (v.31-35). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 13:1 “There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.”


YLT: “And there were present certain at that time, telling him about the Galileans, whose blood Pilate did mingle with their sacrifices;”

Literal Meaning: “present at that season” It was the time when the Lord Jesus persuaded men to try their best to settle with their adversaries (See Matt. 12:58-59).

  “The Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.” This event was not recorded in other historical materials. Probably, when Pilate was the governor of Galilee, he sent armed forces to slaughter the Galileans when they were offering the sacrifices in order to suppress the revolt of the Galileans so that the blood of those who were killed was mingled with the sacrifices. This kind of action coincided with the evil name of Pilate. 

  “Told Him” Probably their purpose to tell the Lord Jesus was to ask Him the reason why the Galilean suffered such things and whether they deserved the suffering that they received (See v.2). 

Luke. 13:2 “And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things?”


YLT: “and Jesus answering said to them, `Think ye that these Galileans became sinners beyond all the Galileans, because they have suffered such things?”

The Background: the Jews commonly held that disasters only happened to the worst sinners (See John. 9:1-2; Job. 4:7; 22:5).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When men encounter misfortunes, the ordinary men, with the wrong conception and attitude of making pleasure in others’ misfortune, think that they are greatly in sin so that they pay the penalty. 

2) In the eyes of God, there is no degree of sins. All the world may become guilty before God because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:19, 23). 

Luke. 13:3 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”


YLT: “No I say to you, but, if ye may not reform, all ye even so shall perish.”

Meaning of Words: “repent”: the change of thoughts and minds; “perish”: destroy fully, loose completely, ruin. 


Literal Meaning: “I tell you, no.” The Lord here showed that the misfortune is not directly determined by the degree of sins. 

  “But unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” Though the befalling of misfortune may not be related to the degree of sins, it is related to the corporate wickedness of all men (See Gen. 6:5-6). Therefore it reminds us that unless we repent we will all likewise perish. 

  “Repent” in the original means the change of views and thoughts instead of the change of behaviors. Men’s thoughts were originally against God and far away from God and now they should completely change and turn to God. “Perish” does not mean that the body will die but that the soul will suffer the everlasting pain after one’s death. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All men are sinners and they all need to repent, otherwise, they have to face the terrible end. 

2) Repentance does not mean the change of behaviors. Therefore it is not to forsake evil to do goodness. Repentance, the change of thoughts, is to turn one’s thoughts to God from all the others besides God.

3) Men’s greatest sin before God is the disobedience to Him. That’s the “sin” we have to confess when we repent. All sins of men originate from the disobedience to God. 

4) We should repent when we only care about the religion, doctrines, letters and services and neglect the Lord Himself.

Luke. 13:4 “Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?”


YLT: “`Or those eighteen, on whom the tower in Siloam fell, and killed them; think ye that these became debtors beyond all men who are dwelling in Jerusalem?”

The Background: “the tower in Siloam” It was built on the hillside within the city wall in the southeast of Jerusalem and it was next to the poor of Siloam (See John. 9:7).


Literal Meaning: “those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them.” The disaster took place in Jerusalem on that day and the Lord mentioned this to emphasize the argument from v.1 to v.3. 

Luke. 13:5 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.’”


YLT: “No I say to you, but, if ye may not reform, all ye in like manner shall perish.’”

Enlightenment in the Word: concerning the worldly things that had occurred, believers should elevate it to the spiritual realm and see the reason and countermeasure of them with the spiritual sight. 

Luke. 13:6 “He also spoke this parable: ‘A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.”


YLT: “And he spake this simile: ‘A certain one had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit in it, and he did not find;”

Spiritual Meaning: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard” “A certain man” typifies God the Father; “a fig tree” is the type of the kingdom of Israel (See Jer. 24:5; Hos. 9:10) and it could also be applied to the assembly of God and the individual believer. 

  “He came seeking fruit on it” God cultivates the children of Israel as the man plants the fig tree, hoping to gain fruit to satisfy His need. 

  There are at least following kinds of “fruit” in the Bible: 1) the fruit of repentance, i.e. the change of behaviors because of the heart of repentance (See 3:8); 2) the fruit of virtue, i.e. the spiritual virtue that is naturally manifested by the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of men (See Gal. 5:22-23); 3) the fruit of life, i.e. the manifestation of the mature life (See John. 15:1-8); 4) the fruit of testimony, i.e. the result of one’s working for the Lord (See Rom. 1:13); 5) the fruit of lips, i.e. giving thanksgiving, praise and glory to God (See Heb. 13:15). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today, among believers, the condition is probably like that among the children of Israel that many people have a form of godliness but deny its power (2Tim. 3:5)------there is nothing but leaves only------that makes the Lord unsatisfied. 

2) If we only stress on the doctrines, words and letters and neglect the reality of the spiritual life, probably, in the eyes of the Lord, we are Christians who have nothing but leaves.

3) The Lord gave Himself to be men’s real provision and He is a strong contrast to the fig tree which does not have the reality but the appearance. 

Luke. 13:7 “Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?'”


YLT: “and he said unto the vine-dresser, Lo, three years I come seeking fruit in this fig-tree, and do not find, cut it off, why also the ground doth it render useless?”

Literal Meaning: “for three years” someone held that it indicated that it had been three years since the Lord Jesus began to preach when He was thirty years old (See 3:23). 

  “Use up the ground.” It means to consume the nutrients of the soil, usurp the sunshine and take up the room. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the keeper of his vineyard” is the type of the Lord Jesus. God the Father sent His beloved Son to the world to preach the word of the kingdom of God among the Jews. 

  “For three years.” It means that it has been given the ample time. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers do not bear the spiritual fruit, in the eyes of God, they “use up the ground” and waste their whole life in the world, unavoidably they will be punished by God in future. 

2) The Holy Trinity keeps working in believers with the aim that we could bear fruit to satisfy Him. Those who hold that it is enough that one has been saved through the faith of the Lord and won’t perish in future are the most selfish Christians because they have not considered the satisfaction of God. 

Luke. 13:8 “But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it.”


YLT: “`And he answering saith to him, Sir, suffer it also this year, till that I may dig about it, and cast in dung;”

Meaning of Words: “fertilize”: organic manure. 


Spiritual Meaning: “he” is the type of the Lord Jesus who intercedes for us before God (See Heb. 7:25).

  “Let it alone this year also” “This year” does not indicate the year in the calendar but the time limit of God’s forbearance and grace. To all the people of Israel and the assembly, the time limit indicates the dispensation of grace and to the individual believer, it indicates the years when men are alive. 

  “Until I dig around it” It typifies that the Lord removes our hardened hearts so that the root of life will have room to extend. 

  “Fertilize it” “Manure” is detested by men and on one hand it symbolizes the offense of the cross (See Gal. 5:11). On the other, it symbolizes the nutrients of life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God is full of mercy in righteousness and His goodness leads us to repentance (See Rom. 2:4). 

2) Nobody could be sure whether the days of one’s life fall within “this year” or “using up the ground” (See v.7) before the Lord for the chance has passed. May all believers take the chance at present and bear the fruit of life. 

3) Today is the chance that the Lord has kept for us for the further and deeper work of the cross in us so that we could bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit (See Gal. 5:22-24). 

Luke. 13:9 “And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’”


YLT: “and if indeed it may bear fruit ; and if not so, thereafter thou shalt cut it off.’”

Spiritual Meaning: “you can cut it down” It predicts that the children of Israel will be rejected by God for a while and the failing Christians will be punished by God in future and they do not partake in the enjoyment of the kingdom. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers do not bear fruit, we will be taken away, cast out and withered (John. 15:2, 6).

2) The value of the existence of all is to let the Lord of all have enjoyment and satisfaction, otherwise, their existence is meaningless. 

3) The fruit that we could give the Lord is the measurement of Christ in us. We should pray the Lord to work in us to increase “Christ” in us, lest we may be abandoned. 

Luke. 13:10 “Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.”


YLT: “And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath,”

The Background: “He was teaching in one of the synagogues” “Synagogue” came into being after the Jews were carried away captive to Babylon. There was no holy temple in foreign countries. The Jews wanted to gather together to worship God and listen to the word of God and then synagogue emerged as the time required. The Lord Jesus taught men in the synagogue because there were many people there.


Spiritual Meaning: “synagogue” symbolizes all religions which the Judaism represents. 

Luke. 13:11 “And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up.”


YLT: “and lo, there was a woman having a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and she was bowed together, and not able to bend back at all,”

Meaning of Words: “bent over”: bent together, bent double. 


Literal Meaning: “was bent over and could in no way raise herself up.” It is different from humpback and she bent down from the waist and her chest even overlapped her legs.  


Spiritual Meaning: “who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years” It indicates that she “has been bound by Satan for eighteen years” (See v.16). 

  “Could in no way raise herself up” It symbolizes that those who have been bound by the devil could only look down at the earthly things and could not look up into heaven. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If our eyes of hearts only look at the earthly things and do not look up into the heavenly things (See Col. 3:1-2), probably, we may be bound by the devil. 

2) It is proved that he who has been pressed by sin, the world, life, morality, religion, the Law and other burdens and “could in no way raise himself up” is under the power of Satan. 

Luke. 13:12 “But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, ‘Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.’”


YLT: “and Jesus having seen her, did call [her] near, and said to her, `Woman, thou hast been loosed from thy infirmity;’”

Enlightenment in the Word: this woman who was “bent over and could in no way raise herself up” (v.11) was seen and healed by the Lord “in the synagogue” (v.10). The ordinary woman, who may have the same disease with her, may blame God and men or avoid meeting others. However, she still went to the synagogue to worship God and learn the word of God and therefore she was granted the grace. May we could disregard our own tribulations and still seek the word of God with boldness and thank and praise God in the tribulations. 

Luke. 13:13 “And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.”


YLT: “and he laid on her [his] hands, and presently she was set upright, and was glorifying God.”

Spiritual Meaning: “He laid His hands on her” “Laying one’s hand on” symbolizes to spread the blessing (See 1Tim. 4:14, 2Tim. 1:6) and symbolizes the union of life (See 1Tim. 5:22). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only when one is united to Christ completely (“laid His hands on her”) could he be delivered from the heavy burdens (“raise herself up”) and then God the Father will be glorified by this. 

2) When we are pressed by the worldly things and could not breathe, as long as the Lord comes and touches us, we will be released immediately. 

Luke. 13:14 “But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.’”


YLT: “And the chief of the synagogue answering much displeased that on the sabbath Jesus healed said to the multitude, `Six days there are in which it behoveth [us] to be working; in these, then, coming, be healed, and not on the sabbath-day.’”

The Background: according to the teachings of the Jewish rabbis, unless men were dying, men could not “heal men on the Sabbath day” because they thought that healing was against the regulation that one could not work on the Sabbath. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the ruler of the synagogue” is the type of the religious leader. 

  “Jesus had healed on the Sabbath” The Sabbath was set up for men to have rest. Men were sick on the Sabbath and it symbolizes that men in the religion only have the appearance of the Sabbath and lack the reality of the Sabbath. Only the Lord Jesus could bring men the true rest. 

  “With indignation” symbolizes that religion is utilized by the devil to reject the Lord Jesus. 

Luke. 13:15 “The Lord then answered him and said, ‘Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it?”


YLT: “Then the Lord answered him and said, `Hypocrite, doth not each of you on the sabbath loose his ox or ass from the stall, and having led away, doth water [it]?” 

Literal Meaning: “Hypocrite!” indicates that they pretended to be zealous in the Law and actually they did not care the general principle of the Law that “you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (See Matt. 22:39-40). 

  “Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it?” It shows that they care about animals more than those who are in need. They care about their livestock and do not care about others’ illness, showing that they love themselves and do not love others------they have not loved their neighbor as themselves. 

Luke. 13:16 “So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound--think of it--for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?’”


YLT: “and this one, being a daughter of Abraham, whom the Adversary bound, lo, eighteen years, did it not behove to be loosed from this bond on the sabbath-day?’”

Literal Meaning: “being a daughter of Abraham” It means that she was one of God’s elect. 


Spiritual Meaning: “be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” It indicates that the Sabbath is to make men have rest (See Gen. 2:3) and it is not to keep men under the control. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Whom Satan has bound for eighteen years.” Many times, Satan makes men fall ill and become unclean (See 1Cor. 5:5, 2Cor. 12:7).

2) Helping others to be released from suffering is to make men rest and it is the true rest. 

3) The legal tradition (“a daughter of Abraham”) and the best system (“the Sabbath”) still could not help men be delivered from the binding and pressing. Only the full Christ could release men and bring them into the true rest. 

Luke. 13:17 “And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.”


YLT: “And he saying these things, all who were opposed to him were being ashamed, and all the multitude were rejoicing over all the glorious things that are being done by him.”

Literal Meaning: “all His adversaries were put to shame” “His adversaries” indicate those who hold the rigid attitude towards the Law and regulations and reject the Lord Jesus; “were put to shame” indicates that their hearts felt shameful. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the word of the Lord has two-sided effects: 

  1. The negative aspect: it is like the two-edged sword (Heb. 4:12) that makes listeners feel that they are picked in their hearts (Acts. 2:37) and “shameful”. 

  2. The positive aspect: it is like the dropping of the honeycomb (Ps. 19:10) that makes listeners feel refreshing, sweet (Ps. 119:103), satisfied, “joyful” and encourage them. 

Luke. 13:18 “Then He said, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?”


YLT: “And he said, `To what is the reign of God like? and to what shall I liken it?”

Meaning of Words: “like”: similar, alike; “compare”: to become similar, resemble. 


Spiritual Meaning: these parables concerning the kingdom of God are consistent with the mind of the context in this chapter. Therefore the parables show that the appearance and reality of the kingdom of God on the earth are destroyed by the enemy, with the result of deformation and deterioration and they do not show the positive meaning which the common Bible exegetes of Christianity hold. Many people who are nominally of God only condemn others and they do not repent (v.1-5); they only have leaves and do not have fruit (v.6-9); they only keep the regulations of Sabbath and do not understand the meaning of Sabbath (v.10-17); they are satisfied with being saved and do not strive to enter through the narrow gate (v.22-30); they only consider themselves and do not consider God (v.31-35). 

Luke. 13:19 “It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and put in his garden; and it grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.’”


YLT: “It is like to a grain of mustard, which a man having taken, did cast into his garden, and it increased, and came to a great tree, and the fowls of the heavens did rest in its branches.’”

Meaning of Words: “like”: similar, alike. 

The Background: there is a kind of mustard tree in the Middle East. Its seed is very small but it can grow up into a big tree of three or four meters in which birds come and rest.


Literal Meaning: “It is like a mustard seed.” The Lord does not mean that the kingdom of heaven is like “a mustard seed”, but like the whole parable of v.19.


Spiritual Meaning: the word of the Lord here implies that:

    1) The nature of the kingdom of God is life and is characterized by being able to grow.

    2) The kingdom of God is like herbs on the earth and it is temporary. It will be harvested after it has grown up. 

    3) The word of the kingdom of God is for men as bread instead of other uses. 

    4) The kingdom of God is as small as the mustard seed and therefore the sons of the kingdom of God are “little flock” (See 12:32). 

  “A man took and put it in his garden”, the beginning of the kingdom of God is the Lord Himself (“a man”) who sowed His word as seed (“the mustard seed”) into the world (“his garden”). 

  “It grew and became a large tree” It is not the will of the Lord but the result of the enemy’s destruction. Here it shows the accidental development of the kingdom of God, and its features are as below:

1) The kingdom of God becomes tall and wide and draws men’s attention and respect and also gives men protection.

2) It roots deeply into the land, unties with the world closely and plans to stay on earth long. 

3) It can never be taken as food like herbs and has lost its function of the spiritual provision. 

“The birds of the air nested in its branches.”------“The birds of the air” indicate Satan (See Mark. 4:4, 15) and its angels (Eph. 6:12). “Branches” refer to the organizations of Christianity. It shows that the excessive development of the appearance of the kingdom of God draws the devil to hide itself in it and many evil persons and things, along with the devil, nest in the organizations of Christianity.

  Controversial Clarification: Some Bible exegetes explained “it grew and became a large tree” as that the kingdom of God was as insignificant as the mustard seed. After growing up, it became very large and even spread all over the world. “The birds of the air” refer to the Gentile nations. “Nested in its branches”, it means that people of all nations partake in the kingdom of God and have rest in it. However, this positive explanation about the ideal of the kingdom of God conflicts with the Lord’s explanation that “birds of the air” is “the wicked one” (See Matt. 13:4, 19; Mark. 4:4, 15). Moreover, the birds are not a part of the mustard seed (kingdom of God), so we can only take it as a matter whose nature is different from that of the kingdom of God. Therefore, a proper explanation is that it refers to the abnormal development of the kingdom of God on the earth. Since the Constantine carried on the policy of the unification of the state and the church, the appearance of the kingdom of God became rather enormous so that the evil one took the chance to enter into the church on the earth and dwelt in it (Rev. 2:13). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not a good thing of the excessive development of the appearance of the assembly, for it may easily bring in the hide of the enemy (“the birds of the air”). The assembly should keep its identity of “little flock” on the earth (See 12:32).  

2) The secret of overcoming is to take fast hold of our position that is given by the Lord and be humble willingly. God used Saul when he thought himself as the smallest. God found David when Saul was proud later (1Sam. 9:21, 16:1).

3) If we puff up and pretend to be great and to be spiritual though we are not so in fact, we just consequently give room to Satan.

Luke. 13:20 “And again He said, ‘To what shall I liken the kingdom of God?”


YLT: “And again he said, `To what shall I liken the reign of God?”

Meaning of Words: “liken”: become similar, resemble (it is the same word in the original with “compare” in v.18). 

Luke. 13:21 “It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.’”


YLT: “It is like leaven, which a woman, having taken, did hide in three measures of meal, till that all was leavened.’”

Meaning of Words: “like”: similar, alike (in the original it is the same with “like” in v.18 and v.19); “hid”: conceal; “was leaven”: be risen with yeast. 

Literal Meaning: “like leaven” The Lord meant that the kingdom of heaven is like the whole parable in this verse. 


Spiritual Meaning: “like leaven” “leaven” indicates evil teaching (Matt. 16:12) and evil things (1Cor. 5:7-8). 

“A woman took and hid in three measures of meal.” “A woman” is the backslidden assembly (Rev. 2:20); “three measures of meal” is the originally unleavened fine flour and the unleavened fine flour is the type that Christ is the pure food for men and God (See Lev. 2:1); therefore “three measures of meal” symbolize the original nature of kingdom of God as the Blessed Trinity in Christ is pure and could fill men in spirit. 

A woman took leaven and hid it in three measures of meal, showing that the backslidden assembly privily brought in damnable heresies (2Pet. 2:1) and mixed it with pure teachings. She also received evil things and mixed them with pure spiritual things. 

  “Till it was all leavened” “It” is the whole Christianity. The enemy’s work of corruption becomes more and more serious day by day and even corrupts the whole Christianity.

  Controversial Clarification: Some Bible exegetes held that “leaven” may not present the bad things and therefore God asked men to sacrifice two breads with leaven as food-offering in the day of Pentecost (Lev. 23:17). Actually, these two breads with leaven are the type of the Jewish and the Gentile assembly that were generated in the day of Pentecost. Though they were saved for they have been born from above, their flesh of the old men still exists and therefore “leaven” is not good. Some Bible exegetes explained “leaven” as the inner working power of the Holy Spirit which was able to expand in individual life, human beings and ultimately the whole. However this explanation was opposed to the Lord’s view that the leaven was not good (See 12:1; Matt. 16:11-12; Mark. 8:15) and therefore it was unacceptable. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The artifice of the enemy is to transform the appearance of the assembly (a mustard seed grew and became a tree) or deteriorate the inner part of the assembly (it was all leavened).

2) What Christians should care mostly is not to be cheated by teachings of heresy. Today in the world of Christianity, teachings of heresy are very prosperous because the Lord had already foreknown this. 

3) Leaven is able to make breads delicious. The teachings of heresy please men’s appetite and therefore they are welcome to common people. 

Luke. 13:22 “And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.”


YLT: “And he was going through cities and villages, teaching, and making progress toward Jerusalem;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The attitude of the Lord Jesus teaches us that: we shouldn’t stop doing anything or sit down to wait for the coming of the kingdom of God because the day of rapture is coming. We should walk on the way of the cross and couldn’t cease our daily work. 

2) If the cross really works deeply in us, many things could help us to experience Him more deeply and abundantly. 

Luke. 13:23 “Then one said to Him, ‘Lord, are there few who are saved?’ And He said to them,”


YLT: “and a certain one said to him, `Sir, are those saved few?’ and he said unto them,”

Literal Meaning: “Lord, are there few who are saved?” The one who asked the Lord the question may become aware that though the multitudes came to listen to the preaching of Jesus and were healed, few of the followers were faithful. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many believers take notice of the quantity of those who have been saved and therefore they have the burden of evangel. It is good to preach the gospel and make men be saved, however, it is not the only good thing. 

2) It is not the will of the Lord to make men be saved and not seek Him diligently. The Lord is unwilling to see that those who have been saved are neither cold nor hot (See Rev. 3:15-16).

Luke. 13:24 “‘Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”


YLT: “`Be striving to go in through the straight gate, because many, I say to you, will seek to go in, and shall not be able;”

Meaning of Words: “strive”: fight, labor fervently, struggle; “not be able”: not have strength. 


The Background: there were rivers around the city of the Jews. There was a narrow bridge in the place to enter into the city. There was a small gate in the middle of the great gate.

Literal Meaning: “strive to enter through the narrow gate” Here the gate is the pass to another way. Only by entering through “the narrow gate” could one find the right way. 

  Citizens of the kingdom of God should find the gate at first and then walk on the way. What we should enter through is the narrow gate, indicating that the requirements to the kingdom of God are extremely strict and men’s natural conceptions, motives out of themselves and the fleshly behaviors must be abandoned outside of the narrow gate. 


Spiritual Meaning: the “narrow gate” here does not stress on one’s being saved and entering the eternal life (See Matt. 7:13-14) but emphasize one’s overcoming and entering into the reality of the kingdom of God. It is related to the reward of the gain of kingdom. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men care about whether “there are few who are saved” (See v.23) and the Lord cares that men should enter in the kingdom of God (“the narrow gate”).

2) Men stress on the outward prosperity------the quantity of people, full cooperation, good fame and magnificent buildings------“are there few who are saved?” (v.23) The Lord emphasizes the actual spiritual state that whether one walks on the way of the cross------“strive to enter through the narrow gate”. 

3) Believers should at first enter through the narrow gate and then walk on the way. Entering through the narrow gate is only a beginning and walking on the way is the lifelong procedure. Once we have entered through the wrong gate, the way we walk on after must be wrong. Therefore we have to be very cautious in the beginning. 

4) Cross is a test for citizens of the kingdom of God to enter through the narrow gate. It makes us to be restricted everywhere and not walk randomly. 

5) If we are willing to be restricted, receive the deprivation of the cross and get rid of everything that is unsuited to the heavenly nature, we could walk on the way of everlasting (Ps. 139:24). Unfortunately, there are few who are willing to pay this price. 

6) In the heavenly realm, everything should be originated from Christ the gate and all our life, service and experience should be done in Christ. 

7) The narrow gate is the way of cross. Only through cross can we find God and receive the eternal life. This is the unchangeable truth. 

8) There is the limitation of the period of validity for one to enter through the narrow gate. If one does not enter through the gate right now, he will not be able to enter through it though he seeks to enter in future. 
Luke. 13:25 “When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,' and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,'”


YLT: “from the time the master of the house may have risen up, and may have shut the door, and ye may begin without to stand, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, lord, open to us, and he answering shall say to you, I have not known you whence ye are,”

Literal Meaning: “I do not know you, where you are from.” In the original know (oida) means to “praise, approve, like, recognize”. Therefore this sentence does not mean that the Lord does not know them at all. It means that the Lord does not appreciate them (See Matt. 7:23). 


Spiritual Meaning: “once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door.” “The Master of the house” indicates the Lord Jesus Christ; “the door” does not indicate the door of salvation and the eternal life but the door to enter the kingdom and gain the reward. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) After believers have been saved and have entered the door of the eternal life, they still need to strive to enter the door of overcoming. 

2) As long as it is called today (See Heb. 3:13), believers should enter the door in time, lest we should be shut out of the door in future. 

Luke. 13:26 “then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.'”


YLT: “then ye may begin to say, We did eat before thee, and did drink, and in our broad places thou didst teach;”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that we have been with you and have received your provisions and teachings. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the ordinary Christians have entered the church and studied at the Sunday school and in the Bible study, however, they probably only have the nodding acquaintance with the Lord and do not truly know His intention. 

2) We should not keep a casual acquaintanceship with the Lord and we should build up the deep relationship with the Lord that we could share weal and woe. 

Luke. 13:27 “But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.'”


YLT: “and he shall say, I say to you, I have not known you whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of the unrighteousness.”


Meaning of Words: “knew”: praise, acknowledge; “lawlessness”: illegality, a violation of law, wickedness. 


Literal Meaning: those who do the work of the Lord by their own will are the workers of lawlessness (the original of “workers of iniquity”). This kind of people will not be praised (the original meaning of “know”) and will be punished by the Lord before the judgment-seat of Christ in future. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s will is the test for our work. God cares about whether our work is of God or of us instead of the greatness or prosperity of our work.

2) “Workers of iniquity” are “workers of lawlessness” who walk not according to the principle of God. The principle of God is none other but the cross of Christ. Everything that is done not according to the principle of cross will not be acknowledged by the Lord. 

3) Those who have not been dealt with by the cross only pay attention to the effect of work and praise of men instead of the acknowledgement of the Lord. And certainly their work is of no spiritual value. 

Luke. 13:28 “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.”


YLT: “`There shall be there the weeping and the gnashing of the teeth, when ye may see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the reign of God, and yourselves being cast out without;”

Literal Meaning: “Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets” They were the ancestors of the children of Israel and they were also the witnesses of faith (Heb. 11:17-21). 

  “In the kingdom of God” “The kingdom of God” indicates that one is with God in His glory. Here it specially indicates that in the kingdom of a thousand years, the overcoming saints take part in the reward of the kingdom (See Rev. 20:4-6). 

  “Thrust out” indicates outside of the kingdom, i.e. outside of God’s presence. 

  “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” “Weeping” indicates the repentance in the heart; “gnashing of teeth” indicates the deep self-reproach. 

Luke. 13:29 “They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.”


YLT: “and they shall come from east and west, and from north and south, and shall recline in the reign of God,”

Literal Meaning: “They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south.” These people indicate the Gentile believers who come from every corner of the world (See Ps. 107:3) to God.

  “And sit down in the kingdom of God” It indicates that one partakes in the enjoyment of the reward and preparation of the kingdom of God. 

  This verse indicates that there will be many Gentiles partake in the kingdom of God because of their faith and enjoy the reward of kingdom because they are willing to let Christ reign in them. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Thank God! We who once were not a people but are now the people of God and who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy (2Pet. 2:10).

2) At all times and in all countries, there are many people risen by God in various regions to partake in the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 13:30 “And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.’”


YLT: “and lo, there are last who shall be first, and there are first who shall be last.’”

Literal Meaning: “indeed there are last who will be first” It is the word of encouragement. Though men may be last in the beginning, everything has not been fixed and therefore they could still become first. 

  “There are first who will be last.” It is the word of warning. If men are complacent about the present state, probably they may become “last”. 


Spiritual Meaning: “last” indicate the Gentile believers and those who have been save later; “first” indicate the Jews and those who have been in the Lord earlier. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What determines our end in future is our “present” state instead of our “previous” state. 

2) Many who are first will be last (Matt. 19:30). We should not hold that it is enough for one to love the Lord formerly, lest it will be too late for us to regret. 

3) To those who ran well (See Gal. 5:7), even if they do not have the spirit of pride, if they slack off and do not try their best to run (See Pill. 3:13-14, Heb. 12:1), they will fall behind. 

4) For the reward of the kingdom we should try our best to run (1Cor. 9:24) and finish the race (2Tim. 4:7), then we may be “first”. 

5) Our duty is to run and the Lord is the one who judges who is first or last. 

Luke. 13:31 “On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, ‘Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.’”


YLT: “On that day there came near certain Pharisees, saying to him, `Go forth, and be going on hence, for Herod doth wish to kill thee;’”

Literal Meaning: “Herod wants to kill You.” “Herod” was Herod Antipas who killed John the Baptist (See 9:7-9). There are two possibilities for the Pharisees to say so: 1) the Pharisees did not like that the Lord Jesus preached in the neighborhood and they wanted to force Him to leave that place by means of Herod; 2) Herod feared the arising of another prophet who had the same influence with John the Baptist and therefore he wanted to frighten Him away from that place. 

Luke. 13:32 “And He said to them, ‘Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.'”


YLT: “and he said to them, ‘Having gone, say to this fox, Lo, I cast forth demons, and perfect cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third [day] I am being perfected;”

Literal Meaning: “Go, tell that fox” “Fox” is suspicious and cunning by nature. The Lord Jesus used it to describe that Herod was mercurial and deceitful by nature. It correctly reflects the common view of the Jews towards Herod. 

  “Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.” It shows that the Lord Jesus served on earth according to the appointed timetable, until He fulfilled His ministry and achieved His aim. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The attitude of the enemy is to drive out Christ------“get out and depart from here” and kill Him------“Herod wants to kill you” (v.31). However, the Lord’s attitude is to advance bravely and never shrink back------“I must journey today” (v.33) and continually supply grace------“I cast out demons and performs cures today and tomorrow” because He has the glorious hope of resurrection------“and the third day I shall be perfected”. Those who follow Christ should do likewise. 

2) On one hand the intention of Herod on the earth was going to bring forth (v.31) and on the other the will of God in heaven should be fulfilled. Do we forsake the will of God because of the earthly countercheck? Or do we disregard the earthly countercheck because of the will of God? 

Luke. 13:33 “Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem.”


YLT: “but it behoveth me to-day, and to-morrow, and the [day] following, to go on, because it is not possible for a prophet to perish out of Jerusalem.”

Literal Meaning: “nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the day following;” “today, tomorrow and the day following” is the Jewish grammar to show “a short period of time that is uncertain but limited”. 

  “For it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem.” It implies that He was determined to go to Jerusalem for the death of redemption on the cross. 

  In this verse the Lord Jesus means that: there was a little while that I was on the earth, I must work as usual and then go to Jerusalem and be killed for sins of the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If the hour of the Lord has not come yet, the enemy could not harm us (See John. 7:30; 8:20; Matt. 16:21). 

2) The key element for Christians to overcome is to advance bravely though they are fully aware that they are going to be killed (See Rev. 12:11).

Luke. 13:34 “‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not willing!”


YLT: “`Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that is killing the prophets, and stoning those sent unto her, how often did I will to gather together thy children, as a hen her brood under the wings, and ye did not will.”

Literal Meaning: “stones those who are sent to her!” Usually the Jews stone four kinds of men to death: a) those who serve other gods (See Deut. 17:5, 7); b) he who has a wizard (See Lev. 20:27); c) those who commit adultery (See Deut. 22:22, John. 8:5); d) the false prophets (See John. 8:33, 11:8). Here it must indicate that the apostles who had been sent by the Lord were misunderstood as false prophets by Judaists (See Matt. 21:35) and therefore they were stoned to death by them. 

  “How often I wanted to gather your children together.” “How often” shows that Jesus had visited Jerusalem many times (See John. 2:13, 5:1, 7:10 and etc); “Your children” means “your sons” in the original, and it indicates the inhabitants of Jerusalem and it also indicates believers in Judaism. 

  “As a hen gathers her chicks under her wings” Most of religious believers rebel the will of God because of their ignorance. God bears with them again and again and contrarily He, with the mood of hens with outstretched wings (See Is. 31:5), wants to gather them to trust under the shadow of His wings (Ps. 36:7) in order that they may obtain His protection. 

  “But you were not willing!” “You” indicates the leaders of Judaism. The Lord is “willing” many times, unfortunately, they keep “unwilling” all the time. How hardened were their hearts. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Jerusalem” is the holy city of Judaism and it represents the inner circle of religious organizations. Everything that has the appearance of worshiping God and lacks the reality of it is religion. All the leaders and groups of religion in the world, lacking the spiritual enlightenment, strangle God’s words (“killed the prophets”) and persecute the servants who are really of God (“stones those who are sent to her”). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Leaders of the church who lack spiritual knowledge and experience will become those who block the fulfillment of the will of God. 

2) The great harm the leaders may bring to the will of God is that they strangle God’s words, close God’s revelations and put the witnesses who have been entrusted to spread God’s message to death. 

3) The Lord “is willing many times” and men keep “unwilling” all the time. How difficult it is for the heart of heaven to receive the response of hearts on earth. 

Luke. 13:35 “See! Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’”


YLT: “`Lo, your house is being left to you desolate, and verily I say to you ye may not see me, till it may come, when ye may say, Blessed [is] he who is coming in the name of the Lord.’”

Literal Meaning: “your house is left to you desolate” It predicted that God would abandon the city of Jerusalem and the Holy Temple (See Matt. 24:2, Jer. 12:7, Ezek. 11:23); the Lord here predicted again that this would be fulfilled in A.D. 70. 

  “Be left to you” means that the Lord gave them up and let them walk in their own counsels (See Ps. 81:12).

 “You shall not see Me” It predicts that Jesus will depart from this world. 

  “Until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!” Here it predicts that when Christ comes for the second time, the Jews will admit that He is the Messiah. Here it also implies that when the Lord comes back, the whole house of Israel will repent and be saved (See Rom. 11:26, Ps. 118:24-26).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our individual body or the corporate believers (the church) is the temple of God (1Cor. 6:19, Eph. 2:21), however, if we could not let Him settle down and dwell in, we will become desolate and the desolation is of no use. 

2) No matter the individual believer or the church, if one does not magnify the name of the Lord (“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD”), he will lose the presence of the Lord (“shall not see Me”). However, once one is willing to repent and turn to the Lord, he will still receive the Lord’s blessing. 

3) If men reject the Lord, they will be rejected by the Lord. If men respect the Lord, they will be respected by the Lord. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

How to Enter the Kingdom of God and Gain the Reward of God 

I. One should not hold that he is better than others and he should turn to God from his heart (v.1-5). 

II. One should not waste the natural resources of life and he should bear the life of fruit (v.6-9). 

III. One should not stress on the letters and doctrines and he should pay attention to the spiritual reality (v.10-17). 

IV. One should not seek the beauty of the outward appearance and he should seek the inner purity (v.18-21). 

V. One should not be influenced by the quantity of those who have been saved and he should try his best to deal with his natural life (v.22-25). 

VI. One should not mind the distance and time and he should do his utmost to keep the principles of God (v.26-30). 

VII. One should dare not sacrifice his life of soul and he should seize the chance to receive God’s grace (v.31-35). 

Men’s Conceptions are Opposed to God’s Intention 

I. Men think that those who suffer disasters must be worse sinners than others------God holds that everyone is the sinner and unless one repents he will perish (v.1-5).

II. Men are concerned about their status and appearance (the fig tree)------God cares that there is not the fruit of life (v.6-9).

III. Men only care about keeping the regulations of Sabbath------God cares that whether men have the reality of Sabbath (v.10-17).

IV. Men are concerned about largeness and the good taste------God cares that whether it is abnormal (v.18-21).

V. Men are concerned about the quantity of those who have been saved------God cares that whether men strive to enter through the narrow gate in time (v.22-25).

VI. Men are concerned about the origin and closeness of the flesh------God cares whether men keep His will (v.26-30).

VII. Men care about the maintenance the life of souls------God cares about the maintenance of His testimony (v.31-35).

Luke Chapter Fourteen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Teachings and Warnings of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. Concerning the rest again (v.1-6).

II. Concerning the attendance in the kingdom of God: 

  A. The humble ones are exalted (v.7-11).

  B. Do not invite those who are rich in this life (v.12-14).

  C. We partake in the feast of the kingdom of God because of God’s unlimited grace (v.15-24).

III. Concerning the price of the Lord’s disciples: 

  A. Love the Lord more than everything (v.25-26).

  B. Bear one’s cross and come after the Lord (v.27).

  C. The parables of building a tower and making war------one has to count the cost first (v.28-33).

  D. The parable of the salt that has lost its flavor------the miserable ending of one who gives up halfway (v.34-35).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 14:1 “Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him closely.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, on his going into the house of a certain one of the chiefs of the Pharisees, on a sabbath, to eat bread, that they were watching him,”

Meaning of Words: “watched closely”: inspect alongside, watch carefully. 


The Background: “eat bread on the Sabbath” Men cannot work on the Sabbath and therefore the meal should have been prepared the previous day. 


Literal Meaning: “that they watched Him closely.” It indicated that they, with ill intentions, wanted to find something to accuse the Lord (See Mark. 3:2). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Pharisees invited the Lord to eat bread in order to watch Him closely. The world always hides ill intentions behind the friendly appearance (See Ps. 41:9).

2) The Lord was fully aware that the Pharisees invited Him to eat bread again and again (See 7:36; 11:37-38) with malicious intentions. However, He was not cowardly at all and faced it calmly. On one hand, it shows that He does not escape the reality and on the other, it displays that He is able to seize every chance of working and He takes the initiative to sally against the enemy. 

Luke. 14:2 “And behold, there was a certain man before Him who had dropsy.”


YLT: “and lo, there was a certain dropsical man before him;”

Literal Meaning: “who had dropsy” “dropsy” indicates the internal swelling and dropsy, showing that some internal organs of this man (such as the liver, the pancreas and etc) were ill. In the Greek the word is the medical term and it is only used here in the New Testament. 


Spiritual Meaning: “had dropsy” It symbolizes that the swelling of one’s heart and he is arrogant and supercilious. This one who had dropsy just typifies the lawyers and the Pharisees (v.3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who think that they know the Bible very well and actually they only know the superficial knowledge and do not know the quintessence of the Bible, as he lawyers and the Pharisees, do have the dropsy of heart. 

2) If a man has dropsy, he is able to be aware of his illness. However, it is difficult for the one who has the dropsy of heart to know it. 

Luke. 14:3 “And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?’”


YLT: “and Jesus answering spake to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, `Is it lawful on the sabbath-day to heal?’”

Meaning of Words: “heal”: wait upon menially, warm. 


The Background: according to the teachings of the Jewish rabbis, unless men were dying, men could not “heal men on the Sabbath” because they thought that healing was against the regulation that one could not work on the Sabbath.

Literal Meaning: “to heal on the Sabbath” It is the fifth time in this book to record that the Lord Jesus did wonders on the Sabbath (See 4:31, 38; 6:6; 13:14).

  “Is it lawful?” The Lord Jesus has already detected their bad intentions and He pre-empted to ask this question on purpose. 

Luke. 14:4 “But they kept silent. And He took him and healed him, and let him go.”


YLT: “and they were silent, and having taken hold of [him], he healed him, and let [him] go;”

Literal Meaning: “they kept silent.” Though they kept silent, it did not indicate that they were aware of their wrongness. They took an attitude to look on it coldly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many people “keep silent” and it does not mean that they admit their defeat. When believers preach the glad tidings, they should never think that they could make him be saved as long as they win the argument. Because many people pretend to be convinced.  

2) Though the suitable speech is needed to preach the glad tidings (See Col. 4:3-4), the most important thing is to manifest the power of life as the Lord Jesus------“healed him”.

Luke. 14:5 “Then He answered them, saying, ‘Which of you, having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?’”


YLT: “and answering them he said, `Of which of you shall an ass or ox fall into a pit, and he will not immediately draw it up on the sabbath-day?’”

The Background: the law of the Sabbath is set up both for men and cattle (See Deut. 5:14). “Donkey” is “son” in the hand-written copy. The son represents human beings and an ox represents cattle. It is allowed by the Law of Moses to pull a man or an ox out of a pit on the Sabbath day. However, it is condemned by the traditions of rabbis (men’s additional explanations to the Law) to heal on the Sabbath. 


Literal Meaning: the question of the Lord Jesus discloses the weak points of the Pharisees: 1) they care about the safety of cattle more than that of men; 2) they are hypocritical and they take different attitudes towards different people: they are strict with others and lenient towards themselves. 

Luke. 14:6 “And they could not answer Him regarding these things.”


YLT: “and they were not able to answer him again unto these things.”

Literal Meaning: they have nothing to say in reply because their attitude towards the Sabbath is against both the will of God and the nature of men.  

Luke. 14:7 “So He told a parable to those who were invited, when He noted how they chose the best places, saying to them:”


YLT: “And he spake a simile unto those called, marking how they were choosing out the first couches, saying unto them,”

Literal Meaning: “they chose the best places” “the best places” indicate the most important places that are commonly kept for those with the highest positions. 


Spiritual Meaning: “He noted how they chose the best places” “Choosing the best places” means being supercilious, showing that they are arrogant and they have the swelling of heart------dropsy (See v.2). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The greatest temptation of the leaders of the assembly is from their inner hearts------they like to be held high by men and show off their importance among people. 

2) Those who care about their titles and positions in the assembly could not serve the Lord well. 

3) Religious believers like to show off themselves. They give alms, bear witness, serve, preach, write books and do other spiritual good works. However, probably the motives of many are for the vain glory. 

Luke. 14:8 “‘When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him;”


YLT: “`When thou mayest be called by any one to marriage-feasts, thou mayest not recline on the first couch, lest a more honourable than thou may have been called by him

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus taught men to humble themselves and learn to hide themselves by the parable. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Believers should not covet the vain glory and should in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself (Pill. 2:3).

Luke. 14:9 “and he who invited you and him come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,' and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place.”


YLT: “and he who did call thee and him having come shall say to thee, Give to this one place, and then thou mayest begin with shame to occupy the last place.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God resists the proud (James. 4:6; 1Pet. 5:5). Whoever is arrogant will be humiliated sooner or later and descended into the lowest. 

2) One should not think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith (Rom. 12:3).

Luke. 14:10 “But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.' Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you.”


YLT: “`But, when thou mayest be called, having gone on, recline in the last place, that when he who called thee may come, he may say to thee, Friend, come up higher; then thou shalt have glory before those reclining with thee;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus does not teach us to pretend to be humble and wait to be held high by others. He teaches us not to clear up for ourselves and be at ease and let it be manifested by the environment of God’s arrangement. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the assembly believers should let each esteem others better than himself (Pill. 2:3). God gives grace to the humble (James. 4:6; 1Pet. 5:5) and He exalts the lowly (See 1:52).

2) The base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence (1Cor. 1:28-29). 

3) Those who are truly humble and think that they are unworthy really empty themselves and are ready to be filled by God’s abundant grace. God’s fullness and glory will be manifested in this kind of men. 

Luke. 14:11 “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’”


YLT: “because every one who is exalting himself shall be humbled, and he who is humbling himself shall be exalted.’”

Literal Meaning: “he who humbles himself will be exalted” “Humble himself” indicates the modest attitude and it does not mean the self-abasement of one’s personality. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus, being equal with God, humbled Himself and came in the likeness of men (Pill. 2:6-7). However, the devil, the angel that is created by God, exalts itself to be equal with God (See Is. 14:12-14). Therefore humbleness is the disposition of the Lord Jesus and arrogance is the nature of the devil. Believers should hate to exalt themselves in everything and humble themselves to let the life of the Lord Jesus be manifested through them. 

2) “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled.” It is the track of the fall of Satan; “who humbles himself will be exalted.” It is the way of Christ to gain glory. 

3) The more one has been dealt with by cross, the more glory will he have. Conversely, the more natural part one has, the more will he be despised. 

Luke. 14:12 “Then He also said to him who invited Him, ‘When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.”


YLT: “And he said also to him who did call him, `When thou mayest make a dinner or a supper, be not calling thy friends, nor thy brethren, nor thy kindred, nor rich neighbours, lest they may also call thee again, and a recompense may come to thee;”

Literal Meaning: “your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors” They indicate those who are affordable to give a return banquet and repay them. 

  Controversial Clarification: believers are not forbidden by the Lord to invite our friends, our brothers, our relatives nor rich neighbors in order to improve the interpersonal relationship (especially for their profits). He warns us not to do so with the aim of the exchange of interests (i.e. for our own profits). 

Luke. 14:13 “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.”


YLT: “but when thou mayest make a feast, be calling poor, maimed, lame, blind,”

Literal Meaning: “the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind” are those who are not affordable to give a return banquet and repay them. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind” please see the spiritual meaning in v.21. Giving a feast and inviting them mean to sympathize with others in their weakness and helplessness. On one hand they share the pain with them and on the other they give joy to them. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should help the weak and the poor. They should also remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts. 20:35).

2) Actually it is our God that “invites the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind” (See v.21) and only He Himself could do this. Here the Lord teaches us that we should let this mind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus (Pill. 2:5).

3) Those who do not care about the bitterness of others will be condemned because judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy and mercy triumphs over judgment (See James. 2:13). 

4) Only through the behaviors of loving others could men comprehend the meaning of loving God. The reward of the kingdom of God is given to those who serve others willingly and do not look to the repayment. 
Luke. 14:14 “And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.’”


YLT: “and happy thou shalt be, because they have not to recompense thee, for it shall be recompensed to thee in the rising again of the righteous.’”

Literal Meaning: “at the resurrection of the just” “the just” indicates those who have been justified by God because they have received the salvation of Christ. 

  There shall be a resurrection of all (See Acts. 24:15). However, the resurrection of the just and that of the common people are different. The former shall resurrect and gain reward and the latter shall resurrect and be punished (See Dan. 12:2; John. 5:28-29). “At the resurrection of the just” indicates the time when the Lord comes back (See 1Thess. 4:16) and God rewards the Saints (See Rev. 11:18).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Whoever walks with the aim of others’ repayment shall not be rewarded by God (See Matt. 6:1-3). Those who seek the pleasure of soul shall not gain the joy of the spirit again. 

2) When believers do something, we should not hope to gain both the earthly and heavenly repayment. Therefore we should walk only with the aim of the heavenly reward. 

Luke. 14:15 “Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said to Him, ‘Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!’”


YLT: “And one of those reclining with him, having heard these things, said to him, `Happy [is] he who shall eat bread in the reign of God;’”

Literal Meaning: “when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things” “These things” indicates the words of the Lord Jesus that “you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just” (See v.14).

  “Eating bread in the kingdom of God” indicates God’s “repayment” that He gives a great supper and invites those who have invited the poor and so on (See v.13).

   “Blessed” is the answer to the words of the Lord Jesus that “you will be blessed” (v.14).


Spiritual Meaning: “eat bread in the kingdom of God” It means that they partake in the reward of the kingdom of God and enjoy the rich preparation of the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 14:16 “Then He said to him, ‘A certain man gave a great supper and invited many,”


YLT: “and he said to him, `A certain man made a great supper, and called many,”

Spiritual Meaning: “A certain man gave a great supper” “A certain man” indicates God the Father. “A great supper” indicates the supper of salvation of God instead of the wedding feast of Christ (See Matt. 22:2-14). Men could enjoy the supper of salvation today (in this age) and they shall wait and enjoy the wedding feast of Christ in future (in the coming). 

  “And invited many” Before Christ came into the world, God had predicted His coming to the Jews through prophets and had invited them in advance. 


Enlightenment in the Word: How willing God is to let the world enjoy the salvation that He had prepared (“gave…supper”). Believers should also spread the glad tidings in the bowel of God so that more people could receive the joy of salvation. 

Luke. 14:17 “and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.'”


YLT: “and he sent his servant at the hour of the supper to say to those having been called, Be coming, because now are all things ready.”

The Background: “and sent his servant to say to those who were invited” According to the custom of the Jews, the master sent out invitations to guests first and when the supper was ready, he would send the servants again to give the final invitation. 


Spiritual Meaning: “at supper time” It typifies the time when the Lord Jesus has finished the redemption of the cross. 

  “Sent his servants to say to those who were invited” “Servants” here indicate the first group of servants who were sent out by God in the dispensation of the New Testament, i.e. the disciples of the Lord and John the Baptist. They have been sent out to the Jews to declare the glad tidings (See Acts. 1:8; 2:1, 12).

  “Come, for all things are now ready.” It typifies that the Lord Jesus had finished the great work of redemption on the cross and made the preparation of grace and He waited for men to receive and enjoy it. “All things” include every spiritual blessing in heaven that God has prepared in Christ (See Eph. 1:3).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “All things are now ready.” It indicates that God has done what He should do on His side and He waits for our reactions on men’s side; God’s salvation is two-sided and both parts are indispensable. 

2) Men have to receive with the hand of “faith” (See John. 3:16) what God has prepared with the hand of “love” (See John. 3:16); only when the two hands are joined together will the salvation of God be made perfect. 

3) “All things are now ready.” It shows that God has already done everything for us. The beginning of Christians’ life is not to do something for God but to enjoy what God has done for us. 

Luke. 14:18 “But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.'”


YLT: “`And they began with one consent all to excuse themselves: The first said to him, A field I bought, and I have need to go forth and see it; I beg of thee, have me excused.”

Literal Meaning: “I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it.” Nobody would buy a piece of ground before he has not seen it and therefore this statement does not make sense. 


Spiritual Meaning: “But they all with one accord began to make excuses.” It typifies that the majority of the Jews rejected the salvation of the Lord Jesus. In the dispensation of the New Testament, God primly called the children of Israel to attend the supper. Unfortunately, the children of Israel are unwilling to receive the calling of grace because of their obstinacy. 

  “I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it.” It symbolizes that he regards the desire for material things as more important than the invitation of grace. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Whether one could partake in the supper is fully decided by the “willingness” of men who have been invited. We should pray to the Lord for the heart of “willingness” because it is the precondition to enjoy the spiritual abundance.  

2) Earthly materials and treasure (“I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it”) always become the greatest obstacle for men to seek heavenly things.

Luke. 14:19 “And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.'”


YLT: “`And another said, Five yoke of oxen I bought, and I go on to prove them; I beg of thee, have me excused:”

Literal Meaning: “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them.” Actually nobody pays the money if he has not tested the oxen. 


Spiritual Meaning: “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them.” It symbolizes that they pay more attention to work, career and business than God’s calling. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Believer’ workaholic towards worldly works is more than their pursuit of the spiritual things. 

Luke. 14:20 “Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.'”


YLT: “and another said, A wife I married, and because of this I am not able to come.”

Spiritual Meaning: “I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” It symbolizes that the entanglement of family and the opposition of relatives always hinder men from receiving the invitation of the glad tidings. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the fleshly satisfaction is in contrast to the spiritual satisfaction. If men value the relationship of men, they will always relatively underestimate the relationship of God. 

Luke. 14:21 “So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.'”


YLT: “`And that servant having come, told to his lord these things, then the master of the house, having been angry, said to his servant, Go forth quickly to the broad places and lanes of the city, and the poor, and maimed, and lame, and blind, bring in hither.”

Meaning of Words: “streets”: square, broadways; “lanes”: bystreet, alley.


Literal Meaning: “into the streets and lanes of the city” indicates the places where the common people reside. 


Spiritual Meaning: “bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind” They indicate those who feel that they are in need: 

1. “The poor” indicate those who feel that they are empty and unsatisfied in the spirit. 

2. “The maimed” indicate those who are unable to do good works that they want very much to do. 

3. “The blind” indicate those who feel that the future is in darkness and do not know what to do. 

4. “The lame” indicate those who feel that they are unable to walk on the long journey of life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who are despised by the society and are lost in difficulties are the easiest ones to receive the glad tidings. 

2) If men truly know their shortness and no longer hope in the earthly things, they will turn their eyes to the Savior and the salvation that God has prepared. 

Luke. 14:22 “And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.'”


YLT: “`And the servant said, Sir, it hath been done as thou didst command, and still there is room.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the plan of God’s redemption, He has kept innumerable seats for men. In the past two thousand years, though there are thousands upon thousands men having been saved, “still there is room”. 

2) Believers should show consideration for God’s heart that “He is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2Pet. 3:9) and try their best to preach the glad tidings and make men be saved. 

Luke. 14:23 “Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.”


YLT: “`And the lord said unto the servant, Go forth to the ways and hedges, and constrain to come in, that my house may be filled;” 

Literal Meaning: “compel them to come in” “compel” does not indicate to conquer violently but to try one’s best to persuade. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Go out into the highways and hedges” “the highways and hedges” indicate the outside part of the city and they typify the places where the Gentiles reside. Because the Jews rejected God’s calling of grace, God has to turn to the Gentiles (See Acts. 13:46; Rom. 11:11). 

  “That my house may be filled.” It typifies to fulfill the fullness of the Gentiles who have been predestinated in God’s plan of redemption (Rom. 11:25). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We, the Gentiles, were strangers and “walked in the highways and hedges” and followed all the people to perish, however, we have been granted the grace. 

2) We were “the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind” (See v.21), however, we become the guests of God now. How fortune we are! How greatly we have been exalted by God!

3) “Compel them to come in.” It shows that our being saved is not of our initiative pursuit but God’s “compelling” of grace. 

4) “Compel them to come in.” It shows that as long as men are willing to come in, they could enjoy the salvation. The salvation is not through deeds but grace (See Eph. 2:8-9). Therefore our past misdeeds have been forgiven and no matter we were bad or good in the past, we are able to receive grace. 

 5) It shows that the principle of salvation fully exceeds men’s states------anyone is able to receive the grace------mercy was shown to the chief of sinners (See 1Tim. 1:15-16). 

Luke. 14:24 “For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’”


YLT: “for I say to you, that none of those men who have been called shall taste of my supper.’”

Literal Meaning: “those men who were invited” indicate those who have rejected the invitation (See v.17-18).


Spiritual Meaning: “none of those…shall taste my supper” It does not indicate that all the Jews could not partake in the salvation of the New Testament. It warns that if those who are impervious to reason reject God’s invitation, they will be rejected by God consequently. 

Luke. 14:25 “Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them,”


YLT: “And there were going on with him great multitudes, and having turned, he said unto them,”

Literal Meaning: “now great multitudes went with Him” Though there are “great multitudes” going with Him, a few are the true followers of the Lord. it is the background of the following words of the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word: in the past two thousand years, there are “great multitudes” who call themselves Christians and go with the Lord Jesus, however, how many are there who have undergone tests and are worthy of the Lord’s disciples (v.26-27, 33) on earth?

Luke. 14:26 “‘If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.”


YLT: “`If any one doth come unto me, and doth not hate his own father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers, and sisters, and yet even his own life, he is not able to be my disciple;”

Meaning of Words: “hate”: dislike, detest. 


Literal Meaning: “if anyone comes to Me” It means to receive God’s invitation and come to the supper of salvation (See v.16). 

  “And does not hate his father and mother” “Hate” in the original is the vivid wording of exaggeration. It shows that the existence of one’s family members and himself is not allowed to become his obstacle and shackle to follow the Lord. The Lord does not ask us to hate men indeed. He asks us to free ourselves from the worldly shackles in order to follow Him. 

  The words that describe men’s feelings are relative. Compared with the absolute and perfect “love” that men should have towards the Lord Jesus, men’s favor towards their lineal family members could only be accounted as “hate”. “Hating” one’s family members and his soul indicates to dedicate everything of him and himself to Christ completely. 

  “He cannot be My disciples.” “Cannot” shows that there is not the intermediate zone for men. “Disciples” indicate those who follow the Lord and receive the Lord’s strict training and discipline. 


Controversial Clarification: the Lord here does not mean that we should not love our father and mother and sons and daughters. He means that the order of our love should be adjusted------we should let Him have the first place in all things (Col. 1:18). For example: when parents who are unbelievers use the renunciation of parenthood to threaten us to give up faith, if we give way in this, we do love father and mother more than the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who give the first place to their parents and the second place to the Lord cannot be the Lord’s disciples. A disciple should not depart out of the way of fully obeying the Lord because of his concern for his family. 

2) Everything that occupies the place that God deserves in our hearts, even father and mother and wife and children, could make us be unworthy of the Lord’s disciples. 

3) If believers truly put their father and mother and wife and children in the hand of God and are willing to obey God even if He asks them to hate them (See Matt. 10:35-36), we will see that actually God asks believers to love them and He will elevate their love to the divine love.  

4) A common man is unable to not love his family members all over the world and no one does not love himself. However, the Lord asks us to lay this love down. This is a very strict requirement and if men do not have the absolute hearts towards the Lord, they cannot meet this requirement. 

5) Men are so close to each other that they could not feel the preciousness of drawing near to God. Too much satisfaction from men may eclipse the preciousness of the Lord. 

6) When someone loves the Lord so much that even hurts himself, he will receive the true joy. If someone has not received the joy, he has not hurt himself for loving the Lord. 

7) We should not only love our family members less than the Lord, but also hate our souls. If we are willing to meet this requirement, we should not live in self-centredness and we should live a life centering on Christ. 

8) The Lord asks us to give everything to Him. The Lord asks us to love Him completely instead of partially. 

9) The Lord is qualified to be loved and served by men completely and unconditionally. If we think that He is unworthy of this, He will assuredly hold that we are unworthy of Him because we were unworthy to receive the salvation. 

10) Earthly feelings should be dealt with and then one could have normal relation with the Lord.

Luke. 14:27 “And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”


YLT: “and whoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, is not able to be my disciple.”

Literal Meaning: “And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me” The Cross has the dual meaning and aim: 

  1) The cross is the peak of the unreasonable treatments and pain added by the world to the Lord. Therefore to believers, bearing his cross and coming after the Lord symbolize various kinds of tribulations, humiliations and sacrifice suffered for the Lord. 

  2) The cross is the end of the old man. When believers believe in the Lord, their old man has been crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:6). However, it is an objective truth to us and we have to make this truth our subject experience by bearing the cross. Bearing one’s cross means to deny oneself (Matt. 16:24).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When believers adjust their relationship with their family members according to the principle of v.26, our natural sentiments will be suffered and our souls (selves) will be hurt and this is to bear the cross. 

2) In order to love the Lord more than father and mother and children one has to deny himself (v.26). However if one wants to deny himself, he has to “take up his cross”. 

3) Those who are unwilling to take up their own crosses are not willing to deny themselves and want to save their lives firmly. This kind of people cannot be the Lord’s disciples. 

4) When He was in Gethsemane, the Lord was determined to make the will of Father be done and He went out to take up His cross. Therefore taking one’s cross is to be determined to make the will of Father be done (Matt. 26:39, 42). 

5) If one has not undergone the way of the cross, he won’t come to Gethsemane. If one has not been dealt with by the cross, he won’t say that “but your will, be done.” (See 22:42) Many people like the calling of Abraham but dislike the dedication on the Mount Moriah. 

6) Those who put themselves aside, only obey God’s will and love Him at any price can be the Lord’s disciples. 

7) There will be shadows of the cross on the way of Christians. Do you have any reason to avoid the responsibility of the cross and be unwilling to bear the cross? Have you ever decided that: no matter how the Lord guides me, I will walk with Him willingly------the faith that the Lord Jesus Christ has given us is the faith of the cross. We could be counted to come after the Lord unless we bear our crosses. 

8) Christ bore the cross first and then was crucified (See John. 19:17-18). However, believers in Christ are crucified first and then bear the cross. This makes them keep themselves in the end of the old man and therefore experience and enjoy Christ as their life and the provision of life.  

9) From the positive respect, the spiritual progress is the increase of God in us and from the negative respect, the spiritual progress is that something in us (or the inner part of us) has been gotten rid of. One’s being gotten rid of is the work of the cross. 

10) The work to get rid of us of the cross is actually executed by the Holy Spirit in us. And how much has the Holy Spirit gotten rid of in us is determined by our hearts towards God. 
Luke. 14:28 “For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it--”


YLT: “`For who of you, willing to build a tower, doth not first, having sat down, count the expense, whether he have the things for completing?”

Literal Meaning: “sits down first and counts the cost” The Lord Jesus does not ask men to follow Him with muddle. As the man, intending to build a tower, sits down first and counts the cost, before men are committed to the Lord, they have to think over the Lord’s requirement towards those who want to come after Him.   


Spiritual Meaning: “intending to build a tower” “tower” symbolizes our spiritual up-building. Firstly, the spiritual building should be built upon the right foundation, which is Christ (1Cor. 3:11). Secondly, price and effort should paid to build it, i.e. gold, silver, precious stones and other good materials (1Cor. 3:12).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If you want to follow the Lord, you have to know that: the way of the Lord Jesus cannot be followed by all and therefore you have to count the cost before you follow the way. 

2) Many believers did pay the prices, however, they did not pay the enough prices and consequently they failed. The price that the Lord requires from us is nothing but our “selves”, i.e. our souls. 

Luke. 14:29 “lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,”


YLT: “lest that he having laid a foundation, and not being able to finish, all who are beholding may begin to mock him,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should not think that our success of following the Lord is not related to others because we have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men (See 1Cor. 4:9; Heb. 10:33).

2) It is the most shameful for Christians that they are “mocked” by unbelievers. 

Luke. 14:30 “saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.'”


YLT: “saying This man began to build, and was not able to finish.”

Enlightenment in the Word: the world despises the half-hearted Christians. They are easy to be fervent and cold and they are dynamical in the beginning and fall by the wayside sorrowfully. 

Luke. 14:31 “Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?”


YLT: “`Or what king going on to engage with another king in war, doth not, having sat down, first consult if he be able with ten thousand to meet him who with twenty thousand is coming against him?”

Spiritual Meaning: “going to make war against another king” “Making war” symbolizes our forward stride in the spirit. The Lord’s disciples should make the spiritual war day by day as soldiers who enter the battle field; “another king” symbolizes the spiritual enemy of believers. 

  “Who comes against him with twenty thousand” “twenty thousand” is the type of all that hinder us from striding forward. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today our enemies are in front of us. If we are willing to follow the Lord, there will surely be wars. Satan wants to attack us, the world wants to induce us and the flesh wants to entangle us, shall we be prepared to withstand them with sufficient forces? 

2) The forces with which believers withstand all the enemies are nothing but our “mind that suffers in the flesh” (1Pet. 4:1). The battle is the Lord’s as long as we are willing to deny ourselves and obey the Lord’s order (See 1Sam. 17:47).

Luke. 14:32 “Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace.”


YLT: “and if not so he being yet a long way off having sent an embassy, he doth ask the things for peace.”

Spiritual Meaning: “he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace.” The Lord did not ask us to compromise with the devil, the world, the flesh and other spiritual enemies. He asked us not to pretend to be spiritual warriors by the fleshly strength.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s disciples have to be fully aware that they either cut off all means of retreat or surrender with humiliations. Christians should never fall by the wayside. 

2) The success or failure of the spiritual conflicts is determined by one idea. As long as we truly have the mind of denying ourselves and paying the price, we could conquer all the enemies. 

Luke. 14:33 “So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.”


YLT: “`So, then, every one of you who doth not take leave of all that he himself hath, is not able to be my disciple.”

Literal Meaning: the verse shows the truth to come after the Lord: 

  1) “Whoever of you” “Whoever” of Christians, instead of “someone” of Christians, can follow the Lord. 

  2) “Does not forsake” Those who “do not forsake”, instead of those who “do not have the wish” cannot follow the Lord. 

  3) “Forsake all” Those who “forsake all”, instead of those who “forsake the portion of all”, can follow the Lord. 

  4) “Cannot be My disciples.” It is not “cannot be My Christians” or “cannot be My secondary disciples”, but “cannot be My disciples”. The Lord’s disciples, having received the Lord’s strict discipline and training, follow the way of the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who really considers his profit is he who forsakes all for Christ. The man makes the most worthwhile trade. 

2) Those who forsake all and only follow the Lord “can” be the Lord’s disciples. 

3) If we are willing to forsake all, give our authority the Lord at His disposal and rely on the Lord in His mighty strength, we will be more than conquerors no matter how ferocious the devil is. 

4) Calvin said that, “I have forsaken all for Christ and what have I gained? I have gained everything in Christ.”

5) It is free to enter the kingdom of God, however, you have to pay all for the deeper confession of faith. 
Luke. 14:34 “‘Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?”


YLT: “`The salt [is] good, but if the salt doth become tasteless, with what shall it be seasoned?”

The Background: the salt used in the land of Judaea and the Middle East is “rock salt” or “well salt”. Those pieces of salt, which are stones as big as fists, are dug out from rock land or well. Outside of these stones there are layers of salt. When the Jews have dinners, they hold food in their right hands and lick the salt in their left hands to get the flavor. Each of the family members has a piece of salt in the kitchen. Each of them uses his own salt when having dinners. When the piece of salt reduces its flavor and finally loses its flavor, the former piece of salt turns to be a stone and is abandoned casually. These stones without salt are trampled underfoot by men. 

  In ancient traditions, if a Jew had betrayed his faith and then repented, before he was accepted and allowed to return to the synagogue, he must lay down at the gate of the synagogue and ask those who enter into the synagogue to trample over him with their feet. Some Christian groups also follow this tradition. The one who had been driven out by the regulations of the assembly, before he is accepted and allowed to return, is forced to lie down at the gate of the church, saying, “Trample on me for I am the salt having lost its flavor.” 


Literal Meaning: “you are the salt of the earth” the functions of salt are to flavor and sterilize. We have dual functions on earth:

  1) To make peace;

  2) To prevent and eliminate sins and corruptions.

  “If the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” “The salt loses its flavor” symbolizes that Christians have lost their function and act the same as the world. They are not separated from the world.

 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Salt is used as flavor and antisepsis. Christians, having the nature of salt, are able to make men refreshing and prevent them from sins. Normal Christians could reduce improper things that would happen all around them.

2) Salt is to flavor but it has to be dissolved so as to perform its function. In the same way, we have to dissolve ourselves, sacrifice ourselves and losses ourselves and then become others’ blessings. 

3) The aim of Christians of living in the world is not to gain from others, but to dedicate to others. 

4) Salt is able to sterilize. Christians should be separated from the world and do not follow the bad example of the world. Only by this way Christians could perform their function as to prevent morality from being ruined. 

5) To sons and daughters of God, having the life of God is not enough. They have to let the life become our dispositions. You are “the salt” is not enough. Only when you are “salty”, you are useful. 

6) Christians are those in whom is Christ. The flavor of him is not of nature but comes from Christ just like the flavor of pickles comes from sauce. Wherever a Christian is, he should manifest the life of Christ, sending out the flavor of Christ’s righteousness, love, light and holiness. 

7) Pure salt could not lose its flavor. Therefore if Christians walk by the nature of the divine life in them, they will naturally perform the functions of “salt”.

8) If salt is mixed with dust, the salty flavor will not be shown. If believers love the world, get along with the world and are infected with sins, they surely lose their flavor and could not perform their functions to the world.

9) The more we forsake the earthly things, the saltier we will be. However, if we are unwilling to forsake all things in this life, we will lose the flavor. 

Luke. 14:35 “It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!’”


YLT: “neither for land nor for manure is it fit they cast it without. He who is having ears to hear let him hear.’”

Meaning of Words: “neither fit…nor”: unworthy, not meet, not appropriate.
Literal Meaning: the verse shows that the salt that has lost its flavor is not fit for anything and it could only be threw out. 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” It shows that there are many people who cannot hear the above-mentioned words because they do not have the spiritual ears. However, to those who have the spiritual ears, the words are quite important.


Spiritual Meaning: “It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill.” There may be two kinds of explanations according to different angles of time: 

  1) Concerning the time when believers are alive, “land” is the type of the assembly (See 1Cor. 3:9); “dunghill” is the type of all things (See Pill. 3:9), i.e. the world. Christians who have lost their effect of life are neither fit for the church nor the world. 
  2) Concerning the time when believers face the judgment-seat of Christ after their death, “the land” is the type of the reward of the coming kingdom; “dunghill” is the type of the centralized place of dirtiness, i.e. the lake of fire (See Rev. 21:8; 22:15). When the Lord comes again the failing Christians will be cast out into the outer darkness temporarily, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth (See Matt. 25:30). However, they will not be thrown into the lake of fire because they have been saved and they won’t perish. (Note that before the coming of a new heaven and a new earth, the failing Christians will probably be disciplined and trained for a period of time, until they are well prepared.)

  “But men throw it out.” “Out” indicates that it is beyond the realm of glory. The testimony of Christians is trodden (See Matt. 5:13), humiliated and despised and therefore it is in the realm of humiliation. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If Christians become the salt that has lost its flavor, they are useless in the church and are despised and mocked by the world. 

2) The failing Christian not only falls from God’s standard but also is not fit for the nature of the world. Because he has received some knowledge of the Bible and spiritual experiences that make him be incompatible with the mode of the world. However, he lacks the sufficient grace and joy that could make him walk on the way of Christians. 

3) “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” It implies that not everyone is willing to listen to the strict requirements of disciples. However, if one is willing to follow the Lord Jesus regardless of any price, he should hear and follow Him. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Feast of the World 

I. He invites someone to dinner apparently and actually he harbors malicious intentions (v.1).

II. The gusts choose the best places because of their arrogance (v.7, 11).

III. The common people give a dinner, hoping that they would be repaid (v.12).

The Feast of the Kingdom of God------So Great Salvation 

I. The master of the feast is great------God Himself------“a certain man” (v.16a).

II. The supper itself is great------“gave a great supper” (v.16b).

III. The guests that have been invited are many------“invited many” (v.16c).

IV. The supper is abundant------“all things are now ready” (v.17).

V. Many times------He sent servants to invite men again and again (v.16-17, 21,23).

VI. Objects are wide------“bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind” (v.21). 

VII. The realm is broad------it includes “the streets and lanes of the city” (v.21), “the highways and hedges” (v.23). 

Three Periods of Salvation

I. The period of the preparation of salvation------He sent out the invitation to the Jews (v.16).

II. The period of the perfection of salvation------it is rejected by the Jews (v.17-20).

III. The period of the extension of salvation------He declared to the poor and the Gentiles (v.21-23).

The Triple Tests of the Lord’s Disciples 

I. Love the Lord more than one’s father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and one’s own life (v.26).

II. Bear his cross (v.27).

III. Forsake all (v.33).

The Directions of the Spiritual Pursuit 

I. Up-building------build a tower (v.28-30).

II. Forward-striding------go to make war (v.31-32).

III. Inner-enriching------keep the flavor of salt (v.33).

The Preparations and Persistence of Following the Lord 

I. Preparations------sit down first and count the cost and consider (v.28-32)------one is sure that he is willing to pay the price for the Lord. 

II. Persistence------do not let the salt lose its flavor (v.34-35)------it is not to follow in form but to follow in reality. 

Luke Chapter Fifteen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Joy of The Holy Trinity for the Repentance of A Sinner 

I. The joy that the Son of God found the lost sheep (v.1-7).

II. The joy that the Holy Spirit found the lost coin (v.8-10).

III. The joy that God the Father gained the prodigal son (v.11-32).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 15:1 “Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him.”


YLT: “And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming nigh to him, to hear him,”

The Background: “all the tax collectors and the sinners” They were of the social strata that was despised by the pious Jews at that time (See Acts. 10:28).

Luke. 15:2 “And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, ‘This Man receives sinners and eats with them.’”


YLT: “and the Pharisees and the scribes were murmuring, saying This one doth receive sinners, and doth eat with them.’”

The Background: “the Pharisees and scribes” “The Pharisees” were of the strictest sect of Judaism. They boasted that they lived a holy life, were pious towards God and had the abundant knowledge of the Bible. “The scribes” were those who specially transcribed and taught the Old Testament. They were familiar with the Old Testament and the explanations of the elders to the Law. Most of the scribes were the Pharisees and not all of them were the Pharisees. 


Literal Meaning: “complained, saying” They murmured and complained among themselves and did not talk in public. 

  “And eats with them” Eating with someone means not only the simple communion but also the reception and approval (See Acts. 11:3; 1Cor. 5:11; Gal. 2:12). 


Spiritual Meaning: “the Pharisees” symbolize the traditional religious believers. “The scribes” symbolize men with knowledge and status in the circle of religion. 

  Religious ones only condemn others and are unaware that they themselves are in sin. They hold that God is righteous towards men and therefore everyone of God should preserve their purity and do not associate with sinners. However, the Lord Jesus always rejects men’s religious concepts. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Pharisees measure the Lord with the traditional religious concepts and they could not follow the actions of the Lord. If we adhere obstinately to the old concepts of the Bible, we won’t follow the Lord’s new guidance. 

2) Though men are unrighteous, they like God dealing with men with righteousness. Men blame God that He has shown mercy to men because they do not know God’s grace. Therefore the attitude of grace is criticized and blamed by men. 

3) Though the Lord contacts with sinners, the Bible says that, He is separate from sinners (Heb. 7:26). Only the one who is separate from sinners is able to draw near to sinners. 

Luke. 15:3 “So He spoke this parable to them, saying:”


YLT: “And he spake unto them this simile, saying,”

Meaning of Words: “parable”: illustration, comparison. 


Literal Meaning: “so” shows that v.1-2 is the background and origin for the following three parables. 

  “Parable” is a way to express the profound truth with things that all are familiar with. 


Spiritual Meaning: The three parables that the Lord has said in this chapter typify that the Holy Trinity loves sinners and finds and accepts sinners: 

  1) The Son came to the world, found sinners on the earth and brought sinners who had repented to the household of God (v.3-7).

  2) The Spirit searches in the hearts of sinners until sinners are moved to repent to God (v.8-10).

  3) God the Father accepts sinners who have repented and turned to Him and He makes merry and is glad (v.11-32).

Luke. 15:4 “‘What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?”


YLT: “`What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one out of them, doth not leave behind the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go on after the lost one, till he may find it?”

The Background: “the one which is lost” Sheep are naturally stupid and clumsy and they are easy to get lost. Therefore they need to be shepherded and guided by shepherds. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a hundred sheep” symbolize the world and they specially indicate the Jews. “One of them which is lost” symbolizes the sinner and her it specially indicates the tax collectors and sinners of the Jews. “The ninety-nine” symbolize those who are self-righteous and unwilling to repent and here they specially indicate the Pharisees and scribes of the Jews. “The shepherd that finds the sheep” is the type of Christ. 

  “Does not leave the nine-nine in the wilderness” “wilderness” symbolizes the world. “Leave in the wilderness” shows that Christ came to the world and dwelt among men (See John.1: 14).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Probably we hold that we are the smallest one among the very many Christians. However, the Lord values us and He will never forget us. If we get lost, He will go out sorrowfully and find us back. 

2) The parable of the lost sheep shows that if men depart from Christ, they will lose His abundant shepherding, provision, rest, guidance, protection and etc (See Ps. 23). 

Luke. 15:5 “And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.”


YLT: “and having found, he doth lay [it] on his shoulders rejoicing,”

Spiritual Meaning: “he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing” “lays it on his shoulders” It shows the power of the Lord to save us and the love of His salvation. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the shepherd finds the sheep, he does not punish the sheep and “lays it on his shoulders” and brings it to home. Every time we are found again by the Lord after we have departed from the Lord, we lie down in the bosom of the Lord and enjoy the Lord’s grace and then return to the church. 

2) “On his shoulders” It implies that those who have been saved have the special position and the intimate relationship with the Lord. The ordinary men cannot know it. 

Luke. 15:6 “And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'”


YLT: “and having come to the house, he doth call together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, because I found my sheep the lost one.”

Literal Meaning: the shepherd did not rejoice that he was exempt from the loss but rejoice that the sheep avoided swallowed by wild beasts. 


Spiritual Meaning: “when he comes home” “house” typifies the household of God, i.e. the assembly. 

  “He calls together his friends and neighbors” “his friends and neighbors” are the type of the Holy Trinity and angels. 

Luke. 15:7 “I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.”


YLT: “`I say to you, that so joy shall be in the heaven over one sinner reforming, rather than over ninety-nine righteous men, who have no need of reformation.”

Meaning of Words: “repentance”: the change of thoughts and minds. 


Literal Meaning: “repent” means that one’s thoughts turn to God from the rebellion against God. “Need no repentance” It is the ironic word and it is said to the Pharisees (See v.2) that they are self-righteous (See Matt. 5:27-39; 7:36-50; 18:9) and do not think that they need to repent. 

  “Likewise there will be more joy in heaven” God’s care and joy to the repentance of sinners is in strong contrast with the attitude of the Pharisees and scribes (See v.2). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The self-righteous ones think that they are good and do not need to repent and therefore they won’t repent and “need no repentance”. 

2) Confessing that one is the lost sinner and repenting could bring the Lord the fullness of joy. However, He cannot have this kind of joy from those who do not need the repentance. 

Luke. 15:8 “‘Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?”


YLT: “`Or what woman having ten drachms, if she may lose one drachm, doth not light a lamp, and sweep the house, and seek carefully till that she may find?”

The Background: “one coin” was the drachma in the Greek currency system and it was equal to one Roman denarii. It was about the daily wage of a worker at that time (See Matt. 20:2). 

  “Search carefully” In the ancient times, the windows of houses were very small and there weren’t widows even in some houses and the land was the soil. Therefore it was difficult to find a coin. 

  It is said that in ancient time, the Jewish women liked to wear a string of adornment named semedi on the forehead. The semedi was made of silver. This string of semedi represented the token of engagement or marriage. Though it was not of great value, it was priceless in the sight of that woman who wore it. Therefore once one coin was lost, she must sweep the house and search carefully until she found it. 


Spiritual Meaning: “woman” typifies the Holy Spirit. “Ten silver coins” symbolize the world and here they specially indicate the Jews. “One coin which is lost” symbolizes sinners and here it specially indicates the tax collectors and sinners of the Jews. “Nine coins” symbolize those who are self-righteous and unwilling to repent and here they specially indicate the Pharisees and scribes of the Jews. 

  “Light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully” “Light a lamp” symbolizes that the Holy Spirit lightens men by God’s words (See Ps. 119:105, 130). “Sweep the house” symbolizes that the Holy Spirit inspires men’s hearts. “Search carefully” symbolizes the anointing and working of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit lightens, inspires and works in the hearts of sinners and makes sinners be aware of their positions and states and then they would repent. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The parable of the coin which is lost shows that we are God’s possession. He values us and is unwilling to leave us in darkness. 

2) The coin which is lost loses its value of existence in the sight of its master. If we do not live at the Spirit’s (the woman’s) disposal, we will lose all the spiritual value. 

Luke. 15:9 “And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!'”


YLT: “and having found, she doth call together the female friends and the neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I found the drachm that I lost.”

Spiritual Meaning: “she calls her friends and neighbors together” “her friends and neighbors” are the type of the Holy Trinity and angels. 

Luke. 15:10 “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’”


YLT: “`So I say to you, joy doth come before the messengers of God over one sinner reforming.’” 
Luke. 15:11 “Then He said: ‘A certain man had two sons.”


YLT: “And he said, ‘A certain man had two sons,”

Spiritual Meaning: “a certain man” indicates the father, the type of God the Father. “Two sons” symbolize the world that is created by God. 

Luke. 15:12 “And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood.”


YLT: “and the younger of them said to the father, Father, give me the portion of the substance falling to [me], and he divided to them the living.”

Meaning of Words: “goods”: property; “livelihood”: the means of livelihood, this life, living. 


The Background: according to the custom of the Jews, the elder son is given the double portion of all (See Deut. 21:17) and therefore “the portion of goods that falls to the younger son” should be one third of the goods. The father may divide the livelihood beforehand and he still keeps his livelihood until his death. Usually the father would not divide the goods practically during his lifetime. 


Literal Meaning: “give me the portion of goods that falls to me” “the portion of goods that falls to me” indicates the possession that the son should inherit. 

  “So he divided to them his livelihood.” “Livelihood” in the original means life and it is also translated as this life (8:14), i.e. the present state of existence. It could also be translated as “the living” (Mark. 12:44) which includes the way of making a living. It indicates what the father relies on, i.e. the living and property of the father. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the younger son” symbolizes the sinner and here he specially indicates the tax collectors and sinners of the Jews (See v.1). “Father” symbolizes God the Father. “Livelihood” symbolizes the inborn ability and wisdom, body and belongings that God has given men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we value what of “God” (“goods”) more than God Himself, God will surely give us them because they are the portion that fall to us. However, we should take care that the gaining of God’s “livelihood” would always make us depart from God Himself (See v.13). 

2) Whenever we grasp things “of God” in our hands and do not allow God to control them, we are the prodigal sons. Even if we are still in the household of God, our hearts have already departed from God’s household. 

Luke. 15:13 “And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.”


YLT: “`And not many days after, having gathered all together, the younger son went abroad to a far country, and there he scattered his substance, living riotously;”

Meaning of Words: “with prodigal living”: live a life of luxury; “waste”: scatter; “possession” is the same with “portion” in v.12 in the original. 


Spiritual Meaning: “journeyed to a far country” “far” symbolizes the world that lies under the control of Satan. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The way for the world to fall is to be independent of God first (See v.12) and then to depart from God------“journeyed to a far country”.

2) Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting (Rom. 1:28)------“there wasted his possessions with prodigal living”.

Luke. 15:14 “But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.”


YLT: “and he having spent all, there came a mighty famine on that country, and himself began to be in want;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Things that God gives us” are limited. However, God Himself is unlimited. Those who only seek the limited things that are given by God and lose the unlimited God will consequently “have spent all” and “begin to be in want”.

2) Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god (See Ps. 16:4). 

Luke. 15:15 “Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.”


YLT: “and having gone on, he joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him to the fields to feed swine,”

The Background: “swine” is unclean and dirty in the sight of God (Lev. 11:7; 2Pet. 2:22). Generally speaking, the Jews did not feed swine at that time because swine could neither be sacrificed nor be eaten as food (the Jews do not eat pork) and therefore the one who kept the swine may be the Gentile. 


Spiritual Meaning: “then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country” It symbolizes that he relies on the way and help of the world and men. 

  “And he sent him into his fields to feed swine.” “Fields” symbolize the world. “Feed swine” symbolizes the unclean business.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is a group of people in the society. They seem to be normal from their appearance, handling all kinds of professions diligently day and night. However most of their works are unclean and dirty.  

2) The feature of swine is that it “keeps feeding” and in the end it becomes men’s food. The feature of the world is that they keep seeking earthly enjoyment and in the end they turn to be the devil’s enjoyment. 

3) If believers depart from God and turn to seek the help from men, what they gain is merely like “feeding swine” that is unclean and dirty in the sight of God and despised by God’s people. 

Luke. 15:16 “And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.”


YLT: “and he was desirous to fill his belly from the husks that the swine were eating, and no one was giving to him.”

The Background: “pod” is the seed of a kind of evergreen tree in Palestine and it is named “the pod of the carob-tree”. It could be used as feedstuff for livestock and the food for the poor. An interesting rabbi recorded that, “the people of Israel won’t repent unless they fall and have to fill themselves with the pods.” It is said that when John the Baptist was in the wilderness, he ate this kind of pod and therefore it is also called “the bread of the Saint John”. 


Spiritual Meaning: the verse typifies that the one who falls in sin lives a miserable and shabby life. 

Luke. 15:17 “‘But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!”


YLT: “`And having come to himself, he said, How many hirelings of my father have a superabundance of bread, and I here with hunger am perishing!” 

Spiritual Meaning: “he came to himself” “come to” is due to the Holy Spirit’s lightening and searching in his heart (See v.8). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God always reminds men about something or speaks to men by the circumstances. Many times, the tough circumstances are the hidden blessings. 

2) Sinner always comes to himself in his inward part first and then has the outward changes of behaviors. 

3) Men’s awakening includes two aspects: one is to see the richness of God and the other is to see his own poorness. 

4) The one who really comes to himself thinks over God instead of himself. 

5) If one has not seen his own state that “he is extremely distressed”, it will be difficult for him to set his mind to believe in God. 
Luke. 15:18 “I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,”


YLT: “having risen, I will go on unto my father, and will say to him, Father, I did sin to the heaven, and before thee,”

The Background: “I have sinned against heaven” The Jews usually dare not call God directly and therefore they use heaven to present God. 


Spiritual Meaning: “I will arise” It symbolizes the determination of repentance of a sinner who comes to himself. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If men only come to themselves and have not changed their minds (repentance), it is still of effect. 

2) Repentance is to come to God the Father and repent towards God. Repentance is neither repenting towards goodness nor giving up evil to return to good but turning one’s mind to God. 

3) All sins not only sin against men but also sin against God Himself. And because one’s sin has sinned against God and then it sins against men. 

4) If one really knows his state of corruption, he nearly walks on the way to be granted grace and be saved. 
Luke. 15:19 “and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.’”


YLT: “and no more am I worthy to be called thy son; make me as one of thy hirelings.”

Literal Meaning: the words of the prodigal son show that: 1) He was unaware of the love of his father. 2) He did not dare to hope to gain the blessing as a son. 3) He wanted to atone for mistakes by meritorious services. 


Spiritual Meaning: “and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” It symbolizes that men think that they are unworthy to gain God’s grace freely. 

  “Make me like one of your hired servants.” It symbolizes that men want to please God by the improvement of their behaviors. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Once a depraved sinner repents, he wants to work for God and serve Him in order to please Him. They are unaware that the thought is actually against God’s love and grace and it even humiliates God’s heart and will. 

2) Men measure God’s salvation with the wrong concept of “hired servants”: if I give God what He deserves, He will give me what I deserve. If I work for God, He will give me the wage. God gives us according to that I give to Him. 

Luke. 15:20 “‘And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.”


YLT: “`And having risen, he went unto his own father, and he being yet far distant, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and having ran he fell upon his neck and kissed him;”

Literal Meaning: “But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him” It did not take place by accident. The father must overlook at the gate every day and wait for the prodigal son to return home. 

  “And had compassion” Please note that his father had compassion before the younger son began to speak. 

  “And ran” “Ran” shows the urgency of the father. By running the father used the shortest time to shorten the distance. 

  “And fell on his neck and kissed him.” It was the warm and kind acceptance. 

  Please note that the description of the father in this verse is very vivid: 1) “saw” his eyes moved. 2) “had compassion” his heart moved. 3) “ran” his feet moved. 4) “kissed him” his mouth moved. The father moved from head to foot.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “And he arose and came to his father.” If the prodigal son only comes to himself in his heart and has not repented, he won’t be accepted by his father. We should have the outward behaviors to match up with the inner inspiration. 
2) “When he was still a great way off, his father saw him.” It is not that the prodigal son knocks the door but that the father has already waited for the prodigal son at that gate. It is not that a sinner repents to God but that God waits for and accepts the sinner who has repented. 

3) It is not that a sinner is forgiven because he prays to God and moves Him but that the moment a sinner repents, God forgives him. 

4) A sinner thought that God was very awesome and should be feared when he repented. However, after he has repented he finds that how kindly and amiable God is! 

5) The prodigal son (a sinner) returns to God the Father due to the Holy Spirit’s searching (See v.8). God the Father accepts the prodigal son who comes back due to Christ’s searching in His redemption (See v.4). 
Luke. 15:21 “And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'”


YLT: “and the son said to him, Father, I did sin to the heaven, and before thee, and no more am I worthy to be called thy son.”

Literal Meaning: please note that in this verse the prodigal son did not finish the words that he had prepared and he lacked that “make me like one of your hired servants” (See v.19), showing that he was interrupted by his father. 


Enlightenment in the Word: God only accepts a sinner’s confession and does not accept a sinner’s prayer to atone for a crime by good deeds. God likes that men admit their wrongness and does not like men to think that they could do something for Him. 

Luke. 15:22 “‘But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.”


YLT: “`And the father said unto his servants, Bring forth the first robe, and clothe him, and give a ring for his hand, and sandals for the feet;”

Meaning of Words: “the best”: the first. 


Literal Meaning: “But the father said to his servants” “But” fully shows the father’s love and grace. It was contrary to the thought of the prodigal son and it interrupted his nonsense. 

  “Bring out the best robe.” The father only mentioned “the best robe”, showing that the servants already knew the robe that the father had mentioned. “The” indicates that the special robe was prepared for the peculiar aim and time. “The best robe” is the symbol of nobleness and it represents the sonship. “Bring out” matches up with the father’s “ran” (See v.20).

  “Put a ring on his hand” “Ring” is the symbol of authority and it represents the authority of son. 

  “And sandals on his feet.” The slaves were barefoot. “Sandals” is the symbol of freedom and the sandals represent the freedom of son. 

  Robe, ring and sandals, each of them symbolizes the position and acceptance (See Gen. 41:42; Zech. 3:4). 


Spiritual Meaning: “servants” typify angels who are ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14). 

  “The best robe” symbolizes that Christ is the righteousness that satisfies God and He covers sinners who have repented (Jer. 23:6; 1Cor. 1:30; See Is. 61:10; Zech. 3:4). 

  “Ring” symbolizes the seal of the Holy Spirit with which believers who have been accepted by God have been sealed (See Eph. 1:13; Gen. 24:47; 41:42).

  “Sandals” symbolize the power of God’s salvation that makes believers be separate from the dirty land. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One’s being saved is according to the mind of God instead of our mind. 

2) We should be condemned “but” God has justified us. We should be punished “but” God deals with us with His kindness. 

3) Whenever a sinner turns back, immediately he is son in God’s sight. 

4) “The best robe” replaces the filthy clothes of the prodigal son (See Is. 64:6).

5) The best robe on him, the ring on his hand and the sandals on his feet make the poor prodigal son match up with his rich father and be qualified to enter father’s household and sit with the father. God’s salvation is to adorn us with Christ and the Holy Spirit so that we could enjoy the fullness of His household. 

6) Salvation shows the abundance of the household of God instead of our poorness. A man of God’s household could enjoy the abundance of God’s household joyfully and there is no need for us to dare that we may use it up. 

Luke. 15:23 “And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;”


YLT: “and having brought the fatted calf, kill [it], and having eaten, we may be merry,”

Meaning of Words: “kill”: sacrifice. 


The Background: the Jews kept “the fatted calf” in the cattle-shed, especially for the use of significantly joyous and special occasions, e.g. the reception of noble guests and special feasts.  

Literal Meaning: “the best robe” (v.22) makes the prodigal son be able to meet the requirements of the father so that the father is satisfied. “The fatted calf” makes the prodigal son be filled and no longer feels hungry. Therefore the father and son could rejoice together. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the fatted calf” symbolizes the full Christ (See Eph. 3:8) who died for us on the cross and became the enjoyment of believers. 

  God’s salvation has two aspects: the best robe symbolizes the outer and objective aspect and the fatted calf symbolizes the inner and subjective aspect. It is our outer salvation that Christ is our righteousness. It is our inner salvation that Christ is our life and enjoyment. 

Luke. 15:24 “for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.”


YLT: “because this my son was dead, and did live again, and he was lost, and was found; and they began to be merry.”

Spiritual Meaning: “was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found” All sinners who were lost were dead in the sight of God and they had been quickened together with Christ when they were saved (See Eph. 2:1, 5; John. 5:24-25; Col. 2:13). Therefore every Christian “was dead and is alive again and was lost and is found” in the sight of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The one who “was dead and is alive again and was lost and is found” is more precious than the original and natural one in the sight of the Holy Trinity and makes Him happier (See v.7, 10). 

2) Keeping the natural good points and inborn goodness is of little spiritual value. Only Christ’s life of resurrection that has been manifested after the work of death of the cross is in accord with God’s eternal will. 

3) “And they began to be merry.” Once the joy of salvation begins, it won’t end. 

Luke. 15:25 “‘Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.”


YLT: “`And his elder son was in a field, and as, coming, he drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing,”

Spiritual Meaning: “his older son” symbolizes those who are self-righteous and do not repent and here it specially indicates the Pharisees and the scribes (See v.2) who rely on their works (what “in the field” stands for) and follow after the Law of righteousness (See Rom. 9:31-32). 

Luke. 15:26 “So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.”


YLT: “and having called near one of the young men, he was inquiring what these things might be,” 
Luke. 15:27 “And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'”


YLT: “and he said to him Thy brother is arrived, and thy father did kill the fatted calf, because in health he did receive him back.”

Meaning of Words: “safe and sound”: in health, wholesome. 

Luke. 15:28 “‘But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.”


YLT: “`And he was angry, and would not go in, therefore his father, having come forth, was entreating him;”

Spiritual Meaning: “But he was angry and would not go in.” The resentment of the elder son is just like the attitude of the Pharisees and the scribes who rejected the Lord Jesus. 

  There are two kinds of sins of men: the sin of behaviors and the sin of disposition. What the younger son had committed was the sin of behaviors and the elder son committed the sin of disposition. The sin of disposition includes selfishness, jealousy, pride, anger, unkindness, self-righteousness, viciousness and cruelty. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Darby said that “self-righteousness does not have a foothold where God takes delight in. If God deals with sinners with kindness, what is the use of our righteousness?” 

2) We should examine ourselves carefully and we should not have the spirit of the elder son who was angry outside and “would not go in” when others enter the kingdom of God joyfully. 

Luke. 15:29 “So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.”


YLT: “and he answering said to the father, Lo, so many years I do serve thee, and never thy command did I transgress, and to me thou didst never give a kid, that with my friends I might make merry;”

Meaning of Words: “transgress”: neglect, pass away, past.


Literal Meaning: please note that the elder son looked forward to making merry with his friends and would not come home and be merry with the father. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Lo, these many years I have been serving you” symbolizes that the Pharisees and the scribes were slaves under the Law and they kept the letters and ordinances of the Law. 

Luke. 15:30 “But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.'”


YLT: “but when thy son this one who did devour thy living with harlots came, thou didst kill to him the fatted calf.”

Literal Meaning: please note that in v.29-30 the elder son did not call “father” but “your, your, you”. It shows that though he toiled and labored, he did not respect his father from his heart and on the contrary, he hated his father. 

  “This son of yours” The heart of the brother was so vicious that he even did not admit that the prodigal son was his brother. The parable shows that the Pharisees did not understand the love of God and in their hearts they held the exclusive sense of self-centered that was vastly different from the love of God. 

Luke. 15:31 “‘And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.”


YLT: “`And he said to him, Child, thou art always with me, and all my things are thine;”

Enlightenment in the Word: those who lack the spiritual revelation do not know God’s presence (“you are always with me”) and Christ’s fullness (“all that I have”), i.e. the rewards that God will give men (“is yours”). Therefore in their religious life, they have never tasted Christ as their satisfaction and rejoice (See v.29) and they are jealous of the younger brothers who seem be less pious than them and gain the full enjoyment and they disdain to enter the full enjoyment with them together (See v.28).

Luke. 15:32 “It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’”


YLT: “but to be merry, and to be glad, it was needful, because this thy brother was dead, and did live again, he was lost, and was found.’” 

  Please see the note of v.24. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The General View of the Parables of God’s Salvation 

I. They typify the work of the Holy Trinity: 

  A. The Son of God the Lord Jesus found it and laid it on His shoulders (v.3-7).

  B. The Holy Spirit lightened and found it (v.8-10).

  C. The Father accepted the son (v.11-32).

II. They symbolize three kinds of relationship between men and God: 

  A. Sheep symbolize that men were taken care of by God (v.3-7). 

  B. Coins symbolize that men were possessions that were valued by God (v.8-10).

  C. The son symbolizes that men were of God and were for the joy of God (v.11-32).

III. They symbolize three kinds of reasons and results of sin: 

  A. The sheep was lost in the wilderness because of ignorance (v.3-7).

  B. The coin was lost in the darkness because it fell from the high (v.8-10).

  C. The prodigal son was lost in sin because he departed from the household of the father (v.11-32).

IV. They symbolize three kinds of reasons and results of repentance: 

  A. One was laid on His shoulder because the Lord found him (v.3-7)------He takes the responsibility to men. 

  B. One was put on His head because the Holy Spirit lightened him (v.8-11)------He values men. 

  C. One was embraced by Him because of God’s acceptance (v.11-32)------He protects men. 

V. They symbolize that God the Father likes sinners who repent more than those who are self-righteous and do not repent: 

  A. The lost sheep was found and it typifies that a sinner repents. The ninety nine sheep typify those who are self-righteous and do not repent (v.3-7).

  B. The lost coin was found and it typifies that a sinner repents. The nine coins typify those who are self-righteous and do not repent (v.8-10).

  C. The younger son returned home and it typifies that a sinner repents. The younger son typifies those who are self-righteous and do not repent (v.11-32).

The Shepherd Found the Lost Sheep

I. Having a hundred sheep (v.4a)------it typifies that the world are of the Lord. 

II. He loses one of them (v.4b)------it typifies that a sinner is far away from the Lord and is lost in the world. 

III. And go after the one which is lost (v.4c)------it typifies that the Lord came to find men. 

IV. He has found it, rejoicing (v.5a)-----it typifies that the Lord likes sinners repenting. 

V. He lays it on his shoulders, he comes home (v.5b)------it typifies that the power of the Lord brings sinners return to the household of God. 

VI. He calls together his friends and neighbors to rejoice with him (v.6)-----it typifies that the Holy Trinity and angels are merry because a sinner has repented. 

VII. There will be more joy over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance [image: image1.png]


(v.7)------it typifies that the one who repents makes Him happier than those who are self-righteous and do not repent. 

A Woman Found the Lost Coin 

I. A woman (v.8a)------she typifies the Holy Spirit. 

II. Having ten silver coins (v.8b)------it typifies that the world are of Him. 

III. She loses one coin (v.8b)------it typifies that a sinner falls in the darkness. 

IV. Light a lamp (v.8b)------it typifies the lightening of the Holy Spirit. 

V. Sweep the house (v.8b)------it typifies that the Holy Spirit inspires one’s heart. 

VI. Search carefully (v.8b)------it typifies that the anointment of the Holy Spirit
 is meticulous.  

VII. Until she finds it (v.8c)------it typifies that until the Holy Spirit makes a sinner repent. 

VIII. She calls her friends and neighbors together to rejoice with her (v.9-10)------it typifies that the Holy Trinity and angels are merry because a sinner has repented. 

The Father Accepted the Prodigal Son

1. A father (v.11a)------he typifies God the Father. 

2. Had two sons (v.11b)------it typifies that the world are of God. 

3. The younger of them (v.12a)------he typifies a sinner. 

4. He asked his father to give him the portion of goods (v.12b)------it typifies that he has received all the talents and properties from God. 

5. Gathered all together (v.13a)------it typifies that men rebel against God and are unwilling to be at God’s disposal. 

6. Journeyed to a far country (v.13b)------it typifies that men are far away from God. 

7. There wasted his possessions with prodigal living (v.13c)------it typifies that a sinner falls in sin and hurts himself. 

8. He had spent all (v.14a)------it typifies that men use up all that God has given them. 

9. There arose a severe famine in that land (v.14b)------it typifies that nothing in the world could satisfy his heart. 

10. And he began to be in want (v.14c)------it typifies the poorness and vanity of one’s hearts. 

11. Joined himself to a citizen of that country (v.15a)------it typifies that he relies on men’s way. 

12. He sent him into his fields to feed swine (v.15b)------it typifies that he lives a unclean and sinful life in the world. 

13. He would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything (v.16)------it typifies that he lives an inhuman life. 

14. He came to himself (v.17a)------it typifies that the awakening of the heart of a sinner. 

15. How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger (v.17b)------it typifies that he years for God’s blessing. 

16. I will arise and go to my father (v.18a)-----it typifies that he has an idea to turn to God. 

17. I will say to the father, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you (v.18b)------it typifies that he feels that he has sinned against God. 

18. I am no longer worthy to be called your son (v.19a)------it typifies that he feels that he is unworthy to gain God’s blessing freely. 

19. Make me like one of your hired servants. (v.19b)------it typifies that he wants to make amends for his sins by his deeds. 

20. He arose and came to his father (v.20a)------it typifies that he puts the inspiration of heart into practice. 

21. When he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion (v.20b)------it typifies that God waits sinners to repent and He deals with sinners with kindness and mercy the moment sinners show their indication of repentance. 

22. The father ran and fell on his neck and kissed him (v.20c)------it typifies that God’s remission is immediate and complete. 

23. The son said…(v.21)------it typifies a sinner’s prayer of repentance. 

24. But the father (v.22a)------it typifies that the response of the father surpasses all understanding of sinners. 

25. Servants (v.22b)------they typify angels. 

26. Bring out the best robe and put it on him (v.22b)------it typifies that a sinners puts on Christ as his robe of righteousness so that he could be justified before God (See Is. 61:10; 1Cor. 1:30).

27. Put a ring on his hand (v.22b)------it typifies that a sinner was sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (See Eph. 1:13).

28. Put sandals on his feet (v.22c)------it typifies that a sinner gains the benefit of gospel, i.e. the power of salvation that could make him be separate from the world (See Eph. 6:15).

29. Bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry (v.23)------it typifies that Chris was killed on the cross for sinners and became the enjoyment of both men and God. 

30. This my son was dead and is alive again (v.24a)------it typifies that sinners were dead in their trespasses and sins and have been quickened together with Christ (See Eph. 2:1, 5).

31. He was lost and is found (v.24b)------it typifies that sinners were far away from God and did not seek God and now they turn back to God. 

32. They began to be merry (v.24c)------it typifies that God and men have the fullness of joy together. 

Three Phases of the Prodigal Son 

I. He journeyed to a far country (v.12-16)------the phase that he was far away from God: 

  A. He loved money more than his father (God).

  B. He loved the pleasures of sin more than money. 

  C. He sought help from men instead of his father (God).

II. He came to himself (v.17-21)------the phase that he repented and turned to God: 

  A. He saw His poor state. 

  B. He yearned for the blessing of the household of his father (God).

  C. He confessed his sin and repented to the father (God).

III. He was merry (v.22-24)------the phase that he enjoyed the joy of salvation: 

  A. He enjoyed the father’s (God) acceptance and abundant preparation. 

  B. He received Christ as his robe of righteousness. 

  C. He was sealed with the Holy Spirit.  

  D. He enjoyed the benefit of gospel, i.e. the power of salvation. 

  E. He enjoyed the life of Christ and enjoyed Him as the provision of life. 

  F. He enjoyed the heavenly joy in the household of the father (God).

Five Verbs Show the Progress of the Heart of A Sinner 

I. “Gathered” (v.13)------he kept the talents and belongings that God had given him for his own so as to satisfy his desire. 

II. “Began to be in want” (v.14)------the result of being far away from God must be the poorness and vanity of one’s spirit. 

III. “I will arise” (v.18)------he was awakened because of the lightening of the Holy Spirit. 

IV. “And he arose” (v.20)------he used his will to put his heart of repentance into practice. 

V. “They began to be merry” (v.24)------a sinner has repented and then God and men are merry. 

The One who Is Self-righteous and Does not Repent 

I. His elder son (v.25a)------he typifies the one who is self-righteous and does not repent. 

II. Was in the filed (v.25b)------it typifies that he makes amends to please God by his deeds in the world. 

III. He was angry when he heard that his father welcomed the return of his younger brother (v.25c-28a)------it typifies that he does not agree on the way of God’s redemption. 

IV. He would not go in (v.28b)------it typifies that he is unwilling to enter God’s assembly. 

V. He complained that the father did not repay his faithful service of many years (v.29a)------it typifies his self-righteousness that he thinks that he has already kept the Law of God and should be worthy of God’s reward. 

VI. That I might make merry with my friends (v.29b)------it typifies that he desires something besides God. 

The Comparisons of Two Sons 

I. Both the elder son and the younger one were prodigal sons: 

  A. One was in the field (v.25) and the other fed swine in the field (v.15)------both of them were in the world. 

  B. One drew near to the house (v.25) and the other journeyed to a far country (v.13)------both of them departed from the household of God. 

  C. One had friends (v.29) and the other had harlots (v.30)------both of them desired others besides God. 

  D. His father came out and pleased with one (v.28) and his father waited for and looked forward to the other (v.20)------both of them were not in accord with the will of God. 

  E. One was lost in his self-righteousness (v.29) and the other was lost in sin (v.13-16)------both of them were prodigal sons. 

II. The elder son was inferior to the younger son: 

  A. The younger son who was far away came back (v.20), however, the elder son who drew near to the house would not go in (v.28).

  B. The younger son and his father began to be merry (v.24), however, the elder son was angry with his father (v.28).

  C. The younger son felt that he sinned against his father (v.21), however, the elder son felt that his father owed him (v.29).

  D. The younger son felt that he was unworthy to be called his son (v.21), however, the elder son felt that his father was unworthy to be called his father (v.29).

  E. The younger son confessed his sin and was humble before his father (v.21), however, the elder son boasted and was proud before his father (v.29).

  F. The younger son delighted himself in his father (v.24), however, the elder son delighted himself in his friends (v.29).

The Knowledge of The Heart of God the Father 

I. He gives men goods that fall to men (v.12)------He deals with men kindly. He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust (See Matt. 5:45).

II. Though men’s requests are unjust, He still gives them (v.12)------He gives men the will of freedom and respects men’s authority. 

III. He waits for sinners and hopes that they could repent (v.20a).

IV. He accepts and forgives sinners who have repented (v.20b).

V. He gives men the adoption as sons (v.22)------He predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:5).

VI. He enjoys the joy of salvation with sinners who have repented together (v.23).

VII. He pleases with the sinner who is self-righteous and does not repent (v.28).

VIII. He is willing to give men all that He has (v.31)------He promises to give men the heavenly blessing.

IX. He does not think of the old wrongness of men and only looks at men’s present states (v.24, 32).

Luke Chapter Sixteen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Pursuit of this Life and the Coming 

I. The parable of the unjust steward------he spent money of this life to store up the blessing of the coming (v.1-13).

II. Those who covet the enjoyments of lusts (loves of money) and fulfill the lust of the flesh (whoever divorces his wife and marries another) cannot enter the kingdom of God (v.14-18).

III. The story of the rich man and Lazarus------those who only enjoy in this life will be tormented in the coming (v.19-31).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 16:1 “He also said to His disciples: ‘There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods.”


YLT: “And he said also unto his disciples, ‘A certain man was rich, who had a steward, and he was accused to him as scattering his goods;”

Meaning of Words: “wasting”: disperse, squander. 


Literal Meaning: “He also said to His disciples” It shows that the following parable of “the unjust steward” was said by the Lord Jesus to His disciples and followers. 

  “There was a certain rich man who had a steward.” “Steward” indicates the one who is responsible for the management of the house of the Lord and has the full authority to cope with the belongings of the Lord. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a rich man” is the type of the Lord Jesus. “An unjust steward” typifies the failing believers------they are unfaithful and unjust in what the Lord has entrusted them. 

  Believers are the stewards of the Lord of all and He has instructed His possessions to us for management (See 12:42; 1Cor. 4:1-2; 1Pet. 4:10). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The first and foremost responsibility of a steward is not to waste the property of the master. What believers have on them and in their hands are entrusted by the Lord to us for management. It is required by the Lord in us that we should not waste. 

2) It is wasting the Lord’s wealth to spend money only for one’s own or for useless things. 

3) The stewards of God’s assembly should be good at using not only God’s money but also the gifts, positions and influence that the Lord has entrusted us well so as to fulfill the responsibility of glorifying God and profiting men. 

4) If someone buries all that the Lord has entrusted to him and does not dare to use them because he is afraid to be punished by waste, in the end he will still be punished by the Lord (See Matt. 25:24-30).
Luke. 16:2 “So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.'”


YLT: “and having called him, he said to him, What [is] this I hear about thee? render the account of thy stewardship, for thou mayest not any longer be steward.”

Literal Meaning: “what is this I hear about you?” “This” indicates the matter that he was wasting the goods of the master (See v.1). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers are unfaithful and unjust in what the Lord has entrusted to us, they will be rejected by the Lord. 

2) One day believers will give an account of all our management before the Lord. 

3) Whether one could still be the steward of the master is determined by his past operation. If believers deal with what the Lord has entrusted to them well during their lifetime, they will deal with more and greater commissions after their death (See Matt. 25:21, 23).

Luke. 16:3 “‘Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For my master is taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.”


YLT: “`And the steward said in himself, What shall I do, because my lord doth take away the stewardship from me? to dig I am not able, to beg I am ashamed:”

Literal Meaning: “dig” indicates to hoe in the field as a farmer. “Beg” indicates to seek help from others as a beggar. 


Spiritual Meaning: “I cannot dig” It symbolizes that believers cannot bear the price of the cross. 

  “I am ashamed to beg.” It symbolizes that believers cannot humble themselves to ask others for advice. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “What shall I do?” It is the question that everyone (including believers) has to face sooner or later. 

2) Many times, in what the Lord has entrusted to believers, they are unfaithful, dishonest, lazy (I cannot dig), keen on face-saving and unwilling to be humble (“I am ashamed to beg”) and therefore it is difficult for them to give an account of this to the Lord.  

3) Though we are weak (“cannot”), His strength is made perfect in weakness (1Cor. 12:9). Therefore we should rely on the Lord and we will be more than conquerors. 

Luke. 16:4 “I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.'”


YLT: “I have known what I shall do, that, when I may be removed from the stewardship, they may receive me to their houses.”

Spiritual Meaning: “when I am put out of the stewardship” It symbolizes the time of one’s departure. 

  “They may receive me into their houses.” It symbolizes that one is received into an everlasting home (See v.9).

Luke. 16:5 “‘So he called every one of his master's debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?'”


YLT: “`And having called near each one of his lord’s debtors, he said to the first, How much dost thou owe to my lord?”

Enlightenment in the Word: each of us owes the Lord for love and we are unable to repay Him (See 7:41; Matt. 18:24-25). 

Luke. 16:6 “And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.' So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.'”


YLT: “and he said, A hundred baths of oil; and he said to him, Take thy bill, and having sat down write fifty.”

Literal Meaning: “a hundred measures of oil” The Hebrews use “measure” as the standard of the unit to measure liquid. A measure is called a bath that is about 22 liter (it is also said that it is about 39 liter).

  “Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” It shows that he deceitfully pretended to be generous by others’ wealth. He on purpose asked little from the debtors in order to gain their good impression. 


Spiritual Meaning: “oil” symbolizes the Holy Spirit. The one who owes men for oil symbolizes believers who lack the Holy Spirit and have not been filled with the Holy Spirit. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To those whose spirit states are not good and who lack the Holy Spirit (who owes oil), we should forgive them. In this way the Lord will assuredly remit us (See Matt. 6:12). 

2) We should deal with us “quickly” while there are still chances, lest we may miss the chance (See Matt. 5:25). 

Luke. 16:7 “Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?' So he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.' And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.'”


YLT: “`Afterward to another he said, And thou, how much dost thou owe? and he said, A hundred cors of wheat; and he saith to him, Take thy bill, and write eighty.”

Literal Meaning: “measure” The Hebrews use “measure” as the unit to measure solids. One measure is called a Kor. It is about 350 liter and it is the weight that a donkey could bear on back. 


Spiritual Meaning: “wheat” symbolizes life. The one who owes wheat symbolizes believers who are spiritually naïve. 


Enlightenment in the Word: when we are offended by brothers and sisters who are spiritually naïve (who owe wheat), we should forgive them willingly and not condemn us. In this way the Lord will assuredly remit us and not condemn us. 

Luke. 16:8 “So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.”


YLT: “`And the lord commended the unrighteous steward that he did prudently, because the sons of this age are more prudent than the sons of the light, in respect to their generation.”

Meaning of Words: “shrewd”: wise, prudent, skillful. 


Literal Meaning: “So the master commended that unjust steward” “The master” indicates the rich man. Obviously he knew what the steward had done. 

  “That unjust steward” It describes his character, especially his unfaithfulness in the goods of the master. 

  “Steward” indicates that he looked and thought beforehand. He knew how to spend money that he had at present to prepare for the needs in future. 

  “The sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.” “The sons of this world” indicate men in the present generation, i.e. the world. “The sons of light” indicate those in whom there is the light of life of Christ, i.e. believers (See John. 12:36; Eph. 5:8; 1Thess. 5:5).

  Notes: the first half of the verse shows that it is the rich man that praised the unjust steward and it is not the Lord Jesus that praised him. And the rich man praised his shrewdness, i.e. his skillfulness and cleverness in that kind of situation, instead of his deceitful works. 

  The last half of the verse is the comment of the Lord Jesus: if the world (“the sons of this world”) knows to seize opportunity in order to strive for the security of their safety, won’t believers (“the sons of light”) use wisdom to strive for the heavenly security and reward (See Matt. 10:16)? 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The shrewd world knows how to use the present opportunities to prepare for their future. The shrew believers are able to transfer the property of this life into the everlasting property. 

2) Believers should never learn the cunning and deceitfulness of the world and should learn their careful consideration. Foresight and alertness are the required conditions for the life of the true disciples. 

Luke. 16:9 “‘And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home.”


YLT: “and I say to you, Make to yourselves friends out of the mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye may fail, they may receive you to the age-during tabernacles.”

Meaning of Words: “unrighteous”: unjust, evil. 


Literal Meaning: “make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon” “unrighteous mammon” does not indicate mammon that is earned by unrighteous ways and it indicates that mammon of this life itself is unrighteous by nature. All the properties in this world, even the properties that are earned by legal ways are the enemy of God (v.13) and unrighteous in the sight of God. 

  “Make friends” indicates to use one’s properties to help those who are in need according to the guidance of the Lord. 

  “That when you fail.” Properties are useful when one is alive and they are of no use in the kingdom of God after one’s death. 

  “They may receive you into an everlasting home.” “They” indicate those who profit because the shrewd steward had used the unrighteous money, i.e. the friends that he had made. 

  “An everlasting home” indicates the dwelling place where believers abide in future. God will dwell with them in a new heaven and a new earth until the eternal age (See Rev. 21:3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Money itself is unrighteous. However, if one always distributes to others for the sake of the Lord, money will produce the eternal value. 

2) Believers should spend money and should not keep money. Believers should be good at using properties and should not waste them. 

3) The best way for believers to use properties well is to share them with others and “make friends” by doing so. And it is the way to lay up for oneself treasures in heaven (See Matt. 6:19).

4) The rich believers who do have the heavenly understanding won’t leave properties after their death because in their lifetime they have made many friends by using properties very well for the sake of the Lord. 

5) When we spend our money, influence, status and opportunities and even we enjoy our leisure time, we should never forget the eternal kingdom in heaven. 
Luke. 16:10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.”


YLT: “`He who is faithful in the least, [is] also faithful in much; and he who in the least [is] unrighteous, is also unrighteous in much;”

Meaning of Words: “much”: abundant, great, often. 


Spiritual Meaning: “what is least” indicates things in this life and here it specially indicates mammon (See v.13). “Much” indicates things in the coming and here it specially indicates the abundant reward of the Lord (See Matt. 25:21, 23). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One’s faithfulness is not determined by how much one has been entrusted but by the character of the one who spends the money. 

2) Faithfulness and justice lay stress on quality instead of quantity. In everything we should be faithful and just and hold the standpoint and should not let anything go at will. 

3) If one wants to achieve success, first he has to do from what is least. It is said that great oaks grow from little acorns and a ten thousand-li journey must start with the very first step. All great works in the world are the accumulation of what is least. 

4) One’s performance in what is least is sufficient to show his attitude towards what is much. 

5) It is true that he who is able to do what is least may be unable to what is much. However, how could the one who is unable to do what is least well do what is much? 
Luke. 16:11 “Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?”


YLT: “if, then, in the unrighteous mammon ye became not faithful the true who will entrust to you?”

Literal Meaning: “who will commit to your trust the true riches?” “The true riches” is “the true” in the original. All is vanity under the sun (Eccl. 1:2-3) and only the spiritual things are true. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we are unfaithful in spending money that God has entrusted to us (See 1Chron. 29:14), God will not give us the heavenly riches that have been prepared for us (See Matt. 25:34).

2) How could the one who is unfaithful in spending the worldly money be qualified to enjoy the spiritually true riches in the kingdom of God? 

Luke. 16:12 “And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your own?”


YLT: “and if in the other’s ye became not faithful your own, who shall give to you?”

Literal Meaning: “what is another man’s” indicates properties in the world. They could not be brought when men are born and they could not be taken away when men die. They are what God has entrusted to us to manage temporarily. 

  “What is your own” indicates the spiritual riches that we could possess forever, including the eternal life and God’s rewards. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We should not possess ourselves of mammon because it is “another man’s” and it is God’s. God entrusted mammon to us for management in order to test whether we are faithful. 

2) All that we have, including the material and spiritual things are what we have received from God and therefore we should not boast (See 1Cor. 4:7).

3) If we are unable to be faithful in material properties, God will entrust the true riches of the eternal age to us. 

4) Only the things that could be brought into heaven are “our own” and they have been prepared by God for those who believe in Him from the foundation of the world (See Matt. 25:34).
Luke. 16:13 “‘No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.’”


YLT: “`No domestic is able to serve two lords, for either the one he will hate, and the other he will love; or one he will hold to, and of the other he will be heedless; ye are not able to serve God and mammon.’”

Meaning of Words: “mammon”: money, profit, treasures.

Literal Meaning: citizens of the kingdom of God have been bought by a price and they are not their own (1Cor. 6:19-20), but His own special people (1Pet. 2:9). However if our hearts are towards treasure, treasure will occupy our hearts and become our lord. Consequently, we are unwittingly under its control and bondage. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers are servants, however, we are only the servants of God instead of treasure. 

2) Treasure on earth is the enemy of God and it will steal the service of God’s people that God deserves. When believers treat treasure as their lord, they could not serve God wholeheartedly. 

3) Today, the greatest temptation for believers is to serve two masters------they want to serve both God and money. Consequently, God is always despised. 

4) Those who love and serve God and mammon, just as whoever has two wives------“whoever divorces his wife and marries another” and whoever has two husbands------“whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband” (See v.18), commit the spiritual adultery. 

5) A double-minded attitude is unacceptable and there could be nothing such as a spiritual hedger. One is not serving God at all unless he serves Him wholeheartedly. 

6) If one is greedy for the earthly treasure, he could not love God whole-heartedly. We cannot love God and mammon. Only when men love God will their hearts be broadened. What great broadens one’s heart is that one is delivered from the attraction of mammon and loves God only. 

7) The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. If someone is greedy for money, he will stray from the faith (1Tim. 6:10).

8) Men could earn money, however, men should not worship money. The hearts of those who worship money could hold God. Money is not our religion and we should never let money become our God. 
Luke. 16:14 “Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him.”


YLT: “And also the Pharisees, being lovers of money, were hearing all these things, and were deriding him,”

Literal Meaning: “the Pharisees, who were lovers of money” The Pharisees thought that their money is God’s blessing and the clear proof that their observance of the Law is acceptable to God.  

  “Also heard all these things, and they derided Him.” Probably they derided Jesus that how could he live and preach for God without money. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who are lovers of money must treat mammon as their lord in their hearts and love, value and serve mammon (See v.13). It is no wonder that they despise the Lord Jesus and laugh at His words. 

2) Those who love mammon for the sake of mammon actually love themselves and consequently they will neglect others. 

Luke. 16:15 “And He said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” 


YLT: “and he said to them, `Ye are those declaring yourselves righteous before men, but God doth know your hearts; because that which among men is high, [is] abomination before God;” 

Literal Meaning: “but God knows your hearts.” The Lord Jesus here reminded the Pharisees that though they were pious apparently, God knows clearly the greed and ugliness of their hearts. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One’s heart towards God determines his attitude towards mammon. We should pursue what is precious in the sight of God. We should abominate what God abominates and love what He loves. 

2) “What is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” Mammon, which men are greedy for, is abominable in the sight of God because some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows (1Tim. 6:10). 

Luke. 16:16 “‘The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it.”


YLT: “the law and the prophets [are] till John; since then the reign of God is proclaimed good news, and every one doth press into it;”

Meaning of Words: “press”: to force, to crowd oneself into, and do one’s utmost.  


The Background: When the Lord’s forerunner John the Baptist and the Lord Himself started to work to preach the glad tidings of the kingdom of God, the Pharisees opposed them everywhere and hindered men from entering into the kingdom of God. Therefore only those who dash ahead regardless of their own safety and take it by force are able to enter into the kingdom of God. 
Literal Meaning: “the law and the prophets were until John” “The law and the prophets” refers to the revelation of the whole Old Testament. It shows that the dispensation of the Old Testament was ended until John the Baptist. 

“Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached.” “The kingdom of God” refers to the revelation of the New Testament. It shows that the beginning of the preaching of John the Baptist brought in the dispensation of the New Testament. The service of John the Baptist represented a watershed between the Old Testament and the New Testament (See Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6-12).

“Everyone is pressing into it.” “Press” refers to “force” in the original. If one wants to enter the kingdom of God, he has to be willing to pay any cost and even risks his own necks (Rom. 16:4). Only this kind of men could enter the kingdom. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the free grace for one’s being saved. However the one who wants to enter the kingdom of God should “press”. After we have been saved, if we do not pursue the kingdom, we will not receive the reward of the kingdom. 

2) One has to “press” into the kingdom of God and therefore we should “run” instead of “walk” (See 1Cor. 9:24, 26, Pill. 3:13-14, 2Tim. 4:7). Draw me, we will run after thee (Songs. 1:4). 

3) Through many tribulations we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22) and therefore we need spiritual struggle and effort (that is spiritual courage, vigor, insistence, determination and regardlessness of any persecution). 

4) The Lord’s words imply that if men want to enter into the kingdom of God, they will be confronted with various kinds of obstructions, including the concepts of religious regulations, political persecutions, the deep-rooted bad habits of loving ease and hating work, one’s discouragement and lacking of ambitions and etc. Therefore only those who press into the kingdom of God at any price are able to enter it. 

5) We should pay any price to let Christ reign in us. In this way we are living in the reality of the kingdom of God. 

6) The opposite side of “press” is common. We do not need to be offended, commit sins or love the world purposely, if we are only common Christians who muddle along, we will not be able to enter into the kingdom of God.

Luke. 16:17 “And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.”


YLT: “and it is easier to the heaven and the earth to pass away, than of the law one tittle to fall.”

Meaning of Words: “pass away”: go; “fail”: fall. 


Literal Meaning: “heaven and earth to pass away” indicates that the present heaven and earth will pass away in future (See 2Pet. 3:10, 12; Heb. 1:11-12; Rev. 21:1). 

  “It is easier…than for one tittle of the law to fail.” “One tittle” describes the filament added to letters or the outstanding part. “One tittle of the law” refers to the smallest requirement of the Law. 

  “It is easier…than…to fail.” It is the wording from the opposite side. It indicates that all the requirements of the Law will be fulfilled and realized completely in the kingdom of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Law has its authority and it will not pass away till all the demands of the Law have been accomplished.

2) The Law bounded the dispensation of the Old Testament and the service of the Lord Jesus brought in the dispensation of the New Testament. His service completely fulfilled the Law, including the slightest thing of the Law (See 21:33).

3) Since Christ has fulfilled the Law, Christians do not need to keep the regulations of the Law. We keep the spirit of the Law as long as we live in Christ.

Luke. 16:18 “‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.”


YLT: “`Every one who is sending away his wife, and marrying another, doth commit adultery; and every one who is marrying her sent away from a husband doth commit adultery.”

Meaning of Words: “divorce”: release, depart.


Literal Meaning: “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery.” According to the custom of the Jews in the ancient time, divorce is set up by the husband’s unilateral declaration of divorce to his wife. The husband does not need to ask for the agreement of his wife and divorce does not need to be decided through the judicial procedure. 

  “Adultery” in the original refers to “the sex that destroys the marriage”. The only legal reason for divorce is that one has committed adultery because in God’s sight adultery is the behavior that destroys the union of husband and wife. He who divorces his wife and marries another without reason commits adultery and owes to his wife. The words of the Lord again show that according to the regulations of the law at that time, though the husband has the right to divorce his wife, he still cannot be remitted from the condemnation of morality and conscience. 

  “Whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery” Since the only legal reason for divorce is that one has committed adultery. And whoever remarries after divorce commits adultery in the sight of God because this disobeys the order that God had made when He created man and woman and destroys the oneness of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord here approves the authority of the Law and the requirements of the Law do not fail all the time, e.g. whoever remarries after divorce still commits adultery and sins against God. 

2) Whoever marries the one who commits adultery also commits adultery. 

3) The union of man and woman is not only the outward behavior but also the change of nature (Matt. 15:19; 1Cor. 6:16). 

4) Marriage is the most important thing for Christians in their lifetime. Therefore before marriage we should open our eyes so as to observe each other carefully, lest we may regret and after marriage we should close our eyes and should not find fault with each other. 

5) Believers should not walk according to the worldly trend or be satisfied when we have obeyed the national law. In everything believers should prove what is the will of God (See Rom. 12:2). 

Luke. 16:19 “‘There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day.”


YLT: “`And a certain man was rich, and was clothed in purple and fine linen, making merry sumptuously every day,”

The Background: “rich man” sometimes men call him “Dives” (it originates from the Latin word “magnate”). 


Literal Meaning: “a certain rich man” The Lord Jesus, being directed against the Pharisee’s mocking at His words concerning mammon (See v.13-14), specially set an example of the miserable end of a rich man to warn them that they should not reject the gospel of the Savior because of the love of money. 

  “Who was clothed in purple and fine linen.” “Purple” is the symbol of the royal family and honorable men (See Esth. 8:15; Prov. 31:22; Rev. 18:12). “Fine linen” is the valuable clothes that are made by fabric of linen. 

  “Fared sumptuously every day” “Fared sumptuously” in the original means that “one not only eats delicacies from land and sea but also seeks extravagance and tries his best to live a life of pleasure”. 

Luke. 16:20 “But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate,” 


YLT: “and there was a certain poor man, by name Lazarus, who was laid at his porch, full of sores,”

Meaning of Words: “Lazarus”: the one whom God helps. 


Literal Meaning: “but there was a certain beggar named Lazarus” “Lazarus” was not the one whom the Lord asked to rise from the dead (See John. 11:43-44). The Lord Jesus did not name figures in the parables that He had said. And here he mentioned not only Lazarus but also Abraham, Moses and other true characters. Therefore the following passage is a true story instead of a fictitious parable. 

  “Full of sores” It is the common medical term in Greek and it is only recorded here in the New Testament. “Full of sores” is in strong contrast to “clothed in purple and fine linen”. 

  “Who was laid at his gate” Obviously, this rich man was not a ferocious one who bullied the poor, otherwise, he would not let a beggar beg for food at his gate. His problem was that he only saw delicacies and did not see the poor. He did not spend money well and disappointed God’s intention to entrust to him much money. 


Enlightenment in the Word: “Lazarus” in the original means “the one whom God helps”. God helps us both in the material and the Spirit. 

Luke. 16:21 “desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.”


YLT: “and desiring to be filled from the crumbs that are falling from the table of the rich man; yea, also the dogs, coming, were licking his sores.”

The Background: “desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table” It is said that at that time the Jews did not use knives and forks or scarves when having a meal and they used their hands to take food. In rich houses, they used bread to wipe their hands and threw away the bread that had been used. What Lazarus waited for at the gate was this kind of bread.  


Literal Meaning: “Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.” This sentence has two meanings: 1) the Jews treated those whom they despised as dogs and therefore it indicates that the condition of Lazarus was as pitiful as dogs and his suffering cannot be sympathized with by men. 2) The sores would spill blood. Dogs’ licking the scores is to lick the blood, showing that he was tormented to death by the dogs (See 1Kings. 21:19). 

Luke. 16:22 “So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.”


YLT: “`And it came to pass, that the poor man died, and that he was carried away by the messengers to the bosom of Abraham and the rich man also died, and was buried;”

The Background: “bosom” draws materials from the scene that the Jews attend a banquet------everyone who attends a banquet reclines on his elbow, like learning on the bosom of the one who was behind him (See John. 13:23). Therefore “bosom” means that one sits down with another. 


Literal Meaning: “was carried to Abraham’s bosom” It indicates that he enjoys the blessing with Abraham in the paradise. After their death men’s souls depart from their bodies and gathers with souls of ancestors, waiting for the judgment of the last day. 

  Abraham was the father of those who have been justified by faith (Rom. 4:11-12) and therefore his “bosom” symbolizes the temporal residence for the righteous after their death. It is a place of blessing and the pleasures there are great pleasures that have been prepared for those who are like Abraham. 

  The Lord did not obviously mention the reason why the beggar Lazarus enjoyed this special grace after his death. However, according to the principle how God gives grace to men, we could infer that he relied on God during his lifetime. And from the words in v.29 and v.31 of this chapter, he probably listened to the words of God by faith. 

  “The rich man also died and was buried.” Please note that when he died, it was not recorded that he was carried by “the angels” like Lazarus. 

  The rich man took good care of himself during his lifetime. He spent money for himself, being clothed in purple and fine linen and eating the delicacies from land and sea. However, after his death he was just buried. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The angels are ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14). They encamp all around us and deliver us (Ps. 34:7) and always behold the face of God the Father (Matt. 18:10). When the Saints died, they would carry them to the paradise. 

2) The difference between the rich man and Lazarus does not lie in the worldly richness or poorness but their relation with the world. The rich man dedicated himself to the world and served it whole-hearted and his end was vanity and pain. Lazarus demanded nothing from the world and therefore he turned to look upon God and he rested in the end. 

3) Richness may not be the sign that one has been blessed by God and poorness may not be the result that one has been cursed by God. Sometimes, richness contrarily is the test of one’s faithfulness because everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required (See 12:48). 

4) The poor would die and “the rich man also died” and everyone would die no matter who he is. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment (Heb. 9:27).

5) “The rich man also died and was buried.” Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption (1Cor. 15:50). Therefore when believers live in this world, we should not be slaves of bodies like that rich man and we should use our bodies that God has given us very well as faithful stewards of the Lord. 
Luke. 16:23 “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”


YLT: “and in the hades having lifted up his eyes, being in torments, he doth see Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom,”

Literal Meaning: “and being in torments in Hades” “Hades” is the place where souls of men stay temporarily after their death and wait for the judgment of God in the last day (Acts. 2:27, 31). It has two parts and one part is for souls of the righteous and it is also called the paradise (See 23:43) and the other take souls of sinners in (Job. 24:19). There is a great gulf fixed between two parts and one cannot pass from this part to the other (See v.26).

  When the Lord comes again, the dead in Christ will rise first and shall be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (See 1Thess. 4:16-17). Everyone shall be judged before the judgment seat of Christ according to what he has done and worked (See 1Pet. 4:17; 2Cor. 5:10). The one who overcomes shall be rewarded and the one who fails shall be punished (See 2Tim. 4:8; Matt. 24:45-51). 

  Concerning the souls of those who have not been saved, they are in torments in Hades. Until the end of the kingdom of a thousand years and the beginning of a new heaven and a new earth, they shall be judged before the great white throne and shall be cast into the lake of fire with Hades, i.e. the hell, and suffer forever. The Bible calls it “the second death” (See Rev. 20:11-15; Matt. 25:41).


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We should never hold that death ends all one’s troubles. After their death men’s souls do not perish and their senses, functions and memories still work normally.  

2) The rich man was cast into Hades not because of his wealth but his attitude towards wealth. 

3) From the misfortune of the rich man, it seems that the wicked suffers from the time he is in Hades after his death. 

4) During his lifetime the heart of the rich man towards God was like “Hades”------he only received and was never satisfied (See Prov. 30:15-16) and therefore after his death he was swallowed up by “Hades”. 
Luke. 16:24 “‘Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.'”


YLT: “and having cried, he said, Father Abraham, deal kindly with me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and may cool my tongue, because I am distressed in this flame.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) During his lifetime the rich man thought that he was a son of Abraham (“Father Abraham”) and there would be no problem for him after his death and he took his mind at ease and fared sumptuously (See v.19). And therefore he suffered the end of torment. It also warned believers that: 

  a) God only values our intentions and conduct instead of our status. 

  b) God only values our present states instead of our past conditions (the genealogy).

  c) God only values the individual spiritual state before Him instead of the good and bad of the corporate one (the assembly) where we are. 

2) During his lifetime, Lazarus was laid at the gate of the rich man (See v.20). It could be said that he was “sent” by God to remind the rich man to spend wealth that God had entrusted to him well. Unfortunately, he had missed the opportunity after his death and God no longer “sent Lazarus”. 

3) When we encounter one who deserves to be sympathized with, it is a chance given by God to remind and help us. 

4) “Lazarus” in the original means “the one whom God helps”. Today when men are alive, they could receive help from God. However, after their death, it is impossible for men to hope for the help from God. 

5) “I am tormented in this flame.” The world that is burnt by the unlimited desire is also tormented. 
Luke. 16:25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.”


YLT: “`And Abraham said, Child, remember that thou did receive thou thy good things in thy life, and Lazarus in like manner the evil things, and now he is comforted, and thou art distressed;”

Literal Meaning: “remember that in your lifetime” It shows that men’s memory still exists after their death. 

  “But now he” It refers to the time and location. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The torments that the rich man suffers (“you are tormented”) are not only the torment of flame (See v.24), but also the torment of “remembrance” and regret and the pain that his supplication cannot be answered (See v.27-31). Indeed his torments never end in the eternal age.  

2) The choice of this life determines one’s eternal end after his death. Once one died, his end will be fixed. Then it will be impossible for one to choose to receive good things or evil things (See v.26).

3) “Is comforted” and “the Comforter” (John. 14:16) are of the same subgroup in the original. During their lifetime believers have the comfort and guidance of the Holy Spirit aside and after our death we are called to draw near to the Lord whom we believe------be with the Lord (Pill. 1:23).

Luke. 16:26 “And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.'”


YLT: “and besides all these things, between us and you a great chasm is fixed, so that they who are willing to go over from hence unto you are not able, nor do they from thence to us pass through.”

Literal Meaning: “so that those…cannot” should be translated more correctly as “with the aim that those… cannot”. The aim of setting up the great gulf is to make the impassable barrier between these two kinds of men.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In Hades each one is separated and cannot communicate with another. However, in Jerusalem there is a street and a river and each other could communicate with another (See Rev. 21:21; 22:1). If there is gap and division in the assembly, they must come from Hades instead of the throne of God. 

2) Before we believe in the Lord, we are enemies of God and there was the middle wall of separation between us and others. But thank the Lord. He abolished in His flesh the enmity on the cross so that we could have peace with both men and God (See Eph. 2:14-16).

Luke. 16:27 “‘Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house,”


YLT: “`And he said, I pray thee, then, father, that thou mayest send him to the house of my father,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house.” It is the appeal from Hades------the souls that are tormented in Hades and regret deeply hope that their family members could receive the salvation during their lifetime and be remitted from their torments. Hope this appeal could move the hearts of very many believers that they could receive the burden to preach the glad tidings to their family members and friends. 

2) The greatest pain for believers is that they see their family members being tormented in Hades in the other side of the great gulf. 

Luke. 16:28 “for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.'”


YLT: “for I have five brothers, so that he may thoroughly testify to them, that they also may not come to this place of torment.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It may be the first time for the rich man to care about others. Unfortunately, it is too late for men to regret in Hades. 

2) You who are unwilling to believe in the Lord today, please hear the appeal of hell and the prayer of your family members. 

3) The rich man died and there are still “five brothers”. Those who, during their lifetime, are greedy for the material enjoyments and neglect the eternal life like that rich man are countless. 

Luke. 16:29 “Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.'”


YLT: “`Abraham saith to him, They have Moses and the prophets, let them hear them;”

Literal Meaning: “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them” “Moses and the prophets” is known as the whole Old Testament. 

  From this verse we could know that the difference of the ends of the rich man and Lazarus does not lie in their richness or poorness, or their reception of good things or evil things but that they did not hear Moses and the prophets during their lifetime------they did not believe in the word of God. 

Luke. 16:30 “And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.'”


YLT: “and he said, No, father Abraham, but if any one from the dead may go unto them, they will reform.”
Luke. 16:31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’”


YLT: “And he said to him, If Moses and the prophets they do not hear, neither if one may rise out of the dead will they be persuaded.’”

Literal Meaning: “If they do not hear Moses and the prophets” means “if they do not hear the word of God” (See the notes in v.29). 

  “Neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.” Later another Lazarus rose from the dead and the Jews still did not believe in Him (See John. 12:9-10). Afterwards, the Lord Jesus Himself rose from the dead, the Jews still did not believe in Him (See Matt. 28:11-15; Acts. 13:30-40, 44-45). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If men have received the revelation of God (“Moses and the prophets”) and still overlook men’s sufferings and do not love men and God, and he still remained unmoved even if he had many supernatural revelations. 

2) If one’s heart is closed and rejects the word of God, any evidence------even resurrection------could not change him. 

3) Christ is the firstborn from the dead (Col. 1:18) and only He is the reality of resurrection (John. 11:25). If men do not believe and rely on Christ, resurrection is only a reason which is of no use to them.  

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Christians’ Principle of the Management of Money 

I. Christians are the Lord’s stewards who have been entrusted by the Lord to spend money (v.1).

II. Christians should give an account of money that the Lord has entrusted to us (v.2).

III. Christians should learn to spend money well from the sons of this world (the world) (v.8).

IV. Christians should make friends that profit the everlasting age by money (v.9).

V. Whether Christians are faithful in money affects the commitment of spiritual things (v.10-11).

VI. Christians should hold that money is not our own (v.12).

VII. Christians should not let money replace God’s place in our hearts (v.13).

VIII. Christians should not be lovers of money (v.14).

IX. Christians should not spend money only for themselves and should share it with others (v.19-20).

The Knowledge of Mammon

I. Mammon is unrighteous by nature (v.9a).

II. Mammon would be useless (v.9b).

III. Mammon would be contributory to our reward in the eternal age (v.9c).

IV. Mammon is only the least and it is incomparable with the reward in future (v.10).

V. Mammon is false and unreal (v.11).

VI. Mammon is the external thing instead of the internal thing (v.12).

VII. Mammon is the enemy of God and seizes the position of men’s hearts with God (v.13).

VIII. Mammon could entangle men in torments of God’s punishment after their death (v.23-24).

Several Meaningful Parables 

I. The sons of this world and the sons of light (v.8).

II. The unrighteous mammon and the true riches (v.9, 11).

III. What is least and what is much (v.10).

IV. What is another man’s and what is your own (v.12).

V. Serving God and serving mammon (v.13).

VI. What is highly esteemed among men and what God abominates (v.15).

The Comparison between the Rich Man and Lazarus 

I. The rich man was clothed in purple and fine linen and Lazarus was full of sores (v.19-20).

II. The rich man fared sumptuously and Lazarus desired to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the table (v.19, 21)------in his lifetime the rich man received good things and Lazarus received evil things (v.25a).

III. The rich man died and was buried and Lazarus was carried by the angels (v.22).

IV. The rich man was in torments in Hades and Lazarus enjoyed the blessing in Abraham’s bosom (v.22-23)------after his death the rich man is tormented and Lazarus is comforted (v.25b).

V. The torments that the rich man suffers after his death is extreme in degree and “forever and unlimited” in time and Lazarus’ suffering in his lifetime is slight and limited (v.21, 24b). 

VI. The rich man cannot pass to the side of blessing and Lazarus cannot pass to the side of torments (v.26). 

The Place and State of Men after their Death 

I. After one’s death his body is buried and his soul still exists (v.22).

II. After their death souls would go to Hades: believers are in the paradise (Abraham’s bosom) and unbelievers are in the flame of Hades (v.22-24).

III. After their death souls could see, speak and have the senses of pain and souls of believers could be comforted (v.23-25).

IV. After one’s death he cannot change the place which his soul belongs to (v.26).

V. After one’s death he still has the sense of conscience and he would regret what he had done during his lifetime (v.27-29).

VI. After their death men cannot communicate with living ones (v.27-29).

Luke Chapter Seventeen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Life that One Watches and Waits for the Coming of the Lord 

I. Do not offend others and forgive others (v.1-4).
II. Walk by faith (v.5-6).
III. The parable of the unprofitable servants------completely for the enjoyment of the Lord (v.7-10).
IV. The teachings of the healing of ten lepers------having the hearts of gratitude (v.11-19).
V. Live in the reality of the kingdom of God:
  A. The kingdom of God is within men (v.20-21). 

  B. The day of the coming of the Son of Man comes suddenly (v.22-32). 

  C. The judgment of that day is based on how one lives today (v.33-37). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 17:1 “Then He said to the disciples, ‘It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come!”

YLT: “And he said unto the disciples, `It is impossible for the stumbling blocks not to come, but wo [to him] through whom they come;”


Literal Meaning: “it is impossible that no offenses should come” “Offenses” indicates that one’s faith in the Lord is shaken, so that he goes astray and even commits a sin. Wherever there are people, it is impossible that no offenses should come, but the degree of seriousness of offenses differs. 

  “But woe to him through whom they do come!” “Woe” indicates that one shall be punished by God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord regards offense as very serious. If believers offend others, though they are unlikely to lose the eternal life, they must suffer losses in the kingdom. 

2) In the assembly it is impossible that on offenses should come no matter it is on purpose or not, however, if possible, we should always avoid offenses.  

3) The main reason to offend others or be offended is pride. The pride one either offends others or is offended by others. 

Luke. 17:2 “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.”

YLT: “it is more profitable to him if a weighty millstone is put round about his neck, and he hath been cast into the sea, than that he may cause one of these little ones to stumble.”


Literal Meaning: “if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea” “Millstone” refers to the oblate stone in the mill that is used to grind grain and it is quite heavy. “He” indicates the one who offends others. 

  If it was hung around one’s neck, not only he would be drowned in the depth of the sea, but also it is impossible for him to emerge from the surface of the sea. 

  “It would be better…, than that he should offend one of these little ones.” “Little ones” indicate the young listeners (See 10:21; Matt. 18:6; Mark. 10:24). 

  The Lord meant that we could let one disappear in the sea rather than let him offend others. 


Spiritual Meaning: “if a millstone were hung around his neck” “Neck” symbolizes the stubborn will of men (stubbornness). “If a millstone were hung around the neck” symbolizes making one’s stubborn will be frustrated. 

  “Be thrown into the sea.” “Sea” symbolizes the world of the Gentiles. “Be thrown into the sea” symbolizes that we should treat them as the Gentiles and have no company with them (See 2Thess. 3:14), lest they may continually harm others. 

  “He should offend one of these little ones.” “One of those little ones” indicates one common and naïve believer. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers, in the assembly, should be those who supply the spiritual bread (“a millstone”). However, if one always offends others, even though he is spiritually talented, he is useless. 

2) A millstone could help men grind grain for men’s living. It could also be used to drown men into the sea and deprive the meaning of men’s existence. Whether something is positive or negative depends on men’s own spiritual state. 

3) It is impossible that there are not the phenomena of offenses in the assembly. If we seek the reason of it, we will find that offenses are always caused by our pride and stubbornness.  

Luke. 17:3 “Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.”

YLT: “`Take heed to yourselves, and, if thy brother may sin in regard to thee, rebuke him, and if he may reform, forgive him,”


Literal Meaning: “take heed to yourselves” indicates that few men could “rebuke” and “forgive” properly. 

  “Your brother” refers to fellow-believers. 

  “If your brother sins against you, rebuke him.” If you do not rebuke him, he may be unaware of his wrongness. 

  “And if he repents, forgive him.” “Repent” shows that he is aware of his sin, confesses it and repents. It indicates that we should forgive brothers according to his repentance that he has truly expressed. 


Controversial Clarification: “if he repents, forgive him.” Many believers, quoting this verse, hold that the other does not repent from his heart and therefore he won’t forgive him. Actually the Lord here did not ask us to discern the trueness of the intention of the other. As long as the other repents orally, we should forgive him. The trueness of repentance is not our matter but the matter between him and the Lord because it is almost impossible for us to determine. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is a slight matter that your brother has sinned against you and it is a great thing that he who has sinned against you is unaware of his wrongness. 

2) In order to let your brother be aware of his wrongness and not run greedily in the error (Jude 11) and “gain” your brother, we should rebuke him and point out his wrongness (See Matt. 18:15). 

3) Pointing out one’s wrongness is not blame or accusation but hoping that one would be corrected. 

4) We should point out one’s wrongness in his presence and should not tell his wrongness behind his back. Do not tell what we dare not to say in the presence of your brother at his back. 

5) We should put ourselves in others’ position and be concerned about the other person. We should not let others know that he has sinned against us unless absolutely necessary. 

6) Believers should do the “right” thing by the “right” attitude and way. If the attitude and method are wrong, even someone has done the “right” thing, it would not receive the “right” effect. 

7) Whether you forgive the other is not determined by how much he has sinned against you, but that: 1) he is your brother; 2) he hears your rebuke; 3) he expresses the repentance. 

8) When one Christian is mistreated by another Christian, he should forgive the one who has sinned against him from his heart (See Eph. 3:32) and keep his spirit from hatred and evil thoughts. 

Luke. 17:4 “And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,' you shall forgive him.’”

YLT: “and if seven times in the day he may sin against thee, and seven times in the day may turn back to thee, saying, I reform; thou shalt forgive him.’”


The Background: according to the traditional saying of the Jewish rabbis, one could forgive his brother four times at most. 


Literal Meaning: “if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you” “Seven” is the number of perfection. Seven times of offenses refer to the extreme offenses. It is not much if there are seven times in a life, however, it is not little if there are seven times in a day and this kind of condition is almost impossible. Generally, we hold that his “return” is not sincere under this condition. 

  “You shall forgive him.” In other words, forgiveness should be inexhaustible. “Forgive” in the original refers to “send forth” and “let go”, i.e. to forgive the matter that one has been sinned against. If one forgives others and still remembers “the times”, it shows that he hasn’t forgotten the times that he has been sinned against and therefore it cannot be counted as forgiveness. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God has forgiven our sins and God will remember our sins and lawlessness deeds no more (See Heb. 8:12, 10:17). When we forgive others, we should remember their sins no more.  

2) When we have been sinned against by others, on one hand, we should give consideration to them and hope them to be corrected, on the other, we should not have resentment, grievance and hurt in our hearts. 

3) The one who truly forgives others does not remember the times that he has been sinned against by his brother at all because he has forgotten the matter that he has been sinned against. 

4) Men’s forgiveness is limited and its utmost is seven times. The Lord’s forgiveness is unlimited. Therefore we forgive each other by the forgiveness in the Lord instead of by men’s forgiveness. 

Luke. 17:5 “And the apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’”

YLT: “And the apostles said to the Lord, `Add to us faith;’”


Literal Meaning: “the apostles said to the Lord” “The apostles” shows that many apostles made this request. 

  “Increase our faith.” Apostles made the request because they heard the Lord’s teaching of forgiveness (v.3-4) that no matter one’s repentance is sincere or not, you should forgive him. They felt that they may lack faith in whether they have enough grace to forgive others under this condition. Therefore they asked the Lord to increase their faith. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is difficult to put forgiveness (v.3-4) into practice and therefore we need faith. If we believe that God would enable us to forgive others, we will be able to forgive others. 

2) We have to seize the unseen by faith and hope to have more and more confidence in the eternal things in the daily life, otherwise we cannot live by the standard of living which the Lord has required of us. 

3) Faith is not of our own and it is not determined by our own will. It is the gift of God (See Eph. 2:8).

4) We have to look unto the author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2).

5) Whether one’s faith is great or not does not matter and what matters is whether he has faith (See Matt. 17:20). However our faith is always like that: 1) we are in the state between believing and suspicion; 2) we trust sometimes and doubt sometimes. Therefore we need to ask the Lord to increase our faith. 

6) Many of our prayers have not been answered because we lack faith. Therefore we should ask the Lord for help to increase our faith first and then we could ask the Lord to solve our difficulties. 

Luke. 17:6 “So the Lord said, ‘If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.”

YLT: “and the Lord said, `If ye had faith as a grain of mustard, ye would have said to this sycamine, Be uprooted, and be planted in the sea, and it would have obeyed you.”


The Background: the root of the mulberry tree takes root very deeply and it is very difficult to uproot it. 


Literal Meaning: “if you have faith as a mustard seed” has two meanings: 1) Faith is able to grow “as a mustard seed”. 2) Even if faith is as little as “a mustard seed” (See Mark. 4:31), it does not matter. Whether one’s faith is great or not does not matter and what matters is whether he has faith. 


Spiritual Meaning: “if you have faith as a mustard seed” “A mustard seed” symbolizes the power of life. There is life in faith that could bring forth the immeasurable vitality. 

  “Mulberry tree” indicates the firm difficulties that are hard to be rooted out and here it specially indicates the stubbornness and hardness of hearts that block us from forgiving brothers continually. 

  “Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea.” It symbolizes that not only overcome the difficulty but also get it done once and for all. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The quantity of faith does not matter and the quality of faith really matters. And what matters is not to have more faith but to use the faith that one already has. 

2) All things are possible to him that believes (Mark. 9:23); Faith is to rely on God and let Him do and nothing is too wonderful for Jehovah (Gen. 18:14). 

3) Only the faith which has the strong vitality as the mustard seed could realize what is impossible in the sight of men. 

4) Christians should remember that we do not work alone because faith binds our work with God’s work. 

5) Because of unbelief believers are unable to be united with the Lord and draw His power. 

6) Though our faith is little, we could use the power of the kingdom. Therefore all things are possible to him that believes and none of the difficulties are unable to overcome. 

7) There isn’t any reason for believers to be proud and the intention of self-importance has to be pulled up by the roots.  
Luke. 17:7 “And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat'?”

YLT: “`But, who is he of you having a servant ploughing or feeding who, to him having come in out of the field, will say, Having come near, recline at meat?”


The Background: at that time a servant had five features: 

1) He did not have the so-called human rights and he had to receive the ceaseless work willingly. 

2) He had to understand that his work would neither be shown any consideration nor appreciated by others. 

3) He was not of his own and all his work was for the enjoyment of the Lord. 

4) Even if he had tried his utmost, he had to still acknowledge that he was the unprofitable servant. 

5) He had to acknowledge that all he had done and borne were his duty to do. 


Spiritual Meaning: “plowing” refers to reclaim land and sow and it symbolizes the work of preaching the glad tidings to save sinners (See 8:5-8, 11-15; 1Cor. 3:6-9). 

  “Tending sheep” refers to shepherd the flock and it symbolizes the work of feeding and taking care of believers (See 1Pet. 5:2; John. 21:15-17). 

  “Sit down to eat” It symbolizes the rest and enjoyment. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A Christian is of Christ (“servant”). The time and everything of us are of Him. 

2) To believers, the servants of the Lord, preaching the glad tidings and taking care of believers are what we should do. And no matter how much we have done, there won’t be the end of this forever. 

3) Our rest and enjoyment cannot be based on the achievements of our work. 

Luke. 17:8 “But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink'?”

YLT: “but will not [rather] say to him, Prepare what I may sup, and having girded thyself about, minister to me, till I eat and drink, and after these things thou shalt eat and drink?”


Literal Meaning: “gird yourself and serve me” is to cheep yourself up and to serve the Lord Himself. 


Spiritual Meaning: “gird yourself and serve me” is to gird your waist with truth (See Eph. 6:14). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A servant does not have the right to decide when he could have rest. He has to listen to the order of the Lord at any time. 

2) When we live on earth at present, we are fulfilling the duty of serving the Lord. We have to follow the Lord’s instructions absolutely and we should neither do presumptuously nor act carelessly. 

3) “Gird yourself and serve me.” When the Lord’s servants serve Him, they have to gird themselves with truth. If one has not girded himself in one’s heart, there will be no service. Whenever one is girded with truth in his heart, there will be service. 

4) “Gird yourself and serve me.” Whenever we are slack, there won’t be service, power or way. The moment we gird up the loins of our mind (1Pet. 1:13), we will have power, be humble and diligent and watch. 

5) “Gird yourself and serve me.” The service of the one who girds himself is the true and acceptable service. The service of the one who does not gird himself is inacceptable to the Lord. 

6) The work in the fields is not as good as that in the house. The field and sheep (v.7) are not as good as the Lord Himself. Apparently we serve the Lord and actually we do serve the Lord------the Lord Himself is the aim of our service. 

7) “Till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink.” Our service should let the Lord have enjoyment first and then we could have enjoyment. We should satisfy the Lord first and then we could have our satisfaction. No matter how hard we toil in service, it is all in vain if our service could not let the Lord have enjoyment and satisfaction. 

Luke. 17:9 “Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I think not.”

YLT: “Hath he favour to that servant because he did the things directed? I think not.”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Servants are debtors in serving the Lord. However, they won’t be lenders forever in gaining the Lord’s reward. 

2) God does not owe thanks to us. If we have received something from God, it is all due to the mercy and love of Him who gives us grace freely and it is not because of what we have done for Him. 

Luke. 17:10 “So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’”

YLT: “`So also ye, when ye may have done all the things directed you, say We are unprofitable servants, because that which we owed to do we have done.’”


Meaning of Words: “unprofitable”: unworthy, useless. 


Literal Meaning: “we are unprofitable servants” It does not indicate that they consume rations in vain and are useless. It indicates that their work is their duty to do and they have not made the additional profit to the lord, thus they could hope for the lord’s reward. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Even the spiritual ones could have the spiritual pride and hold that their service towards the Lord deserves some rewards. 

2) In the life of Christians, the so-called merits do not exist. When one has made his great effort, he is still “an unprofitable servant”. 

3) Even if we serve Him at the cost of our lives, we could only say that “we are unprofitable servants” compared to His sacrifice and grace to us. 

4) “We are unprofitable servants” shows the true state of us. We are actually useless and we could not serve the Lord unless His power upholds us. 

5) It is right that a servant dedicates all his strength to the Lord. What we have done for the Lord is our duty. 
Luke. 17:11 “Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.”

YLT: “And it came to pass, in his going on to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee,”


Literal Meaning: “He went to Jerusalem” It is the third time that Luke mentioned that the Lord Jesus advanced to Jerusalem (See 9:51-53; 13:22).

  “He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.” It indicates the corridor between the two districts. 

Luke. 17:12 “Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off.”

YLT: “and he entering into a certain village, there met him ten leprous men, who stood afar off,”


Literal Meaning: “who stood afar off” The lepers have to keep their distance from the multitudes and shout out that “Unclean! Unclean!” (See Lev. 13:45-46) so as to remind others that they should not approach them lest they may be infected. 


Spiritual Meaning: “there met Him ten men who were lepers” According to cases recorded in the Old Testament, leprosy is connected with disobeying authority and commandments (See Num. 12:1-10, 2Kings. 5:9-14), therefore a leper is the type of the disobedient people, i.e. Israel (Rom. 10:21). 

  In the Bible, leprosy is the type of men’s unclean sins:

1) Leprosy starts from the inner part, symbolizing that sin is of men’s nature. 

2) Leprosy is difficult to be healed, symbolizing that sin is difficult to be removed. 

3) Leprosy is contagious, symbolizing that sin is contagious.

4) Leprosy makes men rot and stink unto death, symbolizing the dirtiness of sin and the dreadful and miserable end of sin. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s flesh and nature, full of dirties of sins, always offend God. We are lepers in the sight of God.

2) “There met Him” The one who truly seeks the Lord should meet Him in His presence and should not turn unto Him the back. 

Luke. 17:13 “And they lifted up their voices and said, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’”

YLT: “and they lifted up the voice, saying, `Jesus, master, deal kindly with us;’”


Meaning of Words: “Master”: the lord, an appointee over, commander. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The conditions that a sinner could be healed: a) he has to acknowledge his corruption and hopelessness; b) he has to confess his sins to the Lord; c) he has to believe in the power of healing; d) he has to beseech the Lord Jesus. 

2) “Have mercy on us!” It is the humble cry of repentance and God will not despise a broken and a contrite heart (Ps. 51:17). 

Luke. 17:14 “So when He saw them, He said to them, ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests.’ And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.”

YLT: “and having seen [them], he said to them, `Having gone on, shew yourselves to the priests;’ and it came to pass, in their going, they were cleansed,”


The Background: according to the law of the Old Testament, when a leper was healed, he would be looked by the priest (See Lev. 13:9-10). After the priest had pronounced him clean, he would be able to offer sacrifice to the Lord. Since he had sacrificed to the Lord, he bore witness before the folk and it became a fact which was unable to be overthrown (Lev. 14:2-20). 


Literal Meaning: “Go, show yourselves to the priests” means “obtain the proof of cleanness from the priests according to the law of the Old Testament”. Therefore it includes the promise of being cleaned, showing that when they came to the priests, their leprosy would be healed because the priests did not have the power to heal them. 

  “And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.” “Went” shows that they were healed because they have believed and listened to the word of the Lord (See v.19). It is valuable that they even did not ask a word and immediately went to see the priests according to the command of the Lord. 

Controversial Clarification: The Lord Jesus asked them to show themselves to the priests and it did not indicate that He asked believers of the New Testament to walk according to the regulations of the law of the Old Testament. The reason why He asked them to do so is that the Lord Jesus had not been crucified to fulfill the redemption. And it was not the dispensation of grace but the transitional period and therefore the Jewish believers still walked according to the regulations of the law of the Old Testament. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord did not fully disregard the righteousness of the law (Matt. 3:15). Believers should not disregard to give just and lawful testimony before men in excuse of being of spirit. 

2) “And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.” If they waited until they were clean and then went to see the priests, they won’t be healed. God waits to cleanse them and as long as their faith works the blessing comes. 

3) The true faith should be based on the word of the Lord. Faith should be built upon the word of the Lord, otherwise it would turn into superstition. 

4) A way of faith is a way of practical walk------we walk while believing, which brings in the living experience. 
Luke. 17:15 “And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God,”

YLT: “and one of them having seen that he was healed did turn back, with a loud voice glorifying God,”


Literal Meaning: “returned, with a loud voice glorified God.” It shows that he believed that his being healed was due to God’s work. 

Luke. 17:16 “and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.”

YLT: “and he fell upon [his] face at his feet, giving thanks to him, and he was a Samaritan.”


Literal Meaning: “and fell down on His face at His feet, giving Him thanks” “Fell down” indicates the right attitude of worship. “At His feet” indicates the right object of worship. 


Spiritual Meaning: “And he was a Samaritan” Samaritans were despised by the Jews and here it typifies that the Gentiles will partake in the salvation of the Lord (See Acts. 11:18). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have to come down from our own throne and come to the Lord with the humble heart (“fell down on his face at His feet”) and then we will experience His power.

2) Giving thanks is the key to receive grace. The more one gives thanks, the more he will receive grace. 

Luke. 17:17 “So Jesus answered and said, ‘Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said, `Were not the ten cleansed, and the nine where?”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only one of the ten gives Him thanks. The common trouble of believers in their daily life is that they receive grace and do not give Him thanks. 

2) The nine only sought to be healed and therefore after they had been healed, they rejected the Lord. The one valued the Lord Himself and therefore he still came to seek the Lord Himself after he had been healed. 

3) “But where are the nine?” The Lord’s words show that He hopes that all that have been healed and granted His grace would come to meet Him and remember, thank and praise Him. 

Luke. 17:18 “Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?’”

YLT: “There were not found who did turn back to give glory to God, except this alien;’”


Literal Meaning: “this foreigner” indicates the Samaritan (See v.16). Samaritans are the people of mixed blood of Israel and the Gentiles and they are treated as foreigners. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the reason of our salvation is our faith. However, faith is the manifestation of God’s grace in men and it is not men’s own achievement. Though God does not ask men to pay Him back, we should have a thankful heart. 

Luke. 17:19 “And He said to him, ‘Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.’”

YLT: “and he said to him, ‘Having risen, be going on, thy faith hath saved thee.’”


Literal Meaning: the word of the Lord shows proves that his being healed is due to his faith to the Lord. 

Luke. 17:20 “Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with observation;”

YLT: “And having been questioned by the Pharisees, when the reign of God doth come, he answered them, and said, ‘The reign of God doth not come with observation;” 


Meaning of Words: “observation”: inspection, review, pry (in the original it shows hostility). 


Literal Meaning: “when the kingdom of God would come” “the kingdom of God” indicates the realm where God reigns. In a broad sense, all things in the universe are under the authority of God all the time. Therefore times and places are all in the kingdom of God. However, in a narrow sense, there are places where the will of God is obstructed because of the betrayal of Satan and the fall of men and therefore the kingdom of God hasn’t really come yet (See 11:2). 

  The Pharisees asked this problem with satire, meaning that since you called yourself the Messiah, then when you would build the kingdom of God. 

  “The kingdom of God does not come with observation.” It shows that the kingdom of God is not material but spiritual and therefore it does not come with observation. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God executes His authority in heavens without obstruction. However, His authority could only be executed in us with the submission of our will.   

2) The kingdom of God cannot be measured by quantity------the quantity of people in the assembly does not matter. The kingdom of God cannot be determined by the outside conditions------because the deepest work may be not the most remarkable and much work is not clear apparently but it takes great effect in the course of time. 

Luke. 17:21 “nor will they say, ‘See here!' or ‘See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.’”

YLT: “nor shall they say, Lo, here; or lo, there; for lo, the reign of God is within you.’”


Literal Meaning: “‘See here!' or ‘See there!'” indicates that the kingdom of God is not regional but omnipresent. 

  “For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” It has two different kinds of explanations: 

  1) “You” indicate the Pharisees who asked the Lord. The kingdom of God is not in them but within them. The word of the Lord Jesus implies that He Himself is the kingdom of God and He is within them (John. 1:14), that is to say, the kingdom of God is within them (See 11:20). 

  2) “You” indicate “men”. Christ the Savior lives in those who believe in Him (See John. 14:20; Rom. 8:10), in other words, He brings the kingdom of God to them. Therefore today the kingdom of God is in the assembly (See Rom. 14:17).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since God is the omnipresent God, the kingdom of God is the omnipresent kingdom. Where there are people magnifying the Lord and letting Him be the king, there will be the kingdom of God. 

2) The kingdom of God is not external (See John. 18:36) but internal. It is not material but spiritual. 

3) If God establishes His throne among believers and reigns and rules us, and believers are of one mind, it is the kingdom of God that is within us (See Matt. 18:19-20). 

Luke. 17:22 “Then He said to the disciples, ‘The days will come when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.”

YLT: “And he said unto his disciples, `Days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and ye shall not behold [it];”


Literal Meaning: “The days will come” indicates that the day of the departure of the Lord Jesus was coming. 

  “One of the days of the Son of Man” It has two different kinds of explanations:

1) It indicates the days of His second coming because the context all speaks of the Lord’s coming and the states of the last days. After the Lord Jesus departed out of the world and was taken up into heaven, the disciples suffered persecutions and tribulations and they early looked forward to the prompt coming of the Lord. However, they would not see it. 

2) It indicates “the time when the bridegroom is with them” (See Matt. 9:15), i.e. the days that the Lord hadn’t departed out of the world. After the Lord had suffered, been raised up and taken up into heaven, His disciples hoped to turn to the days that they were with the Lord so as to regain the sweet fellowship with Him. The days, to a certain degree, indicate the foretaste of the days after the Lord comes back. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Sufferings benefit us because men long for the vision of the Lord more in sufferings and hope that He could come to save us. 

Luke. 17:23 “And they will say to you, ‘Look here!' or ‘Look there!' Do not go after them or follow them.”

YLT: “and they shall say to you, Lo, here; or lo, there; ye may not go away, nor follow;”


Literal Meaning: “‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’” “Here” and “there” both indicate a certain place, showing that the Christ they talked about was risen on earth (i.e. men of the earth) instead of coming on the clouds of heaven (See Matt. 24:30). Though nobody could predict the day of the coming of the Lord, everyone would see Him when He comes. 

  “Do not go after them or follow them.” It indicates that we should neither depart from our positions rashly nor follow men blindly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord does not want us to hear and trust men’s words rashly because He is near us, even in our mouth and in our hearts (See Rom. 10:8). 

2) The coming of the Lord Christ is not shown to a small part of people, but to be seen by all people (See Matt. 24:30).

3) Christ is exceeding and He fills all in all and He will never be limited by men. 

4) Today anyone who calls himself Christ who was born in the world must be the false Christ undoubtedly. 

Luke. 17:24 “For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His day.”

YLT: “for as the lightning that is lightening out of the one [part] under heaven, to the other part under heaven doth shine, so shall be also the Son of Man in his day;”


Literal Meaning: “as the lightning…so also the Son of Man will be in His day” “Lightening” dazzles at high speed and lightens the skyline. It describes that when the Lord comes, the conditions are as follows: 1) It is unexpected. 2) It happens quickly as a thunder and makes men be caught unawares. 3) Men of all the land will see His coming and it is not hidden. 4) It is shocking and terrible. 

  Annotation: there are two phases of the Lord’s second coming. The first phase is that He comes in the clouds and it is hidden and at that time, the Lord will catch up the overcomers; the second is that He comes with clouds (See Rev. 1:7, Acts. 1:11) and it is public and at that time, the Lord will judge the whole world and the failing Christians. The first phase will last a period of time and then the second phase will come suddenly. 

Luke. 17:25 “But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.”

YLT: “and first it behoveth him to suffer many things, and to be rejected by this generation.”


Literal Meaning: the Lord here seriously told the disciples that He had to suffer many things and be killed before He comes back in glory (See 5:35; 9:22, 43-45; 12:50; 13:32-33; 18:32; 24:7). 

Luke. 17:26 “And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:”

YLT: “`And, as it came to pass in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man;”


Literal Meaning: “as it was in the days of Noah” The features of “the days of Noah” are as follows:

  a) The world was corrupt and evil (See Gen. 6:5-13). b) They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage (See v.27). c) They did not believe that the flood would come suddenly (See 2Pet. 2:5). d) They did not believe in the salvation of the ark (See 1Pet. 3:20). 

  “So it will be also in the days of the Son of Man.” This passage is the teachings especially for believers of the New Testament (See v.22 “He said to the disciples”) and therefore the Lord here showed that believers may act like the world who indulge themselves in the needs of the flesh (i.e. eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage) and are unaware of preparing themselves for facing the judgment of the Lord’s second coming (they did not know until the flood came and took them all away). 

Luke. 17:27 “They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.” 


YLT: “they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were given in marriage, till the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the deluge came, and destroyed all;”


Literal Meaning: “they ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage.” “Eating and drinking” speaks of maintaining the existence of the flesh and the enjoyment of soul. “Marrying and giving in marriage” speaks of continuing the life of the flesh and the joy of soul. 

  This verse shows that the Lord will come suddenly and execute judgment when men are absolutely unconscious. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Noah entered the ark” typifies that men are able to enjoy the salvation of the cross by believing in Jesus Christ and are saved from God’s judgment of wrath (the flood). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world who do not believe in the Lord only makes provision for the flesh (“they ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage”) and seeks the earthly enjoyment, however, their hearts are hardened and they are unwilling to receive the salvation (“entered the ark”). 

2) Believers in last time should live in Christ all the time, lest we may be judged by God. 

3) Everything and everyone that are not related to Christ will be taken away by the flood. What we should seek is what can not be taken away by the flood. 

Luke. 17:28 “Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built;”

YLT: “in like manner also, as it came to pass in the days of Lot; they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;”


Literal Meaning: “they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built.” These are the common and reasonable activities of human beings. The problem is that they live only for these things and there is not the place of God in their thoughts. They have not left any time for God and they pay no heed to His warning. The Lord will come suddenly when they are not alert at all. 

Luke. 17:29 “but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.”

YLT: “and on the day Lot went forth from Sodom, He rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed all.”


The Background: at that time the sins of the city of Sodom were extremely grievous and God purposed to destroy the whole city. However, because the intercession of Abraham was remembered by God, He sent angels to lead the whole family of Lot to get away from the city and then rained fire and brimstone from Him out of heaven to destroy the whole city (See Gen. 18:20; 19:15; 23-25, 29).

Luke. 17:30 “Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.”

YLT: “`According to these things it shall be, in the day the Son of Man is revealed;”


Literal Meaning: “the day when the Son of Man is revealed” indicates the day of the Lord’s second coming. “Being revealed” indicates that all will see Him clearly (See 1Cor. 1:7; 2Thess. 1:7, 1Pet. 1:7, 13; 4:13).

  “So will it be” indicates that in the day when the Lord comes back, He will destroy all the wicked and cast them into the lake of fire (See v.27, 29).

Luke. 17:31 “‘In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back.”

YLT: “in that day, he who shall be on the house top, and his vessels in the house, let him not come down to take them away; and he in the field, in like manner, let him not turn backward;”


The Background: the houses of the ancient Jews were terraces and there were the outside ladders to climb to the housetop. 

Literal Meaning: “in that day” indicates the day when the Lord comes again in last days. 

  “He who is on the housetop” “housetop” indicates the roof and it is outside of the house. 

  “Let him not come down to take them away.” It means that do not go down from the outside ladder to take things. 

  This verse indicates that the situation is too urgent for them to delay at that time and they should run immediately. 


Spiritual Meaning: “he who is on the housetop” symbolizes those who have reached the heavenly realm. “His goods are in the house” symbolizes the worldly and material things. 

  “The one who is in the field” symbolizes bondmen who serve the Lord (See v.7). “Turn back” is to turn back to the former worldly position. 

  This verse spiritually means that, we should not desire the earthly things or be reluctant to give up the pleasures of sin. We should fix our eyes on the heavenly things and what’s more important is to fix our eyes on the Lord Jesus. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every believer who has already got some spiritual attainments (“he who is on the housetop”) should take care and avoid being dragged by earthly things (“not come down to take them away”). 

2) The true servants of the Lord (“in the field”) regard the will of God as the most important in all circumstances and should not be influenced by the love of their family members (“not turn back”). 

3) Those who love the Lord with pure hearts (“in the field”) should not turn back to their former lives (“not turn back”). 

Luke. 17:32 “Remember Lot's wife.”

YLT: “remember the wife of Lot.”


The Background: when angels led Lot’s whole family out of the city that day, they asked them to escape to the mountain quickly and not to look behind them. However Lot’s wife looked back and she became a pillar of salt (See Gen. 19:17, 26). 


Literal Meaning: “Remember Lot’s wife” It indicates that the story of Lot’s wife could be a warning example for us upon whom the ends of the world are come (See 1Cor. 10:11). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God (See 9:62). 

2) Believers are the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13) and they take effect in preventing and eliminating sin towards the sinful world. However, if one covets the world in his heart, he will not only lose the function as salt but also become a pillar of salt, i.e. the sign of humiliation and warning. 

3) Though believers have been saved, if they have not borne good witness on the earth, they will be punished by the Lord when He comes back. 

4) Lot’s wife departed from Sodom. However, Sodom has not departed from her. Today though many people outwardly call themselves Christians, sins have not departed from them actually. 
Luke. 17:33 “Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.”

YLT: “Whoever may seek to save his life, shall lose it; and whoever may lose it, shall preserve it.”


Meaning of Words: “save”: heal, preserve; “lose”: omit, miss, ruin. 


Literal Meaning: “life” is “soul” in the original. It includes thought, feeling and will. 

  This verse has two meanings: 

  1) He who seeks comfort and ease in this time and satisfies his soul will suffer in the coming age and lose the enjoyment of soul. He who suffers for the Lord’s sake will receive the enjoyment of soul in the coming age.

   2) In Tribulation, he who is only concerned about his safety of body and neglects his soul will lose life. Whoever loses his life for his faithfulness to the Lord actually preserves his life unto eternity. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Whoever wants to save actually loses and whoever wants to lose actually saves. Whoever gains actually loses and whoever wants to lose actually gains (Mark. 8:36). The knowledge of this principle will save men from grudging eternally. 

2) “Losing his life” in this verse also refers to “denying oneself” and “taking up his cross”; what the cross finally deals with is the self and the life of soul. 

3) Taking up one’s cross and denying oneself always make the soul suffer. Everything that is unable to make the soul suffer could not be counted as the cross. 

4) One meets the kingdom of God only by losing his own soul. We hope that we could be willing to receive the death of the cross and would let our souls suffer in order to partake in the reality of Christ’s royalty------kingdom. 

5) We should not lose life because of the concern of the material and we should pay attention to the matter of life. He who sacrifices himself temporarily in order to gain the Lord gains life contrarily. 

Luke. 17:34 “I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left.”

YLT: “`I say to you, In that night, there shall be two men on one couch, the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left;”


Meaning of Words: “be taken”: receive, associate with oneself; “be left”: lay aside, yield up. 


Literal Meaning: “the one will be taken and the other will be left.” “Be taken” means “associate with oneself”; “left” means the one has not been taken away. Which is good of “being taken” or “being left”? We should see the one who takes or leaves one. The former passage refers to the coming and the appearing of the Son of Man (See v.24, 30) and therefore we could conclude that blessed is the one who has been taken by the Lord and woe to the one who has been left by the Lord. Being taken does not refer to being judged. Being taken and being left are the results of the Lord’s judgment when He comes (1Thess. 4:13-18). 

  “The one will be taken and the other will be left.” It does not indicate that only a half of men will be taken and the other half will be left. It indicates that there are only two kinds of people: a kind of them will be taken and the other will be left and besides these two kinds, there is not the third kind. 


Controversial Clarification: who does “two men” refer to? In the past, the majority of the Bible exegetes held that it referred to the whole world (including those who have been saved and those who have not been saved) and the “taken” one indicated that the one who has been saved will be taken and the “left” one indicated that the one who has not been saved will be abandoned by the Lord. However, we hold that this kind of explanation is inappropriate and the reasons are as follows: 

  1) The talk concerning the coming of the Lord (v.22-37) was said to the disciples instead of the world.

  2) If all believers, after they have been saved, are taken and enjoy the glory of the kingdom with the Lord, whether their states are good or not, it does not accord with the consistent principle of rewards and punishments of the Bible and it also disobeys the word that “judgment begins at the house of God” (1Pet. 4:17).

  3) We believe that every true believer gains the eternal life and will enjoy the everlasting pleasures in a new heaven and a new earth for ever. However, after Christ comes back, there will be a period of time for the punishments of the failing believers when they could lean in “losses” (See 1Cor. 3:15).

  4) “Being left” does not indicate that one is abandoned and perishes for ever. Here it refers to being temporarily abandoned and left.  
In a word, when the Lord comes, first He comes secretly in clouds of the air and catches up the living believers in the clouds to be with Him. This is the meaning of “being taken”. As for believers who do not watch, they will be “left” on the earth and experience the Great Tribulation of three and a half years and then they could see the countenance of the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “There will be two men in one bed.” In disregard of men’s intimate relation on the earth (they are in one bed), one may be punished by the Lord and the other may be rewarded by Him when the Lord comes. The intimate relation on the earth does not ensure that they would be with each other in future. 

2) The Lord whom we believe in is just and wise. He uses “the one will be taken and the other will be left” to encourage believers so that we could pursue the spiritual growth and should not waste the remainder of our life after we have been saved. 

Luke. 17:35 “Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left.”

YLT: “two women shall be grinding at the same place together, the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left;”


Literal Meaning: “Two women will be grinding together” Generally, grinding and being in the field (v.36) take place in the day. Being in one bed (v.34) should be at night. The Lord’s prophecy of two thousand years ago accords with the present scientific principle: the globe is round and the day of the Eastern Hemisphere is the night of the Western Hemisphere. Therefore whenever the Lord comes, there will be some people who are in the day and others who are at night. 

  This verse mentions “two women” and the next verse mentions “two men” in the field. When the Lord comes back, there will be some who will be taken and some will be left, whether one is a brother or sister. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Grinding” and farming (See v.36) are both related to grain. The most important work of believers in the church is to supply spiritual food to each other. 

2) Not only brothers are responsible to supply spiritual food (work in the field), but also sisters partake in this work (“two women will be grinding together”). There is no male or female in the church (See Gal. 3:28). 

Luke. 17:36 “Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left.’”

YLT: “two men shall be in the field, the one shall be taken, and the other left.’”


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Today, believers seem to be the same in appearance and they all live and labor for the Lord, however, God knows the one who loves Him (See 1Cor. 8:3).

2) There is no doubt that we should work in toil, however, we must work “in the Lord” and then our labor will not be in vain (See 1Cor. 15:58), otherwise, though one works in toil, he may be left by the Lord. 

3) There is no doubt that workers who serve the Lord are building, however, they must take heed how they build upon it. If their work is wrong, it may be burned one day (See 1Cor. 3:10-15). 

4) To servants, it is our duty to work in the field and serve the Lord in the house (See 17:7-10). The problem is that what the real motive and attitude of us to serve the Lord are. 
Luke. 17:37 “And they answered and said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’ So He said to them, ‘Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.’”

YLT: “And they answering say to him, `Where, sir?’ and he said to them, `Where the body [is], there will the eagles be gathered together.’”


The Background: wherever the body is, the raptors such as the eagles will be gathered from unknown places suddenly. The reason for their coming may be their keen nose or sense of sight and they do not need men’s notification. Therefore when men see groups of eagles hovering around, there must be the body there. 

Literal Meaning: “Where, Lord?” The disciples were still clumsy and asked “where” these would take place (See v.23).

“Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.” Seeing the unusual scenes in the last age that the Bible has predicted, we should know that the day of the Lord’s coming is near. 


Spiritual Meaning: there are three different kinds of explanations about this verse:

  a) “Body” typifies the corporate sinners. They are like body which does not have life in God’s sight (See Eph. 2:1). “Eagles” typify God’s judgments. It indicates that when the Lord comes with His Angels, He will execute judgment over the whole world (See Matt. 25:31). 

  b) “Body” typifies the antichrist and its evil army. They are stinky body in God’s sight. “Eagles” typify Christ and His angels and they will wipe them out (See Rev. 19:17-21). 

  c) “Body” typifies Christ who has been crucified. “Eagles” typify God’s people (See Is. 40:31; Deut. 32:11). Where Christ is, those who believe on Him will be gathered there. Since the Lord’s coming is as sudden as the lightening (See v.27), those who truly believe on Him will know immediately and be gathered in the place where He is. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons
The Secret of Success of Life in the Assembly 

I. How to deal with others------do not offend others (v.1-2).

II. How to deal with others’ treatment------rebuke and forgive the brother who has sinned against you (v.3-4).

III. How to fulfill the above requirements------live by faith (v.5-6). 

God’s Servants

I. The work of servants------plowing and tending sheep (v.7)------preaching the glad tidings and taking care of believers. 

II. The life of servants------serving the master (v.8)------serving and satisfying the Lord. 

III. The spirit of servants------not seeking the thanks of the Lord (v.9)------being willing and content. 

IV. The attitude of servants------confessing themselves as unprofitable servants (v.10)------having done all things and feeling that they owe to the Lord. 

The Virtue that the Lord’s Servants should Have 

I. One should obey God in everything (v.7).

II. One should try his best in serving the Lord (v.8).

III. We do not have the right to request the Lord’s special praise or reward in serving Him (v.9).

IV. One should be truly humble in service (v.10).

The Lord Healed the Ten Lepers

I. The ten lepers typify that the world is born in sins (v.12).

II. Only the Lord Jesus could deliver men from sins (v.13).

III. Hearing and obeying the word of the Lord is the condition for one to be saved (v.14).

IV. There are few believers who value His grace and give thanks to Him (v.15-18).

V. Believers who give thanks to Him could stand by faith and run on forward (v.19).

Knowledge of the Kingdom 

I. The kingdom of God is spiritual and it does not come with observation (v.20).

II. The kingdom of God is that Christ is within the world, that is to say, the Lord is within believers (v.21).

The Prophecies of the Coming of Christ 

I. Believers long for the coming of the Lord, however, we should not trust men’s words rashly (v.22-23).

II. The Lord’s second coming happens suddenly (v.24).

III. The world rejects the Lord and He comes again to destroy the world (v.25-30).

IV. Believers should not love the world, lest they may be punished when the Lord comes (v.31-32).

V. Believers should not love their souls in hope of gaining rewards when the Lord comes (v.33).

VI. One’s being punished or rewarded when the Lord comes is based on believers’ present pursuit (v.34-36). 

VII. There must be punishments when the Lord comes (v.37). 

Luke Chapter Eighteen
I. Content of the Chapter

How to Enter the Kingdom of God 

I. One should pray to God for help:

  A. Pray continually (v.1-8).

  B. Be humble and ask for God’s mercy (v.9-14).

II. Those who are like infants could enter (v.15-17).

III. It does not lie in doing good but being delivered from the power of treasure (v.18-25).

IV. Entering the kingdom of God is impossible with men and it is possible with God (v.26-27).

V. Receive deprivation of the cross for the sake of the kingdom of God (v.28-34).

VI. One should ask the Lord to open his eyes of heart and then he could follow the Lord in the way of the cross (v.35-43).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 18:1 “Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart,”


YLT: “And he spake also a simile to them, that it behoveth [us] always to pray, and not to faint,”

Meaning of Words: “always”: at all times; “lose heart”: faint, be weak, be weary. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The common failure of the life of prayer is the lack of persistence. If we have prayed for a certain thing for one day, one weak, one month and even one month and it still has not been answered, we will lose heat and think that it must be hopeless and then we will never mention it in the prayer. It is the greatest wrongness. 

2) The one who prays with faith does not lose heart, even the prayer has not been answered. The one who prays with faith regards the previous prayer that has not been answered as encouragement and a piece of evidence that implies us that God’s answer is near and at the moment. 

3) The one who prays with faith “carries out an undertaking from start to finish”. The one who “gives up halfway” accomplishes nothing in everything. If one has a habit of “giving up halfway”, he will have the certainty of failure. So is the prayer that has been given up halfway. The faintness works hopeless and hopeless works unbelief------these are the death wounds to prayer.  

4) The one who prays not only calls upon God but also resists Satan. God always enables us to overcome Satan through our prayers. Therefore only God, instead of us, could cease prayer. Hope that we dare not cease praying randomly, unless His answer has come or we have already had the assurance. 
Luke. 18:2 “saying: ‘There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man.”


YLT: “saying, ‘A certain judge was in a certain city God he is not fearing, and man he is not regarding”

Literal Meaning: “nor regard man” It means that he did not show consideration for the needs of others nor take notice of others’ view towards him. 


Enlightenment in the Word: “regarding man” should be based on the respect (fear) for God. Only the one who “fears” (is afraid of) God could truly “regard” man. 

Luke. 18:3 “Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.'”


YLT: “and a widow was in that city, and she was coming unto him, saying, Do me justice on my opponent,”

Meaning of Words: “get justice”: punish, avenge, vindicate. 


Literal Meaning: “Now there was a widow in that city” “A widow” is desolate and hopeless and she is usually easy to be ill-treated by others. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Now there was a widow in that city.” Concerning the spiritual relation, Christians have been presented to Christ as a chaste virgin (2Cor. 11:2). However, the bridegroom has already been taken away from us (See 5:35) and men could see Him no more (See John. 16:10). Therefore Christians who are alive in this world are like widows, hoping of being with Him one day, until He comes back (See Pill. 1:23). 

  “She came to him” “him” refers to the unrighteous “judge” (See v.2). He represents God on the reverse side, purposely showing the righteousness of God. 

  “From my adversary” “Satan” in the original means “the adversary”. The Devil Satan not only sets itself against God but also opposes Christians. It accuses us before God day and night (Rev.12:10) on one hand. On the other, it wants to devour us on the earth (1Pet. 5:8-9). 

  “Get justice for me” It refers to asking God to execute righteousness and keep believers so as to deliver us from the deceits and persecutions of the devil.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This verse reminds us of the reason why “men always ought to pray and not lose heart” (v.1): a) The adversary is evil. b) We are powerless by ourselves. c) God is the God of righteousness and He has to get justice for us. 

2) Every normal Christian should have the attitude as “a widow” towards the world------the world had opposed and killed our Lord and therefore we do not show any love towards it. The world is only the blank towards us! 

3) If there is not “the adversary”, the widow won’t go to beseech the judge. It is not a bad thing for our spiritual life that believers have been ill-treated by the world during their lifetime in the world because it would enable us to rely on God more. 

Luke. 18:4 “And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man,”


YLT: “and he would not for a time, but after these things he said in himself, Even if God I do not fear, and man do not regard,”

Literal Meaning: “And he would not for a while” In this parable, the “he would not for a while” is diametrically opposed to the widow’ “coming to him” (v.3) and “her continual coming” (v.5). 

Luke. 18:5 “yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’”


YLT: “yet because this widow doth give me trouble, I will do her justice, lest, perpetually coming, she may plague me.’”

Meaning of Words: “trouble”: bother, labor; “weary”: one’s face is beaten badly, buffet one’s body (1Cor. 9:27). 


Literal Meaning: the point of the Lord Jesus here is that: if a judge who did not fear God nor regard man would be forced to deal with the case of the helpless justly because of the widow’s constant and eager appeal. Then, won’t the righteous and kind God answer our prayer? 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The only weapon that widow has is her unyielding will. The one who is easy to be weary and lose heart does not have prospects in spiritual things (See Heb. 12:1-3). 

2) Our God is unlike that unrighteous judge who felt weary and then yielded himself and answered the widow after he had been troubled. If His answer is delayed, it must be for the benefit of us (See 1Pet. 1:6-7). 

3) Many of us almost have never troubled God because we have prayed for one time or two and then we forgot it. There is no need for God to answer this kind of prayer. 

Luke. 18:6 “Then the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unjust judge said.”


YLT: “And the Lord said, `Hear ye what the unrighteous judge saith:”
Luke. 18:7 “And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?”


YLT: “and shall not God execute the justice to His choice ones, who are crying unto Him day and night bearing long in regard to them?”

Literal Meaning: “His own elect who cry out day and night to Him” “Elect” here may specially speak of the remnant of the Jews in the Great Tribulation (See 17:22-32) and it also refers to believers who are persecuted in every age. 

  “Though He bears long with them” “Them” should refer to God’s elect. It shows that if God has not immediately executed salvation to His elect who have been ill-treated, it is not that He disregards them. However it is for the spiritual benefit of them on one hand. On the other it is His tolerance and patience towards those who have ill-treated His believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every proper prayer that is made in the right spirit will never be forgotten to be answered by God. 

2) God answers our prayers, however, He may not answer us according to our appointed time. If we seek Him, He will surely appear unto us, however, He may not appear unto us according to the time and the place that we have hoped and planed. 

3) God’s time cannot be directed by us. Just like striking a flint to produce sparks, we should strike once, twice, over and over again until the flint produces sparks. The heavenly things are more certain because the promise of God stands behind us. 

4) The Lord is not slack His promise, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (2Pet. 3:9). 
Luke. 18:8 “I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?’”


YLT: “I say to you, that He will execute the justice to them quickly; but the Son of Man having come, shall he find the faith upon the earth?’”

Literal Meaning: “He will avenge them speedily” God will avenge on our enemy when the Savior comes back (2Thess. 2:6-9). 

  “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” “Faith” does not refer to the “faith” that makes men be saved but the “faith” in prayer. It is like the widow’s faith in prayer which holds on straight to the end. The whole sentence means that when the Son of Man comes, will He really find men who have the steadfast and persevering faith and firmly believe that the Lord comes to avenge on their enemy? 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) God the Father sent His son in order to avenge God’s people on His enemy------Satan, as the Lord said that I will repay (See Rom. 12:20).

2) For this purpose Jesus Christ was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil and its ill-treatment towards us (See 1John. 3:8).

3) Before the Lord comes back, believers will suffer a period of tough days------they will suffer persecution and tribulations. Under that kind of condition, we should hold fast our faith to the Lord. 

4) Though we believe that the Lord is willing to work for us and He is able to do everything. However, our faith is always temporary and few of us could believe and endure to the end. 

5) The faith is much more precious if it has been proved. Therefore when we are in various trials, we should not only hold on and endure but also greatly rejoice because of the trial (1Pet. 1:6-7). 

6) If we lack faith in our prayers, it shows that we haven’t really truly asked God about something. We should not hope that God would hear our heartless prayers. 

7) It is the prayer with faith that one holds fast the promise of God and prays unyieldingly. 

8) God will never be unfaithful and the problem is that we may not believe in Him. 
Luke. 18:9 “Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:”


YLT: “And he spake also unto certain who have been trusting in themselves that they were righteous, and have been despising the rest, this simile:”

Meaning of Words: “despise”: least esteemed, set at naught. 


Literal Meaning: “who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others” indicate the Pharisees (See 16:15). 

Luke. 18:10 “‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.”


YLT: “`Two men went up to the temple to pray, the one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer;”

The Background: “went up to the temple to pray” In the morning and evening offering in the temple, there are two routine gatherings of public prayers in the outward court. In addition, each one could go to the temple to pray privately. 

  “A Pharisees” It was one of the most serious sect in Judaism. The Pharisees boasted that they had the holy life, feared God and had knowledge of the Bible. 

  “A tax collector” collected taxes for the Roman Government. They on one hand pressed their fellow countrymen and on the other embezzled levies and therefore they were usually despised by the common Jews. 

Luke. 18:11 “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.”


YLT: “the Pharisee having stood by himself, thus prayed: God, I thank Thee that I am not as the rest of men, rapacious, unrighteous, adulterers, or even as this tax-gatherer;”

Literal Meaning: “the Pharisee stood” Though “standing” is the common gesture of the Jews when praying, here it shows the tone of showing off: one raises his head proudly and stands in the noticeable place.  

  “Prayed thus with himself” “With himself” shows that his prayer is not said to God but to himself. 

“I…I…” He repeated “I” again and again (See v.12), showing that the real state of his heart is self adulation and pride. The word in this verse is not like prayer to God at all but the accusation against others. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every prayer in which one regards himself as righteous and condemns others is only the talk with oneself instead of the true prayer in the sight of God. 

2) Those who are full of the thoughts of the Law and live under the principles of the Law (“the Pharisees”) are only intoxicated with self-satisfaction and have not experienced the spiritual reality. 

Luke. 18:12 “I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'”


YLT: “I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all things as many as I possess.”

The Background: “I fast twice a week” The Pharisees fast twice a week in order to show their piety (See 5:33; Matt. 6:16; 9:14; Mark. 2:18). However it has not been ordered in the Law. There is only the feast of fasting in the Day of Atonement (See Lev. 16:29-31; 23:27-29; Acts. 27:9). 

  “I give tithes” The Pharisees quite value the tithes (See Matt. 23:23; Lev. 27:30; Deut. 14:22).


Literal Meaning: please pay attention to the prayer of the Pharisee. Though apparently he made the form of prayer, he did not speak to God actually. On the contrary, he boasted of his own morality (See v.11) and his pious behaviors.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One’s arrogance and boast towards God in prayer is the most abominable sin before God. 

2) Prayers of many believers are like that of the Pharisee. They do not expect any answer from God and therefore their prayers cannot be answered. 

Luke. 18:13 “And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!'”


YLT: “`And the tax-gatherer, having stood afar off, would not even the eyes lift up to the heaven, but was smiting on his breast, saying, God be propitious to me the sinner!”

Meaning of Words: “be merciful”: show mercy, remit, atone for, make reconciliation for. 


Literal Meaning: “And the tax collector, standing afar off” shows that he did not dare to attract others’ attention. 

  “Would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven” shows that he feared God. 

  “God, be merciful to me a sinner!” “Be merciful” in the original refers to making reconciliation for. “Me a sinner” shows that he cared about his own sins instead of others’ sins (See v.11).

  It shows 
the following truth: a) Only God is qualified to show mercy to men. b) God is the God who is willing to show mercy to men. c) We do not receive God’s mercy because of reasons. d) We should only admit our poor states before God. e) We should trust ourselves to God completely. 

Spiritual Meaning: “standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven” It shows that he knows his corruption. “Beat his breast” shows that he is broken and contrite for sins. “God, be merciful to me a sinner!” It symbolizes that he asks God to remit his sins by the effect of Christ’s redemption.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If God does not show mercy, it is in vain no matter how one wills or runs. The moment God shows mercy to someone, all his problems will be solved. Therefore we all need God’s mercy. 

2) God is full of mercy. Whenever you have the true intention of seeking His mercy, you will receive His mercy and enter into grace. 

3) When one asks for God’s mercy, he has to give up his reasons. Many people do not need God’s mercy because they have many reasons and it seem that they own many worthy things and they could use them to exchange the grace of God with Him. It is wrong because grace is free. 

Luke. 18:14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’”


YLT: “I say to you, this one went down declared righteous, to his house, rather than that one: for every one who is exalting himself shall be humbled, and he who is humbling himself shall be exalted.’”

Literal Meaning: “justified” means that he is justified by God and he is counted righteous. “Justification” is more than the remission of sins because God sees him as if he has not committed sins. 

  In the original the word “justified” has been used five times in the Gospel of Luke (See 7:29, 35; 10:29; 16:15). In other three Gospels, it only has been used twice in the Gospel of Matthew (See Matt. 11:19; 12:37). 

  “And he who humbles himself will be exalted.” “Humble himself” indicates the modest attitude and it does not mean the self-abasement of one’s personality. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the reckoning of God------men’s goodness and evilness in behaviors are not effective sometimes and men’s humbleness is effective. 

2) That tax collector asked God to be merciful to him (See v.13) and God’s answer to him is that “he was justified”. What God has done is not according to our thoughts but according to His own thoughts and therefore what He does exceeding abundantly above all which we ask or think (See Eph. 3:20).

3) Believers should not exalt themselves or think of themselves more highly than they ought to think (Rom. 12:3). Believers should humble themselves and esteem others better than themselves (Pill. 2:3).

4) When we see others, we should see the new man in others. When we see ourselves, we should see the old men in us. In this way, we won’t exalt ourselves and we will humble ourselves. 
Luke. 18:15 “Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.”


YLT: “And they were bringing near also the babes, that he may touch them, and the disciples having seen did rebuke them,”

Literal Meaning: “that He might touch them” It shows that they asked the Lord to bless them.

  “When the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.” Most probably, the disciples thought the Lord’s journey to Jerusalem should not be blocked by such little, naive and ignorant infants.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s natural concept is full of the thoughts of divisions of honor and lowliness (See James. 2:1-7). Believers may usually be unconsciously be puffed up on behalf of one against the other (See 1Cor. 4:6).

2) Those who fear the Lord should not be with respect of persons (See James. 2:1), or even not play the bully to others.

Luke. 18:16 “But Jesus called them to Him and said, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.”

YLT: “and Jesus having called them near, said, `Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the reign of God;”

Meaning of Words: “forbid”: hinder, prevent. 


Literal Meaning: “for of such is the kingdom of God.” Please note that the Lord did not say “these” but “of such”. It shows that it does not refer to the age but the nature. “Of such”, it refers to men who are as innocent, humble and dependent as little children. Such characters are the qualifications for entering the kingdom of God (See Matt. 18:3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the church, nothing is so little that the Lord is not concerned about. Therefore we should bring all things, whether it is great or not, to the Lord.

2) In the church, no one is so great that something, in his eyes, is too small for them to do. 

3) Those who think that they own nothing and ask for the Lord humbly will be acceptable to the Lord.

4) No matter who we are and no matter how our states are, the Lord likes to have fellowship with us and draw near to us. The Lord does not allow any person or thing to hinder us from having communion with Him. 
Luke. 18:17 “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.’”


YLT: “verily I say to you, Whoever may not receive the reign of God as a little child, may not enter into it.’”

Literal Meaning: “does not…as a little child” Compared with adults, “a little child” has his advantages and disadvantages. The Lord did not ask them to be like little children who are naïve (See 1Cor. 3:1-3), unable to discern both good and evil (See Eph. 4:14), unable to eat solid food (See Heb. 5:12-14) and so on. He asked them to be as “humble” as little children (See Matt. 18:4). This feature shows their dispositions that they are innocent, simple, humble, willing to hear and obey, fully rely on their parents and so on. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is not to “pretend to be” a little child but “as” a little child. Therefore one could rest upon the present positions and does not feel that he is tired or in an unfavorable situation. 

2) The Lord’s words show that our old men and old dispositions do not have any place in the kingdom of God because God resists the proud (James. 4:6; 1Pet. 5:5). 

3) We should be like little children and do not allow our hearts to be occupied by traditional concepts and then we could receive the kingdom of God as a new thing. 

Luke. 18:18 “Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”


YLT: “And a certain ruler questioned him, saying, `Good teacher, what having done shall I inherit life age-during?’”

Literal Meaning: “a certain ruler asked Him” This ruler is a young rich man (See Matt. 19:22). 

  “Good teacher” shows that he saw Jesus as “teacher” to teach others instead of the “savior” to save all the people (See John 3:2). 

  “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” This sentence includes four meanings: 1) he knew the importance of “inheriting eternal life”. 2) He confessed that there was no eternal life in him. 3) He thought that he may inherit eternal life by “doing something”. 4) He did not know what he should do in order to inherit eternal life. 

  “Have eternal life” is “be saved” (See v.26). It means to “have the eternal life of God” and be delivered from the eternal perdition (See John. 3:16). 

  “Eternal life” is grace that God gives men through Jesus Christ and it is not the repay that men win from God by good works. 

Luke. 18:19 “So Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.”


YLT: “And Jesus said to him, ‘Why me dost thou call good? no one [is] good, except One God;”

Literal Meaning: “Why do you call Me good?” means “if you think that I am a common teacher, you should not call that I am good,” because every man is not good. 

  “No one is good but One, that is, God.” It means that there is none good, besides God (See Rom. 3:10). That the Lord said so did not show that He thought him sinful or same with normal men. However it shows that: 1) God is the source of true goodness. 2) Men do not have true goodness once they depart from God. 

  The Lord Jesus here did not deny that He Himself is God. He wanted to lead this young ruler to know that He is the only good God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A worthless tree cannot produce good fruit (See Matt. 7:18). The world cannot do something good through the evil nature. 

2) The good man out of the good treasure brings forth good things (See Matt. 12:35). However, only God is good. Therefore no matter what we do, the things we do cannot be counted as good in God’s sight. 

3) That except the righteousness of believers shall exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees, we shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven (See Matt. 5:20). Therefore, we should not only keep the commandments of the Old Testament concerning morality but also keep the new commandments issued by the king of the kingdom of heaven (Matt.5-7). 

4) No one is good but God. No one can be saved by his good works, and only the salvation of the Lord Jesus works.

5) All the works outside of the will and power of God are not “good” works. All the works of believers should be of God and through God.

Luke. 18:20 “You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,' ‘Do not murder,' ‘Do not steal,' ‘Do not bear false witness,' ‘Honor your father and your mother.’”


YLT: “the commands thou hast known: Thou mayest not commit adultery, Thou mayest do no murder, Thou mayest not steal, Thou mayest not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.’”

Meaning of Words: “honor”: respect. 


Literal Meaning: “You know the commandments” The purpose that the Lord Jesus mentioned “commandments” here is not to imply him that he could be saved by keeping the Law. On the contrary, the Lord wanted to make him know two things through the Law: a) The commandments show God’s love and His disposition of holiness and righteousness. b) He had to know his incapacity from the failure that men were totally unable to keep the commandments, thus realizing that men could not have eternal life by doing good.

  “Do not commit adultery. Do not…” They are the fifth to the ninth commandments of the Ten Commandments. “Honor your father and your mother” was the fifth commandment and it has been arranged at the back. Here the tenth commandment------“do not covet” has not been mentioned.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though believers in the New Testament do not need to keep the commandments concerning the ceremonies in the Old Testament, we should still keep the commandments of morality. 

2) In the church we should keep spiritual commandments: a) do not bring the world into the church------commit adultery; b) do not spread the factor of death------murder; c) do not usurp the glory of God------steal; d) do not bear witness to things outside of Christ------bear false witness; e) magnify the Lord------honor the father and the mother.

Luke. 18:21 “And he said, ‘All these things I have kept from my youth.’”


YLT: “And he said, ‘All these I did keep from my youth;’”

Literal Meaning: unfortunately, this young man had not seen his incapacity and thought that he had kept all these things. Actually, he only kept the commandments in words and letters and unavoidably violated the commandments in the spirit. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The self-righteous ones indeed live in darkness and they are unable to see their transgressions. 

2) As long as one has offended in the least commandment of the Law, he is guilty of all (See James. 2:10). 

Luke. 18:22 “So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, ‘You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”


YLT: “and having heard these things, Jesus said to him, `Yet one thing to thee is lacking; all things as many as thou hast sell, and distribute to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven, and come, be following me;’”

Literal Meaning: here the Lord raised the strictest claim to show his imperfectness. 

“You still lack one thing”, it implied that he was not “perfect” at the time------even if men have kept all the commandments, they are still imperfect in the sight of the Lord. From the Lord’s following words, we could know that what he lacked was the tenth commandment------“do not covet”, especially money. 

“Sell all that you have”, it showed that “all that he had” was the clear proof of his imperfectness, so he had to “sell” what he had.

“And distribute to the poor”, if he could not “distribute all that he have to the poor”, it proved that he couldn’t “love his neighbor as himself” (See Matt. 19:20).

“And you will have treasure in heaven”, it indicated that what he had now was only on the earth and he had nothing “in heaven”. 

“And come, follow Me”, it implied that even though he had distributed all that he had to the poor, he might still keep the poor only, not the Lord Jesus in his heart (See Mark. 14:7). Therefore he had to “follow the Lord”, in other words, he had to love the Lord more than all (See Matt. 10:37-38).

According to the context, this verse is not a general rule that every Christian should live a poor life. The Lord, with a purpose of asking the young man to do in this way, intended to let him know he had not kept all the commandments indeed (See v.21) and realize that men could not inherit eternal life by doing something (See v.18). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This verse is the general outline of the law: “sell all that you have and contribute to the poor”, namely, “love your neighbor as yourselves”. “Come, follow Me” is “love the Lord your God”. 

2) The Lord demands more and more: a) “sell”------it is easy for general believers to sell the possession for money (See Acts. 5:1); b) “contribute to the poor”------it is very difficult; c) “come, follow Me”------it is more difficult, because what one distributes to others is the worldly possessions but one follows by “the whole person”. 

3) The Lord asked the young man to sell all that he had and then follow the Lord, showing that what we had was always an obstacle to follow the Lord. 

4) Believers should not only be concerned about their own needs but also care for that of others. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others (Pill. 2:4).

5) One shall remove the obstacles so as to walk in the way of life and follow the Lord ahead.

6) The Lord asks us to abandon all besides Him, no matter it is the material or spiritual------“sell all that you have” and look upon Him single-mindedly, follow Him and regard Him as the most precious------“have treasure in heaven…follow me”.

7) “And come, follow Me”, some people may devote all his possession (See 1Cor. 13:3) for the sake of some lofty ideal, but not give himself to be a follower of the Lord. Such kind of “selling all that one has” profits him nothing. 

Luke. 18:23 “But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.”


YLT: “and he, having heard these things, became very sorrowful, for he was exceeding rich.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Anyone who keeps something for himself and is unwilling to follow the Lord will lead a “sorrowful” life. 

2) Even little children, through grace, could be blessed by the Lord (See v.16). However, the one who had kept all the commandments through deeds (See v.21) went away “sorrowfully” in the end. 

3) The more possessions one has, the greedier he will be. Such situation can also be applied in spiritual things------if one stresses on spiritual possessions besides the Lord such as eloquence, knowledge, and gifts, he will suffer the sorrow consequently. 

4) Those who love treasure more than the Lord make themselves be “sorrowful”. However those who love the Lord more than all have the fullness of joy, though they have lost their goods (See Heb. 10:34). 

5) Great possessions may hold men back from following the Lord. Not only material sufficiency but also spiritual complacency will hold men back from receiving grace. 

6) Though that young rich man had come to Christ, he did not obtain Christ. If we can neither forsake all things “what things were gain to me”------spiritual achievements in the past, nor seek Christ earnestly, probably we still cannot fully obtain Christ (See Pill. 3:7, 12). 

7) Earthly things and heavenly things cannot be mixed together. If believers are reluctant to give up the earthly and worldly things, they will be unable to enjoy the heavenly and spiritually riches. 

8) Whenever you meet the Lord, the Lord must demand you of something. If we have not answered the Lord, or are unwilling to pay the cost, there will be two results: 

(a) As for us, we will go away sorrowfully. 

(b) As for the Lord, He cannot be manifested in us. 

Luke. 18:24 “And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, ‘How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!”


YLT: “And Jesus having seen him become very sorrowful, said, `How hardly shall those having riches enter into the reign of God!”

Literal Meaning: “how hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!”------On one hand, being born from above is the prerequisite for entering the kingdom of God (See John. 3:3, 5). And as long as we believe in the Lord, we will be born from above. Therefore it is not difficult for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. On the other, the Lord told the rich man that the prerequisite for him to enter the kingdom of God was to “sell all that he has and contribute to the poor, come and follow Him”. Therefore, “to enter the kingdom of heaven” here is not equal to “having eternal life” or “being saved”. “Entering the kingdom of God” means that believers must live in the reality of the kingdom of heaven in this age and seek to be an indeed citizen of the kingdom of God, and will gain the glory of the kingdom when the Lord comes back. In that sense, it is indeed difficult for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. 


Spiritual Meaning: the spiritual definition of “those who have riches” is those who own something besides the Lord and yet are unwilling to deny themselves or lose the enjoyments of soul for the sake of the Lord (See Mark. 8:34-35). 


Enlightenment in the Word: men cannot enter the kingdom of God by money. The love or attachment for wealth will prevent a man, even a poor man, from entering the kingdom of God.

Luke. 18:25 “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’”


YLT: “for it is easier for a camel through the eye of a needle to enter, than for a rich man into the reign of God to enter.’”

The Background: “for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,” there was often another smaller door besides the city gate of the Jews in the old days. The smaller door was called “the door of the eye of a needle”. During the day, the city gate was open for the coming in and going out of men and goods. At dusk, the city gate would be closed and only the door of the eye of a needle was open. That smaller door was so small that only “man” was allowed to come in and go out. Therefore, if there came camels carrying goods, man had to firstly unload the goods and made the camels incline and crawl and then pushed and drew them so that the camels would pass the door. Later, “a camel to go through the eye of a needle” had become a common saying to describe that something is very difficult and yet is not absolutely impossible.


Literal Meaning: “for a camel to go through the eye of a needle” The word “needle” in the original indicates the needle that surgeons use and it is different from the “needle” in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark (See Matt. 19:24; Mark. 10:25). “Camel” was the greatest animal in Palestine. “The eye of a needle” was the smallest channel known by men. “A camel to go through the eye of a needle”, it showed that “it was totally impossible to men” (See v.27).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though it is difficult for rich men to enter the kingdom of heaven, it is not absolutely impossible. “Camel”, a kind of animal that carries goods, represents treasure------as long as one is willing to dedicate his treasure to the Lord, he can enter therein. 

2) Though it is difficult for the great camel to go through the small eye of a needle, as long as the principle of cross is applied------to deny oneself, burn self into ashes and come to naught------it will become possible to pass through.

Luke. 18:26 “And those who heard it said, ‘Who then can be saved?’”


YLT: “And those who heard, said, ‘And who is able to be saved?’”

Literal Meaning: they had at least two faults: a) they equated being saved with entering the kingdom of God; b) they thought wealth could help men to earn the right of entering the kingdom of God, since the treasure was a token of God’s blessing to righteous men (See Deut. 28:1-12).

  Strictly speaking, “being saved” is a synonym of “inheriting eternal life” (v.18), but it is different from “entering the kingdom of God” (v.24). Believers who have been saved have already inherited the eternal life and therefore they have obtained the basic requirement of “entering the kingdom of God” (See John 3:3, 5). Moreover, believers should also let the Lord reign in them thoroughly so that they will enter the kingdom of God actually, in other words, they live in the reality of the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 18:27 “But He said, ‘The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.’”


YLT: “and he said, ‘The things impossible with men are possible with God.’”

Literal Meaning: the word of the Lord answered the tough question that it is impossible for one to both “have riches” and “enter the kingdom of God”. Therefore He meant that God could get rid of the power of treasure in men’s hearts and enable men to leave all (See v.28-29) and enter the kingdom of God. 

  Someone thought that that young ruler may believe in Christ according to this verse.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The young man thought it was impossible for man to enter the kingdom of God (See v.23), so did those who heard this (See v.26). Even the Lord Himself also proved that, “which are impossible with men”. It is impossible for men to enter the kingdom of God by themselves. 

2) “Are possible with God.”------God can change the impossibility of men into possibility. God’s way is to give Himself to men and strengthen them and enable men to “have strength for all things” (See Pill. 4:13). 

3) “The things that are impossible with men”, it declares the uselessness of men’s deeds. “Are possible with God”, it shows the fullness of God’s grace. Only by faith instead of deeds can we be saved (See Eph. 2:8-9). 

4) That young ruler only saw his impossibility and did not see God’s possibility in all things and therefore he went away sorrowfully (See v.23). If one only sees his impossibility, he will become sorrowful. However, if one sees that it is possible with God, he will rejoice and praise God. 

5) After we have been saved, we have to rely on God’s “almightiness” to do good works (See Eph. 2:10) so that we can indeed live in the reality of the kingdom of God (See 2Pet. 1:10-11). 

6) God has the infinite power to help us to solve all difficulties whether in the living environments or the spiritual growth. We should rely on Him. 

7) In the eyes of men, it is difficult for some unbelievers to believe in the Lord and be saved. However, it is possible in the eyes of God. Therefore, we should not give up anyone rashly. Because once God works in men, the most hardened sinners will be saved. 

Luke. 18:28 “Then Peter said, ‘See, we have left all and followed You.’”


YLT: “And Peter said, ‘Lo, we left all, and did follow thee;’”

Literal Meaning: Peter meant that since we “had left something”, we should “obtain something” in future and that would be reasonable. Though it was not wrong, it carried the nature of exchange and its motive was not noble enough.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Peter’s “see” showed his “possession”. He was “a spiritually rich man” and really had something to boast. 

2) The reason why we can leave all and follow the Lord is God’s attraction, working and strengthening. Therefore all the glory should be given unto God.

Luke. 18:29 “So He said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,”


YLT: “and he said to them, `Verily I say to you, that there is not one who left house, or parents, or brothers, or wife, or children, for the sake of the reign of God,”

Meaning of Words: “left”: lay aside, abandon, had remitted.  

Luke. 18:30 “who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.’”


YLT: “who may not receive back manifold more in this time, and in the coming age, life age-during.’”

Literal Meaning: “who shall not receive many times more in this present time” it means that one shall receive full enjoyment and joy in this age.

  “And in the age to come eternal life”, it refers to obtaining the blessings of the everlasting life in the coming age. The Lord did not mean that we could earn eternal life by leaving all (See v.29). He meant that when we enter the realm of eternal life, our leaving could enable us to enjoy the fullness of life more------the reward that God has prepared for the overcoming believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The spiritual principle is to forsake first and receive afterwards.

2) The reward of the kingdom is both in this age and the coming age. 

3) The reward of the kingdom of God is a “hundredfold”. This reward is Christ Himself, for Christ is fully perfect.

Luke. 18:31 “Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished.”


YLT: “And having taken the twelve aside, he said unto them, ‘Lo, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things shall be completed that have been written through the prophets to the Son of Man,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord did not speak of “I am going to” but “we are going to”. It is not enough for one to walk in the way of the cross and we should also exhort and lead men to keep the will of God and take up the cross to walk forth. 

2) “And all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished.” If the will that God had established has not been accomplished, He won’t be satisfied. Therefore we should cooperate with God so that all things that He had planed for us shall be accomplished in us. 

Luke. 18:32 “For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon.”


YLT: “for he shall be delivered up to the nations, and shall be mocked, and insulted, and spit upon,”

Literal Meaning: “He will be delivered to the Gentiles” “The Gentiles” refer to the Romans. Jesus was condemned to death by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate and then was crucified (See 23:23-25).

  “And will be mocked and insulted and spit upon.” Before being crucified, Jesus was mocked and insulted by the men who held Him, the soldiers of Herod and the Roman soldiers and was spit upon His face (See 22:63; 23:11; Mark. 15:16-20). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord guided the disciples all the way and often mentioned His suffering and being killed to them (See 9:22, 44, 17:25), showing that the Lord’s way was pointing to the cross all the time. 

2) If we could surpass the suffering of the cross and see the glory in the resurrection, we will joyfully run the way that is set before us fearlessly. 

3) There must be suffering before glory (Rom. 8:17); the death before resurrection (1Cor. 15:36). The cross is the way for one to be highly exalted (Pill. 2:8-9). This is the model left for us by the Lord Jesus.  

4) The more sufferings one suffers, the more consolations of the Lord he will receive (2Cor. 1:5). The more one is delivered to death, the more the Lord’s life of resurrection will be manifested in him (2Cor. 4:11). 
Luke. 18:33 “They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.’”


YLT: “and having scourged they shall put him to death, and on the third day he shall rise again.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “And the third day He will rise again.” The difference between Christianity and other religions is the resurrection of the Savior the Lord Jesus. The difference between Christians and other religious believers is that Christians have the hope of resurrection. 

2) To Christians, the cross is not the end and there is the glory of resurrection after the cross. If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together (Rom. 8:17).

Luke. 18:34 “But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not know the things which were spoken.”


YLT: “And they none of these things understood, and this saying was hid from them, and they were not knowing the things said.”

Enlightenment in the Word: Those who are spiritually proud and conceited------“See, we have left all and followed you” (v.28) cannot understand the meaning of the cross------“they understood none of these things…they did not know the things which were spoken.” 

Luke. 18:35 “Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in his coming nigh to Jericho, a certain blind man was sitting beside the way begging,”

The Background: “as He was coming near Jericho” This event happened “as they departed from Jericho” in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark (See Matt. 20:29; Mark. 10:46). We should know the background of the city of Jericho so as to understand the reason of this discrepancy. There was a new Jericho and an old one at that time. The former was built by Herod the Great and there was a road connecting these two cities. Mark and Matthew recorded the time when Jesus went out of the old Jericho, Luke mentioned the time when Jesus was coming near the new Jericho. Therefore there was no contradiction between them. 

  “Jericho”, it was a land which had been cursed (See Josh. 6:26).


Literal Meaning: “a certain blind man” His name was “Bartimaeus” (See Mark. 10:46). Two blind men were recorded in the Gospel of Matthew (See Matt. 20:30) and only one was recorded here. Probably, Bartimaeus was one of the two and he was more active and it was he that cried out. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a certain blind man”, it refers to the one who lacks enlightenment and revelation and neither knows God nor himself in darkness.  

  “Sat by the road begging” “Sat by the road” means man no longer grows up in life. “Begging” symbolizes that one has to rely on others’ provision and feeding because of the naivety of life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Following the Lord is the way for one to be blessed. However men cannot follow the Lord because of blindness, only “sitting by the road”. This is a picture of men’s poor state in darkness. 
2) He “begged”, for he was a “blind man”. All those who are dark in spirit and lack revelation cannot receive provision from the Lord directly and have to beg the second-hand things from men.

Luke. 18:36 “And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant.”


YLT: “and having heard a multitude going by, he was inquiring what this may be,”
Luke. 18:37 “So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.”


YLT: “and they brought him word that Jesus the Nazarene doth pass by,” 
Luke. 18:38 “And he cried out, saying, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’”


YLT: “and he cried out, saying, `Jesus, Son of David, deal kindly with me;’”

Literal Meaning: “Son of David” is a name used by the Jews for the Messiah. They hoped that the Messiah would come to save them and remove the suffering of the world (See Is. 9:7, Jer. 23:5-6).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though this blind man could not “see”, he could “hear” (See v.36). Once he had heard it, he caught the chance to call upon the Lord. It is the reason why he was granted grace. 

2) Thank the Lord! He makes us hear the gospel and know that He is “Jesus” (it means “Jehovah the Savior” and “the salvation of Jehovah” in the original) and the Son of David (it means that He is the coming Messiah). Therefore we cry out to Him.

Luke. 18:39 “Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’”


YLT: “and those going before were rebuking him, that he might be silent, but he was much more crying out, `Son of David, deal kindly with me.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Those who went before” The religious leaders who are sophisticated and seem to be closer to the Lord usually become the stumbling blocks for others to seek Christ. 

2) The prayer of seeking to be able to see may often be forbidden by men. However the more one is forbidden, the more urgently he asks. In this way he will be blessed. 

3) If one seeks revelation in prayer, one should seek urgently regardless of all the difficulties and blocks, and thus he will receive what he has asked. 

Luke. 18:40 “So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him,”


YLT: “And Jesus having stood, commanded him to be brought unto him, and he having come nigh, he questioned him,”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus stood still” Darby once commented on this sentence that, “Joshua once ordered the sun to stand still in the air. However, here the Lord of the sun, the moon and heavens stood still unexpectedly in order to answer the request of a blind beggar. 

Luke. 18:41 “saying, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, that I may receive my sight.’”


YLT: “saying, ‘What wilt thou I shall do to thee?’ and he said, `Sir, that I may receive sight.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “What do you want Me to do for you?” One should have a clear purpose in prayer. 

2) We may pray generally, aimlessly or even ask amiss (James. 4:3) without knowing what we ask, and it is why our prayers have not been answered.

3) “Lord, that I may receive my sight.” We should dare to trust in the Lord concerning the things that seem to be impossible. 

4) To ask for spiritual sight is the beginning of running the heavenly way (2Cor. 4:6, Eph. 1:18, Acts. 26:18). 

5) Though the blind man had not seen the Lord, he had “heard” Him (See v.36) and immediately he cried out unto the Lord that “I may receive my sight”. When reading the Bible, we may not receive the revelation suddenly or understand the Lord’s words, but after we hear the words and cry out unto the Lord for enlightenment humbly we will receive the revelation.
Luke. 18:42 “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.’”


YLT: “And Jesus said to him, `Receive thy sight; thy faith hath saved thee;’”

Literal Meaning: “your faith has made you well” He trusted that the Lord Jesus was able to heal him and therefore the faith is not self-confidence but faith in God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The blind man once “sat by the road” (See v.35), his eyes were opened now and then followed the Lord on the way. If a man wants to run the way, he has to receive sight first.

2) Men’s faith is the channel of the Lord’s power. The greater the pipe of faith is, the more power the Lord will import. If we have not experienced the great power of the Lord, the problem is the lack of our faith instead of the lack of the Lord’s power. 

Luke. 18:43 “And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.”


YLT: “and presently he did receive sight, and was following him, glorifying God; and all the people, having seen, did give praise to God.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true faith brings in the true “sight” (See v.42) and the true sight brings in the true following. 

2) The blind ones do not know the preciousness of the Lord and therefore they are reluctant to sell all that they have and follow the Lord (See v.22-23). If one’s eyes of heart are opened, he will forsake all for the excellence of the Lord (Pill. 3:8) and follow the Lord to walk in the way of the cross willingly. 

3) The young ruler wanted to “do something” and went away sorrowfully in the end (See v.18, 23). The blind man asked to “receive the sight” and he glorified God joyfully in the end. 

4) Jesus Christ always did something for the purpose of glorifying God. Believers should walk to seek the glory of God instead of our own glory. 

5) The grateful one bears witness to the Lord’s grace at any time and glories God so that men could see the works of God in us and then give praise to Him. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Teachings of Prayer from the Unrighteous judge 

I. The unrighteous judge did not fear God nor regard man (v.2, 4)------however God is our Father and He only gives us blessings. 

II. When the widow came to him, he profited nothing because the widow did not have money to give him (v.3)------however, we have been chosen by God and He cares about us. 

III. Every time he sat on the seat of judge, she was there. In the end he could not bear it and answered her request (v.5)------God showed mercy to the church of all the past dynasties and the church has been ill-treated and persecuted as that widow. 

The Wrongness of the Prayer of the Pharisee

I. He though that he was righteous------I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers (v.11a).

II. He condemned others------or even as that tax collector (v.11b).

III. He boasted himself before God------I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess (v.12).

The Example of the Prayer of the Tax Collector (v.13)

I. He admitted his corruption------standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven,

II. He was broken for sins------beat his breast. 

III. He asked for God’s kindness and mercy------God, be merciful to me a sinner!

The Conditions to Enter the Kingdom of God 

I. Humble oneself before God and know that he is a sinner and need God’s “remission” (v.9-14).

II. Be like infants and do not have the preconceived ideas (v.15-17).

III. Overcome treasure and the occupation of all material things and follow the Savior (v.18-30).

The Things Which Are Impossible with Men Are Possible with God

I. Men think that they could partake in the heavenly blessings by their own strength (adults) (v.15-17).

II. Men want to inherit eternal life by doing good (v.18).

III. Men think that they have met the requirements of God (v.19-21).

IV. All that men have contrarily become the block for them to receive the heavenly blessings (v.22-23).

V. Men have to stop all their struggle and effort and fully trust on God (v.24-27). 

VI. Men should leave all and then they will receive all that are of God as the full reward (v.28-30). 

The Wrongness of the Young Ruler and the Lord’s Correction to Him (v.18-23)

I. He misunderstood that the Lord was only a “good” master------the Lord lead him to see that no one is good but One, that is, God.

II. He misunderstood that he could inherit eternal life by “doing good”------the Lord pointed out the requirements of the Law to show him that it is impossible for men to do “good” completely. 

III. He misunderstood that he had already kept the Law “completely”------the Lord pointed out the condition to be perfect to show him that he was not “perfect”.  

The Wonderful Foreknowledge and Prophecy of the Lord Jesus 

I. We are going up to Jerusalem (v.31)------he went into Jerusalem (18:35-19:46).

II. The Son of Man will be delivered to the Gentiles (v.32a)------He was betrayed and delivered (19:47-23:1).

III. They will mock and insult Him (v.32b)------He was insulted (23:2-32).

IV. They will kill Him (v.33a)------He was crucified on the cross (23:33-56).

V. The third day He will rise again (v.33b)------He rose from the dead and appeared and was taken up into heaven (24:1-53).

The Blind Man in Jericho Received the Sight

I. The blind man’s poorness------he sat by the road begging (v.35).

II. The blind man’s gospel------he heard that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by (v.36-37).

III. The blind man’s reaction------he cried out, saying “Jesus, Son of David” (v.38).

IV. The blind man’s persistence------but he cried out all the more (v.39).

V. The blind man’s being called------Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him (v.40).

VI. The blind man’s request------I may receive my sight (v.41).

VII. The blind man’s being saved------your faith has made you well (v.42).

VIII. The blind man’s change------immediately he received his sight (v.43a).

IX. The blind man’s way------he followed Him, glorifying God (v.43b). 

The Reason Why the Blind Man Received Grace

I. He seized the chance------hearing the Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, he cried out (v.36-38).

II. He disregarded the blocks------many people warned him that he should be quiet, but he cried out all the more…(v.39).

III. He called upon Him bluntly------he said that, “Lord, that I may receive my sight” (v.41).

Luke Chapter Nineteen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Different Attitudes of the Citizens of the Kingdom of God towards the King

I. The tax collector Zacchaeus was saved------the true citizen of the kingdom of God received the Lord joyfully (v.1-10).

II. The parable that the lord delivered minas to the servants------whether the true citizens of the kingdom of God are good or evil is determined by whether they have used the minas well and gained the reward or punishment respectively (v.11-27).

III. The Lord sat on the colt and went into the Holy City------the true citizens of the kingdom of God welcomed the king with joy and praise (v.28-40).

IV. He wept over the city for its coming tribulation------the earthly citizens did not know the time of their visitation (v.41-44).

V. He cleansed the Holy Temple------the earthly citizens changed the house of prayer to the den of thieves (v.45-46).

VI. Two kinds of different reactions------the earthly citizens sought to destroy Him and there were people being attentive to hear Him (v.47-48). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 19:1 “Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.”


YLT: “And having entered, he was passing through Jericho,”

Meaning of Words: “pass through”: walk through. 

Luke. 19:2 “Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.”


YLT: “and lo, a man, by name called Zaccheus, and he was a chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich,”

Meaning of Words: “Zacchaeus”: just, clean. 


Literal Meaning: “a chief tax collector” Zacchaeus may take charge of the taxes of the city of Jericho. 

  “And he was rich.” At that time the city of Jericho was prosperous and it provided him the opportunity of collecting wealth illegally. 

Luke. 19:3 “And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.”


YLT: “and he was seeking to see Jesus, who he is, and was not able for the multitude, because in stature he was small,”

Literal Meaning: “and he sought to see who Jesus was” He may hear the fame of the Lord Jesus and was attracted and wanted to see who He was. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The outer difficulties of circumstances------“the crowd” and one’s own difficulties------“he was of short stature” are always the blocks for us to pursue and know the Lord. However, all difficulties cannot bother us at all as long as we pursue Him with our hearts.

2) Many times, people surround the Lord Jesus (“the crowd”) and make men be unable to see Him, for instance, men’s concepts and words always pervert the will of the Lord and make men confused so that they “could not see”. 

Luke. 19:4 “So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way.”


YLT: “and having run forward before, he went up on a sycamore, that he may see him, because through that [way] he was about to pass by.”

Literal Meaning: “So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree” It shows that how urgent he was to see the Lord. 

  “A sycamore tree” refers to a kind of fig sycamore in the land of Palestine (See Amos. 7:14). Its leaves are like that of a sycamore and its fruits are like that of a fig tree. Its branches are so strong to hold a grown-up man. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “So he ran ahead” Only when we are attracted by the Lord (See v.3) will we run after Him (Song. 1:4).

2) Every effort that we do in order to “see Jesus” won’t be in vain and in the end we will receive grace and see Him (See v.5).

3) Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector who was with high position (See v.2). He disregarded his fame and “climbed up into a sycamore tree”, showing that his heart to see the Lord Jesus was very urgent. One’s intention greatly determines whether he could receive grace. 

Luke. 19:5 “And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.’”


YLT: “And as Jesus came up to the place, having looked up, he saw him, and said unto him, ‘Zaccheus, having hastened, come down, for to-day in thy house it behoveth me to remain;’”

Literal Meaning: “And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him” It shows that the Lord Jesus already knew Zacchaeus because He knows all things (See John. 2:24-25). Zacchaeus formerly wanted to “see” Jesus and unexpectedly, Jesus had already “seen” him. Now they saw each other and showed their feelings by the expressions in their eyes. 

  “Zaccaeus, make haste and come down” It shows that He knows His sheep and He calls His own sheep by name (John. 10:3, 14).


Spiritual Meaning: “for today I must stay at your house.” It symbolizes that the Lord Jesus is willing to dwell in the hearts of those who believe in Him (See John. 14:23; Rev. 3:20).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord clearly knows every heart that truly desires Him. Men may not know our dedication, praise, prayers to the Lord in secret, and the suffering for Him. However, He is fully aware of these.   

2) If anyone loves God, this one is known by Him (1Cor. 8:3).

Luke. 19:6 “So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.”


YLT: “and he having hastened did come down, and did receive him rejoicing;”

Literal Meaning: “So he made hast and came down” Please note that in this story “ran ahead” (See v.4), “come down” (v.5) and “made haste and came down” showed that the prompt reaction of Zaccaeus accorded with the will of God. It was also closely related to Zaccaeus’ good behaviors of being saved. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “So he made hast and came down” Once we receive the word of the Lord, we should react immediately. 

2) Zaccaeus was a rich man (See v.2), however, he was not joyful. When he met the Lord, he “received Him joyfully”. It shows that: a) Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god (Ps. 16:4). b) Those whose hearts the Lord is not in are full of vanities. Once the Lord comes into their hearts, they will be full of joy. 

Luke. 19:7 “But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, ‘He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.’”


YLT: “and having seen [it], they were all murmuring, saying `With a sinful man he went in to lodge!’”
Luke. 19:8 “Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.’”


YLT: “And Zaccheus having stood, said unto the Lord, `Lo, the half of my goods, sir, I give to the poor, and if of any one anything I did take by false accusation, I give back fourfold.’”

The Background: the Law of the Old Testament ordered that if a man stole something, he should restore fourfold (See Exod. 22:1). David also said so (2Sam. 12:6). However, if a man owes someone money, he should restore it in the principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto (See Lev. 6:5; Num. 5:7).


Literal Meaning: “Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord” “Stood” shows that it is very serious that he told the Lord his will. “Lord” shows that he confessed Jesus as his lord and he would hear Him from then on. 

  “I give half of my goods to the poor.” It shows that: a) his attitude towards money had changed. b) he became merciful to the poor. 

  “If I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation” “False accusation” is the gentle expression of blackmail (See 3:14). Tax collectors always made high estimate of men’s treasure and income on purpose and in this way they extorted unlawful money. 

  “I restore fourfold.” He did so in order to repay men willingly what he had unrighteously exploited. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The assurance of being saved shall be manifested in the one who has truly been saved (See 2Cor. 5:17). The change of one’s love towards money is specially the best testimony of one’s being saved. 

2) Once a sinner receives the Savior, His great power of salvation would deliver us from the occupation of treasure and make us clear up our past sinful live. 

3) Men’s being delivered from the world and sins does not lie in the persuasion and encouragement of doctrines or their own willingness and determination but Christ’s urgency and strengthening in their hearts.  

4) That young rich man went away sorrowfully (See 18:23), proving that “it is impossible with men”. This rich man Zacchaeus could overcome the shackles of treasure, proving that “it is possible with God” (See 18:27).

5) God’s salvation in Christ is abundant and His power is infinite. None of the states is too difficult for Him to deal with and none of men is too difficult for Him to save. 

6) Believers should not be particular about trifle when they admit their sins and repay others. They should do it until the other has nothing to say and their own conscience is good. 
Luke. 19:9 “And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham;”


YLT: “And Jesus said unto him `To-day salvation did come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham;”

Literal Meaning: “today salvation has come to this house” It shows that one’s being granted grace and saved is accomplished in a twinkle. One should not wait to be saved until he has known more knowledge of the Bible and improved his behavior gradually. 

  “Because he also is a son of Abraham” It shows that he is one of those who are of faith and heirs according to God’s promise (See Gal. 3:7, 29).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Today salvation has come to this house” God’s salvation comes to the unit of house. Therefore when preaching the glad tidings, we should hope that not only the individual but also the whole family could be saved. 

2) The Lord previously said to Zacchaeus that “I must stay at your house” (v.5). Now He says that, “today salvation has come to his house”. It shows that where the Lord is, there will be salvation there. Salvation is nothing else save the Lord Himself.  

3) The true sons of Abraham are those who have the faith of Abraham and bear the fruit of faith (See Rom. 4:16). 

Luke. 19:10 “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.’”


YLT: “for the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’”

Literal Meaning: “which was lost” in the original is “the lost” and it refers to both the “lost” believers (See Matt. 18:11) and the “lost” sinners. According to the context, it should refer to the latter. Therefore “the lost” here does not speak of believers who are lost in the world and sins but sinners who are wandering in the way to perish. 

  This verse shows that the Savior did not come to Jericho by accident and He came to Jericho with the purpose of seeking a lost sinner, just as He sought the sinful women in Samaria (See John. 4:4). 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord is willing to be sought by those who seek Him because He Himself is seeking men. 

Luke. 19:11 “Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.”


YLT: “And while they are hearing these things, having added he spake a simile, because of his being nigh to Jerusalem, and of their thinking that the reign of God is about presently to be made manifest.”

Meaning of Words: “appear”: discover, be revealed. 


The Background: “they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.” The Jews who followed the Lord, including the Lord’s disciples, thought that He went to Jerusalem to reign to realize the kingdom of the Messiah and lead the Jews to be delivered from the enslavement of the Roman Empire. 


Literal Meaning: “because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.” Here there are two reasons: one is that He was about to be crucified in Jerusalem and the second is that the disciples thought that He would reign and establish the kingdom. Their thoughts are opposite to each other. In fact, there is still a long period of time from the death of the Lord to the time when He comes back and realizes the kingdom of God on the earth. Therefore the Lord Jesus spoke another parable here to teach the disciples. 

  “He spoke another parable.” The following parable continues the previous case that Zacchaeus was saved. It enlightens us that between the Lord’s departure and His second coming, everyone who has been saved should prepare himself for the judgment of the kingdom, in other words, one’s position in the kingdom after the Lord’s coming shall be decided by how he uses and manages the grace that is given by the Lord when he lives on the earth. 

Luke. 19:12 “Therefore He said: ‘A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return.”


YLT: “He said therefore, `A certain man of birth went on to a far country, to take to himself a kingdom, and to return,”

The Background: the Lord Jesus was good at obtaining material from local sources when preaching. At that time, the palace of Archelaus was set in Jericho. When he left Jericho for Roman in order to receive the throne, he delivered national affairs to his servants and asked them to manage his property. After he had left Jericho, the Jews sent a delegation of fifty men to petition the Roman Empire so that Archelaus was removed from office and lost the throne of Judea painfully. When Archelaus was sent to be tetrarch of another district, he gathered his servants immediately and settled accounts with them concerning all the accounts during the time of his journey to Roman and many of them were punished by him. 


Spiritual Meaning: “A certain nobleman went into a far country” “A certain nobleman” refers to the Lord Jesus. He is both God and man and He has the honorable divinity and noble humanity. “Went into a far country” indicates that the Lord rose up and departed out of the world to the heavens (See 24:51; Heb. 9:11; 1Pet. 3:22). “Far” implies that there will be a long period of time from the Lord’s departure to His second coming. 

  “To receive himself a kingdom to return” It symbolizes that the Savior returns with the kingdom (See Dan. 7:13-14; Rev. 11:15; 2Tim. 4:1).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus first comes to be the Savior and then the king. He gives men the way to enter the kingdom as the Savior and then brings the kingdom to the world. 

2) General believers usually receive the Lord Jesus as their Savior and have not received Him as the king in their hearts. Such believers have not lived in the reality of the kingdom of God and therefore they can not partake in the reward of the kingdom. 

Luke. 19:13 “So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.'”


YLT: “and having called ten servants of his own, he gave to them ten pounds, and said unto them, Do business till I come;”

Meaning of Words: “do business”: occupy, manage, use. 


The Background: “ten minas” mina is a kind of unit of money in Greece and it is equal to a hundred Greek drachmas or Roman denarius. It is also equal to a common worker’s earning of a hundred day.  


Spiritual Meaning: “So he called ten of his servants” “Ten” in the Bible represents perfection. “Servants” in the original refers to the bondman. It indicates that believers are bondmen who are bought by the Lord by His precious blood (See 1Cor. 7:22-23). 

  “Delivered to them ten minas” The ten servants got ten minas and each of them got the same quantity, one mina. Therefore here “minas” does not symbolize gift (See Matt. 25:15), or ability, ministry, position, operation and so on. Because these are distributed to each individually as the Holy Spirit wills and each receives differently (See 1Cor. 12:4-11). The “minas” here indicates that every Christian, on account of the redemption of the Lord Jesus, receives the same grace and rights from the Lord------the privilege of the spiritual life, the privilege to seek the kingdom of God and preach the glad tidings and so on.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) As far as life is concerned believers are virgins (See v.1) and should live for Him. As far as work is concerned believers are servants and should work for Him. 

2) Ten servants symbolize all believers at all times and in all countries. Every believer is a servant of the Lord and also receives spiritual gifts from the Lord. None of believers could decline that, “I do not have any gifts and therefore I do not need to hand over the accountants or do any service.”

3) Believers have to declare to the hostile world the message that the Lord is the king and preach the truth of Gospel. 

4) The possessor of minas is the nobleman, however, the rights of use of minas have been delivered to the servants. Since believers have received the commission from the Lord, they have the responsibility to use it well. 

5) Believers all have received the faith from the Lord (See Jude. 3). The faith which was once delivered unto the Saints by the Lord is the capital which the Lord has instructed to believers so that we could use it to mange, serve, do business until the Lord comes back. 
Luke. 19:14 “But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.'”


YLT: “and his citizens were hating him, and did send an embassy after him, saying, We do not wish this one to reign over us.”

Spiritual Meaning: “his citizens” symbolize the unbelieving Jews. 

  “We will not have this man to reign over us.” It symbolizes that the Jews rejected the Lord who rose up and was taken up into heavens (See Acts. 2-9).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should magnify the Lord as the king. However, behaviors of many show that they have not let the Lord reign in their hearts. 

2) Today, the world is full of men who are hostile to the Lord and are unwilling to obey Him. The work (trade) that believers should do is to do our utmost to win them.  

Luke. 19:15 “‘And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.”


YLT: “`And it came to pass, on his coming back, having taken the kingdom, that he commanded these servants to be called to him, to whom he gave the money, that he might know what any one had done in business.”

Spiritual Meaning: “having received the kingdom” It symbolizes that the Lord descends in the air when He comes back. 

  “He then commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him” It symbolizes that believes shall be caught up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (See 1Thess. 4:17). 

  “That he might know how much every man had gained by trading” It symbolizes the judgment before the judgment seat of Christ (See 2Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All the service of believers on earth today will be handed over before the Lord one by one in future (See 1Cor. 3:10-15). Therefore all our deeds on the earth today will be remembered in heaven (See 12:33) and they will also be remembered in the everlasting age (See 16:9).

2) The effect of our works today all belongs to the Lord and we will give account before the Lord in future. Therefore we should never have all to ourselves. 

3) Believers’ all services, works and the pursuit of life on the earth today will be handed over before the Lord one day sooner or later. Watchmen Nee wrote a poem that, “I’m daily gazing at the light out of the Judgment seat, that all my living and my works may stand the test of fire”. 

Luke. 19:16 “Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.'”


YLT: “`And the first came near, saying, Sir, thy pound did gain ten pounds;”

Literal Meaning: “your mina has earned ten minas” It means that he has used the mina that the Lord had given him to do business, showing that the Lord gives them minas with the aim of hoping them to be good at using them and make more instead of keeping the minas. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Then came the first” “Came” refers to coming to the judgment seat of Christ. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord gives each of us the spiritual possessions in order to ask us to use, manage and increase them. The more the spiritual capital is used, the more it will increase. 

2) Our bodies, time, intelligence, the spirit and etc that are given by the Lord should be completely used by the Lord and we should live for the Lord. 

Luke. 19:17 “And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.'”


YLT: “and he said to him, Well done, good servant, because in a very little thou didst become faithful, be having authority over ten cities.”

Meaning of Words: “good”: fine, well; “faithful”: trustworthy, trustful. 


Literal Meaning: “good and faithful servant” “Good” refers to good intention and motive; “faithful” refers to good behaviors and performance. 


Spiritual Meaning: “you were faithful in very little” “Very little” symbolizes works in the Lord in this life.

  “Have authority over ten cities.” “City” is the realm of authority. “Have authority over ten cities” symbolizes that one reigns in the kingdom in future and reigns with Christ (See Rev. 2:26; 20:4, 6).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What the Lord demands us is not the greatness and prosperity of works but the “goodness” and “faithfulness”. Though Stephen did not do great work for the Lord (See Acts. 7) and he failed in men’s sight, he was “good and faithful” in the Lord’s sight. 

2) “Good and faithful” is in contrast with “wicked servant” in v.22 and therefore “good” refers to minding the things of the Lord and working diligently.  

3) No matter how many things we have done for the Lord, it is only “a very little”. It is only the preparation that we have to experience in order to have authority over cities in future. The true services of believers are in the everlasting age (See Rev. 22:3). 

4) We always think that we have served too much, however, it is “a very little” in the Lord’s sight. If we could see all the service in the Lord’s sight, we will do cheerfully. 

5) To those who are faithful in “a very little” in this life, their rewards are to bear more responsibilities (“ten cities”) in future. 

6) Those who serve “faithfully” today will have the authority over “ten cities”. Whoever will be great among believers, let him be your minister (See Matt. 20:26). 

7) Christians do not have the concept of “retirement” forever. The end of the earth is the beginning of the heavenly kingdom. 
Luke. 19:18 “And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.'”


YLT: “`And the second came, saying, Sir, thy pound made five pounds;”
Luke. 19:19 “Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.'”


YLT: “and he said also to this one, And thou, become thou over five cities.”

Enlightenment in the Word: The servant who has earned ten minas could have authority over ten cities (See v.17) and the servant who has earned five minas could be over five cities. It shows that the spiritual authority is determined by the spiritual measure. The authority of Christ that we could manifest is decided by the measure of Christ that has been filled (“earned”) in us. 

Luke. 19:20 “‘Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief.”


YLT: “`And another came, saying, Sir, lo, thy pound, that I had lying away in a napkin;”

Spiritual Meaning: “another” This servant symbolizes the unfaithful believers. 

  “Which I have kept put away in a handkerchief.” It symbolizes that he has buried the grace and rights that the Lord has given him and he has not used them. It is the irresponsible behavior. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This servant commits the sin of negligence and has not done the work of the Lord well. There are many people who commit this sin in the church and it seems that they do not have the will to serve the Lord at all. 

2) Believers should seize the chance and make preparations before the coming of the Lord. We should not accomplish nothing during this period of time and lose the chance to serve the Lord further in future. 

3) “Handkerchief” is used to wipe the sweat away instead of “putting away” the mina. He who is unwilling to strive to do the work of the Lord could not say that, “our labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1Cor. 15:58) or that, “the dead who die in the Lord may rest from their labors, and their works follow them” (Rev. 14:13). 

Luke. 19:21 “For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.'”


YLT: “for I was afraid of thee, because thou art an austere man; thou takest up what thou didst not lay down, and reapest what thou didst not sow.”

Literal Meaning: “for I feared you” He “feared” that he may lose the mina that he has received and it would become difficult for him to give the account before the Lord and therefore he dared not use it. 

  “An austere man” refers to the strict demands. However, its tone is not as strong as “hard” (Matt. 25:24).  

  “You collect what you did not deposit.” “Deposit” is the term of debit and credit and it refers to “loaning money to others”. The whole sentence means that “you collect the interest of what you did not loan to others”. 

  “Reap what you did not sow.” This sentence is a common saying used by the ancient farmers: under normal circumstances, sowing should be done first before reaping and then there will be harvest. Therefore the whole sentence means that “one wants to gain without paying.” It is just like the pharaoh in Egypt who did not give Israel straw and asked them to hand over bricks as usual (See Exod. 5:7-14). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord teaches us that “fear not and believe only” (See 8:50). He who truly loves the Lord does not fear (See 1John. 4:18).

2) The timid ones are afraid of the Lord, men, failure and less effort. They just let the world, sins, the flesh and other earthly persons and things cover up their spiritual rights and consequently they accomplish nothing. 

3) The common difficulties that common Christians would encounter are timidity, shame and fear so that they dare not serve the Lord positively. 

4) We should not serve the Lord passively and we should use all that we have received from the Lord actively and positively. 

Luke. 19:22 “And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow.”


YLT: “`And he saith to him, Out of thy mouth I will judge thee, evil servant: thou knewest that I am an austere man, taking up what I did not lay down, and reaping what I did not sow!”

Literal Meaning: “you wicked servant” “Wicked” indicates that he did not do the will of the Lord and prated against the Lord. 

  “You knew that…”It did not mean that the Lord admit that the servant’s evaluation of Him is correct. The Lord meant that “since you believed that I am that kind of people, then you should…” Therefore the lord judges him out of his own mouth. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should know Christ more, lest we may become “wicked” servants in His eyes because of our ignorance. 

2) The Lord will judge us out of our own mouths. 

Luke. 19:23 “Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?'”


YLT: “and wherefore didst thou not give my money to the bank, and I, having come, with interest might have received it?”

Literal Meaning: “put my money in the bank” “bank” in the original is translated as “the desk of money-changers” and it is transformed from four-foot which is usually seen in the doorway of Greek banks. At that time banks were very small in scale and generally they did the business of deposit and exchange of money in trade bases. 

  “I might have collected it with interest” “Interest” originally indicates offspring. Here it is transformed to describe the offspring of money, i.e. interest on money loaned (as a produce). 


Spiritual Meaning: “my money” symbolizes rights of the spiritual life. “The bank” symbolizes the church. “Interest” symbolizes the bearing of the fruit of the spiritual life. 

  “Put money in the bank so as to collect it with interest” meant that at least we could let other saints in the church share and use the spiritual blessings that the Lord has given us, for example: when the assembly preaches the glad tidings, though we are unable to bear witness or give the message, at least we could bring friends to listen to the glad tidings, pray for the meeting of gospel and etc and in this way we could help others to bear the fruit of gospel. 

Luke. 19:24 “‘And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.'”


YLT: “`And to those standing by he said, Take from him the pound, and give to him having the ten pounds”

Spiritual Meaning: “Take the mina from him” It does not mean that the failing believers would lose the privilege of eternal life but that he will be punished by the Lord in the kingdom and lose the blessing temporarily.  

Luke. 19:25 “(But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.')”


YLT: “(and they said to him, Sir, he hath ten pounds)”
Luke. 19:26 “‘For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.”



YLT: “for I say to you, that to every one having shall be given, and from him not having, also what he hath shall be taken from him,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This principle could also be applied to services today: the more you have, the more the Lord will give you. Whenever you stop improving, what you have in the past will be taken away. 

2) The more one loves others, the more love will be given to him and vice versa. 

3) “To everyone who has will be given”. This sentence shows the principle of abundance: if we do not detain the abundant Christ and are willing to supply others, as a result of that we will be more abundant. 

4) He who strives for the spiritual benefit of his own and others shall have more. He who neglects the Lord’s will and is barren and unfruitful will lose what he has. 

5) No one could sit idle and enjoy the fruits of others’ labor in the kingdom of God. No one could reap the reward of the God without sowing. 

6) When the Lord comes, He not only judges and punishes men passively but also deals kindly with men and blesses them positively. 

Luke. 19:27 “But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.’”


YLT: “but those my enemies, who did not wish me to reign over them, bring hither and slay before me.’”

Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows that the unbelieving Jews who rejected the Lord will be punished by the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who reject the reign of Christ and do not let Christ have the first place in all things (“did not want me to reign over them”) will perish finally (“slay them”).

2) He who does not magnify the Lord has lost his value and meaning of living in the sight of the Lord. 

Luke. 19:28 “When He had said this, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.”


YLT: “And having said these things, he went on before, going up to Jerusalem.”

Literal Meaning: The Lord Jesus had finished His ministry of preaching on the earth till that time. After this, He went to Jerusalem to be killed in order to accomplish the great work of redemption that God has commanded. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) That day the Lord Jesus went on ahead and led the disciples. Today the Lord Jesus also walks ahead and leads us. The Lord will make room for us no matter the future of us is sweat or bitter and therefore we should be at ease and walk forth.  

2) This verse shows that: a) The spirit of Christ is to meet the cross actively without any fear or scruple. b) Christ entered death first and then excluded the power of death. He opened a road of living for us in death and led us into the abundant position of resurrection, just as what the story that the Ark of the Covenant passed over the Jordan typifies (See Josh. 3:14-17).

Luke. 19:29 “And it came to pass, when He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples,”


YLT: “And it came to pass, as he came nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, unto the mount called of the Olives, he sent two of his disciples,”

Meaning of Words: “Bethphage”: house of green (immature) figs; “Bethany”: house of figs, house of tribulation. 


Literal Meaning: “when He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet” “The Mount of Olives” sat on the east of Jerusalem. “Bethphage” was a village close to Bethany on the south of the Mount of Olive (See Matt. 21:17).


Spiritual Meaning: “Bethphage” means “the house of green figs” in the original. Figs symbolize the kingdom of Israel and the people of Israel (See Jer. 24:5). God hopes to gain a group of people on the earth to satisfy Him as figs. 

  Jerusalem was the capital of God’s elect. Normally, the Messiah should receive welcome and be respected by all the people in Jerusalem when He was coming to Jerusalem. However, according to the record in this chapter, when the Lord came to Jerusalem, though there was a group of the multitudes giving welcome and exalting the Messiah, their welcome was very superficial. What was worse, He was even rejected by the leaders of Judaism (See v.47). These conditions were just like what the original meaning of “Bethphage” represented. The figs were still green------the Jews had not been ready for receiving the Messiah.

Luke. 19:30 “saying, ‘Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here.”


YLT: “having said, Go away to the village over-against, in which, entering into, ye shall find a colt bound, on which no one of men did ever sit, having loosed it, bring [it];”

The Background: “donkey” is a docile animal. Before the general use of horses among the Jews in the old times, donkeys were used as the mount for the king (See Judg. 10:4, 12:14, 2Sam. 16:2). Since donkeys were not as powerful as horses, the Bible compared donkeys with horses to show the lowliness and meekness of the one who rode upon the colt (See Zech. 9:9-10).
  “On which no one has ever sat.” The consecrated animal should never be used by men (See Num. 19:2; Deut 21:3; 1Sam. 6:7).


Literal Meaning: “Go into the village opposite you” It was recorded in the Book of Matthew that the Lord sent the disciples in Bethphage to the village opposite (See Matt.21:1-2), so the village opposite might refer to Bethany. The Lord Jesus and the disciples went out to Bethany that night (See Mark. 11:11), and the colt might be given back to the owner by the way.

  “You will find a colt tied.” “Colt” refers to the young and immature donkey. 


Spiritual Meaning: here the colt has the following meanings: 
a. “Colt” represents man in the world. 

b. They were “tied” there, typifying that men in the world, without freedom, are tied by livelihood, family and work. 

  c. The place where they are tied is “the village opposite”, typifying that it is “in the world”. 

d. The Lord asked the disciples to “loosen” them, typifying that the Lord sent His servants (believers) to deliver us from the world and sins.  

e. They “were brought to the Lord”, typifying that our being saved is that we are brought to the Lord. 

f. The aim that the Lord saves us is that “the Lord has need of it” (See v.31), typifying that the Lord hopes that after we have been saved, we would dedicate ourselves to Him for His need.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is authority in the words of the Lord. Only those who have obtained the words of the Lord will be “loosened” and be delivered.

2) The Lord could ride a colt “on which no one has sat”, and He could also deal with a man who has never obeyed Him. No matter how hardened we are before the Lord, He can always do with us.

3) The fruit devoted to the Lord is the first-fruit. The bull offered to God should never come yoke, and the colt given to the Lord should also be the one “on which no one has sat”. We should devote the best to the Lord for His need.

4) The one who has been delivered has to be brought to the Lord (“bring it to me”) and then the Lord can use him. 

Luke. 19:31 “And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?' thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’”


YLT: “and if any one doth question you, Wherefore do ye loose [it]? thus ye shall say to him The Lord hath need of it.’”

Spiritual Meaning: we believers were under the master of the world and were bound by things of the world and sins. However, one day, when the mighty words of the Lord came upon us, we were immediately delivered from the power of darkness and dedicated ourselves to the Lord for His need. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since our physical body, intelligence and belongings are of the Lord, when the Lord has the need of them, we shall devote them to Him joyfully.

2) That the Lord’s disciples accomplished the work was only on account of the Lord’s words------“the Lord has need of it”. This work was apparently done by the disciples, but actually the Lord’s word had taken the responsibility of them. Likewise, when we serve the Lord today, no matter preaching the gospels or visiting the saints, it seems that we believers are doing the work. However, the work will truly be effective only if the Lord’s word takes the responsibility. 

Luke. 19:32 “So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said to them.”


YLT: “And those sent, having gone away, found according as he said to them,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should trust and obey His words without any doubt. 

2) No matter what the Lord commands, as long as we obey it, it shall be as it was told. 

Luke. 19:33 “But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, ‘Why are you loosing the colt?’”


YLT: “and while they are loosing the colt, its owners said unto them, `Why loose ye the colt?’”
Luke. 19:34 “And they said, ‘The Lord has need of him.’”


YLT: “and they said, `The Lord hath need of it;’”

Literal Meaning: once the owners of the colt heard that, “the Lord has need of it”, they let them to drag the colt, showing that they feared the Lord. 

Luke. 19:35 “Then they brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him.”


YLT: “and they brought it unto Jesus, and having cast their garments upon the colt, they did set Jesus upon it.”

Literal Meaning: “And they threw their own clothes on the colt” Here they used clothes as saddles.

Spiritual Meaning: “clothes” symbolized our external beauty and conduct. The Lord sat on the cloths, showing that: 1) He was highly exalted and glorified; 2) men would personally experience His kingship through obedience; 3) we should walk with the purpose of manifesting His glory. 

Luke. 19:36 “And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road.”


YLT: “And as he is going, they were spreading their garments in the way,”

Meaning of Words: “spread”: strew underneath. 


Literal Meaning: “many spread their clothes on the road” “Many”, since the Passover was coming, many people from various regions came to Jerusalem for the feast. “Spread their clothes on the road”, it was an act to show allegiance and respect to the king (See 2Kings. 9:13).


Spiritual Meaning: the Lord sat on the colt and men spread clothes on the road. There were meanings as follows: 

  1. Men (clothes) and animals (colt) are the representation of all things, showing that the Lord might have the first place in all things (Col. 1:18) and all things are under His feet (Eph. 1:22). 

  2. Clothes represent men’s outward behaviors of righteousness (Rev. 19:8). “Spreading…on the road”, it refers to the separation from earthly things. The whole sentence shows that believers, in life and behavior, shall manifest the difference between what is of earth and what is of the Lord. 

  3. Believers shall magnify Christ by their beings and works, thus the world will know Christ’s being and works.


Enlightenment in the Word: the faithful servant the Lord Jesus obeyed unto death, so He faced Jerusalem------where He gave His life and went ahead without any fear, so God proved Him gloriously by the welcome of all things. Likewise, all those who do not flee from the cross and obey unto death will enjoy the welcome of all things with Christ that day (See Rom. 8:18-19). 

Luke. 19:37 “Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen,”


YLT: “and as he is coming nigh now, at the descent of the mount of the Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began rejoicing to praise God with a great voice for all the mighty works they had seen,”
Luke. 19:38 “saying: ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!' Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’”


YLT: “saying, ‘blessed [is] he who is coming, a king in the name of the Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.’”

Literal Meaning: “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!” The hymn is quoted from the Psalms, however, the word “King” was added by Luke. It was originally the blessing to the pilgrims (See Ps. 118:26). Here the disciples mentioned it to praise the Messiah, i.e. their Lord Jesus. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord sat on the colt and the multitudes spread clothes on the road (v.35), the multitudes praised Him. In like manner, when we fully obey the Lord, the Lord will be highly exalted above all and become the center of praise. 

2) When the glorious Lord appears to us, we can’t refrain from rejoicing and singing praise.

Luke. 19:39 “And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’”


YLT: “And certain of the Pharisees from the multitude said unto him, `Teacher, rebuke thy disciples;’”

Literal Meaning: “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples” means “please command them to keep silent”.

Luke. 19:40 “But He answered and said to them, ‘I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.’”


YLT: “and he answering said to them, `I say to you, that, if these shall be silent, the stones will cry out!’”

Literal Meaning: “if these should keep silent” “Keep silent” means “do not speak” and “speak” in the original means “speak responsibly and necessarily and testify”. According to the Law of the Old Testament, if the one who should bear witness keeps silent, he bears his iniquity and is deceitful and dishonest (See Lev. 5:1). 

  “The stones would immediately cry out” means “the stone would replace them to bear witness.” The Jewish religious leaders in Jerusalem disregarded the salvation of the Lord Jesus, persecuted His disciples and did not allow them to bear witness of the Lord and therefore the Lord made the Roman soldiers besiege the city of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and even pulled down the stones (See v.43-44). Therefore “the stones would call them and bear witness” testifies their sin of obstinacy. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ is the king of the universe and the beginning of the creature. Therefore He deserves the praise of human beings and the crying out of the stones. 

2) If the disciples------who should praise God------do not praise Him, God will raise the supernatural reaction in unexpected way------“the stones would cry out”. 

3) Believers are the Lord’s witnesses. However, if we keep silent and are unwilling to bear witness of the Lord, the Lord will arise his witnesses from another place (See Esth. 4:14) because truth cannot be covered and light must be manifested. 

Luke. 19:41 “Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it,”


YLT: “And when he came nigh, having seen the city, he wept over it,”

Meaning of Words: “wept over”: weep bitterly, sob. 

Luke. 19:42 “saying, ‘If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.”


YLT: “saying `If thou didst know, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things for thy peace; but now they were hid from thine eyes.”

Literal Meaning: “the things that make for your peace!” It implies that unpeaceful things will soon take place in Jerusalem (See v.43-44). Its true peace will come until the Lord comes and the time when the kingdom of Israel restores (See Acts. 1:6). 

Luke. 19:43 “For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side,”


YLT: “`Because days shall come upon thee, and thine enemies shall cast around thee a rampart, and compass thee round, and press thee on every side,”

Literal Meaning: “days will come” It indicates the thing that would be fulfilled in A.D. 70.

  “Your enemies will build an embankment around you.” “Enemies” indicates the Roman army. 

  “Surround you and close you in on every side.” It indicates the event that the Roman prince led soldiers to surround the city of Jerusalem. 

Luke. 19:44 “and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.’”


YLT: “and lay thee low, and thy children within thee, and they shall not leave in thee a stone upon a stone, because thou didst not know the time of thy inspection.’”

Literal Meaning: “they will not leave in you one stone upon another” This sentence was fully fulfilled in A.D.70 literally. At that time, the Romans, under the lead of Titus, completely destructed Jerusalem and the buildings of the temple and they even unclenched the stones to obtain the gold foil which had been melted into the stones from the roof of the temple when it was burnt up. Someone said that some stones had not been moved at that time. Till the dynasty of the Empire Julian, he moved the stones that had been left because he wanted to rebuild the temple (this makes the Lord’s prophesy be completely fulfilled), however, his plan to rebuild the temple gave up halfway. 

  “Because you did not know the time of your visitation” It indicates that the Lord Jesus was born on the earth and brought the Jews the acceptable year of God and the visitation in grace (See 2:10-14; 4:18-22).


Spiritual Meaning: “stone” typifies God’s elect and it also typifies believers (See 1Pet. 2:5).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The church that has thriving appearance and does not have the presence of the Lord will fall apart sooner or later and members of the church could not get along with each other (“not leave in you one stone upon another”) because the Lord allows this kind of church to be “destructed” by men’s hands. 

2) Natural men (stones) cannot accompany with each other and be built together and therefore if our natural lives have not been destructed, we cannot let the Lord have position in us and there won’t be the true building. 
3) God gives men the chance to repent and be saved, however, if one has lost the chance, he will be severely punished by God. 

Luke. 19:45 “Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it,”


YLT: “And having entered into the temple, he began to cast forth those selling in it, and those buying,”

The Background: at that time, businessmen were allowed by the priests in the Holy Temple to do business in the outer court of the Gentiles and sell oxen, sheep and doves which would be used in the offering and sacrifices. It seemed apparently right about these commercial conducts, but they actually carried critical crises as below: (a) the buying and selling in the areas of the Holy Temple would defile the divine places. (b) The right of worshipping God of the Gentiles would be deprived of when the business occupied the outer court of the Gentiles. (c) The priests colluded with the businessmen------the priests supplied much convenience to the businessmen (e.g. the priests had only loose and careless check of the sacrifices, and even the sacrifices with blemish were regarded as qualified ones), and the business profited in high price------and then, the priests and the businessmen divided the extortionate profits. 


Literal Meaning: “and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it.” “In it”: the yard of the Holy Temple that is open to the Gentiles.


Spiritual Meaning: God’s temple was the place where God inhabits (Eph. 2:21-22), but there was a group of people who bought and sold in the temple and held gain to be piety (1Tim. 6:5). That the Lord Jesus cleansed the Holy Temple shows that God cannot have rest in this kind of temple.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we are willing to let the Lord reign in our hearts, all the dirtiness, adulteration and sins in our hearts will be cleansed by Him.  

2) The Lord displeases with any condition that we make money through the spiritual thing. 

Luke. 19:46 “saying to them, ‘It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,' but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’”


YLT: “saying to them, ‘It hath been written, My house is a house of prayer but ye made it a den of robbers.’”

Meaning of Words: “den of thieves”: the lair of robbers. 


Literal Meaning: this verse puts the verses in the Book of Isaiah (56:7) and that in the Book of Jeremiah (7:11) together. 

  This was the second time for the Lord to cleanse the Holy Temple. When the Lord started to work, He had once cleansed the temple (See John. 2:13-17). Here when the Lord had almost finished His work, he did it again. The first time, He called the temple as “My Father’s house” (John. 2:16) because He cleansed the temple on the status of the Son of God. Here He called the temple “My house” because He is the Son of David------He cleansed the temple on the status of the Messiah.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God saves us to be His “temple” (See Heb. 3:6, “the house of God” is “the temple of God” in the original) and His dwelling place. 

2) “A house of prayer” is the place where men have fellowship with and work with God and glorify God. “A den of thieves” is the place where men usurp the benefits of God and make it heavily polluted that God has no rest there. 

3) The church and the spirit in us should be “the house of prayer”. But if Christ is not allowed to dwell there (see Eph. 3:17), they may become “dens of thieves”. 

4) Since we believers have become the spiritual temple of the Lord, we should not let the worldly possessions fill in us, lest we become the den of thieves. We should often pray to the Lord and have fellowship with the Lord.

5) The church is the house of God and it is also “the house of prayer” towards God. Individual prayer is very important. However, for many times, the prayer of the church is much more powerful than individual prayer. Therefore we should always pray with other believers. 

Luke. 19:47 “And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him,”


YLT: “And he was teaching daily in the temple, but the chief priests and the scribes were seeking to destroy him also the chiefs of the people”

Literal Meaning: “the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people” “the leaders of the people” refers to the elders of the people. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people are the main members of the council. 

  “Sought to destroy Him” The reasons for the Jewish leaders who wanted to destroy Jesus might be that: (a) the Lord rebuked them that they had changed the Holy Temple to the den of thieves (v.46). (b) The Lord said He was equal to the Father (John 10:33). (c) He had violated the Sabbath (6:6-11). (d) He had made Lazarus be raised (John 11:47, 53).


Spiritual Meaning: “the priests and scribes” represent religious leaders.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Holy Temple at that time had become the den of thieves, but the Jewish leaders did not care for it. When the Lord Jesus came to cleanse it, they even tried to destroy Him. The religionists only sought godly appearance in order to hold gain. They rejected the spiritual reality lest their sins should be exposed. 

2) The nominal leaders of Christianity remain some religious customs but reject truth and attempt to destroy the truth.

3) Though the leaders of Judaism sought to destroy the Lord, He was still teaching daily in the temple. Though the church of God suffers persecution, they still preach the word of God. 

Luke. 19:48 “and were unable to do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.”


YLT: “and they were not finding what they shall do, for all the people were hanging on him, hearing him.”
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Zacchaeus Was Saved 

1. He was in the city of Jericho (v.1)------he lived under the sinful and cursed circumstance. 

2. He was a chief tax collector (v.2a)------his sins were extremely serious. 

3. He was rich (v.2b)------he was occupied by money. 

4. He sought to see who Jesus was (v.3a)------he heard the gospel and was attracted by the Lord Jesus. 

5. Because of the crowd (v.3b)------he was hided from view by the circumstance of men (e.g. men’s words).

6. He was of short stature (v.3c)------he himself lacked capacity and experience. 

7. He ran ahead (v.4a)------he spent more effort on pursuit with hearts than others. 

8. Climbed up into a sycamore tree (v.4b)------he overcame the natural and earthly shortcomings. 

9. For Jesus was going to pass that way (v.4c)------he knew the acts and the will of the Lord Jesus.  

10. Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus (v.5)------actually the Lord knew him. 

11. Received Him joyfully (v.6)------he believed and received the Lord with sincere heart. 

12. The Lord has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner (v.7)------the Savior also dwelt in his heart. 

13. Zacchaeus stood (v.8a)------he stood because of the power of salvation. 

14. I give half of my goods to the poor (v.8b)------he was delivered from the occupation of money. 

15. If I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold (v.8c)------he dealt with the past sins. 

16. Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house” (v.9a)------he experienced the salvation. 

17. Because he also is a son of Abraham (v.9b)------because God remembered His promised covenant with Abraham. 

18. The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost (v.10)------because the Lord found and saved men. 

The Parable of Delivering the Minas to Ten Servants

I. The servants who got the minas typify Christians: 

  A. All of them were the servants of the Lord (v.13a)------servants means “slaves” who are bought by the precious blood by the Lord and belong to Him (See 1Cor. 7:22-23).

  B. The Lord delivered to them His minas (v.13b)------minas typify the spiritual blessings and rights that they gain on account of the salvation. 

  C. The Lord asked them to do business (v.13c)------they should use and mange what they have received from the Lord 

II. His citizens who hated Him typify the unbelieving Jews: 

  A. They would not have Him to reign over them (v.14)------they rejected Him. 

  B. They would be slain (v.27)------their end was perdition. 

III. The servants who earned ten minas and five minas typify the overcoming Christians: 

  A. When he returned, having received the kingdom, he might know how much every servant had gained by trading (v.15)-------when the Lord comes back, judgment must begin at the house of God (1Pet. 4:17).

  B. They all did business by the minas (v.16, 18)------they used the spiritual blessings and rights diligently. 

  C. They earned minas (v.16, 18)------the spiritual fruit was borne. 

  D. They were all praised by the Lord (v.17, 19)------they all gained the reward of the kingdom from the Lord. 

  E. The only difference is that the reward that they gained is determined by the quantity of minas that they earned (v. 16-19)------the authority in the kingdom in future is determined by the spiritual capacity of each. 

IV. The servant who had kept the minas put away in a handkerchief typifies the failing Christians:

  A. He did not use the mina to do business and had kept it put away in a handkerchief (v. 20)------he covered up the spiritual blessings and rights that the Lord had given him. 

  B. He feared the Lord (v.21a)------he feared that he might lose the minas and would be punished by the Lord. 

  C. He misunderstood the Lord as an austere man (v.21b)------he did not have the correct knowledge of the Lord. 

  D. He was blamed by the Lord as the wicked servant (v.22a)------the servants who had the wrong intension and were lazy were wicked servants. 

  E. Out of his own mouth the Lord judges him (v.22b)------when being judged, any reason and excuse won’t be acceptable to the Lord. 

  F. The Lord blamed him that why he did not put the money in the bank for interest (v.23)------the Lord asked believers to perform the little function in the church. 

  G. The mina that he has was taken away from him and it was given to others (v.24-25)------in the time of the kingdom, he will be punished by the Lord. 

V. The principle of the reward of the kingdom: 

  A. To everyone who has will be given (v.26a)------the Lord will reward those who are faithful in what He has entrusted. 

  B. From him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. (v.26b)------the Lord will punish those who are unfaithful in what He has entrusted and make them suffer loss. 

  C. Those who did not want the Lord to reign over them (v.27)------those who reject the Lord shall all perish. 

The Appearance of the Kingdom of God

I. Jesus sat on the colt and went into Jerusalem (v.28-36)------the king of the kingdom of God came in lowliness. 

II. The disciples rejoiced and praised (v.37-38)------those who knew the king rejoiced and praised. 

III. The Pharisees envied and hated Him because of it (v.39)------those who did not know the king thought that they should not do so. 

IV. If men keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out (v.40)------the king is worthy of the praise of all. 

V. The Lord wept over Jerusalem (v.41-44)------because her children did not know the time of her visitation.  

VI. The Lord cleansed the Holy Temple (v.45-46)------because men had changed the house of the king into the den of thieves. 

VII. The Lord was teaching in the temple and it caused two kinds of different reactions (v.47-48)------some sought to destroy the king and some were attentive to hear the king. 

Luke Chapter Twenty
I. Content of the Chapter

The Wisdom of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. He asked in reply where the baptism of John was from to remove the question of the religious leaders (v.1-8).

II. He told them a parable of the wicked vinedressers in order to blame religious leaders (v.9-19). 

III. He answered the problem of paying taxes cleverly (v.20-26).

IV. He explained the problem of the resurrection (v.27-40).

V. He asked men why they said that Christ is the Son of David (v.41-44).

VI. He warned the disciples to beware of the scribes (v.45-47).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 20:1 “Now it happened on one of those days, as He taught the people in the temple and preached the gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes, together with the elders, confronted Him”


YLT: “And it came to pass, on one of those days, as he is teaching the people in the temple, and proclaiming good news, the chief priests and the scribes, with the elders, came upon [him],”

Literal Meaning: “one of those days” indicates the following day after the Lord Jesus cleansed the Holy Temple. According to calculation of the general Bible scholars, the Lord Jesus went into Jerusalem on Sunday, cleansed the Holy Temple on Monday and debated with the chief priests, the scribes and others on Tuesday (See Mark. 11:19-20, 27-33).

  “The chief priests and the scribes, together with the elders, confronted Him” The chief priests, the scribes and the elders constitute the three kinds of members of Judaic council. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the chief priests and the scribes, together with the elders” They symbolize the authority of the earth, men, letters and traditions. 

Luke. 20:2 “and spoke to Him, saying, ‘Tell us, by what authority are You doing these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?’”


YLT: “and spake unto him, saying, `Tell us by what authority thou dost these things? or who is he that gave to thee this authority?’”

Literal Meaning: “by what authority are You doing these things?” “These things” refer to the acts after the Lord Jesus sat on the colt and went into Jerusalem, especially that He cleansed the Holy Temple (See 19:37-47).

  They questioned the Lord that by what authority He cleansed the Holy Temple, showing that they did not know the Lord or respect Him and contrarily withstood Him.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Religious believers pay attention to authority and one could do something unless they have given him the authority. 

2) Those who truly have the authority do not need to stress the authority, however, their words and deeds naturally have the authority. 

Luke. 20:3 “But He answered and said to them, ‘I also will ask you one thing, and answer Me:”


YLT: “And he answering said unto them, `I will question you I also one thing, and tell me:”

Literal Meaning: to those who had hardened their hearts and did not want to know the Lord intentionally, the Lord did not answer their question directly and contrarily asked them a question in reply to put them to silence. 
Enlightenment in the Word: when men ask what they should not ask, believers should imitate the Lord and ask in reply so as to help us out of a predicament.
Luke. 20:4 “The baptism of John--was it from heaven or from men?’”


YLT: “the baptism of John, from heaven was it, or from men?’”

Literal Meaning: “From heaven”: from God; the Jews usually refer to heaven as God. 

  The Lord meant that where the authority of John the Baptism came from was also the place that His authority was from. If those who opposed Him could answer where the authority of John the Baptist was from, they would naturally know where His authority was from. Jesus asked it in return because if they confessed that John the Baptist was sent by God, they had to receive his testimony for Jesus (See 3:16-17). Therefore they would surely know that the authority of Jesus is from God. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the baptism of John” is to bury those who have repented (See 3:7-8), i.e. to put the old man into death. The Lord Jesus asked this question with the aim of making them confess that it is of God. He also implied that the true authority of God was from resurrection, otherwise, it is only authority of men.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true spiritual authority rests with God Himself------“from heaven”, not with men’s tradition or arrangement------“from men”.

2) Today in Christianity, many preachers pay great attention to titles, the theological academic degrees and ones by whom one has been ordained. Considering the principle, these are “from men”.

3) The most important condition in teaching the word of God is to be filled with the Holy Spirit------“from heaven”. 

Luke. 20:5 “And they reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘If we say, ‘From heaven,' He will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?'”


YLT: “And they reasoned with themselves, saying `If we may say, From heaven, he will say, Wherefore, then, did ye not believe him?”

Literal Meaning: if they answered that the baptism of John was from the heaven, they had just condemned themselves, for they did not believe Him.

Luke. 20:6 “But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a prophet.’”


YLT: “and if we may say, From men, all the people will stone us, for they are having been persuaded John to be a prophet.’”

The Background: “all the people will stone us” According to the Law of Moses, he whoever commits great sin (e.g. adultery, blasphemy and etc.) should be stoned to death by men (See John. 8:5; 10:33). The false prophets would specially be stoned to death (See Deut. 13:1-13). 


Literal Meaning: they could not directly say that the baptism of John was from men, for it would offend the people.
Enlightenment in the Word: “not believing” (v.5) and “fearing the people” were the two characteristics of religionists. 

Luke. 20:7 “So they answered that they did not know where it was from.”


YLT: “And they answered, that they knew not whence [it was],”
Luke. 20:8 “And Jesus said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.’”


YLT: “and Jesus said to them, ‘Neither do I say to you by what authority I do these things.’”

Literal Meaning: the Lord did not say that “I do not know” but “neither will I tell you”. The chief priests and the elders of the people were fully aware of the answer, but pleaded that “they did not know” (See v.7). It was lying. The Lord knew it and He “did not tell them”. It was true.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God is pleased to reveal (Gal. 1:15). However, if men’s states are so bad that He cannot reveal to them------“neither will I tell you”. It is woeful. 

2) If our hearts are not upright and we are dishonest towards the Lord, we should never dream to receive words from Him.

3) Today men may answer the Lord’s questions perfunctorily. However, all of us shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ and each of us shall give account of himself to God (Rom. 14:10-12). 

Luke. 20:9 “Then He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A certain man planted a vineyard, leased it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time.”


YLT: “And he began to speak unto the people this simile: `A certain man planted a vineyard, and gave it out to husbandmen, and went abroad for a long time,”

Spiritual Meaning: “a certain man” refers to God; “vineyard” refers to the kingdom of Israel (Is. 5:7); “leased” unveils that the lordship of the vineyard still belongs to God; “vinedressers” refer to the chief priests and the Scribes (See v.19); “went into a far country”, it reveals the generosity of God------He gives men certain freedom to operate and manage His possessions.


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The vineyard was “leased” to vinedressers and its lordship still belonged to the landowner. The Lord lets His servants govern His church and the lordship of the church is still in the Lord’s hands. 

2) Service is our duty. However, we should not trespass the Lord’s lordship in service but obey the Lord’s guidance in everything.

3) Not only the church is of God but also all that we have are of God and they have been leased to us by Him. If we make them our own and are unwilling to dedicate them to God, actually we usurp God’s dominion.

Luke. 20:10 “Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-handed.”


YLT: “and at the season he sent unto the husbandmen a servant, that from the fruit of the vineyard they may give to him, but the husbandmen having beat him, did send [him] away empty.”

Spiritual Meaning: “he sent a servant” refers to the prophet in the times of the Old Testament. 

  “Some of the fruit of the vineyard” It shows that we should give account to God about our service. “Now at vintage-time”, it shows that we should give account to God on time. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God has entrusted (leased) His spiritual inheritance to us and asks us to bring forth fruit in season. And we should dedicate the fruit to God and not keep them for ourselves. 

2) What God hopes in us is that we can bear fruit------to manifest Christ by our life.

Luke. 20:11 “Again he sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed.”


YLT: “`And he added to send another servant, and they that one also having beaten and dishonoured, did send away empty;”

Luke. 20:12 “And again he sent a third; and they wounded him also and cast him out.”


YLT: “and he added to send a third, and this one also, having wounded, they did cast out.”

Spiritual Meaning: “cast him out” It symbolizes casting out from their hearts and ignorance. 

God sent His prophets (servants) from ages and from generations to the children of Israel to speak for God and guide them to glorify God. However, the prophets had been persecuted and killed by them. 

Luke. 20:13 “‘Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.'”


YLT: “`And the owner of the vineyard said, What shall I do? I will send my son the beloved, perhaps having seen this one, they will do reverence;”

Meaning of Words: “respect”: turn to, hear, honor;

Literal Meaning: “probably they will respect him” “Probably” expresses the reasonable hope. 

Spiritual Meaning: it meant that God sent His only begotten son Jesus Christ to come to the Jews.
Luke. 20:14 “But when the vinedressers saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.'”


YLT: “and having seen him, the husbandmen reasoned among themselves, saying, This is the heir; come, we may kill him, that the inheritance may become ours;”

The Background: “that the inheritance may be ours” According to the Judaic laws, if there was no heir to identify a certain land, the land would be claimed to be “a land without owners” and it could be owned by anyone.


Spiritual Meaning: these leaders of Judaism (“vinedressers”) saw Jesus Christ and they sought to destroy Him (See 19:47). They thought that if they had killed Jesus, there would be no one who would challenge their rights of the leaders and teachers of the children of Israel (“that the inheritance may be ours”).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The deepest hidden purpose of the enemy’s persecutions to the servants sent by God (See v.10-12) is to destroy the beloved son of God and usurp His position that He inherits all. 

2) After the wicked vinedressers had rejected the first servant that the owner of the vineyard had sent, they went from bad to worse and even killed the son of the owner of the vineyard (See v.10-14). If we are unwilling to receive the first enlightenment of God, we will be more in darkness. If we disobey the first anointment and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will become more disobedient and finally reject the Lord (kill the beloved son of God). 

Luke. 20:15 “So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them?”


YLT: “and having cast him outside of the vineyard, they killed [him]; what, then, shall the owner of the vineyard do to them?”

Spiritual Meaning: “they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him”, “out of the vineyard”, it typifies the outside of the city of Jerusalem. Jesus was crucified outside of the city of Jerusalem (See John. 19:17, Heb. 13:12).

  Enlightenment in the Word: the most important thing in the church is our attitude towards Christ------do we respect Him (v.13) or cast Him out and not seek Him? 

Luke. 20:16 “He will come and destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to others.’ And when they heard it they said, ‘Certainly not!’”


YLT: “He will come, and destroy these husbandmen, and will give the vineyard to others.’ And having heard, they said, ‘Let it not be!’”

Literal Meaning: “Certainly not!” means “hope that it would not happen!” It shows that those who heard the parable certainly understand the meaning of the parable. 


Spiritual Meaning: “He will come and destroy those vinedressers”, God punished the obstinate and disobedient Judaic leaders and people. It was partially fulfilled in A.D. 70, the Raman prince Titus led soldiers to ruin the city of Jerusalem. And it will be fulfilled in the Great Tribulation in future (Rev. 11:2).

  “And give the vineyard to others.”------These other vinedressers should not be another race but all that have been granted grace and saved, i.e. “the Israel of God (Gal. 6:16)------the church. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He whoever usurps God’s dominion, persecutes God’s servants and dishonors the Lord will be laid aside (“destroyed”) from the will of God and lose what God has entrusted (“give” to other vinedressers) to him. 

2) Nowadays God has entrusted His spiritual inheritance to believers, and we should never recommit the same error: a) seize the fruit of service and usurp God’s sovereignty; b) persecute and kill God’s servants; c) dishonor the son of God. 

Luke. 20:17 “Then He looked at them and said, ‘What then is this that is written: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone'?”


YLT: “and he, having looked upon them, said, ‘What, then, is this that hath been written: A stone that the builders rejected this became head of a corner?”

Literal Meaning: “Then He looked at them and said” The Lord Jesus fixed His eyes on them when speaking, showing that the verse that He wanted to quote was very serious and it was an important thing to them. 


Spiritual Meaning: “builders” referred to the chief priests, the scribes and the Pharisees and etc.; “the stone” referred to the Lord Jesus. The Lord was rejected by the leaders of Judaism and was crucified on the cross. But God made Him be raised and become “the chief cornerstone” (See Ps. 118:22, Acts. 4:11), which, in the building of the church (house), is the most fundamental and important cornerstone in whom all the building fitly framed together (Is. 28:16, Eph. 2:20-21, 1Pet. 2:4-7). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The church must be built on the basis of Christ (“the chief cornerstone”). All the buildings outside of Christ will finally be fallen into pieces. 

2) Any spiritual giant or knowledge cannot replace the position of Christ------the center of the building of the church.

Luke. 20:18 “Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.’”


YLT: “every one who hath fallen on that stone shall be broken, and on whom it may fall, it will crush him to pieces.’”

Meaning of words: “grind…to powder”: to winnow, to pulverize, to triturate.


Spiritual Meaning: “Whoever falls on that stone will be broken” Concerning the Jews who do not believe in the Lord, the Lord is the stumbling block (See Is. 8:14-15, Rom. 9:32-33, 1Cor. 1:23, 1Pet. 2:8).

  “But on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” When the Lord comes back, the Lord is the stone which breaks them to pieces to nations who do not believe in the Lord (See Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45). 

  Another meaning of this verse: the first sentence indicates believers. Their old creation is broken on the stone the Lord. They were born from above and become the new creation. The last one indicates unbelievers and they will be ruined by Him the stone in the Day of Judgment finally. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One’s attitude towards the Lord determines whether he is granted grace or disaster. He whoever receives the Lord will be built up by the Lord (See v.17) and he whoever rejects the Lord will be “ground to powder” by Him. 

2) The Lord is the lord of grace and at the same time the lord of judgment. If men do not receive His grace, they will be judged by Him in due season. 

Luke. 20:19 “And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, but they feared the people --for they knew He had spoken this parable against them.”


YLT: “And the chief priests and the scribes sought to lay hands on him in that hour, and they feared the people, for they knew that against them he spake this simile.”

Enlightenment in the Word: though religious believers were fully aware that the Lord’s words were specially said to them, they did not want to repent at all and on the contrary they sought to lay hands on Him. It shows that the understanding of mind and knowledge is totally different from the insight of the enlightenment of the Lord’s words in the inner hearts. Every time we read the Bible, we should read it with right attitude and then we can profit from the Lord’s words. 

Luke. 20:20 “So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, that they might seize on His words, in order to deliver Him to the power and the authority of the governor.”


YLT: “And, having watched [him], they sent forth liers in wait, feigning themselves to be righteous, that they might take hold of his word, to deliver him up to the rule and to the authority of the governor,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Pharisees cannot catch the Lord Jesus in deeds, so then they tried to find fault in His words. Believers should beware of both deeds and words (See Col. 4:5-6).

2) Today, the devil utilizes many people to find faults in Christians. We should, therefore, learn to be aware of words and be wise in words. 

Luke. 20:21 “Then they asked Him, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that You say and teach rightly, and You do not show personal favoritism, but teach the way of God in truth:”


YLT: “and they questioned him, saying, `Teacher, we have known that thou dost say and teach rightly, and dost not accept a person, but in truth the way of God dost teach;”

Meaning of Words: “personal favoritism”: face; “preach”: teach, instruct; “way”: approach. 


Literal Meaning: “teach the way of God” means teaching men to understand the will of God so as to walk on the way of God.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The flattering words of the Pharisees concerning the Lord Jesus indicated that the Lord’s testimony was so perfect that even the enemy could not but confess it. And it also showed that they knew the Lord in the moral aspect only and yet lacked spiritual insight. Such knowledge did not help them to receive the grace truly, so they came to tempt the Lord. We shall not ignore the external moral testimony, or rather remain in moral views, but seek the spiritual knowledge further. 

2) Believers should imitate the example of the Lord Jesus in behaviors and works. Believers should never make a trade of the word of God (2Cor. 2:17) and the word should not be “Yes and No” (2Cor. 1:18). At the same time, we should not make a difference among men (James. 2:4) or be puffed up one for another against another (1Cor. 4:6).

3) Our enemies are not only from the outside of the church but also from the inside; they are not only from outside of ourselves, but also from the within. 

4) Those who want to set a trap for you may say sweat words to you. Even Satan could hide itself in the beautiful snake and transform itself into an angel of light (See 2Cor. 11:3, 14). Therefore we should not be deceived by men’s apparent sweat words.

Luke. 20:22 “Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’”


YLT: “Is it lawful to us to give tribute to Caesar or not?’”

The Background: “tax” means capitation in the original and it was only applied to provinces which were directly administered by the Roman Empire. Every male above fourteen and every female above twelve must pay the capitation until they are sixty-five. Some Jews greatly opposed this kind of tax and they thought that paying the tax was equal to the confession of dominion of the Romans and therefore they just refused to pay taxes. 


Literal Meaning: “Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” this problem is very treacherous and it is the trap of Satan. One may be taken hold of whether he answers yes or no. If the Lord says yes, the Pharisees would accuse Him before the Jews that He is unfaithful to the kingdom of the Jews as a slave of the foreign power and betrayer of the Jews. If the Lord says no, the Herodians would accuse that He is rebellious to the Roman governor and He may be sentenced to death for this. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In daily life, believers may be in a dilemma between things of God and things of men or between being of spiritual and of the world. We could learn the principle to deal with this kind of problems from the response of the Lord Jesus. 

2) Believers should not be carless in dealing with people; the Lord teaches us to beware of men and be wise as serpents (See Matt. 10:16-17). 
Luke. 20:23 “But He perceived their craftiness, and said to them, ‘Why do you test Me?”


YLT: “And he, having perceived their craftiness, said unto them, `Why me do ye tempt?”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the Lord Jesus is “in truth” (v.21), He is not muddy. Among the multitudes believes should be harmless as doves on one hand and wise as serpents on the other (Matt. 10:16).

2) We should primarily have spiritual sight to see men’s hidden hearts and thoughts in the contact with others. This ability will be improved by the growth of spiritual life because the spiritual discerns all things (1Cor. 2:15). 

Luke. 20:24 “Show Me a denarius. Whose image and inscription does it have?’ They answered and said, ‘Caesar's.’”


YLT: “shew me a denary; of whom hath it an image and superscription?’ and they answering said, ‘Of Caesar:’”

The Background: “show Me a denarius” At that time, three kinds of currency systems were in common use in the land of Palestine. One was the denarion which was molded in Rome and one had to use this kind of currency to “pay taxes” (See v.17); the second was the drachma molded according to the Greek standard and it was the currency of provinces and was molded in Antioch and Tyre; the third was the local currency of the Jews and it was called shekel which may be molded in Caesarea. 

  “Whose image and inscription does it have?” The image of the Roman Emperor Caesar was carved on one side of the Roman coin in common use at that time. And on the other side the inscription of Caesar was written in Latin, that “Tiberius Caesar, august son of the divine Augustus, sacred and honorable”. 


Literal Meaning: please note that there was not “the tax money” in the Lord Jesus. The Pharisees brought the money with them, showing that they were under the authority of Caesar. But they were unwilling to pay taxes and therefore the Lord Jesus called them “the hypocrites” (See Matt. 22:18), and that was why they were condemned. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The one who has “a denarius” should pay taxes (Rom. 13:7).

2) “The image and inscription”, it stood for the authority of men. The Lord also admitted that God had given men some authority (See Rom. 13:1). 

3) Men’s authority given by God has its realm and boundary. He whoever is under this realm and boundary should fear, honor and obey the authority (See Rom. 13:1-7).

4) “Whose image and inscription does it have?” Coins have to go through the procedure of smelting and other procedures and finally be marked images. Our hearts also have to go through different stages and finally be marked the image of Jesus in the heavenly factory of coins. Dear believers, do you have “the marks of Jesus” in your body (Gal. 6:17)?
Luke. 20:25 “And He said to them, ‘Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.’”


YLT: “and he said to them, `Give back, therefore, the things of Caesar to Caesar, and the things of God to God;’”

Meaning of Words: “Caesar”: to slit, cut open along a line (today men call the operation of cutting the belly open for birth as Caesarian operation); “render”: pay back, repay, requite. 


Literal Meaning: “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's.” “Caesar” was the title of the Roman Emperor and it represented the whole Roman regime. The Lord Jesus here used the word “render” as “pay”, showing that paying taxes was not bribery but paying one’s debt----it was the duty of the people to pay taxes to the one who was in power. To God’s people who live in this world, paying taxes to the government is not contrary to being a citizen of the kingdom of God. 

  “And to God the things that are God’s” It seems that all the possessions of believers are gained by their own abilities, physical power and time, but actually they are given by God (See 1Tim. 6:17) and therefore we should dedicate ourselves to God with gratitude (See Mal. 3:8-10).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When believer walk on the earth, we have two kinds of identities: we are citizens of both the kingdom of God and the earthly kingdom. We have to be good citizens of the kingdom of God first and then we could be good citizens of the earthly kingdom. 

2) A good Christian could also be a good citizen. In normal conditions, it is not contradictory of the obligations to God and the country. We have responsibility for both of them. However, the most important is that we should take the responsibility to God first. 

3) “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”, some of the obligations of the people to the nation do not overpass our responsibilities for God.

4) Political and spiritual things should never be mentioned in the same breath. In political things, we should obey the authority (Rom. 13:1-7), and in spiritual things we should obey God and serve God wholeheartedly.

5) On one hand, believers are under the direct authority of God, and on the other, believers are under the indirect authority of men. When men’s authority exceeds the realm and trespasses the authority of God, believers ought to “obey God rather than men” (See Acts. 5:29).

6) We should learn to discern what is of God and what is of men, and spiritual things and worldly things. We should not garble them with each other.

7) “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's.” It shows that God will never accept anything that is not of Him. We should not use worldly things in spiritual things (such as using rock and other worldly ways to preach the glad tidings).

8) “Caesar” means cutting. Satan wants to cut off all that is of God and God is willing to cut off all that is of Satan.

9) “To God the things that are God’s.” It shows that God never allows anyone to trespass all that is of Him. Believers should be separated to God and not be gained by the king of the world.

Luke. 20:26 “But they could not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people. And they marveled at His answer and kept silent.”


YLT: “and they were not able to take hold on his saying before the people, and having wondered at his answer, they were silent.”

Literal Meaning: this implies that the Lord had overcome the difficulty. The enemy could do nothing for Him and had to keep silent. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers should not rely on themselves to deal with difficulties and we should look up to the Holy Spirit to give us what we shall speak (See Matt. 10:19-20). 

2) Once the Lord speaks, the opposed shall shrink back from difficulties. And therefore when facing hecklings, the best way is to call upon Him because whosoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved (See Rom. 10:13). 

Luke. 20:27 “Then some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Him and asked Him,”


YLT: “And certain of the Sadducees, who are denying that there is a rising again, having come near, questioned him,”

The Background: “the Sadducees” was a Jewish party at that time, most of whose member were rich men in upper class. The name stemmed from the chief priest Zadok in the times of Solomon (See 1King 4:4). They opposed the Pharisees who focused on zeal only but ignored moral deeds, so they placed great emphasis on morality, thus inclining to another extreme, i.e. stressing on deeds only but ignoring faith. They did not believe resurrection, holding that men perished completely after death and therefore there were neither ghosts nor angels. They received the Pentateuch merely, but neither regarded the prophets as important, nor received the traditions of the elders. They had high places in politics------the chief priest Annas and Caiaphas and etc. were all the Sadducees.

Enlightenment in the Word: “the Sadducees” were “rationalists” in Judaism. They are likened to the “Modernism Liberalism” in Christianity------they only stress on actuality and disregard the future and they only have hope in this life (See 1Cor. 15:19). 

Luke. 20:28 “saying: ‘Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man's brother dies, having a wife, and he dies without children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.”


YLT: “saying, `Teacher, Moses wrote to us, If any one’s brother may die, having a wife, and he may die childless that his brother may take the wife, and may raise up seed to his brother.”

Literal Meaning: this is a law in the Jewish social system in the dispensation of the Old Testament and it was the law concerning to raise up offspring for one’s brother (Deut. 25:5-6). Originally it was set up to protect widows and assure the continuation of the family pedigree. This is the well-known “Levirate Marriage”. The early ancestors of the Jews already had this established precedent (See Gen. 38:8). 


Enlightenment in the Word: “raise up offspring for his brother” The word spiritually means that believers should supply life to brothers who lack life so that they could have the continuance and offspring of life. 

Luke. 20:29 “Now there were seven brothers. And the first took a wife, and died without children.”

YLT: “`There were, then, seven brothers, and the first having taken a wife, died childless,”

Literal Meaning: it is the fictitious narrative. 
Luke. 20:30 “And the second took her as wife, and he died childless.”


YLT: “and the second took the wife, and he died childless,”
Luke. 20:31 “Then the third took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they left no children, and died.”


YLT: “and the third took her, and in like manner also the seven they left not children, and they died;”
Luke. 20:32 “Last of all the woman died also.”


YLT: “and last of all died also the woman:”
Luke. 20:33 “Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife does she become? For all seven had her as wife.’”


YLT: “in the rising again, then, of which of them doth she become wife? for the seven had her as wife.’”

Literal Meaning: they made up this story with the aim of making the resurrection seem to be ridiculous through this problem. They did not believe the resurrection and held that the so-called resurrection of others was only the resurrection of body and men would keep on the family life in this life. If the resurrection is so in deed, it may bring difficult problems to everybody.  


Enlightenment in the Word: just as the Sadducees imagine the state after resurrection by the view of this life, if we live in nature and walk by sight, not by faith (See 2Cor. 5:7), we won’t comprehend spiritual things and absolutely there will be many queer opinions and problems. 

Luke. 20:34 “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage.”


YLT: “And Jesus answering said to them, `The sons of this age do marry and are given in marriage,”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that marrying and being given in marriage only exist in this age and they won’t go on in heaven. 

Luke. 20:35 “But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage;”


YLT: “but those accounted worthy to obtain that age, and the rising again that is out of the dead, neither marry, nor are they given in marriage;”

Meaning of Words: “are counted worthy”: deem entirely deserving, regard worthy; “attain”: obtain, achieve, experience. 


Literal Meaning: “but those who are counted worthy to attain that age” “That age” refers to the kingdom of God. Only those who have witnessed a good confession of the kingdom of God could be counted worthy of the kingdom of God (See 2Thess. 1:4-5). 

  “And the resurrection from the dead” It indicates that the dead in Christ (See 1Thess. 4:16; 1Cor. 15:22) shall rise into the eternal life in future. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “This age” (v.34) and “that age” are two different ages. The things in “this age” won’t exist in “that age”. What believers pursue is not to gain “that age” but to be counted worthy “that age”. 

2) One does not obtain “that age” by accident. One has to strive to run all his life and finally achieves and apprehends it (See Pill. 3:13-14).

3) Those who live in the hope of Christ’s abundant manifestation of the eternal age------“are counted worthy that age”, and the reality of resurrection------“the resurrection from the dead”, will forsake the temporary satisfaction------“do not marry” and the earthly reliance------“do not be given in marriage”. 

Luke. 20:36 “nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”


YLT: “for neither are they able to die any more for they are like messengers and they are sons of God, being sons of the rising again.”

Literal Meaning: “for they are equal to the angels” The main point is that angels do not have flesh and blood and therefore there aren’t differences between male and female and certainly they do not get married to have heirs. The Lord Jesus mentioned “angels” and this also rebutted the wrongness of the Sadducees that they did not believe angels. 

  Now our bodies are earthly, corruptible, dishonorable, weak, of soul and of earth. However, the bodies after resurrection are heavenly, incorruptible, honorable, strong, of spirit and of heaven (See 1Cor. 15:35-50). The age wherein we live and that to come belong to different realms and therefore we should not infer the states that we will face in future according to works and deeds in the bodies today. 

  “And are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” Believers are “sons of God” when we are alive. However, it is not obvious apparently. That we are “sons of God” will be manifested until Christ comes to carry us and will we appear with Him in resurrection (See 1John. 3:2; Col. 3:4). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The life style after men’s resurrection will be greatly distinct from that in this age.

2) Believers should manifest the image of “sons of God” by life and we should not walk as “sons of this age” (v.34). Only those who manifest the life of the son of God won’t love “this age” (v.34) and will pursue “that age” whole-heartedly. 

Luke. 20:37 “But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.'”


YLT: “`And that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the Bush, since he doth call the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;”

Literal Meaning: “the burning bush” At that time the Old Testament of the Bible had not been marked with chapters and verses and therefore common people used it to call the scriptures in the front and rear of the third chapter of Exodus (See Exod. 3:2-4). 

  When the Lord Jesus argued about the resurrection of dead with the Sadducees, He quoted the words in Pentateuch (See Exod. 3:6) for the Law of Moses was still in authority to the Sadducees who did not believe the resurrection. Jesus means that:

a) Since God calls Himself the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and He Himself is not the God of the dead, though Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were dead, God will raise them, otherwise He may be the God of the dead. 

b) Though Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were all dead, when God mentioned them before Moses, He still testified that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, unveiling that He kept close relationship with them. We could see that the fleshly death did not end their life (See 16:19-31; 23:43; Phil. 1:23). In other words, they will surely rise again and be with God forever (See Matt. 8:11). 


Enlightenment in the Word: from the words of the Lord we could know that being familiar with and knowing the Scriptures are the key to open the mysteries of the coming age. 
Luke. 20:38 “For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.’”


YLT: “and He is not a God of dead men, but of living, for all live to Him.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “He is not the God of the dead”, showing that: a) all that make men die and unable to touch life have nothing to do with God. b) If believers live in dead conditions, we may bring disgrace to our God. 

2) “God is the God of living” shows that: a) He is the lord of life------he should not be held by death (Acts. 3:15). b) He is the source of “life”------we can live only by drawing near to Him and enjoying Him. 

3) Christ shall be magnified in believers’ bodies whether by life or by death (See Phil. 1:20). Thus though we have been dead in the flesh, our spirit will still live before God. 

Luke. 20:39 “Then some of the scribes answered and said, ‘Teacher, You have spoken well.’”


YLT: “And certain of the scribes answering said, `Teacher, thou didst say well;’”
Luke. 20:40 “But after that they dared not question Him anymore.”


YLT: “and no more durst they question him anything.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We may have many reasons beyond Christ. However, if we are truly brought to the Lord, all the reasons will become unnecessary. No one makes an exception and no word is meaningful. 

2) All problems of life will disappear in Christ. He is the answer of all problems. He is the one that “I am” (John. 8:58). He is whatever we need. 

Luke. 20:41 “And He said to them, ‘How can they say that the Christ is the Son of David?”


YLT: “And he said unto them, ‘How do they say the Christ to be son of David,”

Meaning of Words: “Christ”: the anointed one. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) People may generally notice various kinds of questions beyond Christ. However, the Lord is only concerned about our knowledge towards Him because it is the first question of all questions and the greatest matter of life.

2) The most important matter of the world is the knowledge of Christ. The reason why men doubt about many things is that they lack the knowledge of Christ. 

3) Men commonly pay attention to the problems of politics, religion and the letters of the law but neglect Christ. Politics, religion and the letters of the law without Christ are vanity of vanities. 

4) The Apostle Paul had known the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, for whom he had suffered the loss of all things, and counted them dung (See Pill. 3:8) therefore he knew nothing but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified (1Cor. 2:2).

Luke. 20:42 “Now David himself said in the Book of Psalms: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand,”


YLT: “and David himself saith in the Book of Psalms, The Lord said to my lord, Sit thou on my right hand,”

Literal Meaning: the Pharisees could only know that the coming “Messiah” (the name of Christ in Hebrew and it means the anointed one) was the Son of David according to the literal prophecy of the prophet. However, they neither knew nor sought the words written by David in the spirit (Ps. 110:1). 

  “The LORD said to my Lord” The first “LORD” is Jehovah God and the second “Lord” is the Messiah. The key of this quotation is “my Lord”. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Sit at My right hand.” “Sit” shows that the work has been finished. “Right hand” is the place of honor. The whole sentence means that the Lord Jesus has accomplished the will of God and has got the place of honor before God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: we could know Christ only by the revelation of God (See Eph. 3:5). 

Luke. 20:43 “Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’”

YLT: “till I shall make thine enemies thy footstool;”

Spiritual Meaning: “Your enemies Your footstool” is the sign of overcoming. This verse indicates that the Lord Jesus has conquered the enemies and He will actually enjoy the achievements of overcoming until the coming of God’s time. 

Luke. 20:44 “Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord'; how is He then his Son?’”


YLT: “David, then, doth call him lord, and how is he his son?’”

Spiritual Meaning: according to the flesh, Christ is “the Son of David”; according to the Spirit of holiness, Christ is also “the Lord of David” (See Rom. 1:3-4).

Christ is “the Son of David”, showing the aspect of the lowliness of His humanity. Christ is “the Lord of David”, showing the other aspect of the glory of His divinity.


Enlightenment in the Word: today do we have complete knowledge of this glorious and all-sufficient Christ? May the Lord ask this question to each of us.

Luke. 20:45 “Then, in the hearing of all the people, He said to His disciples,”


YLT: “And, all the people hearing, he said to his disciples,”
Luke. 20:46 “‘Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts,”


YLT: “`Take heed of the scribes, who are wishing to walk in long robes, and are loving salutations in the markets, and first seats in the synagogues, and first couches in the suppers,”

Literal Meaning: “who desire to go around in long robes” “Long robes” were usually white linen robes with the borders long unto the insteps of the feet and they were the sign of the class of the scribes. Usually they put on the long robes when they performed their ministry. The Lord here rebuked them for putting on the garments for the purpose of showing off their status. 

  “Love greetings in the marketplaces” It means that they love to be flattered, respected and honored. 

  “The best seats in the synagogues” “The best seats” referred to the seats in the front of the synagogues, which were usually left for those who have the highest status. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the best seats in the synagogues” symbolizes the spiritual status; “the best places at feasts” symbolizes the worldly status. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Those who works for the purpose of making others see it are the hypocrites, and they want to have glory of men deliberately (See Matt. 6:1-2, 5, 16). 

2) Religious believers like to show off themselves, denote money, bear witness, do service, preach and write books and many spiritual good works. Perhaps the motives of them are to seek vain glory (See Pill. 2:3).

3) 
The greatest temptation of leaders in the church is from their inner hearts------they like to be held high by others to show their important statuses in the multitudes. 

4) He whoever cares about titles and status in the church cannot do the service well. 

Luke. 20:47 “who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.’”


YLT: “who devour the houses of the widows, and for a pretence make long prayers, these shall receive more abundant judgment.’”

Meaning of Words: “condemnation”: judgment, conviction. 


The Background: “who devour widows’ houses” On that day the system for taking care of the pious widows may be established in the Holy Temple, so that they could work and rest in the temple (See 2:37; 1Tim. 5:3-16) and their previous properties were handed to the scribes and others for management. 


Literal Meaning: “who devour widows’ houses” They extorted money from the helpless ones and swindled them out of money by making use of the widows who were easily swindled. 

“For a pretense make long prayers”, they maintained the form of piety to conceal their sins of avarice. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Widows” here referred to the believers who were helpless and easily bullied and oppressed (See 1Tim. 5:5, Zech. 7:10). The religionists usually hold gain to be piety (See 1Tim. 6:5) and deceive the hearts of the simple by good works and fair speeches in order to serve their own belly (Rom. 16:18).

2) Religionists like to pretend the spiritual form of piety and lead captive silly women (2Tim. 3:5-6) and make them dedicate money willingly. These religionists who are greedy for money have been erred from the faith and the Lord condemns that they will receive greater condemnation and they have pierced themselves through with many sorrows (1Tim. 6:10). 

3) Religionists are good at making prayers “for a pretense” and they utilize prayers to humbug men into wrong impressions.  

4) “These will receive greater condemnation” The more men are respected, the more strict requirements of righteousness will God request from them. The more men are hypocritical (See Matt. 23:1-36), the greater condemnation will they receive. 

5) The hypocritical scribes will “receive greater condemnation”. The true dedication will be praised by the Lord (See 21:1-4).
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Lamb of the Passover Was Proved by Men 

I. He was proved by the chief priests and the scribes and the elders (v.1-8).

II. He was proved by spies (the Pharisees and the Herodians) (v.20-26).

III. He was proved by the Sadducees (v.27-38).

The Nature of the Kingdom of God

I. The authority of the kingdom of God is from heaven (v.1-8).

II. One could partake in the kingdom of God unless he honors the Son of God (v.9-19).

III. There must be separation between what is of the world and what is of God (v.20-26).

IV. Only the life of resurrection could live in the kingdom of God (v.27-40).

V. Christ is the king in the kingdom of God and therefore men should not be arrogant (v.41-44).

VI. Citizens of the kingdom of God should beware of the hypocritical appearances (v.45-47).

Men’s Attitude towards the Lord 

I. The religionists------they did not believe Him and even killed Him (v.1-19).

II. The politicians------they wanted to catch Him in His words (v.20-26).

III. The philosophers------they heckled Him with reasons that they made up (v.27-40).

Teachings Learned from the Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers

I. The characters of the kingdom of God (v.9):

  A. A vineyard------it is of the realm of life. 

  B. Leased it to vinedressers------it is given to men of God for management and its dominion belongs to God Himself. 

  C. Went into a far country------He gives men the will of freedom to manage it. 

II. Men’s responsibility for the kingdom of God------at vintage-time they might give Him some of the fruit (v.10a)------men should have the manifestation of the mature life. 

III. God is full of tolerance and patience towards men’s irresponsible behaviors------He sent servants again and again (v.10b-12). 

IV. The utmost of God’s love and men’s disobedience------He sent His beloved son and the son was killed (v.13-15)------men’s opposition to God is extremely manifested in the Lord. 

VI. The building of the kingdom of God is determined by men’s attitude towards Christ------whether they reject or trust Him (v.16-18)------if men reject Him, no matter how skillful they are, they cannot build it. If men trust Him, the Lord Himself will build though men are powerless. 

The Lord Is the Stone 

I. The stone which the builders rejected (v.17a)------the Lord was rejected by the Judaic leaders. 

II. Has become the chief cornerstone (v.17b)------the Lord is the foundation to build the church. 

III. The stone that would break men (v.18a)------unbelievers shall be offended because of Him. 

IV. The stone that would grind men (v.18b)------unbelievers shall be judged by Him in future. 

The Problems of Believers in Life 

I. The problems concerning the world (v.20-26): 

  A. The key problem is not “whether we should pay taxes or not”, but we should be separated from the world.

  B. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.

II. The problems concerning faith (v.27-40): 

  A. Only those who are counted worthy that age could partake in the resurrection. 

  B. God is not a God of the dead, but the God of the living ---- the knowledge of God does not depend on reasons, but life.

III. The problems concerning the interpretation of the Scriptures (v.41-44):

  A. The Scriptures testify of the Lord (See John. 5:39) and we should find Christ in the Bible when reading. 

  B. Christ is both God and man. 

IV. The problems concerning religionists (v.45-47):

  A. Beware of religionists (the scribes) who lay stress on regulations. 

  B. The feature of religionists is that they love vanity and money. 

The Features of the Carnal Christians 

I. They desire to go around in long robes (v.46a)------they love the outward vanity. 

II. They love greetings in the marketplaces (v.46b)------they want to be praised by men publicly. 

III. They love the best seats in the synagogues (v.46b)------they love to have high positions in the church. 

IV. They love the best places at feasts (v.46c)------they love to become outstanding in the world. 

V. They devour widows' houses (v.47a)------they are greedy for money and gain it at the cost of lawless ways. 

VI. They for a pretense make long prayers (v.47b)------they pretend to be spiritual for a pretense. 

Luke Chapter Twenty-one
I. Content of the Chapter

Teachings Concerning Offering and the Last Time 

I. He praised the poor widow’s offering (v.1-4).

II. He predicted that the holy temple would be destroyed (v.5-6).

III. The things that must take place before the last time (v.7-19).

IV. The disaster of the sacred land and the coming of the Son of Man (v.20-28).

V. The parable of the budding of the fig tree------the kingdom of God is near (v.29-33).

VI. Warnings concerning the last time (v.34-36).

VII. In the daytime He was teaching in the temple and at night He stayed on the mountain called Olivet (v.37-38).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 21:1 “And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury,”

YLT: “And having looked up, he saw those who did cast their gifts to the treasury rich men,”

The Background: the outermost part of the Holy Temple was the Court of the Gentiles (the Gentiles could not go further). Through the inward stone steps, there was a court of women (the Jewish women could not go further). Deeper within, it was the inner court (only the Jewish men could enter). There were thirteen offertory boxes under the porticoes of the court of women for worshipers of God to give money. The orifice of the box was similar in shape of a horn. When the money was cast into the box, it gave off sounds. At that time, men usually cast money into the box in public, so the amount of money could be seen by others.


Literal Meaning: “putting their gifts into the treasury” “Gifts” refers to money that is offered to God; “treasury” refers to the collection box. 

This verse shows that the Lord Jesus attached great importance to the offering of money------He did not count the amount of money there, but saw how the people put money into the treasury. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord is also sitting opposite the “treasury”------the status of devotion, and sees how we “put money into the treasury”! 

2) What the Lord cares is not the amount of money that we devote, but the heart and attitude of our devotion of money. 

3) Each according as he is purposed in his heart; not grievingly, or of necessity. For God loves a cheerful giver (2Cor. 9:7). 

Luke. 21:2 “and He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites.”

YLT: “and he saw also a certain poor widow casting there two mites,”

The Background: “mite” (lepton) was the smallest one of the Jewish coppers at that time, and it was almost worthless. “Two mites” were equal to “a quadrans” (“quadran” was the smallest one of the Roman coppers at that time). 


Literal Meaning: from the description of this verse, we can see that widow’s devotion has the characteristics as follows: 

1) She was “a poor widow”------the word “poor” showed that she was rather poor in the external things besides the body. “Widow” indicated that she was alone and helpless and rather weak. 

2) She came to devote------note that it was a voluntary devotion instead of a reluctant tax. Considering her condition, it was rather good of her if she did not complain or seek the relief. Who would rebuke her if she did not devote? She did have the necessity to come to devote. 

3) She “put in two mites”------Note that what she had put were two mites instead of a quadran (please note that two mites were equal to one quandran). If it was a quadran which could not be divided, she had to devote it. However, she could keep one of the two mites and only devote the other and it was unnecessary for her to devote both of them. Here we could see that how absolute the attitude of her devotion was. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What the poor men like the widow could devote was rather a few. The amount of money in the treasury might not be less even though they did not devote. Why on earth did they devote? Today many believers may have such thoughts------let those rich men take the responsibility for the needs of the Lord’s works! Is it possible that the Lord needs such several mites of mine? 

2) Someone also says that those who have money devote their money and those who have strength devote their strength, and since I have no money, I devote my strength and I do not need to devote money. 

3) Other men are reluctant to devote money in big bills. They purposely change the money in big bills into that in small bills before going to the church lest there is no small money to devote. 

4) The Scriptures only mentioned that she was a poor widow did not record her name, which let us learn that: (a) we shall not devote with the purpose of good reputation; (b) we shall not escape devotion because of poverty.
5) The widow’s two mites were remembered by the Lord. In like manner, though we are spiritually naïve and poor, as long as we show our little love and devotion to the Lord, all these will be remembered by the Lord. 

Luke. 21:3 “So He said, ‘Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all;”

YLT: “and he said, ‘Truly I say to you, that this poor widow did cast in more than all;”

Literal Meaning: this verse indicated two matters: 

1) The Lord was moved by the devotion of the poor widow and taught the disciples to follow her example. 

2) The Lord held different views upon devotion from men in the world. The real value of the money that one devotes lies in the quality instead of the amount.


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If our devotion is set upon our own wealth (the rich) with a view that we have something to devote, there will be of little spiritual value. However, if our devotion is built upon our poverty and helplessness, we will surely be acceptable to the Lord. 

2) Some believer humbly confesses that what he has devoted counts nothing and it is only the two mites of the widow. Though he intended to show his modesty, he actually lowered the value of the widow’s two mites, for what the poor widow had put in was more than all in the sight of the Lord. 

3) What the Lord focuses on is different from what men focus on. Men look on what is visible, and the Lord looks on what is invisible. Men see the visible money ------they ask how much you have devoted. The Lord sees the invisible thing------He will ask how you love Him. Men count how much you have devoted, and the more the better, but the Lord sees that how much you have remained-----the less what you should devote and actually you have not devoted, the better it will be. 

4) She put in two mites without advertising herself and went away quietly. Men disdained to pay attention to her, but the Son of God the Lord Jesus knew what she had done. He did not praise the money devoted by rich men, but praised the two mites devoted by the widow. The motivation of believers’ devotion is not gaining men’s praise, but gaining the Lord’s praise. The Lord’s praise is a priceless treasure. 

5) The Lord did not care for the amount of our devotion, but the heart of our devotion. When we put the money into the offertory box, do we also devote our hearts to Him?
Luke. 21:4 “for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.’”

YLT: “for all these out of their superabundance did cast into the gifts to God, but this one out of her want, all the living that she had, did cast in.’”

Meaning of Words: “offerings”: gifts; “livelihood”: the money to live, life, property. 


Literal Meaning: “for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God”, it showed that they still had something to keep their life after devotion. 

  “But she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had”, it indicated that she had to live her life in reliance on God after devotion. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord does not see how much you have devoted, but how much you have left in your pocket.

2) What she had put into the box was not “out of their abundance”, but “out of her whole livelihood”, in other words, she devoted the indispensible and only part that kept her life. It manifested her complete obedience and confidence. 

3) Though two mites were rather minute, it had sufficiently manifested her love toward God. She poured her whole love to God through this action. She preferred to be starved to death, but was unwilling to fail in loving God. She regarded God as worthy of her love that she did put her life into consideration. Since God was the object of her love, she would no longer be alone in her life as a widow. 

Luke. 21:5 “Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and donations, He said,”

YLT: “And certain saying about the temple, that with goodly stones and devoted things it hath been adorned, he said,”

The Background: “spoke of the temple” The temple that they spoke of referred to the temple that was rebuilt by Herod the Great who wanted to please the Jews, around B.C. 20, after the temple which was rebuilt by Zerubbabel (See Ezra. 3:8) was thrown down. When the Lord Jesus began to serve on the earth, the temple had already been built for forty-six years (See John. 2:20) and had not been finished yet. According to the records of the Jewish historian Joseph, the whole temple was finished in A.D. 64. This temple was magnificent and grand------some of the marble extended more than 10 meters and there were colossal golden decorations in it. How enormous and glittering it was!


Literal Meaning: “as some spoke of the temple” “Some” referred to the disciples (See Mark. 13:1). The disciples may sing the praise of the magnificence and beauty of the temple. 

  “How it was adorned with beautiful stones and donations.” “Donations” referred to the gifts that the citizens of God pay unto God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “How it was adorned with beautiful stones and donations.” What they care about are the temporary things that are seen, not the eternal glory which are not seen (See 2Cor. 4:17-18). 

2) What on earth do we boast? Our “temple”------such as numerous people, thriving works, and beautiful buildings? Or “the Lord” in the temple?

Luke. 21:6 “‘These things which you see--the days will come in which not one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down.’”

YLT: “`These things that ye behold days will come, in which there shall not be left a stone upon a stone, that shall not be thrown down.’”

Literal Meaning: “these things which you see” What the disciples saw was the appearance of the temple.
  “The days will come” Here it referred to the things that would be fulfilled in A.D. 70. 

  “In which not one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down.” It was fully fulfilled in A.D.70 literally. At that time, the Romans, under Titus’s leadership, completely destroyed Jerusalem and the buildings of the temple. Even the stones were unclenched by them to obtain the gold foil melted into the stones from the roof of the temple when it was burnt up. Others said that there were also some stones that had not been moved at that time. Till the dynasty of the Empire Julian, he attempted to rebuild the temple, so he moved the stones being left (thus the Lord’s prophesy were completely fulfilled). However, his plan of rebuilding the temple was given up halfway.

Spiritual Meaning: “the temple” typifies the church. “Stones” typifies believers (See Eph. 2:20-22; 1Pet. 2:5). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today, no matter how beautiful and civilized the world is in men’s physical eyes, all the elements shall melt with fervent heat in the spiritual eyes (See 2Pet. 3:12). 

2) The glory of the temple does not lie in gold, silver, or gem but in the presence of God. Since the church is God’s temple, we should value God’s presence more than the outward large scale. 

3) If the temple lacks the spiritual reality within, the “big-scale” appearance is of no use and it will be torn down sooner or later. May the Lord make us pay attention to the spiritual reality more than the outward extension------the numerous men, the expansion of works and spiritual high statuses and etc. 

4) The church that has thriving appearance but does not have the presence of the Lord will be fallen apart sooner or later. And its members will not be able to get along with each other (“not one stone shall be left upon another”), for the Lord allows such churches to be “destroyed” by the demolishing hands. 

5) The natural men (stones) cannot accompany with each other and be built together. Therefore if our natural lives have not been destructed, we can neither let the Lord have position in us nor partake in the true building. 

6) All the material beauties (See v.5) will pass away. Only Christ abides forever (See Heb. 1:12). And therefore we should not love the vanity of the world but value the living Christ. 
Luke. 21:7 “So they asked Him, saying, ‘Teacher, but when will these things be? And what sign will there be when these things are about to take place?’”

YLT: “And they questioned him, saying, ‘Teacher, when, then, shall these things be? and what [is] the sign when these things may be about to happen?’”

Meaning of Words: “sign”: miracle, token, wonder. 


Literal Meaning: “but when will these things be?” “These things” referred to the Lord’s prophecy concerning the temple (See v.6). 

  “And what sign will there be when these things are about to take place?” In the minds of the disciples, they seemed to only care about when the temple would be destroyed. But there were three matters in the answer of the Lord: 
1) The sign before the scared place’s being destroyed (v.8-19);
2) The Tribulation (v.20-24); 
3) The second coming of the Lord (v.25-28).  

The Lord Jesus mentioned the three things at the same time. It might imply that the destruction of Jerusalem and the Holy Temple and the coming disasters in the scared land were the beginning and typifications of the things that would take place in the last day when the Lord comes back.

Luke. 21:8 “And He said: ‘Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them.”

YLT: “And he said, ‘See ye may not be led astray, for many shall come in my name, saying I am [he], and the time hath come nigh; go not on then after them;”

Meaning of Words: “take heed”, look out, see carefully; “deceive”: be out of the way, cheat.

Literal Meaning: “take heed that you not be deceived.” “Take heed” indicated that we should take heed of all the situations that we are confronted with, lest we make mistakes. “Deceive”, it means making it difficult to discern true or false with deceitful means. 

  “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He’.” They referred to those who called themselves Christ. The Lord’s words show that the appearance of “false christs” is the first sign of the destruction of the temple. The Jewish historian Joseph recorded that during the forty years from the Lord’s resurrection to the destruction of Jerusalem, several false christs came forth and they assembled a group of henchmen. Note that the phenomenon of false Christ has emerged in endlessly throughout the past two thousand years and becomes increasingly intense. Because it is the situation that must appear in last days (See Mark. 13:21-22). 

  “And, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them.” “The time” referred to the day of trouble of the sacred land. The false christs certainly would draw men to go after them by messages centering on the last days. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We should “take heed” because there are “deceits”. Only those who take heed could avoid being “deceived”. 

2) It is good for us to hold on the cautious attitude towards the speeches of others concerning Christ. 

3) All the prophecies in the Bible, as a lamp that shines in a dark place (2Pet. 1:19), provide us light and keep us from being deceived. Therefore if we do not want to be deceived, we should pay attention to prophecies and discern cautiously so as to prevent us from confusing right and wrong. 

4) One of the signs of the last day is that men like to boast themselves with Christ. However, Christ is the spiritual reality instead of a flag. 
5) Today anyone who calls himself Christ is actually false. Some deceivers do not declare openly that he is Christ but mislead others to regard him as Christ unconsciously. 

Luke. 21:9 “But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass first, but the end will not come immediately.’”

YLT: “and when ye may hear of wars and uprisings, be not terrified, for it behoveth these things to happen first, but the end [is] not immediately.’”

Meaning of Words: “end”: final, conclusion. 


Literal Meaning: “But when you hear of wars and commotions.” This was the second sign before the temple was destructed. After the death of the Lord, the rumor that wars were going to take place made men scared and jittery. 

  “Do not be terrified.” It is of no help for men to be troubled once they have heard wars. What they should do is to prepare themselves to face these things calmly.
  “For these things must come to pass first.” It is the reason for one “not be terrified”. Since wars are unavoidable, “being terrified” is of no help. 

  “But the end will not come immediately.” “End” refers to “the end of the age” (See Matt.24:3), i.e. the Tribulation of the three and a half years (See Rev. 11:2).
Luke. 21:10 “Then He said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.”

YLT: “Then said he to them, ‘Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,”

Literal Meaning: “Nation will rise against nation” It refers to the wars between nations and tribes and even villages. 

  “And kingdom against kingdom.” It refers the international wars. 
From the Lord’s ascension till now, wars had been taken place incessantly from ages and from generations. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Nation will rise against nation” It symbolizes that the earthly people would rise against the heavenly people. 

  “And kingdom against kingdom.” It indicates that the kingdom of Satan will rebel against the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 21:11 “And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.”

YLT: “great shakings also in every place, and famines, and pestilences, there shall be; fearful things also, and great signs from heaven there shall be;”

Literal Meaning: “And there will be great earthquakes in various places” From all the past dynasties, “earthquakes” have increased constantly and they will become stronger in the last days (See Rev. 6:12; 8:5; 11:13, 19; 16:18).  

“And famines and pestilences” Wars (See v.10) always bring in “famines”.

  “And there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.” According to the record of the Jewish history, there was sight in the air before the ruin of Jerusalem. 


Spiritual Meaning: “earthquakes” symbolizes that all things beyond God shall be removed (See Heb. 12:27). “Famines” indicates that the lack of spiritual food everywhere makes God’s people hungry. “Pestilences” symbolizes God’s judgment and punishment (See 2Sam. 24:10-15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Wars, famines and earthquakes all bring men tribulations in the flesh. God allows tribulations to come to us for the sake of giving us hope instead of frustrating us.
2) God’s will is to make us turn to Him more by these disasters. The Lord gives us the environmental disasters for the sake of love. We won’t learn to look upon and rely on the Lord closely without the oppression of disasters. 
Luke. 21:12 “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name's sake.”

YLT: “and before all these, they shall lay on you their hands, and persecute, delivering up to synagogues and prisons, being brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake;”

Meaning of Words: “rulers”: dominator (including governors and magistrates). 


Literal Meaning: “they will lay their hands on you” “Synagogue” was the place where the Jews from various regions gather together, read the Bible and worship God. 


Spiritual Meaning: “synagogues” symbolizes the religious circumstance. 

  “Kings and rulers” symbolizes the power of the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A true believer of the Lord may usually give rise to religionists’ envy, opposition and persecution. Therefore, we have to watch out for them. 

2) The organized system (synagogue) of God’s elect even became the organization that persecuted those who were really of God. Today, there are also some organizations in Christianity who are willing to help the tyrant to do evil------to help the evil political power to persecute true Christians.

3) Since we are not of the world, the world hates us. They have persecuted the Lord, they will also persecute us (John 15:19-20).

4) The church does not lack men who give sermons, but lacks men who can stand for the Lord and bear witness of the Lord.
Luke. 21:13 “But it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony.”

YLT: “and it shall become to you for a testimony.”

Literal Meaning: “it” refers to the disciples’ being laid hands on, persecuted, questioned, delivered up to prison and brought to officers in v.12. 

  “Turn out as an occasion for testimony.” It indicates that the above-mentioned conditions are good chances to “bear witness” to the Lord, showing how the Lord is whom one believes. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The experiences of life of Christians, especially the experiences in disasters, are the best testimonies. 

2) The persecutions in the last days will turn out for believers for testimony. When persecutions come, if we are willing to stand for the Lord’s name’s sake (See v.12), they will turn out for us as occasions for testimony before God and men. 

Luke. 21:14 “Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer;”

YLT: “`Settle, then, to your hearts, not to meditate beforehand to reply,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we are confronted with persecutions and oppositions, we shall not answer by ourselves.

2) When we believers are faced with persecutions and oppositions, we shall not deal with them by ourselves, but commit ourselves to the Lord in faith. He who believes the Lord shall not be ashamed (Rom. 9:33).
3) If men insist on speaking by themselves, the Lord won’t say for us. If men are willing to not speak for themselves, the Lord will manifest His words. 

Luke. 21:15 “for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.”

YLT: “for I will give to you a mouth and wisdom that all your opposers shall not be able to refute or resist.”

Literal Meaning: “I will give you a mouth and wisdom” The status of “I” in the original specially strengthens the tone of this sentence. The Lord Himself will give His disciples God’s help which enables them to conquer the accusation of the adversaries. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we are persecuted for the sake of the Lord, the Lord will not only be with us but also give us words to enable us to answer those who persecute us. The Lord’s attendance is so careful that we need not be frightened.
2) Many times, believers can say what they are unable to say and what they have not expected to say, for it is the Lord who gives us “an occasional mouth and wisdom”. 

3) 
We shall learn to face persecutions not by ourselves and retreat to the spirit to rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit of God abides in our spirit (Rom 8:9).
4) The Holy Spirit is our helper and comforter, when we suffer persecutions because of the service of the Lord.
5) In the wars of the last days, the words and wisdom given by the Lord are the sharp weapons that could conquer the adversaries. “Brothers overcame it (Satan) by the word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:11). Therefore we should not keep silent, but blow the trumpet. 
Luke. 21:16 “You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.”

YLT: “`And ye shall be delivered up also by parents, and brothers, and kindred, and friends, and they shall put of you to death;”

Meaning of Words: “be betrayed”: transmit, surrender. 


Literal Meaning: the family’s division resulted from conflicts over faith has been very common and will be increasingly severe in the future. There are two reasons for opposition of family members and friends:

  1) Because they hate the Lord and the word the Lord (John. 15:18).

  2) They are afraid to be involved in and therefore they report to offices and accuse believers. 


Spiritual Meaning: “brothers” symbolizes the brothers in the church.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many believers even betray brothers and sisters in order to preserve themselves because of being unwilling to suffer hardships and death.

2) Believers should love one another. However, since they hold distinct views and stand in different statuses, they will become at enmity toward each other and even kill one another.
Luke. 21:17 “And you will be hated by all for My name's sake.”

YLT: “and ye shall be hated by all because of my name”

Literal Meaning: “you will…for My name’s sake” “You” referred to the disciples, for they were both the Jews and the disciples. Therefore, the troubles mentioned here are both related with the Jews and believers in the New Testament.
  “Be hated by all.” “All” referred to the unbelieving Gentiles. Both the Jewish believers and Gentile believers be hated and persecuted and killed by unbelievers (See Matt. 5:11) for the sake of the Lord. 

Luke. 21:18 “But not a hair of your head shall be lost.”

YLT: “and a hair out of your head shall not perish;”

Literal Meaning: This verse seems to contradict with the former sentence “they will put some of you to death” (v.16). However, it actually expresses that: 

  1) That they have been put to death are permitted by the will of God. 

  2) None of hairs of their head shall be lost apart from the will of God (See Matt. 10:29-30). 

Enlightenment in the Word: if we could die for the sake of the Lord, we will thank Him because He counts us worthy of that age (See 20:35). If we are safe and sound in persecutions, we shall also thank Him because He keeps us. 

Luke. 21:19 “By your patience possess your souls.”

YLT: “in your patience possess ye your souls.”

Meaning of Words: “patience”: constancy, cheerful endurance; “possess”: gain, purchase; “soul”: the life of soul, breath. 


Literal Meaning: “by your patience” It means that in various disastrous environments, one keeps the word of the Lord and the name of the Lord (See Rev. 3:8-11).

  “Possess your souls” It does not refer to one’s being redeemed but one’s enjoyment of soul in the kingdom. 
  Disasters made our souls suffer pain and “patience” indicates that one keeps the faith and stays unmoved in pain and on the contrary saves his soul (See 17:33). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). However, since we have the hope of kingdom, we should endure in tribulations. 

2) Believers are fellow-partakers in the tribulations and kingdom and patience of Jesus (Rev. 1:9).
Luke. 21:20 “‘But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near.”

YLT: “`And when ye may see Jerusalem surrounded by encampments, then know that come nigh did her desolation;”

Meaning of Words: “surround”: compass, encircle, embarrass. 


The Background: According to the records of historians, the Jews betrayed Rome in A.D. 66 because the Roman governor bullied the Jewish people------abused his authority to deal with them with brutal and cruel ways. The Roman Emperor dispatched armies to encircle Jerusalem and broke into the city and slaughtered men wantonly. It was said that more than a thousand and a hundred thousand people perished and several tens of thousand people were starved to death and another several tens of thousand people were carried away captive to various countries as slaves. 


Literal Meaning: these scriptures (v.20-24) predict the things that would happen in the sacred land and the holy city from A.D. 66-70. 

  “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies.” “Surrounded by armies” is “began to be surrounded by armies” in the original. At that time the city of Jerusalem had been surrounded for several years. 

Luke. 21:21 “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.”

YLT: “then those in Judea, let them flee to the mountains; and those in her midst, let them depart out; and those in the countries, let them not come in to her;”

Literal Meaning: “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” “The mountains” are easy for men to hide. According to the report of the early church, before Jerusalem was occupied, the disciples fled to the city of Piera at the foot of mountains and on the east of Jordan River. 

  “Let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her”------depart from the crowed places and avoid fleeing to the crowed places. In old times, in the scourge of wars men usually fled to the inside of the city wall. However, in the day of God’s punishment, the city of Jerusalem was the most insecure place. 

Spiritual Meaning: “flee to the mountains” It symbolizes paying price to live in the spiritual realm. “Those who live in the midst of her depart” symbolizes those who live under the worldly influence. “Those who live in the country” symbolizes those who have been delivered from the worldly influence. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When suffering persecutions, God’s people are supposed to “flee” instead of resisting (See Matt. 10:23, Rev. 12:6).
2) If believers want to escape the Tribulation at the last day, the best way is to pay price to seek to reach the high spiritual realm (“flee to the mountains”) and then would be raptured by the Lord. 

Luke. 21:22 “For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.”

YLT: “because these are days of vengeance, to fulfil all things that have been written.”

Literal Meaning: this verse explains the reason why the city of Jerusalem was destroyed------the vengeance on the obstinacy and unbelief of the Jews. There are many prophecies that God will punish the people of Israel in the Old Testament. 

Luke. 21:23 “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.”

YLT: “`And wo to those with child, and to those giving suck, in those days; for there shall be great distress on the land, and wrath on this people;”
Literal Meaning: “woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies” because they are tied by the leg and there’s not enough time for them to flee. 
“For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.” According to the records of the Jewish history, about a million Jews had been killed in the case in A.D.70, and most of them were crucified. Not a few of the Jews were sold into slavery and seriously suffered bitterness to death finally. However, this situation could not catch up with the severity of the Tribulation at the last day.

Spiritual Meaning: “who are pregnant” refers to those who have conceived various lusts; “who are nursing babies” symbolizes those who have fleshly entanglements. 

Luke. 21:24 “And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 


YLT: “and they shall fall by the mouth of the sword, and shall be led captive to all the nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down by nations, till the times of nations be fulfilled.”

Meaning of Words: “all nations”: various nations, Gentiles. 


Literal Meaning: “Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles” “Trample” means enslave and keep in bondage. 

  “Until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” “The times of the Gentiles” refers to the days when the city of Jerusalem was trampled by Gentiles. “Until…are fulfilled” shows that the days limited and it would end. 

  How to count “the times of the Gentiles”? The Bible exegetes had two kinds of opinions: 

  1) From the time when God took away the authority to rule the land of Judah from the house of David and delivered it to the Gentile king Nebuchadnezzar to the time when Christ comes and sets up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. 

  2) From the time of the king Nebuchadnezzar to the day when Israel was restored in A.D. 1948. 05.14 and declared its independence. 

  The time of the above-mentioned two kinds of data is quite long and they are at least about two thousand and five or six hundred years. Moreover, we could find arguments to support both the calculations in the Lord’s prophecies in this chapter. Concerning the first calculation, from v.25-28 in which the Lord predicted that Jerusalem would be trampled by Gentiles and immediately talked about the Lord’s coming in a cloud in the last days, we could know that it was up to His second coming. However, the Lord predicted the parable of the budding of the fig tree (v.29-31) which refers to the restoration of Israel and on which the second calculation based. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the historical changes are in the charge of God and the reigns of government of all nations are of God’s establishment. 

Luke. 21:25 “‘And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;”

YLT: “`And there shall be signs in sun, and moon, and stars, and on the land [is] distress of nations with perplexity, sea and billow roaring;”
Literal Meaning: from v.23-27, we could know that that the Lord’s second coming happens at the end of the Tribulation. Moreover, when He comes, the signs of the heaven will change greatly (See Zech. 14:5-6; Joel. 2:31; 2Pet. 3:10). 


Spiritual Meaning: the change of the signs of heaven sometimes also symbolizes the upheaval of social condition and the rise and fall of dynasties and nations (See Ezek. 32:7-8; Amos. 8:9). It also indicates the shake-up of nature. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the sun, the moon and stars all typify Christ; when the body comes, the shadow is not essential (See Col. 2:16-17). The moment Christ appears, all light bearers will be overshadowed.  

Luke. 21:26 “men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”

YLT: “men fainting at heart from fear, and expectation of the things coming on the world, for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.”

Meaning of Words: “the earth”: the world, the habitable earth; “men’s hearts failing them from fear”: breathe our, faint.  


Literal Meaning: “those things which are coming on the earth” refers to the Tribulation of three and a half years that would come in the last days (See Matt. 24:21; Rev. 3:10; 11:2; 13:5). 

Luke. 21:27 “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

YLT: “`And then they shall see the Son of Man, coming in a cloud, with power and much glory;”

Literal Meaning: “then” refers to the time when “there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars” (v.25-26).

  “They will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” “The Son of Man” is the title for the Lord when He became flesh and suffered pain. When the Lord comes, He will show the “power” and “Great glory” because the Lord shall consume the antichrist with the spirit of his mouth (power), and shall destroy it with the brightness (Great glory) of his coming (See 2Thess. 2:8). 

  “Coming in a cloud” At that time, He will not be hidden in the clouds of air, but will come in a cloud. 

Luke. 21:28 “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.’”

YLT: “and these things beginning to happen bend yourselves back, and lift up your heads, because your redemption doth draw nigh.’”

Literal Meaning: “these things” refers to the things mentioned in v.25-26. At that time, the sun and the moon will not shine, the heaven will fall, the earth will crack and the sea will churn. 

  “Look up and lift up your heads” means “rejoice”. 

  “Because your redemption draws near” It expresses the reason why we should “look up and lift up our heads”. “Redemption” does not refer to the salvation of spirit because we have got it when we believe in Him. The “redemption” here refers to “the redemption of our body” (See Rom. 8:23). 

  When we believe in the Lord, we have received the eternal salvation and our spirits have been saved. However, our bodies still groan, travail, are under the bondage of corruption and suffer the pain of diseases and senescence in the old creation. We shall receive the redemption of our body until the coming of the Lord. When the Lord comes, He would redeem and change our body that is under the bondage of the old creation and bring us into the glory of freedom of the new creation. At that time, our lowly body will be transformed that it may be conformed to His glorious body (Pill. 3:21). It is the meaning of the so-called “redemption of body” in the Bible. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord comes, men’s hearts fail them from fear (See v.26), however, believers should “look up and lift up our heads” to meet Him. On one hand, it is our hope of glory and on the other, it encourages us to preach the glad tidings to the poor world, lest they perish forever when the Lord comes. 

2) We could “look up and lift up our heads” until the Son of Man comes in glory (v.27). It shows that: 

A. The glorious appearing of Christ brings those who have received grace into the glorious liberty of the children of God (Rom. 8:21) and reaches God’s highest will towards men.

B. Before the coming of that day, we have to bow our heads and walk on the narrow way of cross. Just as Watchman Nee had said, “since my glories lie ahead, now patient I must be. I will not go before my Lord, much glory to receive”. 

Luke. 21:29-30 “Then He spoke to them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. When they may now cast forth, having seen, of yourselves ye know that now is the summer nigh;”

YLT: “And he spake a simile to them: `See the fig-tree, and all the trees,”
Literal Meaning: “When they are already budding” refers to the time when the tree flourishes, showing that it is spring already and therefore summer is not far away. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the fig tree” typifies the kingdom of Israel. It was cursed because it did not bear fruits (See Mark. 11:14, 21) and therefore its withering typifies the fall of Israel. Today its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, indicating the restoration of Israel. 
“Summer” is in contrast with winter and winter symbolizes the time of the Tribulation (See Mark. 13:18-19). Summer symbolizes the age of the restoration of the kingdom (See Luke. 21:30-31) and this age will start from the Lord’s second coming.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Look at the fig tree.” The Lord wants us to learn the second coming of Christ from the budding of the fig tree. It shows that the principle of Christ fills all in all (See Eph. 1:23) and all things manifest Christ. And therefore we should learn to know Christ from all. 

2) Christ reigns in life (See Rom. 5:17) and His kingdom must be full of abundant life. The more abundant life believers have (See John. 10:10), the more they will partake in the kingdom of God.

Luke. 21:31 “So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.”

YLT: “so also ye, when ye may see these things happening, ye know that near is the reign of God;”

Literal Meaning: “when you see these things happening” “These things” refers to the Lord’s prophecies that had been fulfilled in the past two thousand years.
  “Know that the kingdom of God is near.” The “summer” in the previous verse refers to the kingdom of God. 

Spiritual Meaning: the Lord’s words remind us that as long as we see that the kingdom of Israel has restored, we should know that the Lord’s second coming and the realization of the kingdom are near.
Luke. 21:32 “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place.”

YLT: “verily I say to you This generation may not pass away till all may have come to pass;”
Literal Meaning: “this generation will by no means pass away” “Generation” in the Bible usually does not mean men’s physical years in the world, but men’s moral state before God (See Deut. 32:5, Matt. 11:16; 12:39, 41, 42, 45; 23:36). In other words, the situation of evil, adultery and wickedness in the world determines the length of the generation. Therefore “this generation” shall be the whole age until the Lord’s second coming. 

“Till all tings take place.”------“All things” include all things before the Lord comes back. 

What the Lord has said must be fulfilled. The Restoration of Israel was fulfilled in A.D. 1948. Therefore we can hear indistinctly the steps of His second coming. Saints should never ignore the Lord’s words. 

Luke. 21:33 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”

YLT: “the heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words may not pass away.”
Literal Meaning: “heaven and earth will pass away” The singular form of the word “heaven” shows that it is the heaven in contrast with the earth. One day, the old heaven and earth will perish (See 2Pet. 3:10; Heb. 1:11-12). 

“But my words will by no means pass away.”------The Lord’s word is settled in the heaven (Ps. 119:89) and must be fulfilled.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord’s words are more stable and permanent than the heaven and the earth. However, men often make a fetish of the permanent heaven and earth, but they have doubt in the Lord’s words.

Luke. 21:34 “‘But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly.”

YLT: “`And take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts may be weighed down with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and anxieties of life, and suddenly that day may come on you,”

Meaning of Words: “carousing”: drunkenness, excessive drinking; “drunkenness”: intoxication, alcoholism; “cares”: anxieties, worry; “weigh”: burden, overcharge; “expectedly”: accidentally. 

Luke. 21:35 “For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.”

YLT: “for as a snare it shall come on all those dwelling on the face of all the land,”

Meaning of Words: “dwell on”: sit, ride. 


Literal Meaning: this verse shows that the second coming of the Lord is to all human beings. 

Luke. 21:36 “Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.’”

YLT: “watch ye, then, in every season, praying that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that are about to come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.’”

Meaning of Words: “watch”: be on the alert, be sleepless, keep awake; “be counted worthy”: overcome, defeat. 


Literal Meaning: “watch therefore, and pray always” The definition of “watch” is “keep awake and be on alert”. “Watch therefore, and pray always” means that one keeps awake both in praying and by praying. 

  “All these things that will come to pass” refers to the Tribulation. 

  “And to stand before the Son of Man” It implies that those who watch and pray always in the Spirit shall be kept from the hour of the Tribulation which is about to come upon all the world (See Rev. 3:10), in other words, they shall be caught up to Christ before the Tribulation (See 1Thess. 4:17). If men have not been watchful or ready, they won’t pass through the judgment before the judgment-seat of Christ and therefore they cannot stand. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) As to the Lord’s second coming, it is better for us to pay attention to our real spiritual states inside than to spare much time to research the problems such as time, signs and prophecies and etc. It makes no difference to those whose spiritual states are normal, no matter when the Lord comes. Moreover, they have already tasted the real meaning of the Lord’s second coming in spiritual reality.
2) “Watching” is the most important thing in welcoming the kingdom. All those who do not care about the Lord’s second coming are not watchful enough.

3) Jessie Penn-Lewis said, “Christians should watch from the first day of their Christian life”. We should be watchful for the enemy, the world and ourselves.

4) Believers should not be careless (watch), but live and work with the attitude of waiting for the Lord everyday and all our walking and thoughts should also be prepared to meet the Lord and please Him.

5) Satan always makes us not feel the need of prayer. And it makes us only have the form of prayer and lack the desire and burden of prayer. Therefore, we should pray watchfully.

6) Dr. Miguel said, “a watchful state in one’s spirit guarantees right prayers, and lifeless and depressed thoughts may hold back the effect of prayers” (it is translated from the Chinese version), 

Luke. 21:37 “And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet.”

YLT: “And he was during the days in the temple teaching, and during the nights, going forth, he was lodging at the mount called of Olives;”

Literal Meaning: “but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet.” The Lord Jesus spent the night in Bethany every night (See Mark. 11:11). “Bethany” was a small village at the southern foot of the Olive Mount, outside of the city of Jerusalem. There was the family of Martha, Mary and Lazarus (See John. 11:1-5, 18) and the family of Simon the leper (Mark. 14:3) in whose house Mary did a good work (Mark. 14:3-6, John. 12:3).


Spiritual Meaning: the city of Jerusalem typifies the Christian organization which has fallen and deteriorated as well as the so-called church. They have a name that they live, and are dead (Rev. 3:1). The Lord couldn’t have rest there and left them and went out of the city to find another place of rest. 

  “The mountain called Olivet” As implied in the name, it is a place abounding in olive oil. The olive oil typifies the Holy Spirit. The Lord finds rest where it is filled with the Holy Spirit. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Jerusalem, the city of the great king, became the place where the Lord couldn’t stay. Therefore it is inevitable that it became desolate (See 13:35). We should never boast of the past glorious history and we should ask whether the Lord Jesus at present has position and rest here. 

2) A normal church should be filled with the Holy Spirit (what “the mountain called Olivet” stands for), thus the Lord could have rest. 

3) A normal church should be full of life (Lazarus), love (Mary) and service (Martha), thus the Lord will have rest. 

4) Christ only dwells in our hearts by our faith and love (See Eph. 3:17).
Luke. 21:38 “Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear Him.”

YLT: “and all the people were coming early unto him in the temple to hear him.”

Enlightenment in the Word: early in the morning is best time for one to hear the voice of the Lord and therefore every day we’d better come to the Lord early in the morning, have communion with Him and read His word------the Bible. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Special Features of the Widow’s Devotion (v.1-4) 

I. Others devoted because they had been blessed with treasure (the rich) and the widow devoted because of her love to the Lord. 

II. Others out of their abundance have put in offerings for God and the widow out of her poverty still put in. 

III. Others devoted the external things and the widow devoted all the livelihood. 

IV. Others devotion did not concern “the life of self” and the widow devoted her “life of self”. 

V. Others’ devotion was reasonable and the widow’s devotion was praised by the Lord. 

The Signs before the Sacred Land Suffered Disasters 

I. There will be men deceiving the elect by assuming the name of Christ (v.8).

II. There will be wars and rumors of wars (v.9-10).

III. There will be earthquakes and famines and pestilences (v.11a).

IV. There will be sights from the heaven (v.11b). 

The Danger and Counterplot for the Saints to Preach the Glad Tidings

I. Dangers: 

  A. They will be laid hands on and persecuted and delivered up to the synagogues (v.12a)------be persecuted by the nominal groups in Christianity or by the nominal Christians in the church. 

  B. They will be delivered up to prisons and brought before kings and rulers (v.12b)------be persecuted and judged by the political power of the world. 

  C. They will be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives and friends (v.16)------be hated by family members according to the flesh. 

  D. They will be hated by all (v.17)------be hated and despised by men in the world. 

II. Resolutions: 

  A. Settle it in one’s hearts (v.14a).

  B. Do not meditate beforehand on what you will answer (v.14b). 

  C. Look upon the Lord that He will give you a mouth and wisdom (v.15).

  D. By your patience possess your souls (v.19).

The Lord’s Prophecies and Exhortations towards the Disaster of the Sacred Land 

I. Prophecies:

  A. When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near (v.20).

  B. These are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled (v.22).

  C. The holy city will be trampled by Gentiles (v.24).

  D. Until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (v.24)------there will be a time limit.

II. Exhortations:

  A. Let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains (v.21a).

  B. Let those who are in the midst of her depart (v.21b).

  C. Let not those who are in the country enter her (v.21c).

  D. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days (v.23).

The Prophecies and Exhortations of the Lord’s Second Coming 

I. Prophecies:

  A. The Lord comes after the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (v.24b).

  B. When the Lord comes, there will be great changes in the sun, in the moon and in the stars (v.25-26a).

  C. Men’s hearts fail them from fear (v.26b).

  D. The Lord will come in a cloud (v.27).

  E. When the Lord comes, the redemption of believers draws near (v.28).

II. Exhortations: 

  A. When the fig trees are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer------the kingdom of God is near (v.29-31).

  B. The words of the Lord’s prophecies must be fulfilled (v.32-33).

  C. That Day comes on you unexpectedly (v.34-35).

  D. Watch and pray always (v.36).

The Preparations that Believers should Make for the Coming of the Lord 

I. The positive aspect: 

  A. Take heed to yourselves (v.34a)------lest you be deceived (See v.8).

  B. Do not carouse or drink to excess (v.34b)------do not be greedy for the pleasures of this life. 

  C. Lay down the cares of this life (v.34c)------do not worry about the life on the earth. 

II. The negative aspect:

  A. Watch (v.36a)------draw near to the Lord always and never depart from Him. 

  B. Pray always (v.36b)------trust the Lord in everything and commit everything to the Lord. 

Luke Chapter Twenty-two
I. Content of the Chapter

The Days before the Suffering of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. Men planed to kill Him (v.1-6). 

II. The preparation of the Passover (v.7-13). 

III. The last supper (v.14-23).

IV. There was also a dispute among the disciples, as to which of them should be considered the greatest (v.24-30).

V. He predicted that Peter would deny Him three times (v.31-34).

VI. He told the disciples that they should learn to protect themselves (v.35-38).

VII. The prayer in the garden of Gethsemane (v.39-40).

VIII. His being betrayed and arrested (v.47-53).

IX. Peter denied Him three times (v.54-62).

X. His being mocked and judged (v.63-71).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 22:1 “Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover.”


YLT: “And the feast of the unleavened food was coming nigh, that is called Passover,”

The Background: “the Passover”, one of the three great feasts of the Jews every year, was purposed to remember that God delivered their patriarchs out of Egypt. It was held in the first month (the month Nisan) on the fourteenth day in the evening according to the Jewish calendar. And they would eat unleavened bread among the subsequent seven days, i.e. the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Exod. 12:15-19).


Literal Meaning: “Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover.” In the time of the Lord Jesus, the common Jews had confused the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And they called the Passover the Feast of Unleavened Bread and they also called the Feast of Unleavened Bread the Passover. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (See John. 1:29) and was killed on the Passover.

Luke. 22:2 “And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people.”


YLT: “and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they may take him up, for they were afraid of the people.”

Literal Meaning: “And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him” “The chief priests” were the Sadducees and most of “the scribes” were the Pharisees. The two religious parties were hostile to each other, however, they joined together to resist the Lord Jesus unexpectedly. 

  “For they feared the people” During the period of the Passover every year, thousands upon thousands Jews in all parts went to Jerusalem to have the feast. Then, the population might multiply suddenly so that it would be difficult to keep the order. They feared the people, showing that they admitted the Lord Jesus was fully endorsed by the people. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The chief priests and the elders of the people were actually utilized by Satan that they wanted to kill the Lord Jesus. Satan utilized not only sinners in the world but also clergymen. It shows that the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one (1John. 5:19). 

2) Without the participation of men, the type of the lamb of the Passover could not be fulfilled in the Lord. Those who rejected the Lord were actually used by God to help Him to accomplish His plan.

Luke. 22:3 “Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve.”


YLT: “And the Adversary entered into Judas, who is surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve,”

Literal Meaning: “Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot” Judas had a wrong thought and opened his heart to wickedness and therefore he let Satan get a chance to step in. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though it was of the work of Satan that Judas betrayed the Lord, Judas himself was responsible for this because he did not resist the devil from his heart (See 1Pet. 5:9) and let it come to his heart easily. 

2) Barclay said that the reason why Satan entered Judas is that Judas had opened the door of his heart. Whether men’s hearts are opened does not depend on the outward force but one the innermost motive. 
Luke. 22:4 “So he went his way and conferred with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them.”


YLT: “and he, having gone away, spake with the chief priests and the magistrates, how he might deliver him up to them,”


Literal Meaning: “captains” were those who were selected from the tribe of Levi and took charge of the order of the temple. 

  “How he might betray Him to them.” It indicates that he wanted to find a chance that the multitudes were not at present to inform them to take Jesus, lest there would be an uproar among the people. 
Luke. 22:5 “And they were glad, and agreed to give him money.”


YLT: “and they rejoiced, and covenanted to give him money,”

Literal Meaning: “And they were glad” The chief priests and others were thinking hard to take Jesus and not to make an uproar from the people (See v.2). The advice of Judas certainly made them glad. 

  “And agreed to give him money” “Thirty pieces of silver” is clearly recorded in another scripture (See Matt. 26:15). Every piece of silver weighs one shekel and the whole is thirty shekel which is equal to an evaluation of a slave (See Exod. 21:32). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Mary did not stint the fragrant oil which costs thirty denari because she loved the Lord. Judas betrayed the Lord for thirty pieces of sliver because he loved money. Whether one acts as Mary or Judas depends on whether he “loves the Lord” or “money” (See John. 12:4-6).

2) In the eyes of Judas and the chief priests the Lord Jesus was only like a slave who was worthy of thirty pieces of silver. If our evaluation towards the Lord is the same with them and we regard the Lord as usual, we may sell Him out in some circumstances (for example: someone denies the Lord in order to save his own life and someone sells truth and witness for status, fame, gain and etc). 

3) Apparently, Judas sold the Lord out for thirty pieces of silver. But actually, he sold out his own soul for thirty pieces of silver (See Matt. 27:3-5; Acts. 1:18). 

4) Judas sold himself out to the devil for thirty pieces of silver; Mary dedicated herself to the Lord in the fragrant oil which is worthy of thirty denarii. 

5) Judas made merchandise of Christ. He whoever supposes that gain is godliness (1Tim. 6:5) and barters Christ’s grace for his own gain falls in the principle of Judas. 
Luke. 22:6 “So he promised and sought opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of the multitude.”


YLT: “and he agreed, and was seeking a favourable season to deliver him up to them without tumult.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Mary “seized an opportunity” to give herself to the Lord. Judas “sought opportunity” to deliver the Lord to the power of darkness. 

2) “Seize the opportunity” is to cherish the time (See Eph. 5:16). However, “sought opportunity” is to waste time. 

Luke. 22:7 “Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed.”


YLT: “And the day of the unleavened food came, in which it was behoving the passover to be sacrificed,”

The Background: there were seven days in “the Day of the Unleavened Bread” which starts from the sunset of the fourteenth day of the first month according to the Jewish calendar (the month Nisan) to the sunset of the twenty-first day (See Exod. 12:15-20). “When the Passover must be killed” The Passover must be killed in the afternoon of the fourteenth day of the first month (See Exod. 12:6). According to the informal way of counting among the Jews, the fourteenth day of the first month was also counted in the Feast of the Unleavened Bread. Therefore, the whole feast turned into eight days. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the Unleavened Bread” typifies that Christ is the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth and He makes those who believe in Him be a new lump and live a holy life (See 1Cor. 5:7-8).

Luke. 22:8 “And He sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.’”


YLT: “and he sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Having gone on, prepare to us the passover, that we may eat;’”

The Background: “the Passover” Every household of the Jews, in the afternoon of the fourteenth day of the first month, ate the Feast of the Passover together at nightfall. 


Spiritual Meaning: “The Passover” typifies that Christ is our enjoyment of life who gives us strength to walk in the heavenly way (See Ex. 12:8-11). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) On one hand, we must cleanse ourselves (“the Day of the Unleavened Bread” See v.7) and then we are able to come to the Lord (See Heb. 12:14) and enjoy Him as the provision of our life. 

2)
On the other hand, we must enjoy the Lord as the provision of our life (“the Passover”) in order to live a holy life before God (“the Unleavened Bread” lasts seven days).

Luke. 22:9 “So they said to Him, ‘Where do You want us to prepare?’”


YLT: “and they said to him, ‘Where wilt thou that we might prepare?’”

Meaning of Words: “prepare”: make ready, provide. 

Luke. 22:10 “And He said to them, ‘Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters.” 


YLT: “And he said to them, ‘Lo, in your entering into the city, there shall meet you a man, bearing a pitcher of water, follow him to the house where he doth go in,”
Literal Meaning: “a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water” According to the Jewish custom, only women could carry the pitcher of water (See Gen. 24:14-15). Therefore, if it was a man carrying the pitcher of water, it would be easy to distinguish him. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a man…carrying a pitcher of water” It symbolizes that the Holy Spirit that provides the water of life will lead the hearts that seek the Lord to the place where they could have communion with the Lord.  

Luke. 22:11 “Then you shall say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, ‘Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?’”


YLT: “and ye shall say to the master of the house, The Teacher saith to thee, Where is the guest-chamber where the passover with my disciples I may eat?”
Literal Meaning: “the master of the house” according to the research of the Bible scholars, “the master of the house” might be the father or mother of the author of the Gospel of Mark. However, the Bible did not directly show us who it was, indicating that we had to know that everything was arranged by God and God Himself had prepared the Passover. 
“Where is the guest room” Please note that “the guest room” here and “the inn” in the time of the birth of the Lord Jesus (See 2:7) are the same word in the original. The world does not have a room for the Lord. However, in the hearts of those who believe in Him and love Him, there is a large, furnished upper room (See v.12). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord, the lord of all, can dominate everything to work for Him (See 19:30-35; Matt. 17:27).

2) The Lord had prepared for Himself many people who loved and served Him (See Rom. 11:4) in secret, so we should not see the outward appearance of things but trust the Lord absolutely------He Himself must have prepared everything. 

3) The master of the house prepared “the Passover” for the Lord. Today, the leading brothers also prepare the “feast of the Lord” for the Lord. The owner of the feast is the Lord Jesus, so we do not have the right to refuse to allow believers to be assembled to break bread (i.e. the so-called Holy Communion). 

Luke. 22:12 “Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.’”


YLT: “and he shall show you a large upper room furnished, there make ready;’”
Literal Meaning: “a large, furnished upper room” it might be the upper chamber where the disciples, about a hundred and twenty, were gathered to pray before the day of Pentecost (See Acts. 1:13-15). It was called “the house of Mark” afterwards. 

Luke. 22:13 “So they went and found it just as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover.”


YLT: “and they, having gone away, found as he hath said to them, and they made ready the passover.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “So they went and found it just as He had said to them.” The Lord’s word is faithful and is not Yes and No (See 2Cor. 1:19-20).

2) “So they went and found it just as He had said to them.” The Lord certainly has secretly prepared everything that He has clearly instructed to men. This is the confidence by which we serve the Lord. 

3) As long as we obey the Lord’s “commandments”, we can enjoy Him as “the Passover”------the spiritual provision of life. 

Luke. 22:14 “When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him.”


YLT: “And when the hour come, he reclined (at meat), and the twelve apostles with him,”
Spiritual Meaning: the Lord “sat down” with the disciples, symbolizing that the Lord had fellowship with the disciples and shared Himself with them (See 1Cor. 10:16-22).

Luke. 22:15 “Then He said to them, ‘With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;”


YLT: “and he said unto them, ‘With desire I did desire to eat this passover with you before my suffering,”

Literal Meaning: “With fervent desire” The original text shows the strong and fervent desire. The Lord Jesus expressed that how urgent He was to have fellowship with those who are of Him. 


Spiritual Meaning: the Lord Jesus connected His suffering with the Feast of the Passover, implying that the crucified Christ was the Lamb of the Passover (See 1Cor. 5:7) who had been sacrificed for us so as to take away the sin of the world (See John. 1:29). 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lamb of the Passover typifies Christ, in like manner, all the ceremonies of the Old Testament are the shadow of Christ (See Col. 2:16-17). Christ is the reality and meaning of all sacred things. 

Luke. 22:16 “for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’”


YLT: “for I say to you, that no more may I eat of it till it may be fulfilled in the reign of God.’”

Literal Meaning: “until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God” The words show that there will be abundant, real and everlasting feast in the kingdom of God for both God and men to enjoy (See v.30). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the Lord no longer drinks with us in the flesh, He will share the unlimited and abundant blessings with us in the eternal age. Therefore we break the bread, drink the cup today, and they are only a foretaste of the feast of “the kingdom of God”. The blessing (feast) we enjoy will never cease in the eternal age. 

2) The hope of our breaking the bread and drinking the cup is to drink new with the Lord in the kingdom of God the Father. The way for believers to enter into the kingdom and enjoy the blessings forever is to have habitual fellowship with Christ’s death on the cross today------through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22).

Luke. 22:17 “Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves;”


YLT: “And having taken a cup, having given thanks, he said, ‘Take this and divide to yourselves,”

The Background: according to the Jewish customs of the Passover, they took the cup for four times. They ate bitter herbs before the unleavened bread and also passed the cup to each other to drink the wine and this cup symbolized “the cup of pain”. When they ate the unleavened bread and mutton, they passed the cup to each other again and this cup symbolized “the cup of blessing”. 


Spiritual Meaning: “cup” symbolizes the “portion” that we deserve before God. In Adam, what a sinner deserves is “the cup of God’s wrath” (See Rev. 14:10). However, the Lord Jesus had drunk that cup on the cross for us (See John. 18:11). Therefore the nature of the cup had changed from “the cup of pain” to “the cup of blessing” (See 1Cor. 10:16; Ps. 23:5). The blood of the Lord shed on the cross made the sins of those who believe in Him be remitted. All blessing of God and even Himself become the portion of our cup (See Ps. 16:5). Therefore it is called “the cup of salvation” (See Ps. 116:13).

  Believers share the cup of salvation, showing that it is the communion of the blood of Christ (See 1Cor. 10:16), i.e. partaking in the fellowship of the blood of Christ.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The curse endured He, the blessing enjoy we.” He bore the punishment of sins for us and made us enjoy the good blessing. 

2)
“He took the cup and gave thanks.” The Lord received the cross with thanksgiving, which was different from our usual complaints in similar situations.

Luke. 22:18 “for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’”


YLT: “for I say to you that I may not drink of the produce of the vine till the reign of God may come.’”
Luke. 22:19 “And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’”


YLT: “And having taken bread, having given thanks, he brake and gave to them, saying, ‘This is my body, that for you is being given, this do ye to remembrance of me.’”

The Background: in the Feast of the Passover, it was customary for the householder to break the bread. When breaking the bread, the householder took the bread in his hand and said, “This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors had eaten in Egypt”------“the bread in the hand” represented “the bread of that day”. 


Literal Meaning: “And He took bread, gave thanks” V.19 and v.20 should be another paragraph. The Lord here transformed the Feast into the Supper of the Lord (See 1Cor. 11:23-27).

“This is My body” Here “this is” refers to “this represents” or “this means”. 

  “Which is given for you” The Lord predicted that He would be sacrificed for all believers. 


Spiritual Meaning: “bread” symbolizes the body of the Lord Jesus. “Broke it” symbolizes that His body was broken for us on the cross. 

  Concerning the spiritual meaning of the bread and the cup, there are following several different kinds of opinions in Christianity in the two thousand years: 

  1) The “Transubstantiation” of the Roman Catholic Church: they held that after thanks the bread and the cup change into the body and blood of Christ. 

  2) The “Consubstantiation” of Luther, Martin: he held that after thanks Christ hides and exists in the constitution of the bread and the cup. 

  3) The “Dynamic Presence” of Calvin: he held that after thanks, there are spiritual power and blessing in the bread and the cup and men could obtain them only through eating the bread and drinking the cup. 

  4) The “Symbolic” of Zwingli: he held that after thanks, the bread and the cup are only the symbolic signs. The faith, love and hope in believers are stirred up through eating the bread, drinking the cup and remembering the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ was “broken” for us and delivered His holy life to us so that we are able to share His life by this, thus becoming a mysterious body of Christ (See 1Cor. 12:17, 27). 

2)
The Lord gives Himself to us and what do we give to Him? 

3) Since it is the communion of the blood of Christ and the body of Christ (See 1Cor. 10:16-17), we should be bound up with each other and take care of each other (See 1Cor. 12:12-27). 

Luke. 22:20 “Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”


YLT: “In like manner, also, the cup after the supping, saying, ‘This cup [is] the new covenant in my blood, that for you is being poured forth.”

Literal Meaning: “This cup is the new covenant in My blood” “Covenant” refers to contract or will. The Lord meant that His blood which is shed for us is the proof to set up the New Testament (See Heb. 9:14-15). 

  “Which is shed for you” The word “you” represent “all believers of the New Testament”.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The body of the Lord which is broken for us and His blood which is shed for us become the proof of the new covenant------the crucified Christ is the foundation of all blessing of the New Testament. 

2) Believers break the bread and drink the cup to announce the death of the Lord. We do so in remembrance of Him (See 1Cor. 11:24-26). 

Luke. 22:21 “But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table.”


YLT: “`But, lo, the hand of him delivering me up [is] with me on the table,”
The Background: According to customs at that time, when someone had dinner with others, it indicated that he was stating, “you are my friend and I will never do anything that hurts you.” 

Literal Meaning: “the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table.” The Lord said so for the purpose of expecting that Judas could pull back before it was too late and He did not want to see him perish. Actually, the council could also take Jesus without the help of Judas and they merely wanted to find an “opportunity” when the multitudes were absent.
Please note that according to the Gospel of John, Judas who betrayed the Lord had left the room and gone out (See John. 13:30) after the Lord dipped the morsel to him in the Feast (v.15-18) and it took place before the Lord set the Supper in v.19-20. Here Luke went back and recorded the dialogue of the Feast and he did not record it according to the order of time. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord obviously knew that Judas was about to betray Him. But He still sat and ate with him, showing that how tolerant and merciful He was. 

2) Today in the church, those with whom we have the closest fellowship may become drastic opponents.

Luke. 22:22 “And truly the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!’”


YLT: “and indeed the Son of Man doth go according to what hath been determined; but wo to that man through whom he is being delivered up.’”
Literal Meaning: “And truly the Son of Man goes as it has been determined” “It has been determined” refers to the plan that God has determined in the eternal age, i.e. the way of redemption. The prophecies in the book of Psalm chapter 22 and the book of Isaiah chapter 53 may possibly rise in the mind of the Lord Jesus at that time. 
“But woe to that man by whom He is betrayed” Though the death of the Lord Jesus has been determined by God, Judas could not shirk his own responsibility because he was utilized by the devil willingly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God can use positive man to fulfill His will and He can also use negative man (Judas) to facilitate His will. However, we would rather be “vessels” made by firewood than the firewood which were used to make vessels. 

2) What the Lord is concerned about is not His own safety but the soul of the one who betrayed Him. 

3) The significance of men’s life lies in Christ. If we do not love Christ wholeheartedly, or even betray Christ for the sake of benefits------no matter it is worldly or earthly, or spiritual or heavenly. How meaningless such life is and how miserable and vain the end is! It is truly that “woe to that man”.  

Luke. 22:23 “Then they began to question among themselves, which of them it was who would do this thing.”


YLT: “And they began to reason among themselves, who then of them it may be, who is about to do this thing.”
Luke. 22:24 “Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest.”


YLT: “And there happened also a strife among them who of them is accounted to be greater.”

Literal Meaning: “now there was also a dispute among them” is translated as “there happened also a strife among them” in the original. The “also” shows that their dispute was caused by their argument about the order of seats. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Not only the world dispute which of them should be the greatest but also this trouble happened among Believers in the church. 

2) The inclination to be the greatest is of the life of the old Adam. Only when men live in the spiritual life of the new man could they solve this problem. 

Luke. 22:25 “And He said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors.'”


YLT: “And he said to them, ‘The kings of the nations do exercise lordship over them, and those exercising authority upon them are called benefactors;”

The Background: “benefactors” are used by the rulers in the Middle East or Rome to proclaim themselves. The common people vote and give the title “benefactors” to the rulers in order to show the honor of the kings. However, their names always fall short of the reality. 


Literal Meaning: “those who exercise authority over them are called ‘benefactors’” The kings of the Gentiles are imperious and brutal. However, they still hope that the people call them “benefactors”.


Enlightenment in the Word: in the earthly kingdom, all positions are set so as to exercise authority over others. The spirit of the world loves to be the greatest and reign and dominate others. 

Luke. 22:26 “But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.”


YLT: “but ye [are] not so, but he who is greater among you let him be as the younger; and he who is leading, as he who is ministering;”

Literal Meaning: “But not so among you” It does not mean that believers should not respect the authority on the earth, but that believers should have different view towards the spiritual authority. 

  “On the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger” “Who is greatest” refers to being honorable than the common people. “The younger” should be inferior to the elder according to the convention. 

  “And he who governs as he who serves” “He who governs” refers to leaders. According to the convention, leaders should be served by others. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “But not so among you” Men in the world lust for high status to exercise authority over others. This spirit should never be infiltrated into the church. 

2) The way to “be greatest” in the church is totally different from that in the world. “He who governs” in the church does not exercise authority over others (v.25) but serves others. 

3) In the heavenly kingdom, all the positions are set to serve, look after, perfect and shepherd others (1Pet. 5:1-3, Acts. 20:28, Eph. 4:11).

4) Seriously speaking, in the kingdom (church), there is not difference in positions, but differences in gifts, administrations and operations (Rom. 12:4, 1Cor. 12:4-6). 

5) In the kingdom, the one who is greater may have less freedom. On the contrary, the more one humbles himself and suffers, the less the free will he has, the greater he will be manifested. 

Luke. 22:27 “For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.”


YLT: “for who is greater? he who is reclining (at meat), or he who is ministering? is it not he who is reclining (at meat)? and I I am in your midst as he who is ministering.”

Literal Meaning: “he who sits at the table” It shows the insight and view of the common people. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Yet I am among you as the One who serves.” it showed that the Lord did not just say it in vain------in demanding so He did not exclude Himself. The Lord set a good example with His conduct. The spiritual leaders in the church have to match their words with deeds.

2) “Yet I am among you as the One who serves.” Today the Lord, who is in us, still serves us day by day so that we could walk in the spiritual way. 

3) The Lord is the greatest, but He did not come to be served, but to serve and even gave His life to others (Pill. 2:8) so that many would be redeemed.

4) The greater one is, the easier it is for him to serve others. The younger one is, the more difficult it is for him to serve others. The youngest one may be unable to serve one person. The Lord is the infinite and therefore He could serve men without any limitation. 

5) We may think that we serve the Lord. But actually, it is the Lord that serves us. He whoever cannot enjoy the service of the Lord is unable to serve the Lord well. 

6) The Lord wanted us to learn from His example: do not mind status and serve men with whole heart. And our highest and greatest service is to let our “selves” be crucified. 

Luke. 22:28 “‘But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials.”


YLT: “`And ye ye are those who have remained with me in my temptations,”

Literal Meaning: “in My trials” It refers to His hard life and being detested and rejected by men that He had experienced from the time when the Lord Jesus was tempted by the devil to the time when He was crucified on the cross. 

Luke. 22:29 “And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me,”


YLT: “and I appoint to you, as my Father did appoint to me, a kingdom,”

Meaning of Words: “bestow”: appoint, dispose by compact. 


Literal Meaning: “And it bestow upon you a kingdom” “Kingdom” here specially indicates that during the kingdom of a thousand years, the overcoming saints partake in the reward of the kingdom (See Rev. 20:4-6).


Enlightenment in the Word: if indeed we suffer with Him (See v.28), that we may also be glorified together (Rom. 8:17).

Luke. 22:30 “that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”


YLT: “that ye may eat and may drink at my table, in my kingdom, and may sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’” 

Literal Meaning: “that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom” “Eating and drinking at the table” is the sign of rejoice and blessing. It refers to partaking in the enjoyment of the reward and preparation of God’s kingdom. 

  “And sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” “Sitting on the thrones” is the sign of reigning and gaining the glory. “Judging” not only refers to judging right and wrong but also means managing and dominating the people. “The twelve tribes of Israel” refers to the people of Israel in a narrow sense and all the people in a broad sense. 

When the Lord comes back, He brings in the kingdom of a thousand years. At that time, the Lord shall reign on the throne (Rev. 11:15) and thrones shall be given to the overcomers who have followed Him, including the twelve apostles who will judge Israel and the peoples (Rev. 20:4). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since God is righteous, He will never disregard our intention and deeds to leave all things to follow Him and we will gain reward assuredly. 

2) We are saved by God’s grace (Eph. 2:8) and we gain the reward of the kingdom by men’s deeds (Rev. 22:12). 

Luke. 22:31 “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.”


YLT: “And the Lord said, `Simon, Simon, lo, the Adversary did ask you for himself to sift as the wheat,”

The Background: “a sifter” is a kind of tool which is used to separate the wheat and other things. One puts the wheat which has not been sifted (including chaff and sand) in the sifter and holds the two edges of the sifter with two hands. And he sifts the sifter up and down and all around so that the chaff and sand would leak from the apertures of the sifter and the wheat still stays in the sifter. 


Literal Meaning: “Satan has asked for you” means that “Satan has asked to gain you”. It is allowed to tempt those who are of God (See Job. 1:12; 2:6). 

  “That he may sift you as wheat.” The “sift” here does not refer to the positive function of sifting away the useless things. The procedure of the upheaval of sifting the wheat is used to describe how Satan uses violent ways to lure and tempt disciples by gain or threaten and attack disciples by threats and disasters in order to make their faith fail. In sum, the sifting denotes the great test. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Obviously the Lord did not ask God to remove the temptation because temptations are the inevitable phenomenon in the world and He did not cease the sifting of the wheat. Though the temptations are unavoidable, there will be the merciful hand of the Mighty God. 

2) There is no doubt that all that we encounter is arranged by God. However, many attacks are from Satan. 

3) The Lord Jesus wants to remove the chaff with fan (See 3:17) and Satan wants to sift away the wheat. 

Luke. 22:32 “But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.’”


YLT: “and I besought for thee, that thy faith may not fail; and thou, when thou didst turn, strengthen thy brethren.’”

Literal Meaning: “and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren” “Have returned” does not mean being saved, but standing up again after falling. 

  The Lord predicted that Peter would become the leader of all disciples again after Peter had fallen (See John 21:15-17; Acts. 2:14). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The aim that the Lord “prayed” for us is not to let us be delivered from the test but that “our faith should not fail” in the test.

2) The reason why believers could hold fast faith is that the Lord makes intercession for us (See Heb. 7:25). If we feel that we are weak in faith, please remember that the Lord is praying for us. 

3) It is the Lord that has “prayed” for us to strengthen us and “make our faith not fail” so that we could “return…strengthen brethren”. When Satan is sifting us, we do need the intercession of the Lord. 

4) Many times, God allows us to experience some dreadful and urgent things in order to see whether our faith weakens in the test. The true faith won’t be weakened at all. 

5) Christians, you should pay attention to your faith because only faith could make you receive the blessing from above. One could not make one gain something from the throne of God through prayer unless he prays by faith. Faith is the wire which connects the heaven and the earth. By faith we could convey our request to God and God could communicate His answer of love with us. 

6) Will you be defeated by Satan today? We could hide us behind the back of the Lord by faith. Without faith, we cannot call upon God. Faith is the only way to reach unto the heaven and if this way is blocked up, how could we have communion with God? Faith enables us to contact with the heaven. 

7) Faith enables us to put on the power of Jehovah. Faith enables “God to be for us” (Rom. 8:31). Faith enables us to consume the power of the Hades and bruise the head of the serpent and the dragon. Oh, how miserable our states would be without faith! And therefore, Christians, we should pay attention to our faith. “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes” (Mark. 9:23). 

8) Tests try our characters and make us be exposed before others. It’s better for us to find out our weakness today than to regret before the judgment-seat that day. Since He has not held back the tests, He must pray for us and He asks that our faith should not fail at least. 
Luke. 22:33 “But he said to Him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.’”


YLT: “And he said to him, `Sir, with thee I am ready both to prison and to death to go;’”

Literal Meaning: Peter did have the willingness to die with the Lord together, however, he did not know his weakness and he said the irresponsible words. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The self-confidence is the root of the failure of believers (See v.34) because self-confidence makes us be neglectful in taking precautions. 

2) Many times, the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Therefore we should watch and pray (See Mark. 14:38).

3) “One is unable to do what he wants very much to do.”------one still cannot do something if he only has willingness and does not have power; believers should never work by the flesh. 

Luke. 22:34 “Then He said, I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know Me.’”


YLT: “and he said, ‘I say to thee, Peter, a cock shall not crow to-day, before thrice thou mayest disown knowing me.’”

Literal Meaning: “I tell you, Peter” “Peter” means “stone”. The Lord called him with this meaning name with the purpose of reminding him that the reason why one could stand does not lie in that he is stronger than others but the Lord Himself. 

  “The rooster shall not crow this day” means before the depth of tonight (See Mark. 13:35). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Environment is the best tool of God to manifest our “selves”; sometimes the Lord arranges for us some dark environment (“the rooster shall not crow this day”) and permits us to experience frustrations and stumble (“you will deny three times that you know Me”) in order to make us know ourselves. 

2) The experience of failure is still advantageous to us------it makes us no longer trust in ourselves but fully in Him (See 2Cor. 1:9).

Luke. 22:35 “And He said to them, ‘When I sent you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack anything?’ So they said, ‘Nothing.’”


YLT: “And he said to them, `When I sent you without bag, and scrip, and sandals, did ye lack anything?’ and they said, ‘Nothing.’”

Meaning of Words: “knapsack”: it is used to keep foods. 


Literal Meaning: “without money bag, knapsack” “Money bag” denotes the preparation of money and “bag” refers to the preparation of bread. The Lord has ordained to those that announce to the glad tidings to live of the glad tidings (1Cor. 9:14). Therefore workers of the Lord, being sent out by the Lord to work among God’s people, should not superfluously prepare for the daily necessities.

  “Without sandals” It does not indicate that they do not have sandals but that they do not have the extra sandals. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s sending and presence ensure the need of the workers of the Lord. 

2) The principle of the life of the Lord’s workers is neither to prepare, nor to plan, nor to consider for themselves, but to prove in him that God is able to feed us and He takes the responsibility for us all. 

3) Workers of the Lord should have faith towards God and should not trust on the uncertainty of riches, but in the God who affords us all things richly for enjoyment (1Tim. 6:17). 

4) Those who serve the Lord should not be distracted by material enjoyment on earth. Having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these (1Tim. 6:8). 

Luke. 22:36 “Then He said to them, ‘But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.”


YLT: “Then said he to them, ‘But, now, he who is having a bag, let him take [it] up, and in like manner also a scrip; and he who is not having, let him sell his garment, and buy a sword,”

The Background: “and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one” At that time, men have the sword on the journey just as they have the money bag and knapsack. 


Literal Meaning: “But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack” “Now” shows that the times are different: 1) The conditions of the disciples are different------they have experienced the provision of the Lord; 2) the environments are different------the attitudes of men who they would contact have changed; 3) the tasks are different------the disciples will preach the glad tidings to the Gentiles. 

  “And he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.” The Lord Jesus did not encourage His disciples to resort to violence. He used the metaphor to show the hardships and dangers of the current situation and encouraged them to learn to defend themselves. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the money bag and the knapsack” shows their determination of self-supporting. Those who go forth for the sake of the Lord’s name take nothing from the Gentiles (3John. 7). 

  “And he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.” This sentence includes the following hidden meanings: 

  a. The sword symbolizes the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Eph. 6:17). Selling the garment and buying the sword means that one does not rely on his works but the word of the Lord. 

  b. The sword symbolizes the power of the authority (See Rom. 13:4). Selling the garment and buying the sword means that one does not rely on his own dignity but the authority that God has established.  

  c. The sword symbolizes the power of self-defense. Selling the garment and buying the sword means that one should learn to not maintain men’s face and should know how to beware of men (See Matt. 10:16-17).

  d. According to the literal meaning, the sword is used to defend the wild animals on the road. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) After believers have learnt how to live a faithful life by relying on the Lord (See v.35), they could still live a faithful life with the money bag and knapsack. 

2) When dealing with the world, believers should see through all devices of Satan (2Cor. 2:11) and the silly loses do not have any spiritual value. However, if we know that it is the will of God, we should not withdraw even though we clearly know that it is a trap. 

3) Believers should not suffer the useless loses or be hurt by others. However, we should not make others suffer loses to hurt them. 

Luke. 22:37 “For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.' For the things concerning Me have an end.’”


YLT: “for I say to you, that yet this that hath been written it behoveth to be fulfilled in me: And with lawless ones he was reckoned, for also the things concerning me have an end.’”

Literal Meaning: “And He was numbered with the transgressors” This sentence is quoted from Is. 53:12. 

Luke. 22:38 “So they said, ‘Lord, look, here are two swords.’ And He said to them, ‘It is enough.’”


YLT: “And they said, `Sir, lo, here [are] two swords;’ and he said to them, `It is sufficient.’”

Literal Meaning: “Look, here are two swords” The disciples misunderstood the Lord and they thought that they could defend themselves and the Lord with “two swords”. 

  “And He said to them, ‘It is enough’” It does not mean that the two swords are enough and it means that the Lord was misunderstood by them and therefore the talk was ceased and the Lord did not speak any more (See Deut. 3:26).

Luke. 22:39 “Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him.”


YLT: “And having gone forth, he went on, according to custom, to the mount of the Olives, and his disciples also followed him,”

The Background: “He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed” There was a garden of olive on the hillside of the Mount Olives and it was called “Gethsemane”. It was on the other side of the valley of Kidron which was about one point two kilometer away from the city wall of Jerusalem. Jesus often restored with His disciples in that garden (See John. 18:1-2). It was said that the garden was the possession of the household of Mark. 

Spiritual Meaning: the prayer of the Lord Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane typified that He was pressed and tortured alone there (the meaning of Gethsemane in the original) and spread the oil (which typifies the Holy Spirit) to be our Comforter (See John. 7:39; 16:7).

Luke. 22:40 “When He came to the place, He said to them, ‘Pray that you may not enter into temptation.’”


YLT: “and having come to the place, he said to them, `Pray ye not to enter into temptation.’”

Literal Meaning: “When He came to the place”: they came to the garden of Gethsemane. 

  “You may not enter into temptation” Temptation refers to the serious test which may lead to the failure of faith. Please note that this sentence does not indicate that prayer enables us to overcome temptation but that prayer keeps us away from falling into temptation. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The only way to avoid the temptation of Satan is to “pray”.

2) We deal with the attacks of the enemy by praying instead of “two swords” (v.38).

Luke. 22:41 “And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and prayed,”


YLT: “And he was withdrawn from them, as it were a stone’s cast, and having fallen on the knees he was praying,”


Enlightenment in the Word: The Lord’s disciples were unable to watch with Him and share the suffering because of their weakness. However, the Lord did not force them to pray with Him and He departed from them and prayed alone. This shows that though the corporate prayer is important, sometimes the individual prayer, on the contrary, touches the feeling of God more. 
Luke. 22:42 “saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.’”


YLT: “saying, ‘Father, if Thou be counselling to make this cup pass from me ; but, not my will, but Thine be done.’”

Spiritual Meaning: “take this cup away from Me” “cup” means suffering and death (See 10:38). “This cup” is the cup of God’s wrath (See Rev. 14:10) and originally it is the portion that we deserve. However, God sent the Lord Jesus to the earth so as to let Him replace us to drink this cup, i.e. letting Him bear sins and die on the cross. Therefore the cup also denotes the death of the cross. 

  The Lord there touched the heart of God the Father in order to make sure whether there is another way besides “the death of the cross” to fulfill God’s will. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Father” The Lord’s cry shows that all our environments and misfortune are measured to us by God the Father and He never treats us badly without reason. 

2) “Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” The key for the Lord to overcome is to fully obey the will of the Father. 

3) Without the obedience in the garden of Gethsemane, there won’t be the death of the cross in Golgotha. Obedience should be before the cross. 

4) God’s will to believers is to let us deny ourselves, take up our crosses and follow the Lord (See 9:23). 
Luke. 22:43 “Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him.”


YLT: “And there appeared to him a messenger from heaven strengthening him;”

Literal Meaning: here the angel ministered to Him (See Mark. 1:13) because Jesus was still restrained and limited by the flesh in His humanity and He needed the service of the angel (See Heb. 1:14). 

Luke. 22:44 “And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”


YLT: “and having been in agony, he was more earnestly praying, and his sweat became, as it were, great drops of blood falling upon the ground.”

Literal Meaning: “And being in agony” The Lord Jesus is both God and man. In His humanity, He was a man subject to like passions as we are (See James. 5:17) and therefore He would weep and be troubled (See John. 11:33, 35). However, the reason why the Lord was distressed is not the fear of death but that He feared to be forsaken by God because of bearing our sins (See Mark. 15:34). 

  “Then His sweat became like great drops of blood” It may describe that the Lord Jesus was extremely painful and He sweated painfully as if He shed blood. It may also indicate that He shed the sweat and blood. When men are under extreme pain and pressure, the blood capillaries would burst and the blood would seep through the skin and shed with sweat. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true experience of the cross is to make one’s soul suffer agony in order to obey the will of God.

2) The Lord Jesus still obeyed the will of the Father when He was in agony. It shows the principle of the cross: one does not face the difficulty firmly by the fleshly bravery when he is strong; one still chooses the will of God the Father when he is extremely weak and hard and it seems that it has been beyond his ability. And therefore we should not lose our faithfulness towards the Lord on the excuse of “our weakness”.  

3) The Lord Himself has suffered being tempted and therefore He is able to be touched with the feeling of our infirmities (See Heb. 2:18; 4:15). 

Luke. 22:45 “When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow.”


YLT: “And having risen up from the prayer, having come unto the disciples, he found them sleeping from the sorrow,”

Literal Meaning: “He found them sleeping from sorrow” The reason why they slept was sorrow and the lack of prayer and therefore the Lord asked them to rise and pray (See v.46).


Enlightenment in the Word: after the Lord has prayed, He came to “His disciples”. At that moment, He suffered the greatest pain, however, He was still concerned about the disciples. What His bowels! 
Luke. 22:46 “Then He said to them, ‘Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation.’”


YLT: “and he said to them, ‘Why do ye sleep? having risen, pray that ye may not enter into  temptation.’”
Luke. 22:47 “And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him.”


YLT: “And while he is speaking, lo, a multitude, and he who is called Judas, one of the twelve, was coming before them, and he came nigh to Jesus to kiss him,”

Literal Meaning: “behold, a multitude” These men include soldiers and officers (See John. 18:3), besides the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders (See v.52). 

“And he who was called Judas, one of the twelve” Judas was usually called “one of the twelve” in the Bible (See v.3). 

  “To kiss Him” In the Jewish society, “kiss” is the common way for the disciples to greet their teacher (rabbi). 

Luke. 22:48 “But Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’”


YLT: “and Jesus said to him, `Judas, with a kiss the Son of Man dost thou deliver up?’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) According to the customs of the Jews, “kiss” was an expression of intimacy and honor. Unexpectedly, it was used as a secret sign of betraying the Lord. Many intimate expressions and sweat words are horrible and may even “betray” us. 

2) Some leaders of the church like to be flattered by praise of his followers, however, they will be harmed seriously by flatterers sooner or later.

Luke. 22:49 “When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, ‘Lord, shall we strike with the sword?’”


YLT: “And those about him, having seen what was about to be, said to him, `Sir, shall we smite with a sword?’”
Luke. 22:50 “And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear.”


YLT: “And a certain one of them smote the servant of the chief priest, and took off his right ear,”

Literal Meaning: “one of them” This man was Peter (See John. 18:10). 

  “The servant of the high priest” The name of this man was Malchus (See John. 18:10).


Spiritual Meaning: “sword” symbolizes the fleshly weapon (See 2Cor. 10:4).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who do not know the meaning of the cross always use the fleshly hand and the fleshly “sword” to attempt to protect the Lord and the things of the Lord. It is not only useless but also harmful. 

2) The fleshly weapons could cut off one’s “ear” at most and contrarily make men not hear the word of God. 

Luke. 22:51 “But Jesus answered and said, ‘Permit even this.’ And He touched his ear and healed him.”


YLT: “and Jesus answering said, `Suffer ye thus far,’ and having touched his ear, he healed him.”

Literal Meaning: “permit even this” means that “permit them to take Me”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Permit even this” The Lord was not “unable” to save Himself but that He was unwilling to disobey the will of God and force God to protect Him.  

2) The Lord would rather not use any way to protect Himself for the accomplishment of the will of God the Father. It shows that what matters is not the peace and smoothness of things but whether things could be accomplished according to the will of God. 
Luke. 22:52 “Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had come to Him, ‘Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs?”


YLT: “And Jesus said to those having come upon him chief priests, and magistrates of the temple, and elders `As upon a robber have ye come forth, with swords and sticks?”

Literal Meaning: “Have you come out, as against a robber with swords and clubs?” The words of the Lord exposed the unrighteousness of religious believers on one hand, on the other He also pointed out that He will be crucified with “robbers” (See Matt. 27:38). The word that “He was numbered with the transgressors” is fulfilled (See Is. 53:12). 


Enlightenment in the Word: the way of the word is “with swords and clubs”. However, our wrestle is not against the flesh and blood (See Eph. 6:12). And therefore he whoever wants to use the fleshly weapons has fallen in the worldly principle. Others probably think that they win but actually they suffer a crushing defeat. 

Luke. 22:53 “When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.’”


YLT: “while daily I was with you in the temple, ye did stretch forth no hands against me; but this is your hour and the power of the darkness.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When men are presumptuous, it is the time of “the power of darkness”.

2) When the Lord was taken, “the darkness” was “in power”. When the Lord was released, the darkness is cleared up. Therefore if we want to clear up the power of the darkness and be filled with the light of God, we have to let the Lord have all the positions and let Him be freely released. Otherwise, the darkness must be in power wherever Christ is restrained and detained. 

Luke. 22:54 “Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the high priest's house. But Peter followed at a distance.”


YLT: “And having taken him, they led and brought him to the house of the chief priest. And Peter was following afar off,”

Literal Meaning: “they led Him and brought Him into the high priest’s house” The one was Caiaphas the high priest (See Matt. 26:57-58).

Spiritual Meaning: “they led Him and brought Him into the high priest’s house” It fulfills that the Lord Himself is the Lamb of the Passover and before He was sacrificed, He must be sent to the priests to be looked on and identified that whether He is the one without blemish and then He can be sacrificed unto God (See Exod. 12:5; Deut. 17:1). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus did not know sin and was made be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (See 2Cor. 5:21). 
2) He whoever follows the Lord by natural strength all “follow Him at a distance” and finally his real condition will be manifested when being forced by the environment. 

3) Today many believers seem to follow the Lord apparently. However, they actually “follow Jesus at a distance”, keep a distance, look on the situation and get ready to abandon the Lord and flee at any moment.

Luke. 22:55 “Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.”


YLT: “and they having kindled a fire in the midst of the court, and having sat down together, Peter was sitting in the midst of them,”
Literal Meaning: “now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard” “They” refers to the servants of the high priest, and there might be security guarders who kept the order of the Holy Temple. The “courtyard” refers to the outdoor yard with buildings around. 

Luke. 22:56 “And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, ‘This man was also with Him.’”


YLT: “and a certain maid having seen him sitting at the light, and having earnestly looked at him, she said, ‘And this one was with him!’”

Literal Meaning: “a certain servant girl” indicates one of the maids in the house of the high priest (See John. 18:17).
Spiritual Meaning: “as he sat by the fire” it symbolizes that Peter could not bear the darkness and chillness of both the environment and the mental state, and therefore he came to seek the warmness of men and the world. However, neither the earthly fire warmed his spirit, nor the flame enlightened his conscience (See v.57-60). 

Luke. 22:57 “But he denied Him, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know Him.’”


YLT: “and he disowned him, saying, `Woman, I have not known him.’”
Enlightenment in the Word: Peter, who thought he was strong and loved the Lord (See v.33), could not even bear a sentence of a weak servant girl. Wherefore let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (See 1Cor. 10:12).  
Luke. 22:58 “And after a little while another saw him and said, ‘You also are of them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I am not!’”


YLT: “And after a little, another having seen him, said, `And thou art of them!` and Peter said, `Man, I am not.’”
Luke. 22:59 “Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, ‘Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.’”


YLT: “And one hour, as it were, having intervened, a certain other was confidently affirming, saying, ‘Of a truth this one also was with him, for he is also a Galilean;’”
The Background: “for he is a Galilean” The Galileans spoke Aramaic and they had a strong accent of Galilean, which was notably different from that of men in the land of Judah. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord Jesus was questioned that “whether He is the Son of God Christ”, He answered openly that He “is” (See v.70). When Peter was questioned “surely this fellow also was with Him”, he denied the fact three times for the sake of his own gain. What a strong comparison! Shall we bear strong witness of Christ like the Lord who is willing to sacrifice his own gain?

2) The Lord did not debate for Himself, though He is true. However, Peter debated again and again, for he was false. Concerning true things, it is clear even though there is no debate. As regards false things, the more they are debated, the more obviously the Galilean “speech” is shown.

3) When men accused the Lord, He did not defend Himself at all. The truth shall be manifested naturally. However, the more Peter defended himself, the sooner he was exposed. When men misunderstand us, the best way is not defending ourselves but prayer.

4) One’s habitual practices, words and deeds throughout many years will naturally show the true state in him. And it is hard for him to disguise himself. 

5)
God arranges our environment and makes us be tried again and again. The trial becomes hasher and harsher until we fully realize our weakness and no longer rely on ourselves.

Luke. 22:60 “But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are saying!’ Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed.”


YLT: “and Peter said, `Man, I have not known what thou sayest;’ and presently, while he is speaking, a cock crew.”
Luke. 22:61 “And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’”


YLT: “And the Lord having turned did look on Peter, and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he said to him ‘Before a cock shall crow, thou mayest disown me thrice;’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord, through the crows of the rooster, reminded Peter that he owed Him. We should notice that whether the Lord has spoken to us to remind us that we owe Him or we are unfaithful to Him through our experience or environment around. 

2) The Lord’s words are the tool of Him to purify and renew us. As long as we have His words and let them work in us, though we may fail, we shall not be in darkness long without awareness. 

Luke. 22:62 “So Peter went out and wept bitterly.”


YLT: “and Peter having gone without, wept bitterly.”

Enlightenment in the Word: Believers may unavoidably fail or be offended. What’s the most important is that we should learn to know the word of the Lord (“remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him”) in the failing experience or environment (“crows of the rooster”) and be touched by the word of the Lord and feel broken and contrite from heart (“he went out and wept bitterly”). In this way, we can continue to go forth in the Lord.

Luke. 22:63 “Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat Him.”


YLT: “And the men who were holding Jesus were mocking him, beating [him];”
Luke. 22:64 “And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face and asked Him, saying, ‘Prophesy! Who is the one who struck You?’”


YLT: “and having blindfolded him, they were striking him on the face, and were questioning him, saying, `Prophesy who he is who smote thee?’”

Literal Meaning: “they struck Him on the face and asked Him, saying, ‘Prophesy!’” means “you tell us who is the one who struck You?”


Enlightenment in the Word: these words and deeds of religious believers completely expose their base, low, unreasonable and evil nature. At the same time, we could see that the Lord was willing to be humiliated in order to save us. Should not we be moved and go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach (See Heb. 13:13). 

Luke. 22:65 “And many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him.”


YLT: “and many other things, speaking evilly, they spake in regard to him.”
Luke. 22:66 “As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying,”


YLT: “And when it became day there was gathered together the eldership of the people, chief priests also, and scribes, and they led him up to their own sanhedrim,”
The Background: “council” The Jewish Sanhedrin was the supreme governing office of the Jews and the high priest was the chairman. In the age of Jesus, the Sanhedrin was the council of seventy-one members which was comprised of the high priest, the elders and scribes. The number of twenty-three is the effective and legal number of people. 


Literal Meaning: “As soon as it was day…and led Him into their council” According to the regulations, the council did not have the legal position to judge at night. The official condemnation could only be made when the council judged in the day. 

Luke. 22:67 “‘If You are the Christ, tell us.’ But He said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will by no means believe.”


YLT: “saying, `If thou be the Christ, tell us.’ And he said to them, `If I may tell you, ye will not believe;”

Literal Meaning: “If You are the Christ, tell us.” “Christ” is Greek and it is the Hebrew word “the Messiah”.  

Luke. 22:68 “And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go.”


YLT: “and if I also question [you], ye will not answer me or send me away;”
Luke. 22:69 “Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God.’”


YLT: “henceforth, there shall be the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of the power of God.’”
Literal Meaning: “hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God” “The Son of Man” is the position and identity of the incarnated Lord. The Lord presented Himself as the Son of Man in His answer because He suffered pain in Humanity, and He also overcame in the position of man, arose from the dead, was carried up into heaven and will come again.

Luke. 22:70 “Then they all said, ‘Are You then the Son of God?’ So He said to them, ‘You rightly say that I am.’”


YLT: “And they all said, `Thou, then, art the Son of God?’ and he said unto them, `Ye say [it], because I am;’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When men brought false charge against Him, He kept silent. Only when He was asked whether He is the Son of God, He had to declare His identity because He came into the world with the aim of bearing witness to the Son of Man. 

2) Christ is “the Son of God”. This is the most fundamental witness of Christians and we should hold fast this witness. If we only make a concession, all truth will become in vain. 

3) To other things, we should hold the tolerant and yielding attitude. However, we should never make a concession on the witness of Jesus Christ and contrarily we should be strong and of a good courage and we should not make a compromise at all. 

4) We should learn from the apostle Paul who determined not to know any thing, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified (1Cor. 2:2). 

Luke. 22:71 “And they said, ‘What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.’”


YLT: “and they said, `What need yet have we of testimony? for we ourselves did hear [it] from his mouth.’”

The Background: “What further testimony do we need?” In the Judaic judicial procedure, the witness is in charge of accusation. 


Literal Meaning: Note that that the high priest and others condemned the Lord Jesus was not for the reason that He “is” the Son of God but that He “testified” that He is the Son of God. They did not want to prove whether He is the Son of God at all. They only desired to find an excuse for condemnation.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Religionists dispute the words and names with others (See Acts. 18:15; 2Tim. 2:14) and yet neglect the spiritual reality, that the Son of God was condemned to death by them.

2) The members of the council purposed to take away Jesus. It was not because they cared about the things of God but the words and deeds of Jesus strictly threatened the rights and interests of the council. Today, if any person or group puts their own interest in a place higher than that of the will of God, they will play the role of those who kill the Lord. 

3) Who first condemns the Lord to death was not the political power of the Gentiles but men of Judaism-----the elect of God. If believers do not have God’s revelation, even those who are fervent in serving the Lord may do things that hurt the Lord seriously. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Men’s Different Reactions to Christ Who Was about to Be Crucified 

I. The chief priests and the scribes------they sought how they might kill Him (v.1-2).

II. Judas------he conferred with the chief priests and others, how he might betray Jesus to them (v.3-6).

III. A anonymous owner of the house------he prepared the Feast of the Passover for the Lord (v.7-13). 

The Signs of the Suffering of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. The Lamb of the Passover------the Son of Man the Savior was killed for men (v.7).

II. The Feast of the Passover------He was killed and became the enjoyment of those who believe in Him (v.15).

III. The bread------it symbolizes that His body was given for us (v.19).

IV. The cup------it symbolizes the new covenant in His blood, which is shed for us (v.20). 

The Lord’s Desk (i.e. the So-called Eucharist)

I. Its typification in the narrow sense: 

  A. The bread------the body of the Lord was given for us (v.19).

  B. The cup------the blood of the Lord was shed for us (v.20).

II. Its typification in the broad sense (See 1Cor. 10:16-17): 

  A. The bread------all believers partake in the body of Christ through “eating” the bread. 

  B. The cup------all believers partake in the blessing of Christ through “drinking” the cup. 

The Knowledge that One should Have to Enjoy the Supper of the Lord

I. The Lord prepares it Himself (v.7-13).

II. The Lord sits with those who believe in Him (v.14-15).

III. It is the typification of the feast in the kingdom of God (v.16-18).

IV. The Lord becomes our enjoyment in His body and blood (v.19-20).

V. It is fulfilled by God’s predestinated plan and man’s (Judas) sin (v.21-23).

VI. Those who sit down should be humble to each other and serve each other (v.24-27).

VII. Those who sit down should hope in the reward in the kingdom of God (v.28-30). 

The Knowledge and Attitude that Believers Should Have When Facing Dangerous Environment

I. The root of difficulties------Satan has asked for us, that it may sift us as wheat (v.31).

II. The support in the difficulties------the Lord has prayed for us (v.32a).

III. The strength in the difficulties------the holding fast of faith (v.32b).

IV. The experience in the difficulties------it could be helpful to strength our brothers in the future (v.32c).

V. Lessons in difficulties: 

  A. One knows that the natural self is unworthy to be relied on (v.33-34). 

  B. One knows that the Lord is responsible for all our provisions (v.35). 

VI. The preparations one should have in facing the difficulties:  

  A. One should make preparations for life and work------have the money bag and knapsack (v.36a).

  B. One should learn to defend himself------sell the garment and buy the sword (v.36b).

  C. One should have the heavenly wisdom------know the will of God through rhema and the Lord’s words in season (v.37-38).

  D. One should pray that he may not enter into temptation (v.39-40).

  E. One should put down his own will and only seek the accomplishment of the will of God (v.41-42).

  F. One should pray earnestly and then he could receive the heavenly help (v.43-44).

  G. One should watch in prayer that he may not sleep (v.45-46).

Lessons Learnt from Peter

I. The failure of Peter: 

  A. He did not know himself and thought that he was strong (v.33).

  B. He cannot watch and pray with the Lord and slept (v.45; See Mark. 14:37).

  C. He used the fleshly weapon to cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant (v.50; See John. 18:10).

  D. He followed at a distance (v.54b)------keep the distance. 

  E. He sat by the fire (v.56b)------rely on the warmness of the world and men. 

  F. He was unable to undergo the question of a certain servant girl (v.56-57)------he cannot undergo a little test. 

  G. He exposed the Galilean speech (v.59; See Matt. 26:73)------he exposed himself. 

II. The return of Peter: 

  A. The Lord has prayed for him that his faith should not fail (v.32).

  B. The Lord predicted his failure (v.34). 

  C. The Lord encouraged him to rise and pray, that he may not enter into temptation (v.40, 46). 

  D. The Lord picked up the pieces------healed the ear of the servant (v.51).

  E. The Lord used the environment to remind him------the crow of the rooster (v.60).

  F. The gaze of the Lord------the Lord turned and looked at Peter (v.61).

  G. He completely confessed his weakness and failure------he went out and wept bitterly (v.62). 

The Prayer of the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane (v.39-46)

I. The Lord Jesus was sorrowful alone------the disciples did not understand the suffering of the cross (the cup). 

II. The Lord Jesus prayed alone------the disciples were unable to watch and pray with Him because of their weakness. 

III. The Lord Jesus asked the relation between the cup and the will of God------He only sought the fulfillment of the will of God the Father. 

IV. The Lord Jesus prayed three times------until He clearly understood the will of God the Father. 

V. The Lord Jesus faced what was going to happen calmly and composedly------because He clearly knew the will of God the Father. 

The Tribulations of the Lord Jesus before the Suffering 

I. He was betrayed by the disciple who was with Him on the table (v.3-6, 21-22).

II. The disciples who sat with Him disputed that which of them would be the greatest (v.24). 

III. Peter did not know himself (v.33).

IV. The disciples could not understand what He had said (v.38).

V. He suffered agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (v.44).

VI. The disciples could not watch and pray with Him (v.45-46).

VII. He was arrested by the leaders of Judaism as against a robber (v.47-53).

VIII. He was denied before men by Peter three times (v.54-62).

IX. He was mocked and beaten by those who held Him (v.63-65).

X. He was judged and condemned by the council (v.66-71). 

The Comparison between the Lord Jesus and Peter

I. A certain servant girl said, "This man was also with Him." Peter denied Him (v.54-60)

II. The council said, "Are You then the Son of God?" So He said to them, "You rightly say that I am” (v.70). 

Luke Chapter Twenty-three
I. Content of the Chapter

The Son of Man the Savior’s being Judged, Crucifixion and Burial 

I. He was judged by Pilate for the first time (v.1-7).

II. He was judged by Herod (v.8-12).

III. He was judged by Pilate again and the condemnation was made (v.13-25).

IV. Simon bore the cross for Him and the women mourned and lamented Him (v.26-31).

V. He was hanged on the cross with two criminals (v.32-43).

VI. The scene of His death (v.44-49).

VII. He was buried in a new tomb (v.50-56).
II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 23:1 “Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate.”


YLT: “And having risen, the whole multitude of them did lead him to Pilate,”

The Background: at that time, the Jews were under the dominion of the Roman Empire and they were given limited autonomy. It was not lawful for the council to put any one to death except the Gentiles who rushed presumptuously into the inner courtyard (See John. 18:31).

“Pilate” was the fifth governor in the land of Judea posted by the Roman Empire from 26 to 36 A.D. His administrative headquarter was set in Samaria and he also had the official mansions in Jerusalem. During the Feast of the Passover, the Jews in all parts of the world were gathered in Jerusalem. Pilate would also come to the city of Jerusalem to guard against disturbance or rebellion which might take place at any time. According to the description of the Jewish Historian Joseph, Pilate was a stubborn and marble person.

Literal Meaning: “then the whole multitude of them arose” “the whole multitude of them” refer to the members of the Judaic council because the people had not been gathered at that time. 

It had been the morning on Friday (See 22:66). It was illegal for the council to hold a meeting at night. Therefore they held a meeting purposely in the morning and condemned the death of Jesus officially (See Mark. 14:64) and immediately led Him to the Roman governor. 

“Led Him to Pilate” In order to “put Him to death” (See Mark. 14:55), the council had to deliver Him to Pilate the governor and let him condemn Jesus and put Him to death according to the law of the Roman Empire.

Luke. 23:2 “And they began to accuse Him, saying, ‘We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.’”


YLT: “and began to accuse him, saying, ‘This one we found perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying himself to be Christ a king.’”

Meaning of Words: “pervert”: agitate, distort, mislead. 


Literal Meaning: “we found this fellow perverting the nation” means that He colluded with rioters. 

  “And forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar” means that He resisted the government decree. 

  “Saying that He Himself is Christ, a King” means that He rebelled against the government publicly. 

  Please note that the Judaic council condemned Him to death for His calling Himself “the Son of God” (See 22:70-71; Mark. 14:64). However, the Roman governor usually did not ask about the religious disputes of the Jews and therefore the council did not accuse Jesus of the religious charge and the council brought a false political charge against Him. If Jesus called Himself “a king of the Jews”, it means that He was against the Roman Government and committed the rebellion. The Jewish religious leaders fabricated the groundless sin with the purpose of killing the Lord Jesus and it completely shows their hypocrisy and deceit in religion. 

Luke. 23:3 “Then Pilate asked Him, saying, ‘Are You the King of the Jews?’ He answered him and said, ‘It is as you say.’”


YLT: “And Pilate questioned him, saying, `Thou art the king of the Jews?’ and he answering him, said, `Thou dost say [it].’”

Literal Meaning: “Are You the King of the Jews?” Pilate condemned Jesus to death for the reason of “the King of the Jews” later (See v.38).

  “He answered him and said, ‘It is as you say.’” “It is as you say” is the strong affirmation. Though Jesus acknowledged that He is the King, He said that His kingdom was not of the world (See John. 18:33-38). And therefore Pilate did not think that He committed the rebellion and declared that he found no fault in Him again and again (See v.4, 14, 22).

Luke. 23:4 “So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, ‘I find no fault in this Man.’”


YLT: “And Pilate said unto the chief priests, and the multitude, `I find no fault in this man;’” 

Literal Meaning: “I find no fault in this Man” means that he declared that Jesus did not commit any political crime.


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John. 1:29). And therefore such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners (Heb. 7:26). 

Luke. 23:5 “But they were the more fierce, saying, ‘He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.’”


YLT: “and they were the more urgent, saying `He doth stir up the people, teaching throughout the whole of Judea having begun from Galilee unto this place.’”

Literal Meaning: “throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place” From this sentence we could know that “throughout all Judea” includes the districts of Galilee and Jerusalem. 

  In this verse they accused Jesus of stirring up the people and rising in rebellion throughout all Judea. 

Luke. 23:6 “When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean.”


YLT: “And Pilate having heard of Galilee, questioned if the man is a Galilean,"

Literal Meaning: “he asked if the Man were a Galilean” This question was caused by “beginning from Galilee” in the previous verse. 

Luke. 23:7 “And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.”


YLT: “and having known that he is from the jurisdiction of Herod, he sent him back unto Herod, he being also in Jerusalem in those days.”

The Background: the area of Galilee and Villa were also under the control of Herod Antipas. 


Literal Meaning: “he sent Him to Herod” According to the position and authority of Pilate, he did not need to send Jesus to Herod the king. He did so and it was only a diplomatic way to please the other party (See v.12). Probably, Pilate may not want to deal with this groundless case (See v.14; Matt. 27:18-19).

  “Who was also in Jerusalem at that time.” “At that time” was the period of the Passover (See 22:1). It is said that Herod the Great, the father of Herod, joined the Jewish nationality and therefore he went to Jerusalem for the feast from Tiberias. 

Luke. 23:8 “Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.”


YLT: “And Herod having seen Jesus did rejoice exceedingly, for he was wishing for a long [time] to see him, because of hearing many things about him, and he was hoping some sign to see done by him,”

Literal Meaning: “for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him.” Herod had not met Jesus, however, he heard of all that was done by Jesus (See 9:7-9) and he said that he would kill Him (See 13:31). 

  “And he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.” Herod may mean that since He did miracle to save others and couldn’t He do miracle to save Himself? 


Enlightenment in the Word: Herod “hoped to see some miracle done by Him”. But the Lord disregarded him (See v.9). If we have the intention of “seeing miracle” in the spiritual pursuit------unusual feeling, vision that could be seen by eyes and etc, we will have neither part nor lot in “Christ crucified” (See 1Cor. 1:22-23).

Luke. 23:9 “Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing.”


YLT: “and was questioning him in many words, and he answered him nothing.”

Meaning of Words: “many”: competent, ample. 


The Background: according to the Roman law at that time, if the defendant did not defend for himself, he would be condemned. 


Literal Meaning: “but He answered him nothing” It fulfills the words in Is. 53:7. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Once one is disregarded by the Lord (“he answered him nothing”) and He gives him up, it is the most dreadful thing (See Rom. 1:26, 28). 

2) Who, when He was reviled, did not revile again; when He suffered, he did not threaten; but committed Himself to God that judges righteously (See 1Pet. 2:23). This is the example of the Lord for us. 
3) If one clearly knows the will and guidance of God and commits himself unto God, he will have rest in God and have no defense for himself in any difficult circumstance. 

4) Believers should bridle their tongues and do not say meaningless words, as it becomes saints. 

Luke. 23:10 “And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him.”


YLT: “And the chief priests and the scribes stood vehemently accusing him,”

Meaning of Words: “vehemently”: intensely, mightily. 

Luke. 23:11 “Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate.”


YLT: “and Herod with his soldiers having set him at nought, and having mocked, having put around him gorgeous apparel, did send him back to Pilate,”

Meaning of Words: “contempt”: despise, least esteemed, set at nought; “gorgeous”: brilliant, bright, light, white. 


Literal Meaning: “Herod, with his men of war” “his men of war” refers to the members of the guard of the king instead of the soldiers of the Roman Army. 

  “Treated Him with contempt and mocked Him” Probably Herod was enraged by the attitude of the Lord Jesus that “He answered with him nothing” (See v.9). However, he found no fault in Him (See v.15) and he had to mock Him so as to give vent to his anger. 

  “Arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe.” “Gorgeous” is used to describe the clothing of the rich (See James. 2:2) and angels (See Acts. 10:30; Rev. 15:6; 19:8).

  “And sent Him back to Pilate.” This behavior shows that Herod admitted that He was sinless. 

Luke. 23:12 “That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other.”


YLT: “and both Pilate and Herod became friends on that day with one another, for they were before at enmity between themselves.”

Literal Meaning: the reason why “previously they had been at enmity with each other” may be that Pilate had killed Galileans and had mingled their blood with their sacrifice (See 13:1), thus violating the royalty of Herod. 

  “That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other.” The “sending” and “sending back” probably expressed their esteem to each other and they honored each other. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world usually becomes friends because they are all hostile to Christ (e.g. the antitheists get united to oppose Christianity). However, this kind of men shall be judged by God (See Rev. 16:2-11).

2) The devil could persuade wicked persons to set aside their enmity in order to do evil (See Mark. 12:13; Ps. 83:5-7). However, Christians couldn’t keep the worldly friendship in order to do good. 

3) The coming of Christ has two-sided aims (See 2:14): making men have peace------“Pilate and Herod became friends”; glorifying God ------“he glorified God” (v.47).

Luke. 23:13 “Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people,”


YLT: “And Pilate having called together the chief priests, and the rulers, and the people,”

Meaning of Words: “called together”: convoke; “rulers”: leaders, magistrates. 

Luke. 23:14 “said to them, ‘You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him;”


YLT: “said unto them, ‘Ye brought to me this man as perverting the people, and lo, I before you having examined, found in this man no fault in those things ye bring forward against him;”

Literal Meaning: “having examined Him in your presence” “in your presence” is stressed in the original, showing that they knew that Pilate had examined this case thoroughly. 

Luke. 23:15 “no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him.”


YLT: “no, nor yet Herod, for I sent you back unto him, and lo, nothing worthy of death is having been done by him;”

Literal Meaning: “neither did Herod” It shows that Herod who was familiar with the Jewish Law and custom did not find fault in Him. 

Luke. 23:16 “I will therefore chastise Him and release Him’”


YLT: “having chastised, therefore, I will release him,’”

Literal Meaning: “I will therefore chastise Him” “Chastise” does not show the degrees of seriousness of the punishment in the original and therefore it could be “beaten slightly” or “whipped seriously”.

Luke. 23:17 “(for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast).”


YLT: “for it was necessary for him to release to them one at every feast,”

Literal Meaning: this was the special convention of “amnesty” at that time with the purpose of showing the kindness of the rulers.
Luke. 23:18 “And they all cried out at once, saying, ‘Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas’--”


YLT: “and they cried out the whole multitude saying, ‘Away with this one, and release to us Barabbas,’”

Literal Meaning: probably the crowd thought that Jesus was condemned by the council and no longer conformed to the image of “the Messiah” in their hearts. However, Barabbas who was thrown into prison for a certain rebellion (See v.19) was contrarily shown as a national hero. Therefore, the people had this request.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have been “released” because the Lord had been crucified for us. If Jesus was not destroyed, Barabbas would not be released. Thank God, since the Lord Jesus was destroyed for us, we, the sinners (Barabbas), could be released.

2) Since man had inherited sin from the father the devil, all of us became servants of sin (See John. 8:34), and would die in our sins (See John. 8:21, 24). However, Jesus the Son of God the Father in heaven came to “release” us and we became really free (See John. 8:36).

3) Religionists would rather ask for the murder and robber (See John. 18:40) than ask for the Lord Jesus, thus exposing the darkness of religion. Today, many zealous religionists (including the extreme Christians) often disregard morality and do not have witness in life.

4) The slogan of the cross is that “away with this man!” The cross is to “get rid of” our old creation so that the new creation could have more position in us. 

5) The first and foremost aim of the cross is to “get rid of” our constitution that has been judged to death by God. God’s salvation brings men to zero and lets His life become more and more abundant. 
Luke. 23:19 “who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder.”


YLT: “who had been, because of a certain sedition made in the city, and murder, cast into prison.”

Meaning of Words: “Barabbas”: son of father, son of Abba; “rebellion”: revolt;


Literal Meaning: “Barabbas”, this man might be a leader of the Canaanite, which was a Jewish revolutionary organization. He was cast into prison for having committed a murder in a revolt (See v.25).


Spiritual Meaning: “Barabbas” typifies that sinners were of their father the devil which was a murderer from the beginning and was a liar, and the father of it (John. 8:44).
Luke. 23:20 “Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them.”


YLT: “Pilate again then wishing to release Jesus called to them,”

Meaning of Words: “wish”: intend, desire; “call out”: address, cause, summon. 

Luke. 23:21 “But they shouted, saying, ‘Crucify Him, crucify Him!’”


YLT: “but they were calling out, saying, `Crucify, crucify him.’”

The Background: the “Crucifixion” was the cruel torture used by the Roman Empire to punish serious criminals at that time. Only those who were of the most heinous guilt, such as robbers, murderers, arsonists, betrayers of a country and etc., should be executed by crucifixion. Moreover, the Roman citizens would not be tortured by such torture.


Literal Meaning: “crucify Him!”------It fulfilled the prophecy that the Lord had said previously (See Matt. 20:19; 26:2). 

Luke. 23:22 “Then he said to them the third time, ‘Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.’”


YLT: “And he a third time said unto them, `Why, what evil did he? no cause of death did I find in him; having chastised him, then, I will release [him].’”

Literal Meaning: “what evil has He done?” The governor asked this question at the end of the judgment, showing that he could not inquire any sin of the Lord and admitted He was innocent. Pilate held that He was the “innocent man” all the time (See Matt.27:24; Mark. 15:5, 9, 12; John 18:38; 19:4, 6, 12). 


Enlightenment in the Word: Pilate declared three times that he could not find fault in the Lord Jesus (See v.4, 14), showing that He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us (2Cor. 5:21) in order to redeem sinners. 

Luke. 23:23 “But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.”


YLT: “And they were pressing with loud voices asking him to be crucified, and their voices, and those of the chief priests, were prevailing,”

The Background: “that He be crucified” it is said that when the Jews killed the lamb of the Passover in old days, they tied the four limbs of the lamb on the wooden framework of the cross and let it shed its blood and be dried up unto death. Therefore the Lord was “crucified”, thus fulfilling that He was the type of the lamb of the Passover (See Is. 53:7-8; 1Cor. 5:7; John. 1:29). The cruel torture of the cross was only used for a short time around the time when the Lord Jesus was on the world in the history of the Roman Empire. It seemed that it was specially arranged by God for the fulfillment of the prophecy and typifications of the Old Testament (See Num. 21:8-9; Deut. 21:23; Acts. 13:29; Gal. 3:13).


Literal Meaning: “And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.” It means that Pilate surrendered to the demonstration of all the people and ignored the truth and conscience in order to take his rights, interests and position into consideration. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Pilate is indeed a typical politician. On one hand he shirked his responsibility------“he sent Him to Herod” (v.7) and on the other he took the opinion of all the people into consideration------“the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed”. If we want to be witnesses of Christ, we should learn a lesson from him. 

2) If the voices of the flesh “prevail” in the church, Christ will suffer grievance innocently. And therefore we should try our best to open our mouth to bear witness to Christ so that the voice of Christ would be as the sound of many waters (Rev.1:15) that would overcome every voice of the flesh and Christ would have all the positions in the church. 

Luke. 23:24 “So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested.”


YLT: “and Pilate gave judgment for their request being done,”

Literal Meaning: Pilate’s giving such sentence fully exposes the darkness and corruption of politics. 

Luke. 23:25 “And he released to them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will.”


YLT: “and he released him who because of sedition and murder hath been cast into the prison, whom they were asking, and Jesus he gave up to their will.”

Literal Meaning: “to their will”: let the Lord Jesus be crucified according to their will (See v.23). It not only fulfilled the Lord’s own word concerning how He should die (See Matt. 20:19) but also fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament (See Deut. 21:23; Num. 21:8-9; Gal. 3:13). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The deeds of Pilate are the typical representative of the world (especially politicians)------they confuse what is right, ignore the truth and only try to please the people. 

2) Many leaders of the Christianity often would rather sacrifice the principle of the truth and adopt expediency in order to gratify the crowd, and however it makes our Lord undergo loss. 

3) Pilate disobeyed his conscience and sacrificed the Lord Jesus for the purpose of gratifying the crowd. It was a great warning! We shall never run counter to our conscience and sacrifice the Lord Jesus that we believe for the sake of gratifying the world.

4) If we want to be strong to the end to bear witness of Christ, we cannot often make everyone glad. If we seek to please men only, we are not bondmen of Christ (Gal. 1:10).

5) Thank the Lord. Since He was “delivered”, the condemned prisoners like us were “released”. What the salvation!

Luke. 23:26 “Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.”


YLT: “And as they led him away, having taken hold on Simon, a certain Cyrenian, coming from the field, they put on him the cross, to bear [it] behind Jesus.”

Literal Meaning: “a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian.”------ “Cyrenian” was the name of a place in North Africa; “Simon” was a Jewish name. He might be a Jewish who lived in Cyrene (See Acts. 11:20; 13:1) and he specially came to Jerusalem to the feast. 

“And they laid hold of a certain man”. It indicates forcing men to serve by threatening ways.
“And on him they laid the cross that he might bear it”, the cross was often taken by the prisoner himself. Probably, Jesus was too weak to bear the cross at that time. 

Spiritual Meaning: “he might bear it after Jesus”: to have communion with His suffering and to fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in the flesh (See Col. 1:24).  
Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The whole family of Simon of Cyrenian was saved because he took the cross of the Lord (See Rom. 16:13). Believers “were laid on” the cross under the sovereignty of God, however, the “being laid on” is the way of being blessed.  

2) “Being laid on”, it means going against our interests, natural feelings and etc. However, many precious spiritual lessons are usually hidden in many things we dislike. 

3) Whoever partakes in the cross of Christ, he will partake in the salvation of Christ. 

Luke. 23:27 “And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him.”


YLT: “And there was following him a great multitude of the people, and of women, who also were beating themselves and lamenting him,”

Meaning of Words: “mourn”: beat the breast, the expression of grief; “lament”: bewail, mourn. 

Luke. 23:28 “But Jesus, turning to them, said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.”


YLT: “and Jesus having turned unto them, said, `Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but for yourselves weep ye, and for your children;”

Literal Meaning: “Daughters of Jerusalem” “daughters” means “inhabitants”. 

  “But weep for yourselves and for your children” It means that they themselves and their children shall suffer greater tribulation. 


Enlightenment in the Word: every time we see the Lord on the cross, we should remember our sins------“weep for yourselves and for your children’------because of the Lord on the cross and weep for ourselves and repent and turn to the Lord. 

Luke. 23:29 “For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!'”


YLT: “for, lo, days do come, in which they shall say, Happy the barren, and wombs that did not bare, and paps that did not give suck;”

The Background: in ancient times, the Jewish women regarded that they were blessed to bear children and the barren would be regarded as unfortunate. 


Literal Meaning: “For indeed the days are coming” indicate the days of the desolation of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (See 21:20-24). At that time, those who did not have children suffered less tribulation than those who had children and therefore they were blessed contrarily (See Matt. 24:19; Mark. 13:17).

Luke. 23:30 “Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’”


YLT: “then they shall begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us, and to the hills, Cover us;”

Literal Meaning: men prefer to die in a moment in order to free themselves because they could not suffer the continuous tribulation (See Hos. 10:8; Rev. 6:16).  

Luke. 23:31 “For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?’”


YLT: “for, if in the green tree they do these things in the dry what may happen?’”

Literal Meaning: this verse may be a proverb at that time and the Lord Jesus stated this in order to mean that: “the green wood” should not be burnt and now it is burnt------the sinless Jesus should not suffer the death and now He was sentenced to death by the Roman regime. “The dry” should be burnt------the Jews who had been condemned by the Roman regime because of the rebellion (including the common Jews who had been involved because of the rebellion) shall suffer more in future. The Lord Jesus said in prophecy that God will execute the judgment to the Jews when women mourned Him because He was about to suffer death. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the green wood” symbolizes the Lord Jesus------He is living and full of life. 

  “The dry” symbolizes the Jews (especially those who are of the Jewish faith)------they lacked the juice of life and therefore they were dead. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus is a “green wood” and the juice of life is full in Him. The suffering of the cross just presses out His abundant juice and He becomes our provision. He whoever is joined unto the Lord and abides in Him shall bring forth much fruit (John. 15:5). 

2) Those who have erred concerning the faith are “the dry”------they are trees whose fruit withers, without fruit, twice dead (See Jude. 12).

Luke. 23:32 “There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.”


YLT: “And there were also others two evil-doers with him, to be put to death;”

Literal Meaning: “There were also two others, criminals” They may be the two thieves who were with Barabbas in the insurrection (See Matt. 27:38; Mark. 15:7, 27).

Luke. 23:33 “And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.”


YLT: “and when they came to the place that is called Skull, there they crucified him and the evil-doers, one on the right hand and one on the left.”

Meaning of Words: “Calvary” (Skull): the place to stack the skull.


Literal Meaning: “called Skull” It was said that the shape of this hill was like the skull of dead ones and thus there was the name. “Skull” is “Golgotha” in the Hebrew (See John. 19:17). It was called “Calvary” in KJV which was translated from Latin. The Lord Jesus was crucified there and had the same meaning with Golgotha.

  “There they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.” This sentence shows that: 

  a) The prophecy is fulfilled that “He was numbered with the transgressors” (See 22:37); 

b) He was on the tree with the position of a sinner and therefore He His own self bore our sins (See 1Pet. 2:24).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The natural mind and old concepts of us are “the skulls of dead ones”. We should crucify them in “Skull” and never let them stir up trouble.

2) Christ crucified is the center of mankind and all and He will draw all to Him (See John. 12:32).

3) Men’s fates depend on Christ crucified. If one receives Him, he will be saved and have eternal life; if one refuses Him, he will perish and enter the everlasting fire. 

4) He, on the cross, destroyed, through death, him that had the power of death, that is, the devil and deliver them (i.e. robbers) who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (See Heb. 2:14-15).

Luke. 23:34 “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.’ And they divided His garments and cast lots.”


YLT: “And Jesus said, `Father, forgive them, for they have not known what they do;’ and parting his garments they cast a lot.”

The Background: “and they divided His garments and cast lots” According to the Roman tradition, the belongings of those who were put to death belonged to those who carried out the death sentence.  


Literal Meaning: “Father, forgive them” “Them” were the Jews and Romans who put Him to death. 

  “They divided His garments and cast lots.” It fulfilled the prophecy in Ps. 22:18. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Father, forgive them.” The Lord Jesus made intercessions for the enemy. It not only shows His tolerance and forgiveness but also shows that He makes intercessions according to His achievement that He had bore the punishment for us. And therefore His intercessions are qualified and effective.  

2) The spirit of the cross of Christ shows the infinite forgiveness to men------“Father, forgive them”. Today He is in heavens and makes intercessions for us (Heb. 7:26). And therefore we should not lose heart or faint and let us come boldly unto the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16).

3) “Father, forgive them.” Believers in whom is filled with the spirit of Christ do not have grudge and complaint towards others. 

4) “For they do not know what they do.” Many religionists persecute Christians and think that they render service to God (See John. 16:2). They do not know what they do. 

5) The world usually stresses on good works of the Lord Jesus (“divided His garments”) and is unwilling to receive the life of Christ (they crucified Him).

6) Believers always attend to trifles and neglect the essentials. They are fervent in searching the Bible, however, they are unwilling to come to the Lord to have life (See John. 5:39-40). 

Luke. 23:35 “And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.’”


YLT: “And the people were standing, looking on, and the rulers also were sneering with them, saying, ‘Others he saved, let him save himself, if this be the Christ, the choice one of God.’”

Literal Meaning: “let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.” It shows men’s natural religious concept and they think that God will deliver the one in whom God delights from the outward harm and suffering. 

  The Lord Jesus was mocked by three groups of people------the people, rulers and the criminal who was hanged (See v.39). The key of the mockery is that if He is Christ (the Messiah), He should have the power to save Himself and God won’t at least sit by and watch Him be crucified unto death. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s will is to achieve His plan of salvation through the death of the cross. Those who are held by God in His will always “save others and themselves they cannot save”. And only those who do not save themselves are able to save others. If He saves Himself, He could not save us. 

2) Those who really have the power would be able restrain themselves contrarily. The unbridled ones who walk as they please are manifested that they are weak and powerless.  

3) The death of the cross is the way to resurrection------supply life through death------if death works in us, life will work in others (See 2Cor. 4:11-12). 

4) The cross is to deny oneself (See 8:34) and therefore the meaning of the cross is to save others and not save oneself; he whoever is self-centered needs to receive the dealing of the cross.

Luke. 23:36 “The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine,”


YLT: “And mocking him also were the soldiers, coming near and offering vinegar to him,”

Literal Meaning: “offering Him sour wine” This behavior of the soldiers shows their mockery (See Matt. 27:47-49). “Sour wine” refers to sour wine mingled with gall (See Matt. 27:34) and it has the function of narcosis. Once man drinks it, he would be like one who had took the anesthetic which could release the pain (See Pro. 31:6-7). However, the Lord did not take it (See Mark. 15:23), showing that He was willing to bear the punishment of sins unto death (See Ps. 69:21).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus bore the suffering of the cross Himself and refused any help or comfort from men. Those who truly take up the cross never seek any help or comfort besides God. 

2) He who feels painful in themselves and needs comfort of others is not the one who takes up the cross. 

3) The Lord Himself had tasted the suffering for us, so He is able to be touched with our feelings (See Heb. 4:15).

Luke. 23:37 “and saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.’”


YLT: “and saying, ‘If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.’”

Literal Meaning: “If You are the King of the Jews” “You” is stressed in the original. 

Luke. 23:38 “And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”


YLT: “And there was also a superscription written over him, in letters of Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’”

Literal Meaning: “And an inscription also was written over Him” “An inscription” refers to the one on which the sins were written. 

  “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS” In the sight of men, the inscription was ironic to the Lord as well as the Jews (See John. 19:21). It also indicated that He was crucified exactly for this cause.


Spiritual Meaning: according to the old scripture and the records of the Gospel of John, the inscription was written in Hebrew, Greek and Latin (See John. 19:20). Hebrew represents the religion, Latin represents the politics and Greek represents the culture. These symbolize that the Lord Jesus was rejected by the union of the religion, the politics and the culture. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The life of king can only be manifested through the death of the cross.

2) Men in the world become the king by attacking cities or seizing lands, but believers reign in life (See Rom 5:17) by the death of the cross. 

Luke. 23:39 “Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, ‘If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.’”


YLT: “And one of the evil-doers who were hanged, was speaking evil of him, saying, `If thou be the Christ, save thyself and us.’”

Literal Meaning: “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.” It shows that they he did not know the principle of God and he thought that Christ could walk as He pleases (See John. 8:28). We should know that the Lord Jesus did not come down from the cross and this is the clear proof that He is Christ------the Son of God (See Rom. 1:4). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though believers are the children of God, God still does not always deliver us from sufferings. The apostle Paul deeply pleased God, but Paul suffered much more than us. 

2) Natural men do not know the spiritual principle. The greatest power of the spiritual is to control and restrict themselves. Those who are truly of spirit can do all things through Christ who strengthens them (See Pill. 4:13). However, they do not do many things because they seek the profit of others, but not their own profit (See 1Cor. 10:23-24, 33). 

3) It is the manifestation of the Son of God that He does not do what He is “able to do” (See John. 5:19, 30; 8:28). Moreover, those who truly believe in God not only believe that God will do something for them but also believe that God always does not do something for them. The greatest faith is to commit oneself unto God and believe that whether God does something or not depends on God Himself, and we shall merely thanks God for His goodwill (See Matt. 11:25-27; 1Thess. 5:18).

Luke. 23:40 “But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?”


YLT: “And the other answering, was rebuking him, saying, `Dost thou not even fear God, that thou art in the same judgment?”

Meaning of Words: “answering”: respond; “condemnation”: judgment. 


Literal Meaning: “but the other, answering” “The other” criminal may also mock the Lord at first (See Matt. 27:44; Mark. 15:32) and later he was lightened by the Lord and confessed his sins and repented because of the Lord’s words and attitude on the cross. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The effect of the cross would make the scorner fears God. 

2) Concerning the two who are on the two sides of Jesus Christ, one is saved and the other perishes. Which side do you stand on concerning the cross?
Luke. 23:41 “And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.’”


YLT: “and we indeed righteously, for things worthy of what we did we receive back, but this one did nothing out of place;’”

Meaning of Words: “wrong”: improper, out of place. 


Literal Meaning: “for we receive the due reward of our deeds” It is to confess his sins, implying his repentance. 

Luke. 23:42 “Then he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.’”


YLT: “and he said to Jesus, `Remember me, lord, when thou mayest come in thy reign;‘”

Literal Meaning: “then he said to Jesus, ‘Lord’” It is written in the old scriptures that “he said to Jesus, ‘the Lord’”. 

  “When You come into Your kingdom.” It is written in some old scriptures that “when You come in Your kingdom”.

  The prayer of this robber was short, but it has the profound meaning. It shows that: 

  a) Though the body dies, the soul still exists. 

  b) Death does not end all things. There is judgment after death (Heb. 9:27).

  c) Though the Lord Jesus suffered death, He shall rise and be taken into the heaven and reign in the kingdom. 

  d) After the Lord has gained the kingdom, He will come back. 

  e) If men repent, they could partake in His kingdom. 

  f) Men’s prayers will be remembered by the Lord. 

Luke. 23:43 “And Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”


YLT: “and Jesus said to him, ‘Verily I say to thee, To-day with me thou shalt be in the paradise.’”

Meaning of Words: “Paradise”: a park, place of future happiness (it is Persian and later it is changed into Greek). 


Literal Meaning: “today you will be with Me in Paradise.” “Paradise” is the place where souls of men stay temporarily after their death and they will rest there, waiting the coming of the time of their being raised and raptured (please see the notes in 16:23).

  The word of the Lord Jesus in this verse reveals several important truths: 

  a) One’s being saved does not depend on good works (See Eph. 2:9) because this robber did not have any chance to do good. 

  b) One’s being saved does not depend on baptism because he did not have any chance to be baptized. 

  c) One’s being saved depends on one’s repenting and believing and calling upon the name of the Lord (See Rom. 10:9-13).

  d) Men still have the chance to be saved before death and one shall be saved the moment he believes in the Lord. 

  e) Believers shall be with Christ after they depart (See Pill. 1:23).

Luke. 23:44 “Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.”


YLT: “And it was, as it were, the sixth hour, and darkness came over all the land till the ninth hour,”

Literal Meaning: “about the sixth hour…until the ninth hour”: from twelve o’clock at noon to three o’clock in the afternoon. 

The Lord Jesus was crucified at the third hour (nine o’clock in the morning) (See Mark. 15:25) and therefore there were six hours from the third hour to the ninth hour (three o’clock in the afternoon). In the first three hours, He suffered the pain of being persecuted and being mocked by men. In the next three hours, He suffered the pain of being judged and being forsaken by God. 


Spiritual Meaning: “there was darkness over all the earth” “Darkness” symbolizes that God hid His face from Him and forsook Him. The Lord Jesus was forsaken by God because He bore sins of men. It showed how horrible the sins that He bore were. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) May all the believers realize the horribleness of sins and preciousness of the presence of God. 

2) “There was darkness over all the earth.”------It showed our sin, sins and all dark and negative things were judged and dealt with by God with the Lord on the cross. 

Luke. 23:45 “Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two.”


YLT: “and the sun was darkened, and the vail of the sanctuary was rent in the midst,”

The Background: the veil of the temple is the veil of inner layer dividing the holy place and the most holy (See Exod. 26:33). In the times of the Old Testament, no one could enter the most holy, except for the high priest who entered in with blood through the veil once a year (See Heb. 9:7).

Literal Meaning: “then the sun was darkened” means “the sun did not shine”.

“And the veil of the temple was torn in two.” The veil in the temple, made of blue, and purple, and crimson, and fine linen (See 2Chron. 3:14), was very thick and firm and was difficult to be broken. No wonder that when the priests saw it, they felt it was far above the ordinary. There were even many priest believing the Lord (See Acts 6:7).
Spiritual Meaning: “the veil of the temple”, it typified the body of the Lord. “Was torn in two”, it typified that the body of the Lord was broken for us and therefore He opened a new and living way so that we could have boldness to enter into the holiest by Him and come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (See Heb. 10:19-20; 4:16). 
There was cherubim made on the veil (See Exod. 26:31), which typified the entire creature. When the veil was broken, the cherubim on it would also be broken at the same time, symbolizing the all-inclusive death of Christ------when Christ died, the entire old creature of us was also crucified with Him on the cross together (See Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:6).
Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christ is our way (See John. 14:6); only through Him are we able to come to God.

2) When the Lord breathed His last on the cross (v.46), the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, showing that the power of the cross would not be manifested until the experience of the cross had come to the height. Though we are often brought into the experience of the cross, we are unwilling to die until we have breathed the last. No wonder that the great power of the cross is difficult to be manifested sufficiently. 

Luke. 23:46 “And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, ‘Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit."' Having said this, He breathed His last.”


YLT: “and having cried with a loud voice, Jesus said, `Father, to Thy hands I commit my spirit;’ and these things having said, he breathed forth the spirit.”

Literal Meaning: “cried out with a loud voice” man was often totally exhausted and breathed his last in a coma without any voice when he was crucified on the cross. However, the Lord Jesus still had strength to cry out and it manifested that His death was distinct from the common people (See v.47).
  “Into Your hands I commit My spirit.” It is quoted from Ps. 31:5. 

  “He breathed His last.” Note that all the four Gospels do not mention that the Lord Jesus “died”, but that He breathed His last (See Matt. 27:50; Mark. 15:37), or “He yielded up His spirit” (See John. 19:30), showing that His death was not due to natural reasons or the exhaustion of strength, but was that He yielded up His spirit unto God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The life of the Lord was not taken by men. He laid down His life for the sheep willingly (See John. 10:15, 18).

2) The moment the Lord Jesus said that “Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit’”, He breathed His last and then He entered the rest. It tells us a spiritual principle: if we suffer pain and awkwardness, we should commit all unto God and then we could enjoy the rest of hearts. 

3) This verse reveals the spirit of Christ of the cross in two aspects: a) full commitment unto God------“Father, into Your hands”; b) full death towards Himself------“He breathed His last”.

Luke. 23:47 “So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, ‘Certainly this was a righteous Man!’”


YLT: “And the centurion having seen what was done, did glorify God, saying, ‘Really this man was righteous;’”

Literal Meaning: “centurion” was the officer who was present and supervised the soldiers executing the death penalty. Since he often saw the condition when those who were crucified breathing their last (See v.46 Literal Meaning), when he saw the unusual phenomenon of the Lord Jesus, he firmly believed that he was not a common person.

“Certainly this was a righteous Man!” The appellation “a righteous Man” (See Matt. 27:54; Mark. 15:39) is actually equal to “the Son of Man”. “A righteous Man” is the one who is close to God. Please note that not only the centurion said that He is a righteous man, but also Herod and Pilate (See v.14-15) and the robber who was hanged (See v.41) called Jesus the righteous man. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The centurion said that, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!” because he saw the testimony of Him who obeyed unto death. The true power of the gospel is here. 

2) The centurion represented the Gentile unbelievers. Since they saw the effect of the Lord’s death, they had to admit that, “Certainly this was a righteous Man.” The most effective way for believers to preach the glad tidings is to let others see the death of the Lord on us------to display the fact that the cross of Christ had done on us before others. 

Luke. 23:48 “And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and returned.”


YLT: “and all the multitudes who were come together to this sight, beholding the things that came to pass, smiting their breasts did turn back;”

Literal Meaning: “And the whole crowd who came together to that sight” refer to the multitudes who were against the Lord Jesus and the indifferent spectators. 

  “Beat their breasts and returned.” “Beat their breasts” denotes sorrow and regret. Obviously they were scared of the thing which they partook in and returned with regret. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord is not mocked. All those who mock the Lord shall “beat their breasts” and cry bitterly and regret deeply in their lifetime. 

Luke. 23:49 “But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.”


YLT: “and all his acquaintances stood afar off, and women who did follow him from Galilee, beholding these things.”

Literal Meaning: “all His acquaintances” are different from “the whole crowd” in the previous verse. 

  “And the women who followed Him from Galilee” The names of the women were all recorded in other Gospels in detail (See Matt. 27:56; Mark. 15:40; John. 19:25).

Luke. 23:50 “Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man.”


YLT: “And lo, a man, by name Joseph, being a counsellor, a man good and righteous,”

Literal Meaning: “there was a man named Joseph, a council member” “a council member” refers to his identity in the council. 

Luke. 23:51 “He had not consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God.”


YLT: “he was not consenting to their counsel and deed from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who also himself was expecting the reign of God,”

Literal Meaning: “He had not consented to their decision and deed.” It indicates that he did not agree to the condemnation of the council towards the Lord Jesus. 

  “He was from Arimthea, a city of the Jews.” “Arimathea” was a small town in mount Ephraim and was about twenty miles away from Jerusalem in the northwest.

  “Who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God.” Joseph, like Nicodemus, was a disciple of Jesus in secret (See John. 19:38-39). He was courageous to show his identity because he was moved by the love of the Lord who died for us on the cross (See v.52).


Enlightenment in the Word: the one who “is waiting for the kingdom of God” will certainly not “consent to their decision and deed” and will be upright and unyielding for the truth. Only the one who stands for the truth really “waits for the kingdom of God”. 

Luke. 23:52 “This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.”


YLT: “he, having gone near to Pilate, asked the body of Jesus,”
Luke. 23:53 “Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before.”


YLT: “and having taken it down, he wrapped it in fine linen, and placed it in a tomb hewn out, where no one was yet laid.”

Literal Meaning: “wrapped it in linen” means wrapping closely in the original. 

  “And laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock” This tomb was not hewn under the earth but hew out of the rock. This sentence also fulfills the words in Is. 53:9b. 


Spiritual Meaning: the tomb where the Lord was buried was originally hewn by Joseph for himself (See Matt. 27:60). And therefore in a sense, Joseph also buried himself. It typifies that the old men of believers had been crucified with the Lord Jesus and buried into death by baptism (See Rom. 6:3-6; Col. 2:12). Therefore the body in the tomb could also refer to the old men and old members of believers.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers are separated from the world by being buried with the Lord. 

2) “Wrapped it in linen” The life of believers should be clean, holy, gentle and even and believers should not let sin reign in the mortal body (See Rom. 6:12).

Luke. 23:54 “That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.”


YLT: “And the day was a preparation, and sabbath was approaching,”

Literal Meaning: the Sabbath was from six o’clock after the sunset of that day (Friday) to six o’clock after the sunset of the next day (Saturday). Since the Jews could not act or work on the Sabbath at will, they had to make preparations in the previous day, which was called “the Preparation Day”.

Luke. 23:55 “And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid.”


YLT: “and the women also who have come with him out of Galilee having followed after, beheld the tomb, and how his body was placed,”

Enlightenment in the Word: these women represented common and weak believers who are despised by others. They always followed and served the Lord quietly and when other disciples forsook the Lord and fled (See Mark. 14:50), they kept following the Lord until the cross, i.e. following the Lord until the death. Therefore they could bear witness of His death and resurrection (See Acts. 3:15). If we want to be the Lord’s witnesses, we have to follow Him until the death.  

Luke. 23:56 “Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.”


YLT: “and having turned back, they made ready spices and ointments, and on the sabbath, indeed, they rested, according to the command.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The savior the Lord Jesus accomplished the redemption for human beings and all. It is the true rest for all that are chosen by God and even the whole universe. 

2) If we die with Christ and are buried with Him (See Rom. 6:4), we shall be at rest and we shall no longer struggle and suffer pain. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Those Who Crucify the Lord 

I. Those who only cared for religious doctrines and did not care for the Savior Himself (v.1-5).

II. Those who played the trick and did not care for the justice (v.6-12).

III. Those who only feared to offend men and did not fear to sin against God (v.13-25).

IV. Those who were dastardly and despised the rights of men (v.26).

V. Those who only considered the things at present and did not know the future (v.27-31).

VI. Those who committed sins and did evil and did not care for their end (v.32-33).

VII. Those who did things and did not know what they did (v.34-38).

VIII. Those who were stubborn to the end and did not know the chances of salvation (v.39).

What Crucifies the Lord Jesus?

I. The old self (v.1-7)------the Judaic leaders and Pilate only cared for their dignity. 

II. The old way (v.8-11)------Herod was crafty and played the trick. 

III. The old world (v.13-15)------Pilate was greedy for the world and did not walk justly. 

IV. The old flesh (v.26)------men’s way is to take up the cross by the flesh. 

V. The old emotion (v.27-31)------the women wept for their emotions instead of their own sins. 

VI. The old sinners (v.32)------the two criminals died for their own sins and the Lord died for the sins of all. 

VII. The old greed (v.33-38)------the soldiers divided His garments and cast lots. 

VIII. The old hardness (v.39-43)------one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed the Lord. 

IX. The old stubbornness (v.44-49)------though they saw the cross with their eyes, they still could not partake in the salvation. 

X. The old religion (v.50-55)------they buried the body of the Lord in order to keep the religious ceremony. 

XI. The old regulation (v.56)------they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.

The Aim of Christ’s Birth (See 2:14)

I. Make men have peace------Herod and Pilate became friends (v.12).

II. Make God have glory------glorify God (v.47).

Several Kinds of People Who Are on the Side of the Cross------the Attitude of the World to Jesus the Savior 

I. Simon a Cyrenian who bore the cross for the Lord (v.26)------he took up the cross for the Lord. 

II. The women who mourned and lamented for the Lord (v.27)------their emotions were easy to be excited. 

III. The soldiers who divided His garments and cast lots and mocked Him (v.34, 36)------they mocked and humiliated Him. 

IV. The people stood looking on (v.35a)------they were indifferent to Him. 

V. The rulers who sneered at the Lord (v.35b)------they mocked and sneered at Him. 

VI. Pilate who wrote the inscription of the Lord (v.38)------he said that He deserved the death. 

VII. One of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him (v.39)------he did not repent until death. 

VIII. The criminal who confessed his sins and prayed to the Lord before death (v.40-42)------he confessed his sins and repented. 

IX. The centurion who testified that the Lord was a righteous Man (v.47)------he saw the scene of His death. 

X. The whole crowd who beat their breasts and returned (v.48)------they also saw the scene of His death. 

XI. All His acquaintances and the women who followed Him from Galilee (v.49)------they loved Him to the end. 

XII. Joseph, a council member, who buried the body of the Lord (v.50-53)------he encouraged himself to confess that he believed in the Lord. 

Different Crosses

I. The cross of Simon (v.26)------the cross that is forced to take up. 

II. The cross of the women (v.27)------the cross of sympathy. 

III. The cross of the Lord Jesus (v.33a)------the cross for the death of redemption. 

IV. The cross of the robbers (v.33b)------the cross that one deserves for his sins. 

V. The cross of the soldiers (v.34, 36)------the cross which they despise and regard as foolish. 

VI. The cross of the people (v.35a)------the cross of the cold onlookers. 

VII. The cross of the rulers (v.35b)------the cross which they regard as wrong. 

The Spirit of the Cross of Christ

I. The infinite forgiveness to men------Father, forgive them (v.34).

II. The full commitment unto God------Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit (v.46a).

III. The full death to self------He breathed His last (v.46b).

Joseph of Arimathea

I. He was a good and just man (v.50).

II. He had not consented to their decision and deed (v.51a).

III. He was waiting for the kingdom of God (v.51b).

IV. He went to Pilate boldly and asked for the body of Jesus (v.52).

V. He did his utmost to bury the Lord (v.53).

Luke Chapter Twenty-four
I. Content of the Chapter

The Resurrection, Appearing and Ascension of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. The declaration of resurrection (v.1-12).

II. He appeared to the two disciples who went to a village called Emmaus (v.13-35).

III. He appeared to eleven apostles in Jerusalem (v.36-43).

IV. He entrusted the disciples to wait for the promised power (v.44-49).

V. He was carried up into heaven (v.50-53).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 24:1 “Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.”


YLT: “And on the first of the sabbaths, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, bearing the spices they made ready, and certain [others] with them,”

The Background: according to the funeral custom of the Jews in ancient times, they anoint the body with ointment and wound it in linen clothes with the spices (See Mark. 14:8; John. 19:40). 


Literal Meaning: there is a “but” in the beginning of this verse in the original. This “but” is very precious and it reveals a very important truth: though our Lord Jesus had been buried, He did not stay in the tomb. 

  “On the first day of the week” There were seven days in a week according to the Jewish calendar, and the seventh day was the Sabbath (See Gen 2:2-3). Therefore, the Sabbath was the last day of a week, and the next day was a new beginning of another week, i.e. Sunday, “the Lord’s day” of Christians (See Rev 1:10). The Jews took Sunday as “the first day of the week”, and believers in the New Testament called Sunday “the Lord’s day” in order to remember the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (See Acts 20:7; 1Cor 16:2). 

  “They, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.” Men are not allowed to do business on the Sabbath. Some of the spices which they had prepared may be bought before sunset of Friday (See 23:56) and others may be bought after sunset of Saturday (See Mark. 16:1). They brought the spices and came to the tomb in order to anoint the body of the Lord Jesus, showing that they did not expect that the Lord would rise. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the first day of the week” It symbolized the beginning of a new age. The burial of the Lord had finished the old creation, and the resurrection of the Lord had brought about the new creation. 

  “Very early in the morning” It symbolized that the Lord’s life of resurrection had broken through the power of darkness and brought those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death the dayspring from on high (See 1:78-79, Matt. 4:16).

  “They, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.” These women followed the Lord till the cross (See 23:49; Mark. 15:40), and were the last ones who left the tomb (See 23:55; Mark. 15:47) and the first ones who returned to the tomb. Therefore, they could be the representative of those who were drawn near to the Lord and loved and pursued Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The general people have their life be concluded as their death. “But” the Lord Jesus is totally different. Beloved believers, do you have this “but” in your faith? 

2) The Lord Jesus rose in “the first day of the week”, symbolizing that the resurrection of Christ had brought a new beginning. The old things have passed away. Behold all things have become new (2Cor 5:17).

3) “Very early in the morning”, whenever we believers live in the old creation, we will live in darkness. And whenever we live in the new creation, we will enter the spiritual early morning.

4) The Lord said: “I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)”. Resurrection not only reveals that He is the Lord of life (See Acts 3:15), but also manifests that life has sorrowed up the death (2Cor 4:10-11; 5:4).

5) Though the Lord Jesus had died, the sisters came to the tomb to anoint Him because of love, showing that their love towards had transcended death and was stronger than death (See Song 8:6).

6) They had not anointed the body of the Lord Jesus finally, for He had risen! Therefore, he who desires to anoint the Lord should catch the opportunity (See 14:3-4). Once one has missed the chance, it will be too late to repent. If we love the Lord, we shall catch every chance to love Him without delay. 

7) The love of those sisters towards the Lord is very precious, however, their love is the love of despair------the love that lacks faith. Our love towards the Lord should include the faith. 
Luke. 24:2 “But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb.”


YLT: “and they found the stone having been rolled away from the tomb,”

The Background: at that time, a rich man’s tomb was a stone cave chiseled out of a rock, looking like a house which had a stone bed, stone tables and stone chairs for the purpose of mourning for the dead. There was a low rectangle groove used to put the body with the spices. The entrance of the stone cave was blocked by a big round stone in a track chiseled out of a bedrock. Only strong men could roll away the stone out of the door of the sepulcher. 


Literal Meaning: “the stone rolled away from the tomb” the purpose of the stone’s being rolled away was not letting the Lord Jesus come out (for He did not have such demand), but making the women come in (See Mark. 16:3). 


Spiritual Meaning: “the stone rolled away from the tomb” it symbolized that the risen power had removed all the obstacles, thus manifesting the risen life.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we love and serve the Lord, we will be confronted with many difficulties and obstacles (what the big stone symbolizes). However, we shall not worry about how to resolve it.

2) If we advance bravely without escaping all the difficulties and afflictions, we will find that many difficulties (stone) have been already taken away by the Lord. 

Luke. 24:3 “Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.”


YLT: “and having gone in, they found not the body of the Lord Jesus.”

Literal Meaning: “did not find the body of the Lord Jesus” The compound noun “the Lord Jesus” is recorded two times in the four Gospels and it is also recorded in Mark. 16:19. 

  “The body of the Lord Jesus” is the core of this chapter: 1) the women prepared spices in order to anoint the body of the Lord Jesus; 2) Peter looked over the body of the Lord Jesus (See v.12); 3) the two disciples who went to a village called Emmaus talked about the body of the Lord Jesus (See v.13-14); 4) the disciples looked attentively at the body of the Lord Jesus and were joyful (See v.36-42). 

Luke. 24:4 “And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, while they are perplexed about this, that lo, two men stood by them in glittering apparel,”

Meaning of Words: “perplexed”: be in doubt, be nonplussed; “shining”: to flash as lightening, lighten. 


Literal Meaning: “that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.” “Two men” were angels (See v.23; John. 20:12) and they appeared to men by the image of men. 

When the Lord was born, there were angels coming to preach the glad tidings (See 2:10). When the Lord was raised from the dead, there were also angels coming to verify it. Both of them were great events that shook heaven and earth. Therefore, they were preached by angels from the heaven, and were heard and seen by men on the earth. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many believers seemed to be perplexed about the resurrection of the Lord. 

2) Though “being perplexed” is better than “unbelief”, it is not good enough. We should pray to the Lord that He could open our eyes of hearts so that we could be delivered from the stage of “doubt” as soon as possible. 

Luke. 24:5 “Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?”


YLT: “and on their having become afraid, and having inclined the face to the earth, they said to them, ‘Why do ye seek the living with the dead?”

Meaning of Words: “be afraid”: tremble, be terrified (in the original there is “having become” before “afraid”). 


Literal Meaning: “why do you seek the living among the dead?” means “why do you seek the rising Lord in the tomb which buried the dead?”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” (another translation in the original). Yes! Christ and that is of Christ are “living”. And therefore if we want to find the living Christ in all that is of the death------earthly, of men, of the letters, of the ceremonies, religious, traditional……, it is like fishing in the air and it is in vain.   

2) Church is “the assembly of the living God” (1Tim. 3:15) and she is not the “dead” building, group or organization. The church is living and of life. 

3) It is hard for men to meet the rising Christ in the inert gatherings.  

Luke. 24:6 “He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee,”


YLT: “he is not here, but was raised; remember how he spake to you, being yet in Galilee,”

Meaning of Words: “risen”: awake, rise. 


Literal Meaning: “how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee.” The Lord Jesus predicted that “He must be killed and be raised the third day” in Galilee (See 9:22).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “He is not here, but is risen!” Though He had been put in the tomb, the tomb was by no means His destination. Likewise, we all will die, but death is not our destination. 

2) Death could not lock Him as the tomb cannot hold Him (See Acts. 2:24). Believers also cannot remain in the places of death. Since we have already had this life of resurrection, we should usually have the experience that “death is swallowed up of life”. 

3) If Christ is not risen, then our faith is vain (1Cor. 15:14) because:

        a. The Lord Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power, by the resurrection form the dead (Rom. 1:4).

  b. God has proved that the Lord Jesus is the Son of God to us His children, in that He has raised up Jesus (Acts. 13:33; Ps. 2:7). 

  c. Jesus was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification (Rom. 4:25). 

  d. If Christ is not raised, we are yet in our sins (1Cor. 15:17). 

  e. Christ was raised from the dead, and became the first-fruits of them that slept. Even so in Christ shall all be made alive (1Cor. 15:20-23). 

  f. If believers won’t be risen, in this life we only have hope in Christ and we are of all men most miserable (1Cor. 15:19).

Luke. 24:7 “saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”


YLT: “saying It behoveth the Son of Man to be delivered up to the hands of sinful men, and to be crucified, and the third day to rise again.’”

Literal Meaning: “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men” “Sinful men” generally refer to the world that do not believe in Him and reject Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “And be crucified, and the third day rise again.” There are two ends in the life of believers------death and resurrection. It is the reality of the Lord and it is also our experience. The death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus are not only the dual foundations of justification but also the dual grounds of sanctification. It is the same with us that we have to face death and resurrection every day and we must put the members which are upon the earth to death by the Holy Spirit and reckon ourselves to be dead. Today we live no longer for ourselves, but for Him who died for us and rose again. 

2) The Lord rose “the third day” after His suffering (See v7). In the creation of God in Genesis, it was also the third day in which there was life (See Gen 1:11-13). Therefore, that the Lord rose in the third day symbolized the manifestation of the life of God.

3) The cross is the way to resurrection and resurrection is the inevitable outcome of the cross. 

Luke. 24:8 “And they remembered His words.”


YLT: “And they remembered his sayings,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The word of the Lord is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Ps. 119:105). It is also the best answer when we encounter with dread and uncertainty. 

2) Remembering the word of the Lord would enable us to receive fresh enlightenment again and it is also the key to the recovery of our spirit. 

Luke. 24:9 “Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.”


YLT: “and having turned back from the tomb told all these things to the eleven, and to all the rest.”

Literal Meaning: “told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.” After Judas had betrayed the Lord, the Bible usually used “the eleven” to denote the whole apostles (See Acts. 1:26; 2:14). “All the rest” refer to the other disciples and most of which were from Galilee. 

Luke. 24:10 “It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles.”


YLT: “And it was the Magdalene Mary, and Joanna, and Mary of James, and the other women with them, who told unto the apostles these things,”

Literal Meaning: “Mary Magdalene” The Lord Jesus once cast out seven demons from her (See 8:2; Mark. 16:9).

  “Joanna” It is said that she was wife of Chuza, Herod's steward (See 8:3). Her name was only recorded in the Gospel of Luke. 

  “Mary the mother of James” was the mother of Jesus (See Matt. 13:55; 27:56).

Luke. 24:11 “And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them.”


YLT: “and their sayings appeared before them as idle talk, and they were not believing them.”

Meaning of Words: “seem”: appear, like; “idle tales”: silliness (the medical term and it means that one has a metal disorder and speaks incoherently).

Luke. 24:12 “But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.”


YLT: “And Peter having risen, did run to the tomb, and having stooped down he seeth the linen clothes lying alone, and he went away to his own home, wondering at that which was come to pass.”

Literal Meaning: “he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves” “The linen cloths” were the cloths that bound the body of Jesus. What surprised the disciples was that the Lord’s body was not there, but the shape of the linen clothes remained, without any disorder. If He was stolen by others, the linen cloths would be definitely carried away together, or the linen cloths would be unfastened and the shape would be in disorder. 

Luke. 24:13 “Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem.”


YLT: “And, lo, two of them were going on during that day to a village, distant sixty furlongs from Jerusalem, the name of which [is] Emmaus,”

Literal Meaning: “which was seven miles from Jerusalem” “seven miles” is six stadions in the original and every stadion is about 185 meters and therefore the distance should be about 11kilometers. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Jerusalem” symbolizes the church. “Emmaus” symbolizes the world. “Two of them were traveling to a village called Emmaus” symbolizes believers who are on the downhill path of the spirit. 

Luke. 24:14 “And they talked together of all these things which had happened.”


YLT: “and they were conversing with one another about all these things that have happened.”

Literal Meaning: “all these things which had happened” denote the things that the Lord was took, judged, crucified and risen.  

Luke. 24:15 “So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them.”


YLT: “And it came to pass in their conversing and reasoning together, that Jesus himself, having come nigh, was going on with them,”

Enlightenment in the Word: when believers are spiritually weak and on the downhill path of the spirit (to Emmaus), the Lord Himself always drew near and went with us with the aim of bringing us to the church (Jerusalem). 

Luke. 24:16 “But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.”


YLT: “and their eyes were holden so as not to know him,”

Meaning of Words: “restrain”: seize, retain, hold, take by. 


Literal Meaning: “their eyes were restrained” The passive voice “were restrained” shows that their eyes were restrained by the external world so that the function of their eyes cannot be performed. 

  “They did not know Him” They only knew Jesus the Savior according to the flesh and did not know Christ the Savior in the resurrection. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our eyes “are always restrained” and they are unreliable and therefore we should know Him according to the flesh and we should know Him by faith (See 2Cor. 5:7, 16).

2) The Lord Himself went with the two disciples (See v.15), however, they “did not know Him”. When we are weak and think that the Lord leaves us, we indeed should know that He goes with us! 

Luke. 24:17 “And He said to them, ‘What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?’”


YLT: “and he said unto them, `What [are] these words that ye exchange with one another, walking, and ye are sad?’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) They talked about the things concerning the Lord (See v.19), however, they “were sad”. It is description of many believers today------they enter the meeting, search the Bible and talk about the things concerning the Lord, however, it seems that they have not received the joy of the Lord. 

2) The two disciples “were sad” because “their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him” (v.16). Everyone who knows Him is with great joy (See v.41, 52).

Luke. 24:18 “Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, ‘Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these days?’”


YLT: “And the one, whose name was Cleopas, answering, said unto him, `Art thou alone such a stranger in Jerusalem, that thou hast not known the things that came to pass in it in these days?’”

Meaning of Words: “the only stranger”: reside as a foreigner. 


Literal Meaning: “the one whose name was Cleopas” The name “Cleopas” was only recorded one time in the whole Bible and his origins remained obscure. The story that two disciples met the Lord when they went to Emmaus was briefly recorded in the Gospel of Mark (Mark. 16:12-13). However, this story was narrated in detail by Luke. And therefore presumably Luke received the message directly from Cleopas. 

In addition, “Cleopas” is similar to “Cleophas” in the original and therefore some Bible exegetes believed that they were actually the same one and the other of the two disciples whose name wasn’t recorded here was his wife Mary (See John. 19:25).

  “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem”. Cleopas formerly thought that Jesus was the only stranger in Jerusalem for the feast. Only the only stranger should not know the event in Jerusalem those days that resounded far and near. 

Luke. 24:19 “And He said to them, ‘What things?’ So they said to Him, ‘The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,”


YLT: “And he said to them, ‘What things?’ And they said to him, `The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who became a man a prophet powerful in deed and word, before God and all the people,” 

Literal Meaning: “who was a Prophet” “prophet” is the one sent by God and speaks for God. 

  “Mighty in deed and word” Please note that they only knew the might of the Lord Jesus in the flesh and did not know the power of His resurrection (See Pill. 3:10).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every “prophet” who truly speaks for God must “be mighty in deed and word” and be full of the power of the Holy Spirit. 

2) Christ is God’s prophet: He “is mighty in word”, revealing the mysteries of God; He “is mighty in deed”, manifesting the fullness of God. 

Luke. 24:20 “and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him.”


YLT: “how also the chief priests and our rulers did deliver him up to a judgment of death, and crucified him;”
Luke. 24:21 “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened.”


YLT: “and we were hoping that he it is who is about to redeem Israel, and also with all these things, this third day is passing to-day, since these things happened.”

Literal Meaning: “we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.” The words show that the Lord Jesus in the hearts of the disciples was the Messiah who would redeem the people of Israel from the Roman Empire. What they hoped was the Messiah who would reign and have the glory right now instead of the Messiah who would suffer the pain and death and then have the glory. 

Luke. 24:22 “Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us.”


YLT: “`And certain women of ours also astonished us, coming early to the tomb,”
Luke. 24:23 “When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive.”


YLT: “and not having found his body, they came, saying also to have seen an apparition of messengers, who say he is alive,”
Luke. 24:24 “And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.’”


YLT: “and certain of those with us went away unto the tomb, and found as even the women said, and him they saw not.’”

Literal Meaning: “certain of those” refer to Peter and John (See John. 20:3).

Luke. 24:25 “Then He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!”


YLT: “And he said unto them, `O inconsiderate and slow in heart, to believe on all that the prophets spake!”

Meaning of Words: “foolish”: slow in understanding. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we are “foolish” in spiritual things, the reason must be that our hearts are “slow” to believe.  

2) If one’s heart is slow to believe, his eyes will be restrained and he will be sad (v.16-17). 

Luke. 24:26 “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?’”


YLT: “Was it not behoving the Christ these things to suffer, and to enter into his glory?’”

Literal Meaning: “and to enter into His glory” It obviously shows that after the Lord rose and met Mary Magdalene, He ascended to God the Father (See John. 20:17).

“His” indicates that that glory is suitable to Him and only Him is worthy of that glory (See Pill. 2:6-11).

  “Ought not?” It means that: since Christ suffered the death according to the Bible and then He rose and entered into His glory according to the Bible, isn’t it reasonable? 


Enlightenment in the Word: Since Christ suffered the death first and then entered into the glory, we believers should suffer tribulations first (See 2Tim. 3:12; Acts. 14:22) and then shall have the glory (See Rom. 8:17; 2Cor. 4:17-18).

Luke. 24:27 “And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.”


YLT: “and having begun from Moses, and from all the prophets, he was expounding to them in all the Writings the things about himself.”

Literal Meaning: “beginning at Moses and all the Prophets” “Moses” denotes the five Books of Moses. “All the Prophets” denotes the Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets. 

  “All the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” It refers to all the chapters concern the Messiah in the whole Old Testament. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Old Testament all typify and predict Christ and therefore we have to read the Old Testament if we want to know Christ. 

2) This verse shows us that: a) Christ is the central point of the Bible; b) the key to read the Bible is to find Christ in the Bible; c) one has to meet the rising Christ and then his understanding would be opened so that he could understand the Bible. 

3) When we search the Scriptures, we should hold the attitude that we come to the Lord in order to have life eternal (See John. 5:39-40), thus, it would profit us. 

Luke. 24:28 “Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther.”


YLT: “And they came nigh to the village whither they were going, and he made an appearance of going on further,”

Literal Meaning: “the village where they were going” refers to Emmaus (See v.13).

  “And He indicated that He would have gone farther.” The Lord gave them a chance to invite Him to go with them on purpose. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Though the Lord is willing to bestow grace, He would never force men to receive the grace. If we are self-content with spiritual pursuit, probably we can’t receive the spiritual grace fully (See 2Kings. 13:14-19; Pill. 3:12-14). 

Luke. 24:29 “But they constrained Him, saying, ‘Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.’ And He went in to stay with them.”


YLT: “and they constrained him, saying, `Remain with us, for it is toward evening,’ and the day did decline, and he went in to remain with them.”

Literal Meaning: “abide with us” The word shows that they honored the one who knew the Bible well and they hoped to get more instructions from Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word: if men haven’t “constrained” Him, He may pass them and go farther (See v.28). However, if men “constrain” Him urgently, how willing the Lord is to abide with men. 

Luke. 24:30 “Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in his reclining (at meat) with them, having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken, he was giving to them,”

Literal Meaning: “that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it…” These behaviors should be done by the householder. The Lord Jesus here seemed to turn to be the master from the guest.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord stays and abides with men (See v.29). He wouldn’t like to be the guest at all times and He is the master. It is not that we receive the Lord but that the Lord provides us. 

2) He whoever receives Him will be given His abundant provision contrarily. 
Luke. 24:31 “Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.”


YLT: “and their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he became unseen by them.”

Literal Meaning: “their eyes were opened” It means that their thoughts were shone by light (See 2Cor. 4:4).

  “And He vanished from their sight.” It indicates that He suddenly vanished from the fleshly sight. This shows that the body after resurrection is not restrained by the natural principle and it surpasses time and space. 


Spiritual Meaning: “And He vanished from their sight” It means that they lost the obvious presence, however, the Lord was still with them secretly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Understanding the Bible is not equal to knowing Christ. It is of no value for one to have the knowledge of the Bible only and not know Christ. 

2) Knowledge is different from revelation. Even though believers understand the knowledge of Christ, they may lack the revelation and therefore they still do not know Christ. 

3) Without the Bible, there won’t be Christianity. However, without revelation, we do not know Christ personally. Concerning the Lord, what’s the most important is to know Him from the inner heart. 

Luke. 24:32 “And they said to one another, ‘Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?’”


YLT: “And they said one to another, `Was not our heart burning within us, as he was speaking to us in the way, and as he was opening up to us the Writings?’”

Meaning of Words: “burn”: set on fire, kindle. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers indeed meet the Lord in the Spirit and hear that “He talked with them”, their heart must “burn” with them. 

2) There are two kinds of knowledge of believers to Christ: a) the knowledge because the Bible was opened; b) the knowledge because their eyes were opened (v.31).

Luke. 24:33 “So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together,”


YLT: “And they, having risen up the same hour, turned back to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven, and those with them,”

Literal Meaning: “returned to Jerusalem” Jerusalem is the place in which the rising Savior asked His disciples to tarry before the Pentecost (See v.49; Acts. 1:4).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Concerning the one who meets the Lord, his spiritual state will turn for the better------“rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem”.

2) The spiritual revival would bring believers back to the church (“returned to Jerusalem”) so that they would restore the sweet fellowship with the saints. 

Luke. 24:34 “saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’”


YLT: “saying `The Lord was raised indeed, and was seen by Simon;’”

Literal Meaning: “and has appeared to Simon” it shows that the Lord once appeared to Peter alone after His resurrection (See 1Cor. 15:5). 

Luke. 24:35 “And they told about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread.”


YLT: “and they were telling the things in the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread,”
Luke. 24:36 “Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, ‘Peace to you.’”


YLT: “and as they are speaking these things, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith to them, ‘Peace to you;’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true peace springs from the experience of the Lord’s presence in the Spirit. 

2) If believers lack peace, it is not the real intention of the Lord and it must be caused by themselves. 

Luke. 24:37 “But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit.”


YLT: “and being amazed, and becoming affrighted, they were thinking themselves to see a spirit.”

Meaning of Words: “spirit”: breath. 


Literal Meaning: “and supposed they had seen a spirit” It indicates that they saw a ghost. 

Luke. 24:38 “And He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?”


YLT: “And he said to them, `Why are ye troubled? and wherefore do reasonings come up in your hearts?”

Meaning of Words: “trouble”: stir, agitate, panic, worry; “doubt”: consideration, dispute, debate. 

Luke. 24:39 “Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.’”


YLT: “see my hands and my feet, that I am he; handle me and see, because a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me having.’”

Literal Meaning: “behold My hands and My feet” Most probably there was the mark of the nails remaining in His hands and feet (See John. 20:25-28). It is the mark of His love towards us. 

  “As you see I have” refers to the body that the Lord puts on after His resurrection. 

Luke. 24:40 “When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.”


YLT: “And having said this, he shewed to them the hands and the feet,”
Luke. 24:41 “But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, ‘Have you any food here?’”


YLT: “and while they are not believing from the joy, and wondering, he said to them, `Have ye anything here to eat?’”

Enlightenment in the Word: Many times, the Lord also asks us: “Have you any food here?” O, the Lord is searching in order to see whether He could find something from us to satisfy Him. 

Luke. 24:42 “So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb.”


YLT: “and they gave to him part of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb,”

Enlightenment in the Word: what we could dedicate to the Lord is only “a piece of broiled fish”, however, the Lord is willing to receive it with glad (See v.43).

 Luke. 24:43 “And He took it and ate in their presence.” 


YLT: “and having taken, he did eat before them,”

Literal Meaning: the spiritual body after resurrection does not need food and drink, however, the spiritual body could eat and drink as the fleshly body when it is necessary. The spiritual angels could also eat and drink (See Gen. 18:7).

Luke. 24:44 “Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.’”


YLT: “and he said to them, `These [are] the words that I spake unto you, being yet with you, that it behoveth to be fulfilled all the things that are written in the Law of Moses, and the Prophets, and the Psalms, about me.’”

Literal Meaning: “the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” refers to the whole Old Testament. At that time, the Hebrew Old Testament was divided into three parts: the Law, the Prophets and the sacred scrolls. The Psalms were the first scroll of the sacred scrolls and therefore the Jews usually used the Psalms to represent the third part. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s revelation and guidance base on the words that He had said. 

2) The whole Old Testament revealed Christ and He is the center and content of the Old Testament. 

Luke. 24:45 “And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.”


YLT: “Then opened he up their understanding to understand the Writings,”

Meaning of Words: “open”: open thoroughly, expound; “understanding”: mind. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one wants to know spiritual things, he should have the spiritual mind (“understanding’). Without the spiritual understanding, one cannot comprehend spiritual things. 

2) If believers want to comprehend the Bible, our “understanding” should be opened by the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit (See Eph. 1:18).

3) If one whose understanding has not been opened reads the Bible, he only comprehends the Bible by his brain and he does not really understand the Bible. 

4) Concerning all the books in the world, men seek to “understand” them at first and then they could believe them. Only the Bible should be “understood” by one who has established the intimate relationship with the Lord by “faith” at first (See 1Tim. 4:3b). 

Luke. 24:46 “Then He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,”


YLT: “and he said to them `Thus it hath been written, and thus it was behoving the Christ to suffer, and to rise out of the dead the third day,”

Literal Meaning: though the Old Testament did not directly pronounce Christ’s “suffering” and “rising from the dead”, many verses described His suffering implicitly (e.g. Ps. 23; Is. 53) and other verses implied that He would rise from the dead the third day (e.g. Jonah. 1:17; See Matt. 12:40; Hos. 6:2; Ps. 16:10). 

Luke. 24:47 “and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”


YLT: “and reformation and remission of sins to be proclaimed in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem:”

Literal Meaning: “to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” To the Jews first and also to the Gentiles; it is the order and it becomes the principle by which the apostles preach the glad tidings (See Rom. 1:16).

  This verse reveals the main points of preaching: 

a) Preach in the name of the Lord: only exalt Christ and do not exalt any spiritual giant or religious groups. 

b) Preach repentance and remission of sins: “repentance” refers to the behavior that sinners should have (See 3:3); “remission of sins” refers to God’s reaction towards sinners who repent. Repentance is the requirement for remission of sins and remission of sins is the result of repentance.  

c) To all nations, beginning at Jerusalem: on one hand, one should preach to those who are nigh and on the other, the whole world is the area of preaching. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The great preachers gather listeners easily and therefore they yield twice the result with half the effort. However, there is a crisis that many people come for the name of great preachers (instead of the name of the Lord) and consequently in the evangelistic meeting there are many people making a commitment for Jesus and few of them stay in the church. 

2) Concerning the preaching of the glad tidings, it is true that believers should have a sense of duty of “the whole world”, however, we should not reach for what is beyond our grasp. We should preach from our own family members, relatives and friends and classmates. 

Luke. 24:48 “And you are witnesses of these things.”


YLT: “and ye ye are witnesses of these things.”

Meaning of Words: “witness”: martyr. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord not only wants believers to bear witness to Him with our mouths but also asks us to be His witness. It is the best witness to manifest the salvation of Christ and the life of resurrection by life (See Pill. 1:27).

2) The witness of believers’ walking is better than the witness of words. 

3) One, as a witness of God, has to manifest the life of God by living out the word of God. The witness without the word of God deviates from the will of God. The witness that lacks the life of God does not have the content of witness. 

Luke. 24:49 “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.’”


YLT: “`And, lo, I do send the promise of my Father upon you, but ye abide ye in the city of Jerusalem till ye be clothed with power from on high.’”

Meaning of Words: “upon”: above; “in the city”: sit in the city, stay in the city. 


Literal Meaning: “I send the Promise of My Father upon you” “The Promise of My Father” refers to the pouring out of the Holy Spirit (See Joel. 2:28-29) and it is also called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts. 1:5). It is different from the indwelling Spirit (See John. 20:22).

  “You are endued with power from on high.” The indwelling Spirit enables us to receive the life of God. However, the Spirit’s sending upon (pouring out) enables us to receive power (See Acts. 1:8).

  This verse reveals us that the power of preaching is from the Holy Spirit and He is: a) what the Lord has given (“I send…”); b) what the Father has promised; c) from on high; d) received by wait. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord has given believers two great gifts: a) the guidance of the Bible (See v.45); b) the power of the Holy Spirit. 

2) The time that we wait for God quietly should never be in vain forever. One contrarily loses time if he is unwilling to wait for God and acts presumptuously. 

Luke. 24:50 “And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them.”


YLT: “And he led them forth without unto Bethany, and having lifted up his hands he did bless them,”


The Background: In the time of the Old Testament, the gesture of priest who blessed the people was to lift up his hands (See Lev. 9:22; Num. 6:22-27).


Literal Meaning: “as far as Bethany” denotes the mount called Olivet (See Acts. 1:12).

Luke. 24:51 “Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.”


YLT: “and it came to pass, in his blessing them, he was parted from them, and was borne up to the heaven;”

Literal Meaning: “was carried up into heaven” It indicates that He was taken up before the eyes of the masses (See Acts. 1:9) and it is different His previous sudden disappearance (See v.31). From the Lord’s resurrection to His being taken up formally, the Lord had stayed on the earth for forty days (See Acts. 1:3).

Luke. 24:52 “And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,”


YLT: “and they, having bowed before him, did turn back to Jerusalem with great joy,”

Enlightenment in the Word: Seeing Christ who had been taken up in the Spirit (See v.51) would make us be “with great joy”.

Luke. 24:53 “and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.”


YLT: “and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.”

Literal Meaning: in the period of time closely after the day when the Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven, the disciples always gathered together in the temple (See Acts. 2:46; 3:1; 5:21, 42). There were many rooms in the temple that would be used by the disciples for the meeting. 

  The Gospels of Luke begins with the burning of incense and prayer “in the temple” (See 1:8-10) and ends with the praise of God “in the temple”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What believers should seek is that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple (Ps. 27:4). 

2) God saves us in order to let us praise Him. Praising and blessing God should be the reaction that everyone who has received grace should have and the praising and blessing should never stop in the eternal life. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Power of the Resurrection------“open” 

I. Open the door of the tomb: the stone was rolled away (v.2).

II. Open the Bible: understand the word of God objectively (v.27, 32).

III. Open the dwelling place: ask the Lord to abide with them (v.29).

IV. Open the eyes of hearts: they knew the Lord (v.31).

V. Open the mouths: bear witness to the Lord (v.35).

VI. Open the understanding: understand the word of God subjectively (v.45).

VII. Open the door of heaven: bring down the power from on high (v.49).

The Difficulties and Weakness of Men 

I. Being perplexed (v.4).

II. Not believing (v.11).

III. Marveling (v.12).

IV. Their eyes were restrained and they did not know Him (v.16). 

V. Astonishing (v.22).

VI. Being slow (v.25).

The Changes of Minds of the Two Disciples Who Went to A Village Called Emmaus 

I. Being sad (v.13-18).

II. Being perplexed (v.19-25).

III. Burning (v.26-32).

IV. Being with joy (v.33-43).

The Conditions of One’s Eyes’ Being Opened (v.31)

I. Go with the Lord (v.15).

II. Have communion with the Lord (v.17-19).

III. The Bible is opened to him by the Lord (v.25-27).

IV. Abide with the Lord (v.29).

V. Dedicate oneself to the Lord and let Him break him (v.30).

The Spiritual Body after Resurrection 

I. He comes and goes suddenly (v.15, 31)------He is both visible and hidden and comes and goes at will. 

II. He has flesh and bones (v.39)------He has the body and He is not unreal. 

III. He has hands and feet (v.40)------He could be recognized and act. 

IV. He is able to eat and drink (v.42)------He could have communion with men and have enjoyment together. 

The Sadness and Joy of the Disciples 

I. They were sad because they did not know the deeds of the Lord (v.16-17).

II. They were terrified and frightened because they did not know the Lord Himself (v.37-38).

III. They rejoiced because they verified the Lord’s resurrection and appearing (v.41).

IV. They were with great joy because they saw the Lord being carried up into heaven (v.52).

The Example of Standard of Exegesis 

I. The best teacher------the Lord Himself (v.25-27).

II. The best book------the Bible (v.27).

III. The best subject------Christ (v.27, 44).

IV. The best way------open their understanding (v.45).

Seeing the Effort of Christ’s Resurrection 

I. Peace to men------peace to you (v.36).

II. Glory to God------praise and bless God (v.53).

The Foundations of the Faith of Christianity 

I. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is absolutely true (v.36-43). 

II. The salvation of the cross is the plan that God has established (v.44-46).

III. Believers’ experience in the Spirit is the reality of witness (v.47-49).

The Aim that the Rising Lord Appeared to the Disciples 

I. Open the understanding of the disciples so that they could understand the Bible (v.45).

II. Bear witness to the disciples that the Bible is true and faithful (v.46).

III. Entrust the disciples the commission that they should preach to all nations (v.47-48).

IV. Show to the disciples that the key to preach is waiting for the pouring out of the Holy Spirit (v.49).

How to Preach Well 

I. Preachers should understand the Bible and then could preach the message (v.45).

II. Preachers should seize the central message of the Bible (v.46).

III. Preach in the name of the Lord (v.47a)------exalt the name of the Lord and join to the Lord. 

IV. The repentance and remission of sins should be preached (v.47b)------make men know their own sins and God’s salvation. 

V. Beginning from Jerusalem (v.47b)------preach from those who are nigh.

VI. To all nations (v.47c)------the whole world is the area of preaching. 

VII. Preachers must experience and live out the salvation by themselves (v.48)------they should walk in concert with the witness of words. 

VIII. Concerning preaching, they have to wait and rely on the power of the Holy Spirit (v.49).

General Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons of the Book 
The Knowledge of the Word of God 

  1. What ministers preach is none other but the word of God (1:2).

  2. All the word that believers learn are true (1:5).

  3. With God nothing will be impossible (1:37).

  4. We are servants of the Lord and we should let it be to us according to the word of God (1:38). 

  5. There will be a fulfillment of those things which were told men from the Lord (1:45; 24:44).

  6. If one wants to speak for God, the word of God must come to him fist (3:2).

  7. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God (4:4).

  8. The words which proceed out of the Lord’s mouth are the “gracious words” (4:22).

  9. The word of the Lord is with authority and power that it overcomes the unclean spirits (4:36). 

  10. There will be unexpected results if one does at the word of the Lord (5:5-6).

  11. He who hears the words of the Lord and does them does lay the foundation on the rock (6:47-48).

  12. If we have “the word” of the Lord, all difficulties shall be solved (7:7).

  13. The word of God is the seed and it will grow and bear fruit (8:11).

  14. The work of the devil is to take away the word out of men’s hearts (8:12).

  15. When men hear and receive the word with joy, it is still possible that the word may be choked by various kinds of cares so that they bring no fruit to maturity (8:13-14).

  16. After men have heard the word, they should have it with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience (8:15).

  17. Those who hear the word of God and do it are the family members of the Lord (8:21). 

  18. He who is ashamed of the Lord’s words, of him the Lord will be ashamed when He comes (9:26).

  19. Concerning all the words that the Lord has spoken to us, even if we do not understand them, we should keep them in our ears (hearts) because they shall be opened some day (9:44-45).

  20. Sitting at Jesus' feet and hearing His word is the good part and it will not be taken away (10:39-42).

  21. Those who hear the word of God and keep it are more blessed than Mary the mother of the Lord according to the flesh (11:27-28).

  22. He who has ears to hear, let him hear the word of the Lord (14:35).

  23. The word of the Lord is pure and impeccable (20:20, 26).

  24. Heaven and earth will pass away, but the word of the Lord will by no means pass away (21:33). 

  25. Remembering the word of the Lord that He has spoken to us would enlighten us (22:61-62; 24:8).

  26. Take care! When the Lord does not speak to us, it is shown that we have some problem (23:9).

  27. The word of the Lord is mighty (24:19).

The Family and the Whole Life of John the Baptist 

  1. His family: 

    a. His father was a priest and his mother was of the daughters of Aaron (1:5).

b. His father and mother were both righteous before God and blameless (1:6). 

c. They had no child when they were both well advanced in years (1:7).

d. Their pray was heard and Elizabeth would be pregnant (1:13).

e. His father became mute because he did not believe the word of the angel until the son was born (1:20).

f. His mother Elizabeth was the relative of Mary the mother of Jesus (1:36). 

g. There is no one among his relatives who is called John (1:60-61).

  2. The prophecy about him that the angel had said: 

a. His birth will make his parents and many rejoice (1:14).

b. He will be great in the sight of the Lord (1:15a).

c. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb (1:15b). 

d. He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord and make ready a people prepared for the Lord (1:16, 17b).

e. He was in the spirit and power of Elijah (1:17a).

  3. He leaped in his mother’s womb for the greeting of the mother of the Lord (1:41-44).

  4. The encouragement of his father: 

a. You, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest (1:76a).

b. You will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways (1:76b).

c. To give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins (1:77).

  5. His growing up and conditions: 

a. The child grew (1:80a).

b. And he became strong in spirit (1:80b).

c. And he was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel (1:80c).

  6. His preaching in the wilderness: 

a. The beginning of his preaching------the word of God came to him (3:2)------God’s calling and entrusting. 

b. The place of preaching------all the region around the Jordan (3:3a).

c. The theme of preaching------preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins (3:3), i.e. the glad tidings (3:18). 

d. The attitude of preaching: 

  1) The voice of one crying in the wilderness (3:4a)------do not seek his own glory and only act as “a voice”; “crying” shows that he was full of burden in him. 

  2) Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come (3:7)------he declared others guilty bluntly. 

  3) He humbly admitted that he was not Christ and he was not worthy to loose the sandal strap of the Lord (3:15-17).

  4) He blamed the Herod the king who committed sin (3:4a)------he did not fear the power and influence and kept the justice. 

e. The aim of preaching: 

  1) Prepare the way of the LORD; make His paths straight (3:4b)------prepare the way for the Lord. 

  2) All flesh shall see the salvation of God (3:6)------make men have the salvation of God. 

f. Detailed rules of preaching (3:5): 

  1) Every valley shall be filled------deal with the desire of men’s hearts. 

  2) Every mountain and hill brought low------deal with the pride of men’s hearts. 

  3) The crooked places shall be made straight------deal with the cunning of men’s hearts. 

  4) And the rough ways smooth------deal with the trepidation and grievance of men’s hearts. 

g. The way of preaching------teach in accordance with different kinds of men: 

   1) To common people------help the poor (3:10-11).

  2) To tax collectors------do not blackmail anyone (3:12-13).

  3) To soldiers------do not intimidate anyone (3:14).

h. The ending of preaching------he was put into prison (3:20).

  7. His teachings to the disciples------fast often and make prayers (5:33).

  8. His question to the Lord Jesus: 

a. He sent his disciples to ask the Lord that, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” (7:18-20).

b. The Lord answered him with His deeds (7:21-22).

c. The Lord encouraged him that he should not be defended because of Him (7:23).

  9. The comment of the Lord Jesus towards him: 

a. He wasn’t the reed shaken by the wind (7:24).

b. He wasn’t the man clothed in soft garments (7:25).

c. He was more than a prophet (7:26-27).

d. Among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he (7:28).

e. He was called as a demon because he came neither eating bread nor drinking wine (7:33).

  10. He was killed finally by Herod (9:9).

  11. It is misunderstood that the Lord Jesus was John who had risen from the dead (9:7).

  12. He became the landmark between the dispensation of the Law and the dispensation of grace (16:16).

  13. He was held by the Lord Jesus and the people that his authority was from heaven (20:1-8).

The Comparisons in the Book of Luke 

  1. Zacharias and Elizabeth were both righteous before God, but they had no child (1:6-7).

  2. He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted the lowly (1:52).

  3. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty (1:53).

  4. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men (2:14).

  5. The conditions of growing up of John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus (1:80; 2:40, 52).

  6. The brood of vipers and the children of Abraham (3:7-8).

  7. Baptism with water and baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire (3:16).

  8. The wheat and the chaff (3:17).

  9. A spirit of an unclean demon and the Holy one of God (4:33-34).

  10. We have caught all night and caught nothing; they let down the net at the Lord’s word and they caught a great number of fish (5:5-6).

  11. The Lord has not come to call the righteous, but sinners (5:32).

  12. Fast and make prayers and eat and drink (5:33).

  13. Put a piece from a new garment on an old one (5:36).

  14. Put new wine into old wineskins (5:37).

  15. Blessed are you poor and woe to you who are rich (6:20, 24).

  16. Blessed are you who hunger now and woe to you who are full (6:21, 25).

  17. Blessed are you who weep now and woe to you who laugh now (6:21, 25). 

  18. Blessed are you when men hate you for the Son of Man's sake and woe to you when all men speak well of you (6:22, 26).

  19. He who looks at the speck in his brother's eye, but does not perceive the plank in his own eye (6:41-42).

  20. A good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit (6:43). 

  21. The one who hears the Lord’s sayings and does them and the one who heard and did nothing (6:46-49).

  22. John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine and the Son of Man has come eating and drinking (7:33-34).

  23. Whoever has, to him more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him (8:18; 19:26).

  24. The Lord’s mother and brothers according to the flesh and the mother and brothers who hear the word of God and do it (8:19-21).

  25. The daughter about twelve years was dying and the women who had a flow of blood for twelve years (8:42-43).

  26. Whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for the Lord’s sake will save it (9:24).

  27. They saw the appearance of Jesus be altered on the mount and they met a man who was seized by a spirit at the foot of the mount (9:28-29, 37-39).

  28. He who is least among you all will be great (9:48).

  29. The Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them (9:56).

  30. Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head (9:58).

  31. The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few (10:2).

  32. Those who have been sent by the Lord are as lambs among wolves (10:3).

  33. You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes (10:21).

  34. A good Samaritan and the cold and heartless priest and Levite (10:30-37)

  35. Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word and Martha was distracted with much serving (10:39-40).

  36. Ask for bread and be given a stone; ask for a fish and be given a serpent; ask for an egg and be given a scorpion (11:11-12).

  37. He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters (11:23).

  38. The Pharisees make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but their inward part is full of greed and wickedness (11:39).

  39. Whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops (12:3).

  40. Those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do; after He has killed, has power to cast into hell (12:4-5).

  41. The confessing and denying before men and before the angels of God (12:8-9).

  42. He who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God (12:21).

  43. Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing (12:23).

  44. He who gives the household their portion of food in due season; he who begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk (12:42, 45).

  45. Discern the face of the sky and of the earth and discern this time (12:56).

  46. A mustard seed grew and became a large tree (13:19).

  47. Men hope that the more men are saved the better; the Lord asks men to strive to enter through the narrow gate and few are able to enter (13:23-24).

  48. There are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last (13:30).

  49. The one who sits down in the best place begins with shame to take the lowest place; the one who sits down in the lowest place is invited by the master to go up higher (14:8-10).

  50. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted (14:11; 18:14).

  51. Do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, but invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind (14:12-13).

  52. The younger son and the elder son (15:11-32).

  53. The unrighteous mammon and the true riches (16:11).

  54. Serve God and serve mammon (16:13).

  55. What is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God (16:15).

  56. The rich man and the beggar Lazarus (16:19-31).

  57. A Samaritan gave Him thanks and the nine Jews did not give Him thanks (17:16-17).

  58. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it (17:33)

  59. The one will be taken and the other left (17:35-36).

  60. The Pharisee’s self-righteous prayer and the tax collector’s prayer that he confessed his sins (18:9-14).

  61. The things which are impossible with men are possible with God (18:27).

  62. The servants who earned ten minas and five minas and the servant who has kept the mina put away in a handkerchief (19:12-26).

  63. The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone (20:17).

  64. Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's (20:25).

  65. The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, neither marry nor are given in marriage (20:34-35).

  66. This poor widow’s two mites are more than all (21:1-4).

  67. Heaven and earth will pass away, but the Lord’s words will by no means pass away (21:33).

  68. He who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves (22:26).

  69. Peter was willing to go with the Lord to death, however, he denied the Lord three times (22:33-34).

  70. The green wood and the dry wood (23:31).

  71. One of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed the Lord and the other confessed his sins and called upon the Lord (23:39-43).

The Failure of Religious Believers and General Christians 

  1. Obey all the commandments and ceremonies and do not have child------lack life (1:6-7).

  2. Have the behaviors of prayers and do not believe in the answering of prayers (1:13, 20).

  3. Have the expression of repentance (baptism) and do not have the behaviors of repentance (3:7-8).

  4. Praise the gracious words of the Lord and be enraged at the Lord true words (4:22-28).

  5. Know the Bible and do not know the Lord Jesus (5:17-21).

  6. Distain to eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners (5:30).

  7. Fast often and make prayers because they are not with the bridegroom (5:33-34).

  8. Put a piece from a new garment on an old one (5:36).

  9. Put new wine into old wineskins (5:37).

  10. Keep the Sabbath strictly and do not know the Lord of the Sabbath (6:1-5).

  11. Be fervent in keeping the ceremonies of the Sabbath and neglect the reality of the Sabbath (6:6-11).

  12. They are the blind lead the blind and both of them fall into the ditch of “keeping the Law” (6:39).

  13. Call “Lord, Lord” in their mouth and don’t do things which the Lord says (6:46).

  14. They think that men deserve grace because of good works (7:4-5).

  15. Invite the Lord and criticize Him secretly in his heart (7:36-39).

  16. Receive the word with joy when he hears but he has no root in his heart (8:13).

  17. Whoever does not have thinks that he has (8:18).

  18. Throng and press the Lord and never touch the Lord truly and experience His great power (8:45-46).

  19. Exalt the spiritual giants------make three tabernacles (9:33).

  20. Be powerless towards the power of the darkness (9:40).

  21. They dispute with each other that which of them would be the greatest (9:46-48).

  22. Forbid the one who does not follow the Lord with them (9:49-50).

  23. Want to command fire to come down from heaven and consume those who do not receive them (9:53-56).

  24. Want to follow the Lord voluntarily (it is not of the Lord’s calling) (9:57-58).

  25. Having received the Lord’s calling, one is unable to depart from the worldly things (9:59-62).

  26. Hold that men could inherit the eternal life by “doing something” (i.e. good works) (10:25; 18:18).

  27. Do not have mercy toward men (10:30-32).

  28. Blaspheme the Lord that, “He casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons” (11:14-15).

  29. It is swept and put in order and let seven other more wicked spirits enter and dwell (11:24-26).

  30. Seek to see signs (11:29).

  31. Make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but their inward part is full of greed and wickedness (11:37-39).

  32. Tithe and pass by justice and the love of God (11:42).

  33. Love the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces (11:43; 20:46).

  34. They are like graves which are not seen, and the men who walk over them are not aware of them (11:44).

  35. Load men with burdens hard to bear, and they themselves do not touch the burdens with one of their fingers (11:46). 

  36. Build the tombs of the prophets. In fact, they bear witness that they approve the deeds of their fathers; for they indeed killed them (11:47-51).

  37. Have taken away the key of knowledge. They did not enter in themselves, and those who were entering in they hindered (11:52).

  38. Be hypocrisy (12:1). 

  39. He says in his heart, "My master is delaying his coming,' and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk (12:45).

  40. He who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will (12:47).

  41. Do not bear fruit and use up the ground (13:6-9).

  42. Pay more attention to sheep, oxen and cattle than to men (13:11-16).

  43. Pay attention to the number of people and do not strive to enter through the narrow gate (13:23-24).

  44. They think that they are elder in the Lord but the Lord did not know them (13:25-26).

  45. Workers of iniquity (13:27).

  46. Do not want to be gathered by the Lord (13:34).

  47. Be unwilling to pay price (14:28-33). 

  48. The salt has lost its flavor (14:34-35).

  49. Be angry with the younger son who returned and the father (15:25-32).

  50. Love mammon and serve both God and mammon (16:13-14).

  51. They justify themselves before men and their heart is an abomination in the sight of God (16:15).

  52. Offend others (17:1-2). 

  53. Enjoy the grace of God and do not give glory to God (17:12-18).

  54. Be self-righteous in prayer (18:11-12). 

  55. Look down upon the little children (18:15-17).

  56. Go before and do not allow men to call upon the Lord (18:39).

  57. Do not allow men to praise God with a loud voice (19:37-40).

  58. Make the temple of God a den of thieves (19:46).

  59. Fear men and do not fear God (20:4-7).

  60. The wicked the vinedresser were unwilling to bear fruit and killed the beloved son of God (20:13-15).

  61. Fall on the stone which they have rejected (20:17-18).

  62. Pretend to be righteous (20:20).

  63. Do not understand the Bible (20:41-44).

  64. Desire to go around in long robes (20:46).

  65. Devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayers (20:47).

  66. Say in the name of the Lord, “I am He” (21:8).

  67. Persecute the Lord’s true Christians (21:12).

  68. Betray the Lord (22:3-6).

  69. Dispute with each other that which of them should be considered the greatest (22:24).

  70. Rely on the flesh (22:33, 38, 50).

  71. Cannot watch and pray (22:45-46).

  72. Be in the power of darkness (22:53).

  73. Dare not to confess the Lord before men (22:54-61).

  74. Frame Him with lie (23:2).

  75. The voices prevail (23:23).

  76. The dry wood (23:31).

The Angels in the Book of Luke 

  1. An angel predicted the birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias (1:8-20).

  2. The angel predicted to Mary that she would give birth to the Lord Jesus (1:26-38).

  3. The angel brought the good tidings of great joy to the shepherds in the fields (2:8-15).

  4. The angels are sent by God to keep those who are of Him (4:10-11).

  5. When the Lord comes, they will also come with Him in His glory (9:26).

  6. Before the angels the Lord confesses those who confess Him before men and denies those who deny Him before men (12:8-9).

  7. They rejoice for the repentance of sinners (15:7, 10).

  8. The righteous are carried by the angels to the Paradise (16:22).

  9. They neither marry nor are given in marriage (20:35-36).

  10. An angel appeared to the Lord Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, strengthening Him (22:43).

  11. They appeared to women in the morning of the Lord’s resurrection (24:4-7, 23).

The Example, Warning and Exhortation of Prayer 

  1. The prayer is heard by God (1:13).

  2. Serving God with fasting and prayers in the Holy Temple (2:37).

  3. Pray for the opening of the heaven (3:21).

  4. Withdraw into the wilderness and pray (5:16).

  5. Prayers with fasting (5:33).

  6. The example of prayer of the Lord Jesus (6:12): 

a. Go up to the mountain to pray. 

b. Continued all night. 

c. Prayer to God or God’s prayer.

  7. Pray for the enemies (6:28).

  8. Pray for the saving of life (8:24).

  9. The Lord prays and the disciples joined Him (9:18).

  10. Prayer that the appearance of His face was altered (9:28-29).

  11. The example of prayer that causes the disciples to long for (11:1).

  12. The type of prayer (11:2-4): 

a. Pray to our Father in heaven------because we have the relation of life with Him. 

b. Hallow the name of God------worship God and affirm God Himself and all that He had done. 

c. The kingdom of God come------the realization of the kingdom of God is the aim. 

e. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven------the will of God is the prerequisite. 

f. Give us day by day our daily bread------for our own necessities of the flesh this life------knowing that God is the fountainhead of provision. 

g. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us------in order to remove the obstruction of the fellowship between God and us------knowing God’s disposition. 

h. Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one------for the spiritual conflicts------knowing God’s power and authority. 

  13. Prayer with persistence (11:5-13):

a. Lend me three loaves------it must be the real need.

b. I have nothing to set before him------one has to know that he has nothing.

c. Because of his persistence-------it must be of one’s inner burden.

d. Ask, and it will be given to you------one has the specific actions of prayer.

e. Seek, and you will find------one has the single-minded item of prayer.  

f. Knock, and it will be opened to you------one has the clear aim of prayer.

g. Believe that God will assuredly give the “right” thing. 

h. Believe that God will assuredly give the “best” thing------give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him. 

  14. Do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink (12:29-30).

  15. Seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you (12:31). 

  16. The prayer that men always ought to pray and not lose heart (18:1-8): 

a. God is unlike the unrighteous judge and He regards men. 

b. God shall avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them. 

c. One must have faith and then he could pray persistently. 

  17. Two different kinds of attitudes of prayer (18:9-14): 

a. He though that he was righteous------I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers; He admitted his corruption------standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven.

b. He condemned others------or even as that tax collector; He was broken for sins------beat his breast.

c. He boasted himself before God------I fast twice a week and I give tithes of all that I possess; He asked for God’s kindness and mercy------God, be merciful to me a sinner!

  18. Those who for a pretense make long prayers will receive greater condemnation (20:47).

  19. Prayer in the garden of Gethsemane (22:39-46):

a. Prayer that one may not enter into temptation. 

b. Prayer that He knelt down alone. 

c. Prayer that He asked to take this cup away from Him, but the will of God, be done. 

d. Prayer that an angel strengthened Him. 

f. The earnest prayer with great agony. 

g. After He had prayed, He had committed everything to God. 

The Holy Spirit in the Book of Luke 

  1. Shall drink neither wine nor strong drink because one is filled with the Holy Spirit (1:15).

  2. When the Holy Spirit will come upon one, the power of the Highest will overshadow him (1:35).

  3. Being filled with the Holy Spirit, one could prophesy (1:67).

  4. Because the Holy Spirit is upon one, he has the hope and gets the revelation (2:25-26).

  5. Because he came by the Spirit, he was able to know the Lord’s Christ (2:27).

  6. The Lord would baptize men with the Holy Spirit (3:16).

  7. The Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove (3:22). 

  8. Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, was led by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil (4:1).

  9. The Lord was in the power of the Holy Spirit (4:14).

  10. The Holy Spirit anointed the Lord to preach the Gospel (4:18-19).

  11. The Lord was rejoiced in the Spirit and thanked the Father for His good pleasure (10:21).

  12. The Father is wiling to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him (11:13).

  13. To him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven (12:10).

  14. The Holy Spirit will teach men what they ought to say (12:12).

  15. The woman who loses one coin typifies the Holy Spirit (15:8-10).

  16. The befalling of the Holy Spirit enables men to be endured with power from on high (24:49).

The Spiritual States that Christians should Have 

  1. He goes before the Lord in the Spirit and power of Elijah (1:17).

  2. My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior (1:46-47).

  3. Become strong (1:80).

  4. Poor in the Spirit, hunger and weep (6:20-21; See Matt. 5:3).

  5. Know what manner of spirit you are of (9:55).

  6. The Spirit that bandages others’ wounds------oil (10:34).

The Knowledge of Faith 

  1. Unbelief makes men be mute and not be able to speak (1:20).

  2. Blessed is the one who believes, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which are told him from the Lord (1:45).

  3. The faith of all will take effect before the Lord (5:20).

  4. Believing “the word” of the Lord is “great faith” in His sight (7:7-9).

  5. Faith saves one and makes one go in peace (7:50; 8:48).

  6. The devil fears that men should believe and be saved (8:12).

  7. The faith of some has no root and they believe for a while (8:13).

  8. Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well (8:50).

  9. Faith is committing to (16:11, the “commit to” in this verse is “faith” in the original).

  10. If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can pull up the roots of the mulberry and plant them in the sea (17:5-6).

  11. Faith makes men not lose heart in prayer and few men have faith (18:1-8).

  12. Faith opens the eyes of men’s hearts (18:42).

  13. The true faith does not mind others’ opinions (20:5-6).

  14. Faith of believers is the target in the conflict between the Lord and the devil (22:31-32).

  15. Concerning men with evil intentions, even if the Lord has said the word to them, they will by no means believe (22:67).

  16. The slow faith makes men be foolish in spiritual things (24:25).

The Name of the Son of Man the Savior 

  1. Jesus (1:31)------God comes to be men’s Savior (or salvation).

  2. The Son of the Highest (1:32)------the manifestation of the Highest. 

  3. He shall reign over the house of Jacob (1:33)------the king of God’s elect. 

  4. The holy thing (1:35)------be separated to God. 

  5. The Son of God (1:35)------the manifestation of God. 

  6. Lord (1:43)------the Lord of all. 

  7. Savior (1:47)------deliver men from the power of the devil and sin. 

  8. An horn of salvation (1:69)------the Savior with power (horn).

  9. The Dayspring (1:78)------give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 

  10. Christ the Lord (2:11)------the Lord who is anointed by the Holy Spirit. 

  11. The Consolation of Israel (2:25)------the Consolation of God’s elect. 

  12. A light to the Gentiles (2:32)------give light to the Gentiles. 

  13. The glory of Israel (2:32)------the effulgence of God’s elect. 

  14. God’s beloved Son (3:22)------in Him God is well pleased. 

  15. Jesus of Nazareth (4:34)------the Son of Man from Nazareth. 

  16. The Holy one of God (4:34)------be separated to God. 

  17. Christ (4:41)------the one who is anointed by the Holy Spirit. 

  18. The Son of Man (5:24)------the word became flesh. 

  19. A physician (5:31)------the doctor of men’s spirit, soul and body. 

  20. The bridegroom (5:34)------the everlasting and fresh reliance and joy. 

  21. The Lord of the Sabbath (6:5)------give men the true rest. 

  22. A friend of sinners (7:34)------He humbles Himself in order to gain sinners. 

  23. Wisdom (7:35)------make men gain the heavenly wisdom. 

  24. Teacher (7:40)------teach men the things of God. 

  25. Jesus Son of the Most High God (8:28)------Jesus is the manifestation of the Most High God. 

  26. The Christ of God (9:20)------the one whom God has anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

  27. The good Samaritan (10:33-37)------be merciful and kind to men. 

  28. The greater Solomon (11:31)------speak the wisdom. 

  29. The greater Jonah (11:32)------rise among the dead. 

  30. The master (12:36-37)------the master of God’s household.

  31. Shepherd (15:4-7)------shepherd the flock of God.  

  32. A good teacher (18:18)------God Himself comes to be men’s instructor. 

  33. A noble man (19:12)------have the noble identity. 

  34. The King who comes in the name of the LORD (19:38)------He is sent by God to reign on the earth. 

  35. The beloved son of the owner of the vineyard (20:13)------the inheritor of God’s possessions. 

  36. The stone which the builders rejected (20:17)------He was rejected by Judaic leaders. 

  37. The chief cornerstone (20:17)------the foundation to build the church. 

  38. The Son of David (20:41)------the king of the kingdom (the Messiah).

  39. The Lamb of the Passover (22:7)------atone for men. 

  40. The King of the Jews (23:3)------the King of God’s elect. 

  41. The green wood (23:31)------full of the juice of life. 

  42. A righteous man (23:47)------the one God has justified. 

  43. The Lord Jesus (24:3)------Jesus is the King. 

  44. The living (24:5)------the Lord of resurrection. 

  45. Jesus of Nazareth (24:19)------He humbles Himself and becomes a man. 

The Knowledge of the Kingdom of God 

  1. Of His kingdom there will be no end (1:33).

  2. It is opposed to all the kingdoms of the world (4:5).

  3. The Lord had been sent for the purpose of preaching the kingdom of God (4:43; 8:1).

  4. The kingdom of God is of those who are poor in the Spirit (6:20).

  5. He who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than John the Baptist (7:28).

  6. To those who are of God it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God (8:10).

  7. The Lord sent His disciples to preach the kingdom of God (9:2).

  8. Let the dead bury their own dead, but we go and preach the kingdom of God (9:60). 

  9. No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God (9:62).

  10. Pray for the coming of the kingdom of God (11:2).

  11. If one casts out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come (11:20).

  12. As long as we seek the kingdom of God, all the necessities of life shall be added to us (12:31).

  13. It is the Father's good pleasure to give us the kingdom (12:32).

  14. The kingdom of God on the earth is like a mustard seed, it grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches (13:19).

  15. The kingdom of God is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened (13:20-21). 

  16. There will be many Gentiles come to sit down in the kingdom of God, but God’s elect who rejected the Lord shall be thrust out (13:28-29).

  17. Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God (14:15).

  18. Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it (16:16).

  19. The kingdom of God does not come with observation (17:20).

  20. Indeed, the kingdom of God is within you (17:21 “within” is also “in the midst of”).

  21. Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it (18:16-17).

  22. It is hard for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God (18:24-25).

  23. There is no one who has left all, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life (18:29-30).

  24. When the Lord returns, having received a kingdom, He will reward or punish us according to the conditions of our management (19:12-26).

  25. When we see that the fig trees are already budding, we should know that the kingdom of God is near (21:30-31).

  26. Those who have continued with the Lord in His trials may eat and drink at the Lord's table in His kingdom (22:28-30).

  27. We should wait for the kingdom of God (23:51).

Out of Men’s Hearts Spring the Issues of Life

1. The one whose soul magnifies the Lord shall be regarded by the Lord; He has scattered the proud (1:46, 51).

  2. The thoughts of many hearts shall be revealed (2:35). 

  3. We should prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts first and then we could see the salvation of God (3:4-6). 

  4. The Lord perceives our thoughts (5:22; 7:39-40, 49; 9:47). 

  5. Out of the abundance of the heart one’s mouth speaks (6:45). 

  6. The conditions of men’s hearts will influence the growing up and bearing fruit of “the word” (8:11-15). 

  7. Though there is much serving, we should not be distracted with it. We should not be worried or troubled with many things (10:40-41).

  8. The Lord pays more attention to men’s inward states than the outside behaviors (11:39).

  9. We should take heed and beware of covetousness (12:15).

  10. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (12:34).

  11. It is required by the Lord in servants that one be found faithful (12:42-46).

  12. God knows men’s hearts. What is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God (16:15).

  13. The kingdom of God is within men (17:21).

  14. Once one has been entered by Satan, he would betray the Lord (22:3-6).

  15. Understanding the word of the Lord would make our hearts burn (24:32).

The Knowledge of Money that We should Have 

  1. The rich He has sent away empty (1:53).

  2. Do not have the heart of covetousness (3:13-14).

  3. The poor has more chance to hear the gospel (4:18).

  4. Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation (6:24).

  5. Give to everyone who asks of you; lend to others from whom you do not hope to receive back (6:30-34).

  6. Give, and it will be given to you (6:38).

  7. What profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost (9:25)?   

  8. Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses (12:15).

  9. The one who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God is foolish (12:16-21).

  10. Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail (12:33).

  11. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (12:34).

  12. Men’s souls are the priceless treasure (15:8-10).

  13. Make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon so as to be received into an everlasting home (16:1-9).

  14. If we have been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God will commit to our trust the true riches (16:10-12).

  15. We cannot serve both God and mammon (16:13).

  16. How one uses money in his lifetime determines his ending after death (16:19-31).

  17. It is hard for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God (18:22-27).

  18. The one who has left all for the sake of the Lord shall receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life (18:28-29).

  19. The one who receives grace and truly meets the Lord will be willing to share money with men and deal with money that is made unjustly (19:1-10).

  20. We should diligently use and manage the money and all resources that the Lord has entrusted us (19:11-26).

  21. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's (20:25).

  22. Avoid supposing that godliness is a means of gain (20:47).

  23. The widow’s two mites (all the livelihood that she had) are more than all (21:1-4).

The Knowledge of Repentance 

  1. The effect of repentance------the remission of sins (3:3).

  2. The proof of repentance------bear fruits worthy of repentance (3:8).

  3. The men who repent------not the righteous, but sinners (5:32).

  4. The importance of repentance------there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance (15:7).

  5. The mission to make men repent------repentance and remission of sins should be preached in the Lord’s name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (24:47).

The Knowledge of the Cross

  1. If anyone desires to come after the Lord, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow the Lord (9:23).

  2. Whoever does not bear his cross and come after the Lord cannot be His disciple (14:27).

  3. The slogan of the cross------“Away with this man…crucify Him” (23:18, 21).

  4. The example of taking up the cross------Simon a Cyrenian------he was forced to take up the cross (23:26).

  5. The superscription of the cross------the king of the Jews (23:38)------be lifted up out of the earth (See John. 12:32). 

The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels 
The Narrations 

  I. The deeds that are particularly recorded in the Book of Luke:

1. The preface of the Book of Luke (1:1-4).

2. The angel predicted the birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias (1:5-25).

3. The angle predicted to Mary that she would give birth to Jesus (1:26-38).

4. Mary visited Elizabeth (1:39-56).

5. The birth and childhood of John the Baptist (1:57-80).

6. The cause that Jesus was born in Bethlehem (2:1-7).

7. The angel preached the good tidings of great joy to shepherds (2:8-14).

8. The shepherds found the Babe lying in the manger (2:15-20).

9. Eight days were completed for the circumcision of Jesus (2:21-24). 

10. The praise and explanation of Simon and Anna (2:25-39).

11. The growing up of Jesus and the narration that they went to the Holy city for the feast when He was twelve years old (2:40-52).

12. John the Baptist answered all the questions of various kinds of people (3:10-14).

13. The maternal (Mary) genealogy of Jesus (3:23-38).

14. The proclamation of the acceptable year of the LORD (4:16-21).

15. The woman who was a sinner anointed the Lord with the fragrant oil (7:36-50).

16. The Samaritans did not receive the Lord (9:51-56).

17. The Lord sent seventy people out (10:1).

18. Martha was distracted with much serving and Mary has chosen that good part (10:38-42).

19. The Lord refused to be an arbitrator over men (12:13-15).

20. The Lord persuaded men to repent by the disaster (13:1-5).

21. The Lord talked about Herod with the Pharisees (13:31-33).

22. The tax collector Zacchaeus was saved (19:1-10).

23. Pilate sent Jesus to Herod after his first trial (23:3-7).

24. Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate after he had judged Him (23:8-12).

25. Jesus comforted women on His way to Calvary (23:27-31).

26. The Lord’s talk with the two criminals who were hanged (23:39-43).

27. The Lord appeared to the two disciples who went to Emmaus (24:13-35).

28. The Lord urged the disciples to tarry in the Holy city to wait for the promised Holy Spirit (24:44-49). 

II. The harmonistic syllabus of the Gospels:

1. John the Baptist preached in the wilderness (3:1-9; Matt. 3:1-10; Mark. 1:1-6).

2. John the Baptist bore witness of Jesus before men (3:15-17; Matt. 3:11-12; Mark. 1:7-8; John. 1:6-8, 15).

3. John the Baptist was put into prison because he blamed Herod (3:18-20; Matt. 14:3-4; Mark. 6:17-18).

4. Jesus was baptized (3:21-22; Matt. 3:13-17; Mark. 1:9-11).

5. He was tempted by the devil (4:1-13; Matt. 4:1-11; Mark. 1:12-13).

6. The Lord returned to Galilee (4:14-15; Matt. 4:12; Mark. 1:14).

7. The Lord was rejected by the people in Nazareth His hometown (4:22-30; Matt. 13:53-58; Mark. 6:1-6).

8. The Lord started to preach in Capernaum (4:31; Matt. 4:13-17; Mark. 1:14-15).

9. The Lord preached throughout Galilee (4:42-44; Matt. 4:23-25; Mark. 1:35-39).

10. The Lord called Peter and other three disciples (5:10-11; Matt. 4:18-22; Mark. 1:16-20).

11. The Lord called Levi and sat down with sinners (5:27-32; Matt. 9:9-13; Mark. 2:13-17).

12. The disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them on the Sabbath (6:1-2; Matt. 12:1-2; Mark. 2:23-24).

13. The Lord set up the twelve disciples (6:12-16; Matt. 10:1-4; Mark. 6:7).

14. The Lord encouraged John the Baptist who was in prison (7:18-23; Matt. 11:2-6).

15. The Lord praised John the Baptist before men (7:24-35; Matt. 11:7-19).

16. The Lord preached throughout every city and village (8:1-3; Matt. 9:35; Mark. 6:6).

17. The mother of Jesus and His brothers, standing outside, desired to talk with Him (8:19-20; Matt. 12:46-47; Mark. 3:31-32).

18. The Lord sent the disciples out to preach (9:1-6; Matt. 10:1, 5-15; Mark. 6:7-13).

19. Herod doubted that Jesus may be John the Baptist who had risen from the dead (9:7-9; Matt. 14:1-2; Mark. 6:14-16).

20. Peter confessed that Jesus was Christ (9:18-21; Matt. 16:13-16; Mark. 8:27-30).

21. A dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest (9:46-48; Matt. 18:1-4; Mark. 9:33-37). 

22. The Lord blamed the cities that were unwilling to repent (10:12-15; Matt. 11:20-24).

23. The Lord thanked God the Father for His good will (10:21-22; Matt. 11:25-27). 

24. The Pharisees slandered Jesus and they were blamed (11:14-23; Matt. 12:24-30; Mark. 3:22-27).

25. The scribes and the Pharisees sought to catch Jesus in something He might say (11:53-54; Matt. 22:15; Mark. 12:13).

26. The Lord blamed them that they could discern the face of the sky and of the earth but they could not discern this time (12:54-56; Matt. 16:2-3).

27. The Lord had a sign for Jerusalem (13:34-35; Matt. 23:37-39).

28. The Pharisees discussed that Jesus ate with sinners (15:1-2; Matt. 9:10-11; Mark. 2:16).

29. The Lord laid His hands on infants and blessed them (18:15-17; Matt. 19:13-15; Mark. 10:13-16).

30. The Lord rode a cold and went into Jerusalem (19:29-40; Matt. 21:1-10, 14-16; Mark. 11:1-10; John. 12:12-19).

31. The Lord cleansed the Holy temple (19:45-46; Matt. 21:12-13; Mark. 11:15-17; John. 2:14-17).

32. The chief priests and the scribes sought to destroy Jesus (19:47-48; Mark. 11:18).

33. The chief priests and the elders questioned Jesus that by what authority He was doing these things (20:1-8; Matt. 21:23-27; Mark. 11:27-33).

34. The scribes praised Jesus that He had spoken well (20:39-40; Matt. 22:46; Mark. 12:28, 34).

35. The Lord praised the offering of the poor widow (21:1-4; Mark. 12:41-44).

36. At night the Lord went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet (21:37-38; Matt. 21:17; Mark. 11:19).

37. The council discussed taking Jesus (22:1-2; Matt. 26:3-5; Mark. 14:1-2).

38. Judas betrayed Jesus (22:3-6; Matt. 26:14-16; Mark. 14:10-11).

39. They prepared the feast of the Passover (22:7-13; Matt. 26:17-19; Mark. 14:12-16).

40. They ate the feast of the Passover (22:14-23; Matt. 26:20-29; Mark. 14:17-25; John. 13:2, 21-30).

41. The disciples disputed which of them would be the greatest again (22:24-30; Matt. 20:15-28; Mark. 10:42-45).

42. The Lord went to the Mount of Olives (22:39; Matt. 26:30; Mark. 14:26).

43. The Lord prayed three times in the garden of Gethsemane (22:40-46; Matt. 26:36-46; Mark. 14:32-42).

44. Judas brought a multitude to take Jesus (22:47-53; Matt. 26:47-56; Mark. 14:43-52; John. 18:1-12).

45. Peter denied the Lord three times (22:54-62; Matt. 26:69-75; Mark. 14:66-72; John. 18:15-18, 25-27).

46. The men who held Jesus mocked Him (22:63-65; Matt. 26:67-68; Mark. 14:65; John. 18:22-23).

47. The council judged Jesus at night (22:66-71; Matt. 26:57-66; Mark. 14:53-64; John. 18:13-14, 19-21, 24).

48. The council delivered Jesus unto Pilate (23:1-2; Matt. 27:1-2; Mark. 15:1; John. 18:28-32).

49. Pilate delivered Jesus for them for crucifixion after he had judged Him (23:13-25; Matt. 27:11-26; Mark. 15:2-15; John. 18:33-40; 19:4-16).

50. Simon a Cyrenian was forced to take the cross of Jesus (23:26; Matt. 27:32; Mark. 15:21).

51. The Lord was crucified (23:33-38; Matt. 27:33-49; Mark. 15:22-26; John. 19:17-24, 28-29).

52. The scene of the Lord’s death (23:44-48; Matt. 27:50-54; Mark. 15:37-39; John. 19:30).

53. The women who watched under the cross (23:49; Matt. 27:55-56; Mark. 15:40-41; John. 19:25).

54. The Lord was buried in the new tomb of the rich (23:50-56; Matt. 27:57-61; Mark. 15:42-47; John. 19:38-42).

55. The angel appeared and declared that Jesus had risen from the dead (24:1-10; Matt. 28:1-8; Mark. 16:1-8).

56. The Lord appeared to eleven apostles (24:36-43; John. 20:19-25).

57. The Lord’s ascension (24:50-53; Mark. 16:19).

The Signs that Jesus Had Done 

  I. The signs that are particularly recorded in the Book of Luke:

1. Simon let down the net at the Lord’s word and caught a great number of fish (5:1-11).

2. The Lord came down from the mount and healed many people (6:17-19).

3. The Lord made the son of the widow in the city of Nain rise (7:11-17).

4. The Lord healed the woman who was bent over (13:10-17).

5. The Lord healed the man who had dropsy (14:1-6).

6. The Lord healed ten lepers (17:11-19).

7. The Lord touched the ear of Malchus the bondman of the high priest and healed him (22:51).

II. The harmonistic syllabus of the Gospels: 

1. The Lord cast out the spirit of an unclean demon in the synagogue of Capernaum (4:33-37; Mark. 1:23-28).

2. The Lord healed the fever of Peter’s mother-in-law (4:38-39; Matt. 8:14-15; Mark. 1:29-31).

3. The Lord cast out demons and healed persons with diverse diseases (4:40-41; Matt. 8:16-17; Mark. 1:32-34).

4. The Lord cleansed a man who was full of leprosy (5:12-16; Matt. 8:1-4; Mark. 1:40-45).

5. The Lord healed a man who was paralyzed (5:17-26; Matt. 9:1-8; Mark. 2:1-12).

6. The Lord healed the man whose right hand was withered on the Sabbath (6:6-11; Matt. 12:9-14; Mark. 3:1-6).

7. The Lord healed a centurion’s servant (7:1-10; Matt. 8:5-13). 

8. The Lord calmed the wind and wave (8:22-25; Matt. 8:23-27; Mark. 4:35-41).

9. The Lord cast the demons into a herd of swine (8:26-39; Matt. 8:28-34; Mark. 5:1-20).

10. The Lord healed a woman who had a flow of blood and the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue (8:40-56; Matt. 9:18-26; Mark. 5:21-43).

11. The five loaves and the two fish feed the five thousand men (9:10-17; Matt. 14:13-21; Mark. 6:32-44; John. 6:1-13).

12. The appearance of the Lord’s face was altered on the mountain (9:28-36; Matt. 17:1-8; Mark. 9:2-8).

13. The Lord healed the child who was lunatic at the foot of the mountain (9:37-43; Matt. 17:14-21; Mark. 9:17-29).

14. The Lord cast out the demon and healed the blind and mute (11:14; Matt. 12:22-23).

15. The Lord healed the blind outside of the city of Jericho (18:35-43; Matt. 20:29-34; Mark. 10:46-52).

The Teachings of Jesus 

  I. The teachings that are particularly recorded in the Book of Luke:

1. Concerning woes (6:24-26).

2. That to whom many are forgiven, he loves more (7:44-50).

3. That no one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God (9:62).

4. That one rejoices more because his name is written in heaven than he overcomes the spirits (10:17-20).

5. That it is your Father's good pleasure to give the “little flock” the kingdom (12:32).

6. That the Lord came to send fire on the earth (12:49).

7. That how urgent the Lord is to be baptized with “the baptism” (12:50).

8. The Lord taught men to choose the lowest places when they are invited (14:7-10).

9. The Lord taught men to invite those who cannot repay them when they give a feast (14:12-14).

10. That God knows men’s hearts (16:14-15).

11. That the kingdom of God is within men (17:20-21).

II. The harmonistic syllabus of the Gospels: 

1. Concerning fasting (5:33-35; Matt. 9:14-15; Mark. 2:18-20).

2. That the Son of Man is Lord of Sabbath (6:3-5; Matt. 12:3-8; Mark. 2:25-28).

3. Concerning blessings (6:20-23; Matt. 5:1-12).

4. That love your enemies (6:27-36; Matt. 5:38-48).

5. That judge not (6:37-42; Matt. 7:1-5).

6. Concerning the reason why the Lord said parables to the multitudes (8:9-10; Matt. 13:10-16, 34-35; Mark. 4:10-12).

7. That take heed how you hear (8:18; Mark. 4:23-25).

8. That those who hear the word of God and do it are the Lord’s relatives (8:19-21; Matt. 12:46-50; Mark. 3:31-35).

9. That how workers go out and work (9:3-5; 10:3-11; Matt. 10:5-42; Mark. 6:8-11).

10. That take up one’s cross and follow the Lord (9:23-25; Matt. 16:24-27; Mark. 8:34-37).

11. That do not forbid others from casting out demons in the Lord’s name (9:49-50; Mark. 9:38-40).

12. Concerning the cost to follow the Lord (9:57-60; Matt. 8:19-22).

13. That pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest (10:2; Matt. 9:37-38).

14. Concerning the woe to the cities (10:12-15; Matt. 11:20-24).

15. That how men deal with the disciples is equal to how they deal with the Lord (10:16; Matt. 10:40; John. 13:20).

16. Concerning the blessing that the disciples see the mysteries of God (10:23-24; Matt. 13:16-17).

17. The Lord taught the disciples how to pray (11:1-4; Matt. 6:9-13).

18. That ask, and it will be given to you (11:9-13; Matt. 7:7-11).

19. Concerning the sign that this generation should seek (11:29-32; Matt. 12:38-42).

20. That the lamp of the body is the eye (11:33-36; Matt. 6:22-23).

21. That one should pay attention to the cleansing of the inward part more than that of the outside part (11:37-41; Matt. 15:1-20).

22. Concerning the woe to the Pharisees and the lawyers (11:42-52; Matt. 23:13-36).

23. That beware of the leaven of the Pharisees (12:1; Matt. 16:6-12; 8:15).

24. That reveal the things that are covered and do not be afraid of persecution (12:2-7; Matt. 10:26-33).

25. That confess the Lord before men (12:8-9; Matt. 10:32-33).

26. That to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven (12:10; Matt. 12:31-32; Mark. 3:28-29).

27. That the Holy Spirit will teach one what he ought to say (12:11-12; Matt. 10:18-20; Mark. 13:11).

28. That do not worry about food and clothing (12:22-31; Matt. 6:25-33).

29. That lay up treasures in heaven (12:33-34; Matt. 6:19-21).

30. That the family members will divide because of the Lord (12:51-53; Matt. 10:34-35).

31. That make every effort to settle with the adversary as early as possible (12:57-59; Matt. 5:23-26).

32. That one should strive to enter through the narrow gate (13:22-30; Matt. 7:13-14, 21-23; 8:11-12; 20:16).

33. That whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted (14:11; Matt. 23:12).

34. That disciples should love the Lord more than their family members and their own souls (14:26; Matt. 10:37).

35. That disciples should take up his own cross and come after the Lord (14:27; Matt. 10:38).

36. That no servant can serve two masters (16:13; Matt. 6:24).

37. Concerning the Law and the prophets (16:16-17; Matt. 11:13; 5:18).

38. Concerning the woe to the one who offends others (17:1-2; Matt. 18:6-7; Mark. 9:42).

39. That forgive brothers (17:3-4; Matt. 18:21-22).

40. Concerning the days of the second coming of the Son of Man (17:22-32; Matt. 24:17-18, 37-39; Mark. 13:15-16).

41. That whoever loses his life will preserve it (17:33; Matt. 10:39; 16:25; Mark. 8:35).

42. That the one will be taken and the other will be left (17:34-36; Matt. 24:40-41).

43. That wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together (17:37; Matt. 24:28).

44. Concerning the way to have the eternal life (18:18-23; Matt. 19:16-22; Mark. 10:17-22).

45. That how hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God (18:24-27; Matt. 19:23-27; Mark. 10:23-27).

46. Concerning the reward of following the Lord (18:28-30; Matt. 19:28-30; Mark. 10:28-31).

47. Concerning the taxes (20:20-26; Matt. 22:15-22; Mark. 12:13-17).

48. Concerning the resurrection (20:27-38; Matt. 22:23-33; Mark. 12:18-27).

49. That how the Christ is the Son of David (20:41-44; 22:41-45; Mark. 12:35-37).

50. That do not after the works of the Pharisees (20:45-47; Matt. 23:1-12; Mark. 12:38-40).

51. That we should take heed, watch and pray for the day of the second coming of the Son of Man (21:34-36; Matt. 24:36-44; Mark. 13:31-37).

The Prophecies of Jesus 

  I. The prophecies that are particularly recorded in the Book of Luke: 

1. The Lord predicted that the city of Jerusalem would be destroyed (19:41-44).

2. The Lord predicted that which is written in the Bible must still be accomplished in Him (22:35-38).

II. The harmonistic syllabus of the Gospels:

1. The Lord predicted that He would suffer death for the first time (9:22; Matt. 16:21; Mark. 8:31).

2. The Lord predicted the coming of the Son of Man and someone would see the scene of the kingdom in advance (9:26-27; Matt. 16:27-28; Mark. 8:38-9:1).

3. The Lord predicted that He would suffer death for the second time (9:43-45; Matt. 17:22-23; Mark. 9:30-32).

4. The Lord predicted that Jerusalem would become desolate (13:34-35; Matt. 23:37-39).

5. The Lord predicted that He would rise after death for the third time (18:31-34; Matt. 20:17-19; Mark. 10:32-34).

6. The Lord predicted that the Holy temple would be destroyed (21:5-6; Matt. 24:1-2; Mark. 13:1-2).

7. The Lord predicted the signs before the end (21:7-19; Matt. 24:3-14; Mark. 13:3-13).

8. The Lord predicted the conditions of the great tribulation (21:20-24; Matt. 24:15-26; Mark. 13:14-23).

9. The Lord predicted the conditions of the second coming of Christ (21:25-28; Matt. 24:27-31; Mark. 13:24-27).

10. The Lord predicted that Peter would deny Him three times (22:31-34; Matt. 26:31-35; Mark. 14:27-31; John. 13:36-38).

The Parables of Jesus 

  I. The parables that are particularly recorded in the Book of Luke:

1. The parable of the one whom He forgave more (7:40-43).

2. The parable of the good Samaritan (10:25-37).

3. The parable that one asks his friend at midnight (11:5-8).

4. The parable of the foolish rich man (12:16-21).

5. The parable of planting a fig tree (13:6-9).

6. The parable of counting the cost (14:25-33).

7. The parable of the lost coin (15:8-10).

8. The parable that the prodigal son returned home (15:11-32).

9. The parable of the unrighteous steward (16:1-13).

10. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus (16:19-31).

11. The parable of the servant who thinks that he is the unprofitable servant (17:7-10).

12. The parable that the widow urgently asked the unrighteous judge to get justice for her (18:1-8).

13. The parable that the Pharisees and a tax collector went up to the temple to pray (18:9-14).

14. The parable that a nobleman delivered ten minas to ten servants (19:11-27).

II. The harmonistic syllabus of the Gospels:

1. The parable of the new and the old that cannot be put together (5:36-39; Matt. 9:16-17; Mark. 2:21-22).

2. The parable of two kinds of fruit trees (6:43-45; Matt. 7:15-23).

3. The parable of two kinds of foundations (6:46-49; Matt. 7:24-27).

4. The parable and explanation of the sower (8:4-8, 11-15; Matt. 13:1-9, 17-23; Mark. 4:1-9, 13-20).

5. The parable that the lamp should be set upon the lamp-stand (8:16-17; Mark. 4:21-22).

6. The parable that workers are sent to harvest (10:2-3; Matt. 9:35-38; Mark. 4:35).

7. The parable that one should first bind the strong and spoil his goods (11:17-23; Matt. 12:25-30; Mark. 3:23-27). 

8. The parable that the unclean spirit is gone out of a man and then takes with itself seven other spirits more wicked than itself (11:24-26; Matt. 12:43-45). 

9. The parable of Jonas who was three days and nights in the whale’s belly (11:29-30, 32; Matt. 12:39-41).

10. The parable that the queen of the south came to hear the Wisdom of Solomon (11:31; Matt. 12:42).

11. The parable that servants should watch (12:35-38; Mark. 13:35-37).

12. The parable that the master of the house would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into (12:39-40; Matt. 24:43-44).

13. The parable of the faithful servant and the evil servant (12:39-42; Matt. 24:45-51).

14. The parable of the mustard seed (13:18-19; Matt. 13:31-32; Mark. 4:30-32).

15. The parable of the leaven (13:20-21; Matt. 13:33).

16. The parable of a feast of the kingdom of God (14:15-24; Matt. 22:1-14).

17. The parable of the salt that loses its flavor (14:34-35; Matt. 5:13; Mark. 9:50).

18. The parable of finding back the lost sheep (15:3-7; Matt. 18:12-14).

19. The parable that faith is like a mustard seed (17:5-6; Matt. 17:20).

20. The parable of the wicked vinedressers (20:9-20; Matt. 21:33-46; Mark. 12:1-12).

21. The parable of the fig tree whose branch is yet tender and which puts forth leaves (21:29-33; Matt. 24:32-35; Mark. 13:28-31).

